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ARDEIDAE: HERONS
GREAT BLUE HERON showed UP first on Kreu~er's

s t an s . r c r r i s bu r e on March 17 (BPG), followed a
week later bY 2 birds in Marshfield on March 25
(CAM) and one in East Montpelier on March 31
(MFM) •

The 1975-76 Winter Season could best be des­
cribed as three seasons in one. With mild sprin~

and fall, birds l Lna e r e d late and arrived e a r l v
brin~in~ numerous species into the winter records
which would normallY be absent. Perhaps the most
noticeable aspect of the season was the absence of
finches which were replaced, in part, bY lar~e

numbers of Bohemian Waxwin~s, Boreal Chickadees
and Common Redpol~s.

GAVIIDAE: LOONS
COMMON LOON A s i ne l e bird on Kello~~'s Bay,
Ferrisburl1, December 15 (WS,WGE,BPG) was down
considerablY from the 10 reported for last
December. A bird was in Burlinl1ton Harbor(BSE,
ORE,CSP) January 4 and March 25 was the final
report of the season with a bird at the Brat­
tleboro Retreat Meadows, which remained the rest
of the month (LMP).
RED-THROATED LOON An injured bird was found in
Wallin~ford on December 13 (PDU) and later re­
leased.

B&ORE,CSP) and 700 in Whitin~ on March 27 (WS,
SF).
BRANT were present at Button Bay on Lake Cham­
plain in exceptionally ni an numbers (16) on
December 23 (D&AP,B&TCG). As Dou~ Kibbe noted,
"This is an extraordinary total for a species
which has not been recorded on a Vermont
Christmas Count in the past thirty Years."
SNOW GOOSE movement was first observed on March
17 with 35 birds on the Connecticut River in
Wilder (PMB), followed bY a s i e ht rn e in Brad­
ford on March 20 (MEH). OnlY three other
flocks were reported: Ferrisbur~ (45) on March
25 (B&TCG), South Hero (18) (JV) and Whitin~

(65) CWS,SF), both on March 27.
MALLARD Small numbers wintered over, e a r t i c u­
larlY in the Champlain area with the Ferrisbur~,

Burlin~ton and Bennin~ton Christmas Counts
turnin~ UP 3, 35 and 6 respectivelY. The main
inf I ux b e a an in I ate March with buildups of 2-20
birds on the Retreat Meadows on March 25 (LPM),
32+ pairs on the Sprin~field Meadows CDC) and
50 near Middlebury on March 27 (SF).
BLACK DUCK, I ike the Mall a r d , remained I ate in
most areas, showin~ UP on four Christmas Counts
(Saxton's River 6, Rutland 10, Burlin~ton 91,
and Ferrisbur~ 163), and winterin~ over in a
few locales. A buildup came in late March with
hi~hs of 45+ in Sprin~field on March 26 (EE),
200 near Middlebury on March 27 (SF), and 80 on
March 29 in Burlin~ton (WGE).
PINTAI L The r e was an e xce P t ion a I lye a r I Y r e cord
o~ 2 birds in an open stretch of Otter Creek on
February 12 (WS) which may have wintered over.
The main movement came between March 26-29 when
7 reports were received, the hi~h bein~ 80 in
Burlin~ton on March 29 (WGE,B&ORE).
GREEN-WINGED TEAL The Ferrisbur~ Christmas
Count had the last bird of the Year. March 21
a sin~le male was behind the North Sprin~field

Dam in Weathersfield (EE). Burlin~ton had 6 on
March 25 (B&ORE,WGE), Sprin~field Meadows 8 bY
March 28 (DC) and Herrick's Cove 2 on March 27
(DC) •
BLUE-WINGED TEAL Early arrivals of this species
came dur Lna the warm s e e II in I ate March with
sin~le birds from Weathersfield and White River
Jet. and 4 from Bur l Lna t on (EE,PMB, WGE et all.
AMERICAN WI~GEON A ~ood but earlY movement be­
~an on Mardh 21 when 2 were observed at the
South Hero railroad trestle (JV). Movement con­
tinued throu~hbut the month totalin~ 26 birds in
8 reports with a hi~h of 12 in WeYbrid~e on
March 28 (WS,DaB).
NORTHERN SHOVELER A sin~le bird showed UP in
Burl m s t on at the earl Y date of March 28 (WGE,
JAM), the on I Y report for the season.
WOOD DUCK A bird remained in Shelburne on Dece~

ber 3 (WS) and 2 early males were observed on
Otter Creek in South Wal lin~ford on February 24
(PMB). An averal1e mi~ration be~an the end of
March with a hi~h of 20+ pairs bY March 26 at
th.e s c r i na t i e t d Meadows (DC).
~EDHEAfi, a rare visitor to our state was record­
ed on the Ferrisburl1 Christmas Count in Decembe~

RING-NECKED DUCK were in above averal1e numbers
for the winter season with birds stil I at New-
PO r t ( 2 ), Her ric k I S Cove (pair) and Fer r i s bur ~
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ANATIDAE: WATERFOWL
WHISTLING SWAN There was a possible si~htinl1 of
this bird on February 18 on "open water in
marshes" in North Dorset (PMB). No other de­
tails were a i ven and this is an e xce n t t cn a l l v
earlY movement for this irrel1ular visitor.
CANADA GOOSE A f e w birds I i n e e r e d into December
due to the mild weather; one droppin~ into a
Bellows Falls a a s station on December 15 (DC)
and 4 were observed on the December 20 Ferris­
burl1 Christmas Count. The first sprinl1 move­
ment was noted on February 25 in Berlin with a
flock of 35 t l vrn a north (PMB), followed bY 7
in Wallinl1ford on February 26 (PDU). March
brou~ht the main influx of first sil1htinl1s with
buildups of 300 in Burlinl1ton on March 25 (WGE,

WINTER SEASON

PODICIPEDIDAE: GREBES
RED-NECKED GREBE, an t r r eau I ar mi a r an t . showed
UP December 17 on Lake Champlain in Panton (AP)
fo I lowed bY an unexpected s i ah t Lna on the White
River in West Hartford on the December 27 Hano­
ver Christmas Bird Count (WGE,GFE).
HORNED GREBE numbers were down markedlY on Lake
Champlain with only 9 birds turnin~ UP on
Christmas Counts in December and a final report
of a sin~le bird on Button Bay on January 2 (WS,
BPG) •
PIED-BILLED GREBE showed UP unusuallY e a r I v with
sil1htin~s in West Salisbury on March 27 (SF) and
Sprin~field on March 28 CPMB).



2(Christmas Count 5) bY mid December. The first
Sprin~ si~htin~ was in Sprin~field (4) on March
21 (DC) followed bY reports from Bu r t i n a t on .
Rockin!!ham, Addison and Ferrisbur!!.
CANVASBACK had a !!ood season in southern Vermont
with a sin!!le male remainin!! at Herrick's Cove
throu!!h December 21 and 11 birds returnin!! on
March 26 ou i I d Lna to 22 b v March 28 (DC et a I).
Lake Champlain was down considerablY from last
year with just a little over half of last year's
tota I of 4000+ on the January \'Iaterfowl Survey.
9 were observed in Shelburne in earlY February
(\'IS,\'IGE et al) and a hi!!h of 350-400 were seen
at South Hero on March 13 (JV).
GREATER SCAUP, observed in smal I numbers in the
Champlain valley t h r o ua hou t the c e r i o d r wa r a felt
to be "scarcer than usual". The hi!!h count of
22 came from Burlin!!ton on December 12 (\'IGE).
LESSER SCAUP remained at Herrick's Cove (4-6)
throu!!h December 17 (DC). March 30 brou!!ht the
first (4-6) returnin!! birds to Brattleboro (LPMh
Smal I numbers were on Champlain most of the win­
ter with a hi!!h of 740 on the January \'Iaterfowl
Survey.
COMMON GOLDENEYE were present in the Champlain
valley in ~ood numbers t h r o uah ou t the period
with hi!!hs of 200 in Ferrisbur!! on December 17
(D&AP,B&TCG) and 1,697 on the \'Iaterfowl SurveY
in January. Numbers seemed to be down in the
southern half for the season.
BUFFLEHEAD remained Iate in December on Cham­
plain with a maximum of 16 in Burlin!!ton on De­
cember 13 (\'IGE,B&ORE) and showed UP a!!ain in
their re!!ular low numbers the end of March.
OLDSQUA\'I, an occasional visitor d ur i n a mt s r a t t on
showed UP at two locales in December. Newport
had its first record there on December 14 (FO,
J\'I) and one turned UP on the Connecticut River
at \'Ihite River Jct. on December 27 (\'IGE,GFE et
a I i ,
\'IHITE-\'IINGED SCOTER There was one a piece for
the Ferrisbur!! and Burlin!!ton Christmas Counts
in December with the only other report bein!! a
hi!!h of 4 on Lake Champlain on January 2 (\'IS,
BPG ,J\'I) •
SURF SCOTER The onlY 2 reported were at Col­
chester Point on the Burlin~ton Christmas Count
on December 21 (FO,CSP).
RUDDY DUCK A late bird remainin!! at Herrick's
Cove throu!!h December 17 (DC) became that area's
first record.
HOODED MERGANSER Present in avera~e numbers
startin!! in January with one in \'Ihite River Jct.
on January 22 (\'IGE,GFEl. The end of March
brou~ht the !!reatest number of reports with 1-4
birds in \'Ieathersfield (EEl, Gale Meadows, \'Iin­
hall (\'IJN) , \'lest Salisbury (SF,\'IS) and Crafts­
bury (FO,CSP).
COMMON MERGANSER were in !!ood numbers in areas
of open water bUildin!! in March with hi!!hs of
110 in Bu r l Lna t on on March 13 (\'IGE et a l r , 15 in
\'Ihite River Jct. on March 14 (EH) and 43 at Her­
rick's Cove on March 26 (DC).
RED BREASTED MERGANSER At least 2 birds win­
tered in the Burlin!!ton-Ferrisbur!! area with a
hi!!h of 14 on the Ferrisbur!! Christmas Count in
December.

CATHARTIDAE: VULTURES
TURKEY VULTURE There were a number of excep­
tional IY earlY reports for this species start­
in~ with a sin!!le bird in Addison on March 13
(RM). This was followed bY the main movement a
week later with birds in Bristol, Salisbury,
Charlotte, Ver!!ennes, Rockin!!ham, Rutland, Bom­
oseen and Hartland (\'IS, PDU,TCG,DC,PMB,EH).
This species is definitelY on the increase with
the most noticeable chan~e in the Champ(ain
Va I l e v . o a r t i c u l a r l v around Addison.

ACCIPITRIDAE: HAWKS AND EAGLES
GOSHA\'IK There were 15 reported individuals for
the winter season with birds turnin~ UP on six
of the Christmas Counts.
SHARP-SHINNED HA\'IK This accipiter was more co~

mon this winter than in previous Years with over
a dozen reported for the period. Most were seen
1'1 hi I e vis i t In a fee de r s i 1'1 hi c h pro ba b I Y had a I ot
to do with it. Reports were pretty evenlY
spaced throu!!hout the state.
COOPER'S HA\'IK was reported from four locales.
\'Iallin!!ford had an immature on December 10 (B&
N\'I\'I) fo I lowed b v one in Rut I and on February 22
(\'IS), one in \'Ioodstock on March 11 (PMB) and
one in Craftsbury on March 29 (FO,J\,I et a l ) ,
RED-TAILED HA\'IK This species wintered wei I with
29 showin!! UP on ei!!ht Christmas Counts alone.
The total reports for the season brou~ht si!!ht­
t n a s well over 60 birds.
RED-SHOULDERED HA\'IK A bird observed in Burlin!!­
ton on December 2 (\'IGE) finished the Year. Birds
be!!an to return earlY at Clarendon on February
15 (LHP), \'Iinhall on February 25 (\'IJN) and Shel­
burne on February 28 (\'IGE,B&ORE). The other
three si!!htin!!s in Hubbardton, East Craftsbury,
and Roxbury (FHM,FO,EH) the latter part of March
brou~ht the total for the season to 7+.
BROAD-\'IINGED HA\'IK A bird missin!! several pri­
mary feathers was recorded in Shelburne on
March 20 (\'IGE et a l ) and one was found in Fer­
risbur!! on March 25 (B&TCG). These are excep­
tional Iy earlY records for the state.
ROUGH-LEGGED HA\'IK showed UP on the Burlin~ton

(3), Ferrisbur~ (11) and Bennin!!ton (1) Christ­
mas Counts and one was present in \'Iilmin!!ton on
December 1 (\'IN). Numbers totaled about 10 birds
for the period With the last observation in
\'Iindsor on March 28 when 2 were observed (PMB).
BALD EAGLE was reported from three locales for
the period. Immatures were observed in Brain­
tree on December 13 (PMB) and \'Ioodstock on March
27 (PMB) and an adult was in Ferrisbur!! in late
Harch (BPGl.
MARSH HA\'IK, observed in its re!!ular smal I winter
numbers, was found on the Ferrisbur!! Christmas
Count in December and 2 were observed in "a wet
field"in Bridport on March 28 (PMB,EH).

A possible !!raY phase of this species
vias 0 served b r i e f l v on Appletree Point, Bur­
lin!!ton, On February 25 (AP).
PEREGRINE FALCON There was a report of this
species, the first for a number of winters, on
the Ferrisbur!! Christmas Count, December 20
(\'IGE,BPG,\'IS).
MERLIN were reported near feeders four times
durin!! the season: Norwich, December 25 and
March 17 (HSR), \'Iallin~ford, January 20,26
(BC\'I) and Readin!! on January 25 (MPR).
AMERICAN KESTREL 12 birds showed UP on six
Christmas Counts and smal I numbers trickled in
throu~h January. Birds returned in avera!!e nu~

bers bY mid February with reports of mat in!! bY
the end of March in Burlin~ton and \'I a I lin~ford
(\'IGE,B&N\'IW) •

PHASIANIDAE: TURKEY AND GROUSE
TURKEY This introduced species has prolifera­
ted with the Rutland and saxton's River Christ­
mas Count totalin!! 14 and 10 respectively. Nor­
wich and Ferrisbur!! each had 1 in March (HSR
LBi i ,
RUFFED GROUSE were reported in avera!!e numbers
when recorded but found theY were overlooked in
most areas.

RALLI DAE: COOTS
AMERICAN COOT was found on the Ferrisbur!!
Christmas Count in December and observed at
Appletree Point in Burlin!!ton on February 29
and March 3 (B&ORE,WGE,CSP).



CHARADRIIDAE: PLOVERS
KILLDEER be a an an e a r l v . but slow, movement with
1 in Ferrisbure on February 26 (BPG,BSE et al)
and 8 in Rawsonville on February 29 (AM). The
hieh counts carne in March with 25+ in Brattle­
boro on March 20 (LPM), 13 in Craftsbury and
17 in Newport on March 27 (FO,CSP). Birds were
reported paired on the nestinl! area in Claren­
don bY March 29 (LHP),

SCOLOPACIDAE: WOODCOCK, SNIPE/SANDPIPERS
AMERICAN ~IOODCOCK There were e xc e c t i on a II Y
earlY reports in Chester (1) on March 4 and
Grafton (2) on March 5 (PS,DC). Sinl!inl! bel!an
the end of the month with 5 birds on March 25 in
Grafton (DC) and March 30 in ~Iinha II (WJN).
COMMON SNIPE showed UP very earlY this year with
a bird in Burlinl!ton on February 12-17 (BSE,WGE)
and 2 at Craftsbury on March 27 (FO).
SHORT-BILLED DOWITCHER There was a possible
sil!htinl! of this species "skimminl! over a humpy
pasture overl!rown with alders" in DanbY on March
30. A l!ood description of the bird was l!iven
but it is an "improbable place, improbable time".

LARIDAE: GULLS
GLAUCOUS GULL This is the second Year this spe­
cies has s hown UP in the Burl i n a t on area where
it was rep 0 r ted fro m Mar c h 18 - 29 OlGE eta I i ,
ICELAND GULL This species, as uncommon in Vermont
as is the Glaucous, was found at the Interval
Burlington Dump from December 16 - March 20 with
a hLah of 3 (B&ORE,~IGE et a l ) ,
GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL Present in smal I num­
bers in the Champlain Val ley through most of the
winter, with the Burlington and Ferrisburl!
Christmas Count finding highs of 17 and 8 res­
pectivelY.
HERRING GULL By far the season's most common
a u l l was reported usuallY in numbers under 50 a
day until late March when larl!e numbers bel!an to
appear; maximum 600 on March 17 in Burlineton
(WGE et a l r ,
RING-BILLED GULL A smal I population was present
on Champlain throughout the period reachine hiehs
of 1000+ throueh March 26-28. Birds were ob­
served at Brattleboro and Herrick's Cove in
smal I numbers durine March and 2 were observed
in CarftsburY on March 31 where theY are consi­
dered unusual (FO).
BONAPARTE'S GULL Smal I numbers (5 on Ferrisbure
Christmas Count) were on Lake Champlain until it
froze over. They were reported aeain in Bur­
lington (4) on FebruarY 28 (WGE,CSP) where l a r s e
numbers were reported in late March.

COLUMBIDAE: DOVES
ROCK DOVE were found in Ia r a e numbers as usua I.
MODRN~DOVE Wintered through most of the state,
visitine feeders reeularlY. The Bennineton and
Burlineton Christmas Counts broul!ht in over three
fourths of the total for the state with 207 and
175 respectivelY.

STR IGIDAE: O\~LS
SCREECH OWL Reports carne from North Ferrisbure
(where it visited a feeder from December 11 ­
FebruarY 10, fide BPG), Woodstock (2) on March
11 (PMB) and Bur l Lna t on (1) on March 24 (WGE).
GREAT HORNED OWL showed UP in l!ood numbers with
14 birds from 11 locales. The Ferrisbure Christ­
mas Count eot the hieh of 3 birds in December
and 2 we re in \~allineford on January 18 (NW\~).

Other reports, statewide, trickled in throuehout
the season.
SNOWY OWL This was not a eood SnowY Year with
on I Y a few s cat t ~. red rep 0 r t s fro m Cha rio t t e (KSm),
Ferrisburg (BPG), Burlineton (WGE), Londonderry
(PMB), Uuechee (RMB) and Taftsvil Ie (GAR).
BARRED OWL topped al I others with no less than
22 reports statewide. A bird was observed in
Weathersfield in mid .Jan ua r v when it killed a
Wood Duck in the E II is' waterfowl co II ect ion and
returned a number of times to feed.
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LONG-EARED OWL A single bird was observed on
the Eastman property in Burlington from March
20-25 (B&ORE et a l ) , There were also two possi­
ble reports of the species in Woodstock durinl!
the period.
SAW-WHET OWL had an averal!e year with birds tur~

i n s UP in Bolton (HBD), Readine (DA), Bethel
(chasine mice on front porch-LP), Hartland (PMB)
and Brideewater (PMB).

ALCEDINIDAE: KINGFISHER
BELTED KINGFISHER A laree number linl!ered with
overwinterinl! birds in Burlineton, Brattleboro
and White River Jct. The first return was on
March 18 in Woodstock (MCH) and first reports
continued rel!ularlY throul!hout the month.

PICIDAE: WOODPECKER
COMMON FLICKER A bird on the Ferrisbure Christ­
mas Count was the last of the season. Birds re­
turned earlY in most areas with the first in
Winha I I on Ma rch 25 (WJN).
PILEATED WOODPECKER, on the increase, showed UP
on five Christmas Counts and was reported rel!u­
larlY statewide throuehout the period with 3
drumming in Clarendon on March 27 (LHP).
RED-HEADED WOODPECKER showed UP in Ferrisbure on
December 23 (LB) and at Sudbury from December
30-31 (AP).
YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER A rare winter holdoven
female, remained in the West Brattleboro area
from mid December - March where it visited a
suet feeder r e e u l a r l v (ASW). The on l v other
report was a "very, very e a r l v" bird in Winhall
on March 29 (WJN).
HAIRY WOODPECKER showed UP in reeular numbers
throuehout the season except for the Northeast
I(ingdom where theY have "dec I ined over the last
two Years". (FO) Bea Guyett made note of an in­
flux on December 13 of what seemed to her to be
a bieeer and more white possible subspecies
which remained the rest of the winter.
DOWNY WOODPECKER Averaee numbers statewide ex­
cept for the Northeast Kinedom. A decline in
Middlebury was noted in February.
BLACK-BACKED THREE-TOED WOODPECKER Three on the
Island Pond Christmas Count was considered an
averaee number for this rather uncommon species.
A s i n a l e rna I e was reported on Decembe r 14 at a
feeder in Braintree (PMB).
NORTHERN THREE-TOED WOODPECKER A sinele bird,
rare at al I seasons in Vermont, was observed in
Clarendon on January 6 (LHP).

TYRANNIDAE: FLYCATCHERS
EASTERN PHOEBE The main influx began on March
21 when it was reported from Wa II i n e t o r d (BCW),
Marlboro (WN) and Clarendon (where theY were co~

sidered common-LHP), and continued in l!ood num­
bers throuehout the month.

ALAUDIDAE: lARKS
HORNED LARKS showed UP on five Christmas Counts
(195 individuals) and continued in averaee num­
bers until the end of February when buildups
were noted alone Champlain with 250 in Shelburne
on March 4 (WGE,B&ORE).

HIRUNDINIDAE: SWALLOWS
TREE SWALLOWS returned very earlY with the first
2 in Ferrisburl! on March 25. 50+ were in West
Rutland Marsh on March 26 (PMB,LHP) and 40+ were
at Herrick's Cove on March 28 (DC,PMB). 1 at
Gale Meadows on March 30 was considered very
e a r I v (WJN).

CORVIDAE: JAYS, CROWS. RAVENS
GRAY JAY A smal I population was present in the
Northeast Kinedom with 6 showine UP on the Island
Pond Christmas Count. A few birds were also re­
ported for Brattleboro, Brideewater Corners, st.
Albans and Pomfret (LPM,PMB,FCH,RWL) brineine
the season total to some 21 birds.



TROGLODYTIDAE: WRENS

This species reached hi~hs in Decem­
in Burlin~ton on December 7 and 300
on Decembe r 29 (B&OREtI~GE). Num-
to avera~e until buildups a~ain in

STURNIDft.E: STARLING were present in a ve r a s e number.

Avera~e numbers statewide with a
400 birds on the University of
in Burlin~ton (WGE).

LANIIDAE: SHRIKES
NORTHERN SHRIKE showed UP in ~ood numbers in 29
localities with 10-15 birds reported in the
Brattleboro area alone (LPM). 9 birds were re­
corded on Christmas Counts and 1 was cau~ht and
banded in Cabot (BBC).
LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE A sin~le adult was in Bur­
lin~ton on March 27 (BSE,CS,WGE).

were in Hardwick on March 9 (BL). The bi~ in- 4
flux came March 18-27 with flocks of 50 common.
Saxton's River reached a hi~h of 200+ on March
25 (DC).
HERMIT THRUSH A late departer was found in West
Woodstock December 1 (FHM). A very early mi­
~rant in Burlin~ton on March 18 was believed to
have moved north durin~ the warm weather (WGE).
SWAINSON'S THRUSH This bird was found on the
Ferrisbur~ Christmas Count, December 20, in
Essex, New York (JP,DA,PT).
EASTERN BLUEBIRD The first report from Bethel
on March 5 (CM) was very earlY considerin~ the
next birds were not observed until March 21 in
Clarendon, Winhall (5) and five towns in the
Brattleboro area (LHP, WJN,LPM). Reports came
in at two a day the remainder of the period with
a report of nestin~ at VINS, Woodstock on March
29 (PMB).

MOTACILLIDAE: PIPITS
WATER PIPITS EarlY returnin~ birds were report­
ed: March 6 (5-6) in Vernon (LPM), March 27 (5+)
in Woodstock (PMB) and March 28 (11+) in Addison
(PMB, EH).

ICTERIDAE: MEADOWLARKS, BLACKBIRDS
EASTERN MEADOWLARK Birds remained into December
where theY were recorded at Brattleboro (LPM),
Rutland and Addison (BPG) and 1 was found in
Bridport on January 7 (BS). Birds first showed
UP at Norwich on March 19 (HSR) and were record­
ed in twelve towns bY the end of the month.

PARULIDAE: WOOD WARBLERS
YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER A bird on the Burlin~ton

Christmas Count was the last of the Year. The
first, an exceptionallY earlY bird, was feedin~

on suet and workin~ an apple tree in East Mont­
pelier on March 29 (JC).

PLOCEIDAE: WEAVER FINCHES
HOUSE SPARROW
lar~e roost of
Vermont campus

BOMBYCILLIDAE: WAXWINGS
BOHEMIAN WAXWINGS This species swept into the
state in lar~e numbers with 75 reported on the
Burlin~ton Christmas Count and 150 in Shelburne
February 5 (WS). Other reports came from Lon­
donderry (3), Essex Center, Montpelier (8-29),
Barre (12), Brattleboro (2) and Grafton (6-8)
(SDA,FH,VC,MM,DVW,PS).
CEDAR WAXWING 50 birds were observed in Burlin~­

ton December 1 (WGE) and 80 were in Ver~ennes on
December 17 (BPG). The final report came from
Burlin~ton on January 4 when 40 were found at
Colchester Point. (B&ORE,CSP). It was not a
a ooc Year.

SYLVIIDAE: KINGLETS
GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET Scarce durin~ the winter
with only 7 reported on three Christmas Counts.
First reports came on March 25 in Norwich (2 ­
PMB) and ~Iinhall (WJN) wi t h birds. in Clarendon
and Woodstock on March 26 (LHP,EH).
RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET One report of returnin~

birds (2) at Sherburne on March 27 (J&EO).

BLUE JAYS appeared to be down statewide except
for a few exceptions and Frank Oatman noted many
diseased birds in Craftsbury.
COMMON RAVEN seemed to be a wei I established
winter resident with 61 birds reported on Christ­
mas Counts alone. A hi~h of 18 birds was in
Marshfield on January 29 (MBE). Bil I Norse had
a pair courtin~ on territorY in Winhal I February
28.
COMMON CRO~I

ber with 200
in Shelburne
bers dropped
March.

WINTER WREN continues to show UP in smal I numbe~

Birds were observed in Ferrisbur~ December 17
(B&TCG,D&AP), Woodstock on January 8 (FHM) and
Stockbrid~e on March 30 (EH).
CAROLINA WREN is another bird that is becomin~ a
re~ular winter visitor. This year it was re­
ported in Ferrisbur~ in December (BPG,AW), Bur­
lin~ton (2) December 1-16 and January 2 (WGE,FH)
and in Middlebury on January 19 where 2 were ob­
served re~ularlY at a feeder and found nest­
buildin~ on March 31 (fide WS).
LONG-BILLED MARSH WREN A sin~le bird, possiblY
the state's first winter record, which was ob­
served in Burlin~ton from December 1-10, was
presumed dead on the 10 (B&ORE,WGE,CSP).

MIMIDAE: MOCKINGBIRDS AND THRASHERS
MOCKINGBIRD, becomin~ wei I established winter
residents showed UP in Burlin~ton (3), Saxton's
River, Rutland, Woodstock, Brattleboro (2),
Ve r a enn e s '(3), Salisbury, Middlebury and Ferris­
bur~ for a total of 15 birds.
BROWN THRASHER Lin~erin~ birds in Woodstock
December 5 27 (FKT> and Brownsville the first
week in February (RoS) perished durin~ cold
snaps.

PARIDAE: CHICKADEES, TITMICE
BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE Avera~e numbers were
noted throu~hout the state except for a sli~ht

drop noticed on the Northeast Kin~dom Christmas
Counts.
BOREAL CHICKADEE showed UP in fairlY ~ood num­
bers December - February with 28 on Christmas
Counts (with the hi~h of 22 at Island Pond).
December had them in Braintree, Guilford, Bur­
lin~ton, Fairlee and Ver~ennes, and also found
in Woodstock, Vershire and Windsor in February.
TUFTED TITMOUSE This new winter visitant showed
UP on the Ferrisbur~ (1) and Bennin~ton (2)
Ch r i s t mas Coun t s • Bra ttl e b0 r 0 had sea son a I birds
December - March and Woodstock had the remainder
of the reports in December and February (PMB).

CERTHIIDAE: CREEPERS
BROWN CREEPER Althou~h this year's Christmas
Count total was double that of last year, the
bird was reported in its avera~e smal I numbers
throu~hout the season. Birds were heard sin~in~

in Burl i ne t on (WGE) and Winhall (~IJN) in late
Decembe r ,

TURDIDAE: THRUSHES AND BLUEBIRDS
AMERICAN ROBIN was present in small numbers
throu~h January (with flocks of 5 in Barre and 7
in Waltham (WGE,AW). 2 earlY returnin~ birds

SITTIDAE: NUTHATCHES
WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH Althou~h lower numbers
were found in the Craftsbury area, avera~e num­
bers were found elsewhere. Christmas Counts to­
taled 336 opposed to 388 last Year.
RED-BREASTED NUTHATCHES appeared way down with
Brattleboro the exception. 63 were on the
Christmas Counts and a bird in Norwich on March
19 was the first there for the season (HSR).
~linhall had a buildup in late March (WJN).
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SAVANNAH SPARROW The first returnin~ birds (12+)
were observed feedin~ at Herrick's Cove on March
28 (DC,PMB) No other reports for the season.
GRASSHOPPER SPARROW A sin~le bird found at a
feeder on the Saxton's River Christmas Count
(DPK et a l ) became Vermont's first winter record.
It was in rou~h shape when observed and could not
be found the next day.
VESPER SPARROW Early reports at Woodstock (2)
on March 25 (PMB) and Bethel on March 29.
DARK-EYED JUNCO (slate-colored) Scattered smal I
flocks (for the most part) were arouhd throu~h

the period with buildups be~innin~ in March.
DARK-EYED JUNCO (Ore~on) 1 was reported on the
Burlin~ton Christmas Count and 2 others were re­
ported without details.
TREE SPARROW wintered in avera~e numbers, build­
in~ in March.
CHIPPING SPARROW returned earlY with one at a
Grafton feeder on March 21 (DC) (2 on March 25).
4 were at Herrick's Cove on March 28 (DC,PMB).
FIELD SPARROW Lin~erin~ birds were found in the
Rutland-Clarendon area throu~h December. Birds
returned earlY to Burlin~ton (2) (WGE), Brattle­
boro (LPM) and Cabot (BBC) from March 25-29.
WHITE-THROATED SPARROW A few birds were present
near feeders throu~hout the winter with the
first returnin~ bird at Berlin on March 20 (BTB).
FOX SPARROW found on the Saxton's River (2) and
Winhal I Christmas Counts with the first return­
in~ bird recorded March 19 in Rockin~ham (PMB).
SWAMP SPARROW A lin~erin~ bird was found at ~

Londonderry feeder (DPK) on the Winhal I Christ­
mas Count.
SONG SPARROW 37 birds were tall ied on Christmas
Counts and a few birds remained throu~h the per­
iod. The main influx be~an around March 20 and
continued throu~hout the month.
LAPLAND LONGSPUR reports came from Fair Haven
February 2-8 (FSA), Ferrisbur~ (1) on February
22 (WGE), and Pomfret (2) on March 5 (RWU.
SNOW BUNTING showed up in ~ood numbers this win­
ter with flocks of 50 quite common. The hi~h of
180 was reached in Shelburne on February 3 (WGE,
B&ORE) .

- Frank Oatman
- Wayne Scott

Walter Ellison
- Don Clark

SPRING
SUMMER
FALL
WINTER
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RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD r e rna i ne d in s ma II numbers
throu~h December with onlY 22 on Christmas
Counts. 6 were at West Rutland Marsh December
19 (LHP) and the last were seen in Pittsford on
December 30 (HB). The first earlY returns were
on February 18 in Brattleboro (LPM) followed by
birds in Norwich on February 20 (HSR). A hi~h

of some 2000 birds was observed in Clarendon on
February 29 (EH).
RUSTY BLACKBIRD 1 bird was on the Bennin~ton

Christmas Count. Winha II had the first return­
in~ bird on March 21 (WJN) and 40+ were reported
from fourteen towns throu~h the end of the mont~

COMMON GRACKLE 24 birds were totaled on the
Christmas Counts. A bird was at a Ver~ennes

feeder on December 16 (BPG) and one wintered
over in Brattleboro (LPM). Birds returned earlY
with 3 in Wallin~ford March 3 (PDU), 1 in White
River Jct. on March 5 (EH) and 1 in Grafton on
March 7 (DC). Scattered si~htin~ continued,
peakin~ bY the end of the month.
BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD was down this winter with
308 birds on Christmas Counts compared to last
year's 1037. There were a few scattered reports
of overwinterin~ birds with avera~e numbers of
returnin~ birds from March 1 on.
CARDINAL This bird continues to increase its
winrer-PoPulation with this year's Christmas
Counts more than doublin~ last year's. The Feb­
ruary census showed a drop but Canaan ~ot its
first winter record for the species. A feeder
hi~h in Westminster had 15 birds (fide LPM).
Betty Weeks noted the hardiness of these birds
with the return of a four-Year-old crestless
bird at her feeder.

ERr NG rLLI DAE:
EVENING GROSBEAK seemed to be in avera~e numbers
in the southeastern section with flocks of 30-50
common. Elsewhere theY were way down, bein~ non­
existent in the Northe~st Kin~dom. Christmas
Counts totaled half of last Year's. An albino
was in Londonderry on February 10 (SDA).
PURPLE FINCH A crash in the cone crop was be­
lieved to have been the reason for the decline
of reports in very smal I numbers (11 birds from
six towns).
PINE GROSBEAK Found in avera~e numbers ~enerallY

throu~h February with the exception of the North­
east Kin~dom which found them way down after
last year's bonus numbers.
HOARY REDPOLL Reports in Plainfield and Crafts­
bury January 13 and March 1-23 respectivelY were
the onlY reports for this uncommon species.
COMMON REDPOLL Generall Y a a ood year with
flocks of 10-50 birds throu~hout. Of some 30+
reports received, hi~hs were reached in Hubbard­
ton (ALG) from February 26 - March 4 with 100­
130 birds and Shelburne with 250 on February 1
(WGE,B&ORE).
PINE SISKIN This species, also affected bY the
see d c r 0 p, was down d r as tic a I I Y. Not mo ret han
a dozen reports were received with no birds in
the Northeast Kin~dom (529 reported last year).
The hi~h was 50 birds in Middlebury on January
18 (WS).
AMERICAN GOLDFINCH Down over I a s t Year, it oc­
curred on I Y in s rn a II flocks I e a v i n a the North­
east Kin~dom in mid winter.
RED CROSSBILL occurred at four locales: Barre (7)
(FM) and Winhall <VIJN) on December 4; Mor~an (3)

on December 23 (GA) and Canaan (6-8) on January
16 (GA).
WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILL Uncommon as usual with
reports from: wa l t iria t o r d (5) January 11 (B&NWW),
Plymouth (10+) January 28 (JWH), Brattleboro (25)
late Jan. (LPM), Woodstock (11) FebruarY 16 (PMB),
Craftsbury (2) February 21, March 8 (TCW,CSP),
and Thetford (8) March 13 (JM).
RUFOUS-SIDED TOWHEE 2 birds were picked up on
the Ferrisbur~ Christmas Count, 1 wintered over
at a Sudbury Feeder (AP) and an exceptional I Y
earlY returnin~ bird heard on March 27 in Ran­
d0 Iph (EWC).
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John Wood
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The VERMONT INSTITUTE OF
NATURAL SCIENCE is a nonprofit
institution dedicated to nat­
ural historY research and en­
vironmental education

- April-MaY
- June-JulY
- Au~ust-November

- December-March

SPRING
SUr~MER

FALL
WINTER

Contributors are reminded to
send in rare and unusua I bird
s i eht in ~sat 0 n c e (0 r to c a I I
the Vermont Bird Alert) and to
submit your seasonal cards
prompt I Y at the end of each
season! This publication is
onlY as complete as YOU make
it!

VERMONT BIRD ALERT
802-457-2779

5:00pm-8:00am MondaY-FridaY
24 hours SaturdaY and Sunday
CALL IN YOUR RARE BIRD
SIGHTINGS!

The VERMONT INSTITUTE OF
NATURAL SCIENCE is a nonprofit
institution dedicated to
natural historY research and
environmental education for
all a a e s and levels. and is
supported solelY bY member­
ships and contributions.

$8 - individual
$12 - familY
$25 - support

Contributions are tax deduct­
ible and membership is open to
al I interested in this purpose.
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