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The big news of this spring migration was how
remarkably early much of it was. Both February and
March were characterized by unseasonably warm wea-
ther and a srate of early arrivals. Many species
which normally first appear during this reporting
period (April 1 to May 31) arrived in the "winter"
seasony especially during March--some of them in
numbers. The early thawing of lakes and ponds al-
lowed many ducksy for instances to move nhorth con-
siderably earlier than usuals some apparentliy
overflying Vermont in their haste to reach the
open water of Canadian breeding grounds. The early
and rapid thaw saw Lake Champlain reach an all-
time high of 101.7 feet on March 28 and a crest of
over 102 feet before the waters began to recede in
earily April.,

A total of 39 species was reported earlier
than they have been in the three previous vears of
this pubticationt and a remarkable 23 species were
earlier than ever beforey using Bob Spear's "Birds
of Vermont" as a guide. These totals include arri-
va'ls recorded in Don Clark's winter reporti but in
the .following I repeat February and March records
oniy when new information unavailable to Don

‘nges the picture.

April opened with a continuation of the long
mild period of late March., A generally dry cold
system April 7-12 dropped temperatures to record
lows in some areas (16°F April 12 at Burlington).
Good pushes of Ruby-crowned Kinglets April 14 at
Plainfield (MFM) and of several species April 15
at Winhall (WJN) were probably associated with the
breakup of that cold system. The exceptionally
warm third week of April (77°-910 davytime highs at
Burlington) brought a number of early arrivals on
prevailing southerly winds and continued the gen-
eral acceleration. A good shorebird flight in the
Brandon area began April 20 and continued through
the month. Tree Swallows and other migrant species
became hard to find when a second norther April
24-28 brought rain and snow. On the first day of
the breakup of that systems» April 28y Alan Pistor-
ius found an estimated 5+000 to 7:000 swallows
(99% Tree) over Lakes Bomoseen and Hortonia.

May weather was erratic but generally colder;s
cloudier (only six clear or partly cloudy days at
Burlington) and wetter than normal. Good pushes of
migrants on the 3rd and 7th at Winhall (WJN) and
on the 11th at both Winhall and Craftsbury (RAR)
were associated with heavier precipitation those
dates. Until May 18 the migration was proceeding
fairly wellsy the brief warm period May 14-17 no
doubt giving a boost 1o the continued acceleration
of the season. A 2o0oo0od push of warblers and other
species May 15 at Neweport (FOsSA) was preceeded by
a night of rain and brisk south windssy classic in-
gredients of a spring migrant "fallout." The
rieght of May 18 the temperature dropped and we had

ermittent snow or rain and considerably colder
. +an normal weather until the 27th. As much as a
foot of snow fell on some higher elevations. I
quote from notes submitted by Bifll Norse: "I fear
there were disasterous effects on the insectivo-
rous birds. For a couple of days thereafter the
woods were largely ominously silent. Such birds as

Catbirdss Towhees and Rose-breasted Grosbeaks
(particularly the latter)came in numbers to the
feeder. Many of the Grosbeaks seemed to be in a
starved condition. A resumption of warm weather at
the close of the month brought no large movement
of the late May migrants and the singing birds
seemed to be still fewer than before May 18." At
least three species atrrived later than normal:
doubtless due to this storm: Yellow-bellied Fly-
catchery Eastern Wood Pewee and Cedar Waxwing.
Good migrant waves May 23 at Island Pond (FOs;RAR:
GFE'WGE) and May 24 at South Woodstock (28 birds
banded--VINS) during the cold period indicates
that birds were moving. The push of the 23rd was
again associated with rain the night before and
into the morning. The cold system broke on the
27th and by the next day Burlington had a record
high of 83%; above normal temperatures held
through the end of the month.

Observer coverage was better than ever this
springs and more birders are submitting highly ap-
preciated analyses of the season. A total of 214
species and two additional forms wetre reporteds
compared to 212 species last spring. Appearing for
the first time ever in "Records of Vermont Birds"
aré |Bobwhite} (Caspian Ternf and [Dickcissell. White- -
winged Scoters, Black Scoters Giaucous Gull, Orange-:
crowned Warbler were not reported in the three
previous springsi and Burlington's{Northern Phala~"
‘ropesf{seem to be the first ever seen here in_ the
spring. Also notable was a Ruddy Duck at North
‘Montpeliers Blue-winged and "Brewster's" Warblers
at Sudbury, nesting Blue-gray Gnatcatchers at Ver-
non and Lake Bomoseen; and big increases in the
numbers of Mockingbirdss, Yellow-throated Vireos
and House Finches.

One of the more spotrting aspects of birding is
the "big davy" or "century run:" when a team of ob-
servers staving always within voice contact of
each other sees how many species they can find in
a single 24 hour day. On May 23 Frank Oatmans Rose
Ann Rowlett, George and Walter Ellisons covering
275 miles by car and ca. 9 miles by foots on a run
between Island Pond and Dead Creeks, 2:30 a.m. to
9:30 p.m.y logged 121 speciess 3 new record for
the state. I am convinced that with good weather a
big day of 140 species is entirely possible.

LOONS AND GREBES

A Common lLoon at Button Bay on April 3 (WJN) was
the first seen after the March’bird previously re-
ported. Danville had the next records 1 on April a3
(KW), after which there were over 15 scattered re-
portss including a high of 14 at Shelburne and
Burlington on April 28 (WGE»BSE,ORE). The scarce
Red-necked Grebe: unreported tast springs was seen
3 times: individuals were sighted April 18 at
Fairlee (GFEsWGE)» April 20 at Wilder (WGE), and
May 24 at Kettle Pond in Marshfield (SA). There
were 5 reports of Horned Grebe: 1 on April 11
Tinmouth (FO0sJW); 3 on April 16, Buriington (FO0,
CSP)3 1 on April 18, West Fairlee (GFEsWGE); and 1
on April 20, Wilder (GFE). Pied-billed Grebes
arrived considerably earlier than usual (see win-
ter report)., Still early were single birds April 1
at East Barre (LNM) and April 2 at Brattleboro
(WN). There were scattered reports thereafter, in-
cluding 1 on April 15 at Barnets where they are
uncommon (CW). Eleanor Ellis noted only 1 in the




North Springfield Dam areas where a few vears ago

they were common in spring.

CORMORANT AND WADING BIRDS

A Double-crested Cormorants scarce in Vermonty
seen April 20 at Burlington (WGEsBSE+ORE). The
Great Blue Heron at Missisquoi on March 25 (GFO0)
was earlys though even earlier arrivals were re-
corded (see winter report). Most observers consi-
dered numbers upy after last season's lowy» through
out April and Mavyi a hiegh of ca. 300 at Missisaquoi
(GF0) is notable indeed. Green Herons reached
Vernon by April 17 (WN)s Shelburne Pond by April
24 (BSESORE)y Woodstock by April 29 (PMB), Missis-
auoi by May 5 (GF0)s and Craftsbury by May 47 (FO0)
Burlington observers averaged 2 sightings per week
2 birds per sighting (WGE:BSEyORE). Cattle Efrets
continue to increasesy showing up this sering at a
number of locations away from their Lake Champlain
breeding area. The earliest were 2 at Burlington
on April 20y where the seasonal high of 7 was set
on April 23 (WGE,BSEsORE). Notable were singdles at
Springfield on May 1 (DC)y Plainfield on May 7
(MFMs LNM)y and North Danville on May 12 (ECr). A
group from High Peaks Audubon Societys Essexs New
York found Cattle Egrets already breeding on the
Four Brothers Islands on May 15. There were 2 re-
ports of Great Egdrety the first in spring since
1974: 1 at Roundy's Cove near Bellows Falls on
April 18 (WK)s and 1 present April 18 to ca. May 4
at West Swanton (GFO0). A Black-crowned Night Heron
April 4 at Herrick's Cove (FHM) seems earlyi and 3
at Hartland on April 17 is €ood for the Connecti-
cut Valley (GFEsWGEyet al). Birds had reached West
Barnet by April 18y 4 seen (CW)§ Dead Creek by
April 30 (WJN)} and Missisquoi by May 1y 3 seen
(GF0), They were found nesting on the Four Bro-
thers Islands on May 15 (HPAS) and seemed in nor-
mal numbers at scattered colonies over the state.
The scarce and elusive Least Bittern was reported
3 times: May 15 and May 18, West Rutland Marsh
(SBLsy LHPyRWP,DD); and May 29y 1 at Herrick's
Coves Rockingham (DCyJCysPS)s the first record for
that area. The spring's first American Bittern was
seen April 15y 1 at Grafton State Forest (DC).
Individuals were seen at Missisquoi by April 217
(GF0) and at Island Pond by April 25 (CWJ),» after
which they appeared in normal numbers across the
state. The high count of 11 on May 1 at West Rut-
land Marsh (GFEs;WGE»et al) no doubt represents mi-
gratory as well as resident individuals.

was

GEESE AND DUCKS

Canada Geese reappreatred early this springsy as re-
ported in the winter seasonal summary. Honkers
continued to arrive throughout late March and
early Aprils but the flight apparently peaked
April 14 to 29. George 0'Shea recorded about 10,000
Canadas April 14 and 15 in Missisquoi Bavyi John
Peterson of Essexs New York wrote of "a near raft
of 1,500 in New York waters with perhaps even lar-
ger numbers beyond them in Vermont waters"™ on
April 22. Very late indeed was the group of 32
seen on the Passumpsic River near St. Johnsbury on
June 13 (FOsRAR). George 0'Shea reported the sea-
son's only Brant, a group of 3 in Missisauoi Bay
on April 14. Again this spring, Snow Geese ap-
peared in quite good numberssy with sightings from
March 17 to May 27 and with a high count of 1,000
in Missisaquoi Bay on April 14 (GFO0). The blue
form of the Snow Gooses rare in Vermonts was first
seen April 3 (BBPyJP). The 10 Mallards seen feed-
ing in manure at Mockton on March 19 (WS) were
probably spring migrantss though Mallards occa-
sionally overwinter in Vermont. They were first
reported (all small flocks) March 24 at Walliing-
ford (DD), March 27 at Seringfield (DC)y, April 1
at East Montpelier (MFMyLNM), and April 17 at
Missisquoi Refuge (MFMiLNM). There were no reports
of large concentrations. A nest with 7 eggs was
found in West Rutland Marsh on May 23 (RWP), and
George 0'Shea considered the nesting population at
Missisauoi normal. 60 Black Ducks at Mockton (WS)
represent the seasonal high count. Walter Ellison
considered numbers average at Burlington with the
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bulk of migration occurring in March. At Spring-
field numbers seemed lower than usual (EE). A fe-
male with vyoung was found May 29 at Herrick's Cove
(DC+JCHyPS)y and at Missisauoi nesting populations
were down(GF0). The Gadwall was down to its usual
few reports after last spring's influxs April 28,
a pair and May 5y 3 at Shelburne (WGE,BSE,ORE);
May 13y 1 at Winhall (WJN)? and May 15, 3 at Kent
Pond in Killington (JMV). Pintails apparently
moved through early (in March) and in lower than
usual numbers. The few scattered April reports
were all from the Champliain Valley but for 1 seen
April 15 at Newbury (CW). Burlington's last record
was 1 seen April 23 (WGE»BSEsORE). 2 pair of Pin-
tails may have bred at Missisauoi (GF0). Walter
Ellison concluded from Burlington that most Green-
wingded Teal migration occurred in Marchs early for
this species., The April high count was a low 20 at
Herrick's Cove on the 9th (DC)§ by late in the
month birds were in normal numbers at their few
breeding areas. Blue-winged Teal migration was
poorly reported, in part because the migration it-
self was poor. The earltiest report on hand is
March 26, a pair at Arlington (RK). The editor
noted very small numbers at Craftsburys Don Clark
failed to see this species at Grafton, where it's
normally a regular visitant’ and Walter Eillison
could report only 2-4 per day in the Burlington
area. Yet breeding populations at Missisauoi
seemed normal (GFO0). American Wigeons moved through
much earlier than usuals, with the peak apparentliy
occurring in March. April 4 was the final date at
Herrick's Cove (FHM),» though a high of 35 was re-
corded April 15 at Mississauoi (GF0). Final date

for the season was April 25, 2 at Sandbar Reserve
on Lake Champlain (WGE,BSE»OREsCSP). The Northern

Shoveler was also early this vearj) all Buriington
records were in March (WGE). There were 7 addi-
tional sightings of this scarce ducks April 3 -
May 4, with a high of 6 at Missisquoi on April 6
(GF0)» Wood Ducks arrived about as expecteds with
a March 20 first bird at Wevbridge (BBP), and with
early pairs on March 25 at both Arlington (RK) an“
Missisaquoi (GFO0). High counts of migrants weres v
on April 7 at Londonderry (WJN). 14 on April 25 at
Sandbar Reserve (WGEsBSEyOREsCSP)s and 7 on May &
at Seringfield (DC). On May 18 a female with 5
vyoung was seen at South Wallingford (DD)», and a
breeding count of 27 (14 voung) was made at Sand-
bar Reserve on May 23 (FO+RAR»GFE:WGE)« The rare
Redhead was seen twice: 1 on Apriil 3 at Chimney
Points: Lake Champlain (GFEsWGEset al)j and 1 on
April 6 at Newbury (CW). In the Chamelain Valley
Ring-necked Ducks were first reported March 15 at
Arlingtons 2 seen (RK). See winter report for
cther March records. Ring-necks reached London-
derry by April 5, 2 seen (WJN)F and Missisauoi Re-
fuge by April 17, 12 seen (MFMs LNM)5 a high count
of 13 was obtained April 29 at Swanton (WGE;BSEy

ORE)., In the Connecticut Valleysy Herrick's Cove
had the highest count of 40+ on April 3 (DC et al¥
Springfield had 11 the same date (EE); and Newbury

had 1 on April 6 (CW). In addition to those listed
in the winter reportsy there were 7 reports of Can-
vasback but no really high concentrations: 1-5
seen March 1-4 at Arlington (RK)? 8 on April 3 at
Chimney Point (GFEsWGEset al)3 38 on Aeril 3 on
the Connecticut River (WN)§ 40+ on April 3 at Her-
rick's Cove (DC et al)i 12 on April 17 at Missis-
quoi (MFM,LNM){ 2 on April 18 at Bellows Falls,
where others were seen earlier (EE)S and 1 on April
20 at Button Bay (WJN). Greater Scaup apparently
wintered on Champlain (WGE), where a high count of
17 was made April 3 at Chimney Point (GFEsWGEset
al). There were only 2 other reportss 1 on April
18 at Lake Fairlee (GFEsWGE)s and 15 on April 30
at Button Bay (WJUN). There were a scant 2 records
of Lesser Scaupy» apparently because they simply
overflew Vermont this mild spring: 12 on Aprii 3°
in Ferrisburg (GFE'WGEset al)y and 62 at Missis-
quoi on April 17 (MFMs LNM). Thetre were scattered
reports of Common Goldeneyes during the winter
seasony but migratory movement began earily in
April. Burlington observers averaged about 10 per
dayy with a maximum count of 40 on April 25 (WGE,




BSEyOREYCSP)3} 1 at Newbury on April 6 was unusual

there (CW); at least 1 pair bred at Sandbar Re-
serve (WGE)., Buffleheads were "present in April in
normal numbers" along Champlain (WGE), with high

counts of 6 on April 15 and 18 (WGE,BSE,ORE). They
were reported sporadically elsewhere in the state:
including 1 at Weathersfield on April 23 where the
species is unusual (EE). The final record was
April 20, 5 seen at Button Bay (WJN). The 3 WHITE-
WINGED SCOTERS present Aprii 28 - May 6 at Bur-
lington (WGEsBSE+ORE) represent the first spring
record of this species in the four vears of this
report. Two pair of Surf Scoters a species unre-
corded last spring, were seen April 20 at Button
Bay (WJUN). George Ellison's adult male BLACK
SCOTER at Wilder April 19 established the first
spring record in four vears. Also unusual was the
RUDDY DUCK--rare any season in Vermont--seen by
Marion Metcalf April 7 at North Montpelier Pond.
The earliest Hooded Merganser record on hand is
March 417y a pair at Arlington (RK)y after which
the migration was about average (ca. 35 seen) as
small flocks moved to breeding areas in Vermont
and farther north. Doris Dolt found 2 females with
a total of 11 voung on May 30 in the Wallingford
area. Common Mergansers were seen throughout the
seasonsy with highs on April 3 of 24 at Burlington
(WGE+BSEsORE) and of 28 on the Connecticut River
(WN)y and ca. 40 on April 47 at North Springfield
Dam (EE). Several observers recorded final mi-
grants about May 1, though 3 were seen May 11 at
Londonderry (WJN). There were 4 records of Red-
breasted Mergansers» all but 1 from Lake Champlain:
2 on May 5 at Burlington (WGEsGFEsBSEyORE), and 2
on April 4 on the White River at Bethel (EHa).
Wayne Scott reported that Red-breasteds were
sighted on Champiain in March.

VULTURES THROUGH HAWKS

Unfavorable weather again hampered the spring hawk
watchs scheduled for the weekend of April 24 and
25. In facts too few reports were submitted to
Justify a separately published summarysy so data
jor the hawk watch are analyzed below. )

’ There is ample evidence that unseasonably warm
March and mid-April weather brought many hawks
back eariy. It's likely that the weekend of April
24-25 would not have coincided with maximum Broad-
wing movement» as hopedy even if conditions had
been ideal those dates.

Conditions were far from ideal. After eight
days of unseasonably warm weather with winds gen-
erally southerly or westerlys temperatures dropped
with the entrance of a cold front on April 23. By
April 24 winds had shifted from a northerly to a
westerly direction in the north half of the state
(with gusts up to 35 mph at Mt. Elmore). The south
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half of the state had also begun to feel
fects of the front, though winds were lighter (at
Graftony in the far southy still southerly) and
temperatures not so unseasonally cool as farther
north. Though none of the lookouts recorded preci-
pitation on Saturdays cloud cover was evervwhere
increasing. In short, after many days of very fav-
orable weather for hawk migration, April 24 was
not auspicious.

A number of sites did record !ight movement of

hawkssy all in the southern half of the state. It
is unfortunate that only one site in the north was
manned; there (Mt. Elmore) observers saw no hawks
in six hours of observation. It is possible that
hawks continued to move north across the state un-
til they reached the heart of the cold fronts and
then stoppred. With so few reportss one can only
speculate., It is interestings though, that Alan
Pistorius at Sudburyy Frank Oatman at Mt. Elmore,
and Fred Merrill at Barnard saw hawks moving south
The one Goshawk 0Oatman saw doing this might have
been a local resident. But there is no doubt that
the 5 hawks (1 Red-~tails 2 Broad-wings, 1 uniden-
tified buteos and 1 unidentified hawk species)
Pistorius saw "moving straight south" were birds
in passage. At Luce's Lookouts, Merrill also listed
(without details) several hawks moving north to
south between 11:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon. Several
things might account for this reversal of normal
directioni but it is difficult not to specutlate
that they turned back upon encountering the
stronger effects of the cold front as they moved
north into it. If this is the cases» one wonders
why a relatively small percentage of the hawks--
5 out of 24 at Sudbury’ number uncertain at Bar-
nards but less than 5 out of 16é--were observed to
have turned back. Obvious!lys we still have a lot
of work to do on spring hawk migration!

I can say with certainty that by April 25 the
weather was adverse enough that no hawk watchers
attempted coverage. What the hawks were doing in

the ef-

the rainy snow and fog of April 25 we can only
guess.
On April 244y 27 observers at five different

sites saw a total of 105 hawks in 36 hours of ob-
servation (111% observer hoursy 1.06 hawks per oh-
server-hour). There were no surprises. Broad-wings
werey, as expecteds the most commoeni no great rari-
ties were seen.

ALL FOLLOWING RECORDS EXCLUDE HAWK WATCH FIGURES:
A Turkey Vulture was sighted near Addison on the
very early date of March 13 (RMu). A total of 38
TV's were reported in April and May, further evi-
dence of the gains this invading species has made
in the last two vears in Vermont. A high of 7 was
reported at West Rutland and Bomoseen on May 1
(GFEyWGEset al). Especially noteworthy are reports

MIGRANT HAWKS:

TV 6 SS UA RT RS BW

Mt. Elmore

(Morrisville)

Sudbury 1 3 3 1 12

Luce's Lookout 4 1 4 1 1

(Barnard)

White Rock Cliffs 1 3

(Waltlingford)

Grafton 5 6

Prospect Hill 2 1 2 3 3 6

(Dummerston)

lfotals 3 1 9 4 16 2 28
TV= Turkey Vultures, G= Goshawk,

RT= Red-tailed Hawk,
fied buteos MH=
cony
was covered:

Marsh Hawk:

SS= Sharp-shinned Hawk,
RS= Red-shouldered Hawk:
0S= Osprevy
UU= unidentified hawk of unknown type,
ObHr= observer-hours

SATURDAY, 24 APRIL 1976

UB MH 0S AK UF UU Total 0b Hr  ObHr

0 2 6 12

2 1 1 24 3 9 15

4 1 16 6 6 24
2 1 1 1 9 5 3% ATk

9 1 4 25 3 5 13

10 1 2 1 31 8 6 30

27 1 2 5 1 6 105 27  35% 111y

UA= unidentified accipitery
BW= Broad-winsged Hawk, UB= unidenti-

American Kestrely UF= unidentified fali-
Ob= observerss Hr= number of hours site

AK=



from Craftsbury--single birds on both April 20 and
May 31 (RAR»AG.JW)--and from the Missisquoi Delta
at Sheldon--2 on April 8s 1 on May 10-11, and 1 on
May 15 (GF0)7 these apparently represent the nor-
thernmost records in the state. There were 7 re-
ports of Goshawk in April and Mays the same number
as in the spring of 1975. About 20 Sharp-shinned
Hawks were reported, doubling last season's total.
The increased sightings of both the Sharepie and
the Cooper's are no doubt due in part to better
observer coverage} but both these accipiters seem
genuinely on the rebound from the pesticide-pro-
duced lows of the 1950's and 1960's. Sharp-
shinneds overwintered in fair numbers, and return-
ing birds began arriving in late March. A total of
12 Cooper's Hawks were reportedi this represents a
notable increase over the last three springs--1 in
1973y 2 in 1974, and 3 in 1975. Red-tailed Hawks
were reported in average humbers throughoul the
seasony with highs of 9 in western Vermont on
April 3 (GFEsWBEset al) and 9 sighted going over
Vergennes on April 14 (BPG). A Red-tail was on a
nest at Woodstock on May 4 (MCH). Approximately 17
Red-shouldered Hawks were reported in April and

Mays though first arrivals came mostly in February
and March as revealed in the winter report. A pair
vwere observed nest building on April 24 in West

(J&JH). Broad-winged Hawks were seen
though no notable concentrations
The species had reached

Brattleboro
in good numberss
of migrants were reported.
Craftsbury by April 14 (F0)» Sudbury by April 17
(AP)s Stratton by Apri! 19y and Peacham by April
21 (CW). Six Rough-legged Hawks were reportedswith
the latest being 2 seen May 22 at Plainfield (RE).
There were 4 reports of the scarce Bald Eagle:
Mary Kopps and Jeanne Sherman observed an immature
from I89 in Randolph on April 1337 and Harold
Rising had 3 sightings in Norwich--1 adult on
April 24, 1 immature on April 29, and 1 adult on
April 30. A total of 15 Marsh Hawks was reporteds
the earliest in Brideort on March 28 (PMB,EH).
Earliest sightinds were made April 3 at Salisbury
(WSrAP) and Dead Creek (GFE+WGEset al)s April 13
at Craftsbury (F0)» and April 17 at Missisquoi
(MFMyLNM). The Osprey flight was good again this
springy with a total of 62 birds seen between
March 30 (1 at Mississaquoi--GF0) and May 18. 0s-
preys had reached Wallingford by Aprit 17 (BCW,
NWW)s» Weathersfield by April 20 (EE)s Norwich by
April 21 (HSR), and Craftsbury by May 5 (RAR)} on
the west side of the states first reports were
from Lincoln on April 22 (BPG et al) and Shelburne
Pond on April 25 (WGEsBSEsORE). There were 4 re-
ports of Merliny all of single birds: April 14 at
Waterford (WCa),» April 15 at Burlington (WGE).,
April 23 at Winhall (WJN), and April 28 at Norwich
(HSR). The Waterford bird was seen taking a Star-
ling at a feeding station (Yip, Yip!), and the
Winhall and Norwich individuals were also visiting
feeders. American Kestrels appeared in good num-
bers throughout the seasons with early returning
birds building to a high of 5 on February 26 in
North Ferrisburg (WS et al). Other high counts were
18 on April 3 over a wide area in western Vermont
(GFE+WGEset al)s 20+ on April 4 from along Routes
191 and 189 between Brattleboro and Montpelier
(WN)y and 10 in a single groupr heading north over
Grafton on April 18 (DC).

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS

The BOBWHITE was reported for the first time in
the four vears of this publication. Frank Oatman:
Rose Ann Rowlett, George and Walter Ellison spot-
ted an adult May 23 near Burlington. Since the
Bobwhite is apparently not a native of Vermont,
all birds seen are either recent escapees or sur-
vivors of the numerous attempts to introduce the
species. There were too few reports of Ruffed
Grouse populations to draw conclusions. But obser-
vers at Burlington (WGE) considered numbers aver-
agey while reporters from Springfield (EE) and
Craftsbury (F0) suspected birds were not as common
as 2-3 vears ago. A Ruffed Grouse nest with 10
egds was found in Plainfield May 2 (fide MFM),
a8 brood of 12 observed May 30 in the Missisauoi

and
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Delta (GF0). The RING-NECKED PHEASANT is another
species introduced rather unsuccessfuliy and seil-
dom seen in Vermont. Doris Dolt reported 1 seen on
two different occasions by people on East Street
in Wallingford (no dates available). The Wild Tur-
keys introduced in southern Vermont are doing well
and spreading. There were reports from Sudburys
Shaftsburys Clarendony Rutlands, Wallingfords, Hart-
landy and Grafton. Roy Pilcher reported a nest
with 14 eggs on May 21 at Whipple Hollows Proctor
area.

RAILS AND GALLINULES

Virginia Rails were reported in normal numbers
from theilr few known breeding sitess the first on
April 17 at West Rutliand Marsh (LHP). By May 1 the
Ellisons found a high of 8 at the same place. We
need more work on the arvival datess breeding
dates and population densities of all the rallidae
in Vermont. There were 7 reports of the Soras the
earliest 1 on April 24 at Shelburne Pond (WGE:BSE»
ORE). The high of 6-8 was logged May 23 at Newport
marshes (FOsRAR»GFEsWGE)§ the other reports were
from Swanton, Burlington, Dead Creek and West Rut-
land Marsh. Common Gallinules were present in very
smal! numbers at their few regular locations--5 at
West Swanton by April 22 (GF0)s, 1 at Shelburne
Pond by April 24 (WGE,BSE,ORE)s and 3 at Dead
Creek by April 30 (WJN). Gallinules were also re-
ported from Sandbar Reservey West Rutland Marshy
and Burilington's Intervale.

PLOVERS AND SANDPIPERS
The Semipaimated Plover was reported onces from
Brattleboro on May 27 (DVW). The first 2 Killdeer
on February 21 at Bennington (MV) were earlier
than usual, as in fact was the 1 spotted February
26 at North Ferrisburg (WS et al). There were nu-
merous rerports in Marchs but peak movement seemed
to come mid to late April, with a high of 25
in an East Calais meadow on April 13 (MFM).
2 downy Young were found April 24 at Shelburne
(WGE»BSE»ORE) and a nest with 3 eggs May 15 at
Bridgewater (WGE). American Woodcocks began to
move back into Vermont early in March and movemen!
peaked in late March (see winter report). Numbers
of both Woodcock and Snipe seemed average. Common
Snipve also first appeared in February and movement
continued through the season. The scarce Ueland
Sandpiper was reported only onces 1-2 seen April
29 aond 30 at Orwell (AP). Spotted Sandpipers
appeared earlyy, with a first of 2 on April 9 at
Norwich (HSR). They were at Otter Creek by April
29 (DD)» at Barre by May 7 (MFMsLNM)s and at Iras-
burg by May 8 (FOsJW). Numbers of migrants seemed
averagej and a nest with 4 eggs was located at
West Rutland Marsh on May 27 (RWP). A Solitary
Sandpipetr was seen April 20 at Cornwall Swamp for
the seasonal first (AP). A Solitary had reached
Craftsbury by April 29 (RAR)» though most obser-
vers reported initial sightings May 8 to 15. A re-
port on May 22 at Randolph (EH) closed the migra-
tion. Greater Yellowliegs moved through the state
Aprii 20 to May 22, with the first count (of 17)at
Cornwall Swamp (AP)y where there was a hisgh of 25
on April 25 (APyWS). Only 10 additional birds were
seen. The Lesser Yellowlegs was reported only
twicer 1 near Salisbury on April 25 (AP WS)» and 2
at North Springfield Dam on May 1 (EE). There were
onty 2 reports of Pectoral Sandpiper: 10 at Corn-
wall Swamp on April 25 (AP,WS),» and a notable
flock of 35 on the Lamoille River near Cambridee
May 23 (FOyRAR»GFEsWGE). Single birds believed to
be Dowitcher species (the observer was uncertain)
were seen March 30 and April 1s at Danby and Wal-
tingford respectively (BCW). If the birds were
actually Dowitchers they would doubtless represent
the earliest ever seen here. A flock of 26 Dow-
itchers (species undertermined) May 23 is a good
number for Vermont (FO,»RARsGFEsWGE)} and a flock
of 8 (species undetermined) on May 27 at Brattle-
boro (DVW) closed the migration. A flock of 7
\CAROPES] seen May 20 at Burlington by
the Eastmans and Walter Ellison apparently estab-
lished the first spring record for Vermont.




GULLS AND TERNS

A second vear GLAUCOUS GULL April 2 at Burlingten
was the last of a good flight in March and the
first spring report in four vears (WGE,BSE,ORE).
The same observers in Burlington submitted the
only reports of Great Biack-backed Gull--1 on
April 2 and 2 on April 21--though members of the
High Peaks Audubon Society found 8+ on May 15 on
the Four Brothers Islands where the species nested
in 1975. Herring Gulls seemed in average numbers

at Burlington (maximum 100 on April 2--WGE) and on
Lake Memphremagog (F0). There were 5 reports from
eastern Vermonts April 16 to 29y and a curious re-
cord of 1 bird which for about 10 days prior to
May 25 fed in fields at Bethe!| during the day and
roosted in a barn at night (EHa). Ring-billed
Guils appeared in average numbers along lLake Cham-
plainy with a 2ood migration in early April vield-
ing a seasonal high of 2+000 April 3 (GFEsWGEsJAMX
There were numerous sightings as usual elsewhere
across the state in April and May, all of 1 or 2
birds but for 35 seen May 5 at Caspian Lake (RAR).
There were only 3 spring season reports of Bona-
parte's Gulls: 5 on May 6 at Burlington (WGE:BSE,
ORE)y 1 May 15th at Newport (FO0sSA)s and 1 May 27
at Caspian Lake (F0). Common Terns, uncommon Cham-
plain nesterss reappeared early on Aptril 25 when

2 were seen at the Sandbar Reserve (WGEsBSEsORE).
May 5 was the first record at the colony nesting
offshore from St. Albans (GF0). The adult CASPIAN
TERN seen by Frank Oatmans Rose Ann Rowlett:
George and Walter Ellison May 23 at Newport is the
first ever reported to "Records of Vermont Birds",.
Black Terns had returned to their Missisauoi
breeding area by May 5» where a high count of 150~
175 was made May 15 (GF0). They were also reported
from Lake Memphremagog and Dead Creeks where they
also breedi and they may have bred for the first
time at Burlington's Intervale (FOsWGEset al).

DOVES AND CUCKOO0S

Rock Doves (or Pigeons) were present in normal num-
bers. Observers at Clarendon (LHP) and Grafton
(DC) considered Mourning Dove numbers down during
spring midrations though many overwintered. The
earliest reported were 9 on February 26 at Middle-
bury (AW)s; and the seasonal high was 30 on April
30 at Dead Creek (WJN). A pair of Mourning Doves
was nesting at Proctor by April 25 (RWP). A Yellow
billed Cuckoo seen by Walter Ellison and Barbara
Eastman May 20 at Colchester represents the first
spring report since 1973. There were 7 reports of
the scarce Black=billed Cuckoos the first on May
15 at Weathersfield (EE).

0WLS

The rare Screech 0wl was reported only once--1 oh
April 27 at Burlington (WGEsBSE). There were 7
scattered reports of Great-horned 0Owly a resident
species in Vermont. A Snowy Owl was present at
Hartland until April 42 (HM)s the season's only
report. Barred Owls were reported from Clarendon
(LHP)sy Londonderry (WJN)s, Grafton (DCsPS) and Wal-
lingford (DD). The season's only Saw-whet Owl was
called up by Whit Nichols with a tape recorder on
May 14 at Marlboro.

WHIP-POOR-WILL THROUGH KINGFISHER

The Whip=-poor-wil| was reported oniy 4 times, com-
pared to 14 reports last spring: April 27, 1 at
Passumpsic (AC); May 10, 1 and May 23, 4 at Spring
field (EE)3 and May 27s 1 at Plainfield (AJ). The
first Common Nighthawk was reported on the early
date of April 27 at Passumpsic (AC)s; though the
only other reports of this May and June arrival
were 1 on May 26 at White River Jct. (GFEsWGE) and
1 on May 27 at Rutland (LHP). Chimhey Swiftis
arrived about as expectedy with the first on May 4
2 at West Rutland (GFEsWGEset al). They reached
Addison by May 2 (AP). At Burlinegton a flock of
250 (the seasonal high ) was seen May 6 and May 12
(WGE+BSEsORE)} also high was a count of "several
hundred" over Swanton on May 20 (GF0). Away from
Champlain swifts were a bit laterji they reached
Grafton by May 2 5 seen (DC)§ Strafford by May 10
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(HR)} Plainfield by May 11y 3 seen (MFM)} Crafts-
bury by May 14, 6 seen (F0){ and the St. Johnsbury

1 seen (WCh). Ruby-throated Hum-
mingbirds were well reportedy with a first on May
6 at Weathersfield (EE). Individuals were first
seen May 8 at Sudbury (AP)s May 10 at Norwich
(HSR)» May 13 at St. Johnsbury (PDsHaR)» and May
17 at Craftsbury (F0). The high count was 15 on
May 22 at Bennington (WN). Small numbers of Belted
Kingfisherssy which overwinter locally, seem to
have begun returning in late March. One was seen;
quite early for this northern locales on March 27
at Newport (FO0sCSP). Birds had reached the follow-
ing areas by the dates given: Lake Bomoseens March
20 (FSA)§ Addison County areas March 28 (WSsDoB)S§
Rochester and Wells Rivers March 31 (RAB){ Missis-
quois April 2 (GF0)5 and St. Johnsbury Center:
April 25 (WCh). The high count was 4 on April 30
at Dead Creek (WJN)3 by mid-May normal numbers of
Kingfishers were at breeding areas across the
state.

area by May 17,

WOODPECKERS

A Common Flicker March 25 at Winhal!l (WJN) was the
earliest reportedi also in the vanguard were indi-
viduals March 28 at Bennington (MV) and March 30
at Missisquoi (GF0). Most areas reported first
arrivals early to mid-April, with the first in
hortheast Vermont not until April 17 at Craftsbury
(FO'RAR) and April 19 at St. Johnsbury (MM). Num-
bers seemed hormals though we need more data on
dates of peak movement. Pileated Woodpeckers were
seen as usual in low numberss though Don Clark ob-
served that they seem on the increase in the
Grafton area. There were 5 reports of the rare

and local Red-headed Woodpeckerz 1 on May 8 near
Panton (MFM)j 2 around May 23 at Grafion (DC)H§ 1
May 23 at Townshend LPM)§j 1 May 25 in Marliboro
(LNM)3 and 1 May 27 at Barre (BJ). A Yellow-
bellied Sapsucker March 25 at Winhall (WJN) was
the earliest spring report in four vears. The
birds seemed in notrmally low numbers, first appear-
ing at Bennington Aprii 11 (FO0+JW)$3 Ciarendon
April 14 (LHP); Burlington April 165 4 seen for
the seasonal high (F0,CSP)i and Craftsbury April
17: 2 seen (FO0,RAR). Hairy and Downy Woodpeckers
are resident vear-round across Vermont though
movement does occur as some northern birds move
into the state in winter and some of our summer
populations move farther south. This movement is
difficult to monitor, but at her Wallingford feed-
ing station Betty Weeks made a special effort. Two
individually identifiable Hairy males were present
from Dec. 15 ony accompanied by 2 females-~appar-
ent evidence of winter pair bonding. "But on Janu-
ary 1y January 26 and March 13y 3 females were
present at one time. The March 13 females" Mrs.
Weeks wrote,"seems the only possible '"migratory'
bird. She was unwelcome to the 2 'resident' fe-
males." Such careful observation is commendables
one could speculate that the January females were
continuing a movement souths the March bird possi-
bly returning northward. Mrs. VWeeks also noted
that by mid-May the 2 identifiable males and their
2 females were already dingy and dirtys presumably
from feeding Young. A Hairy nest was found May 24
in Grafton (DC)} and an aberrant or dved bird with
vellow plumage in place of white was seen May 12
in Nerthfield (MCH). Most observers listed Downys
as less common than Hairys. Despite a careful
lookout for intrusive individuals which might be
migrantss Betty Weeks saw none. Two females in
apparent territorial dispute were seen April 17 at
Weathersfield (EE)S and by late Mays, Downys at

" Wallingford were apparently feeding voung (BCW).

The Island Pond nesting area of the Black-backed

Three-toed Woodpecker produced the only reports of

this rare species: 1 on May 15 (F0sSA)i and 1 on
May 29 (AG).
FLYCATCHERS
Remarkably earily was an Eastern Kingbird April 15
in the Missisquoi Delta (GFO0)3} Bob Spear's "Birds

of Vermont" shows no record for the species in
Aprils Other first arrivals (singles uniess noted)



were: Clarendon April 21 (LHP), Wallingford May 7
(DD)y West Woodstock May 8 (3 seen~-EH)s Otter
Creek May 10 (AP)y» Albany May 12 (RAR)» and St.
Johnsbury May 14 (fide RC). Several obhersvers com-
mented on the scarcity of Kingbirds, doubtless due
to fatalities produced by the May cold snap. The
high was 5 seen May 14 at West Rutland (WJN).
Great Crested Filycatchers were first seen May 5 at
Sudbury (AP)» May 9 at Sheliburne Pond (WGEs+BSE):,
May 10 at Weathersfield (EE)s May 14 at Plainfield
(MFM)y May 16 at Swanton (GF0)s and May 17 at West
Waterford (DWi). Bill Norse considered the species
scarce in the Manchester area: though at Burling-
ton Walter Ellison found "average numbers" (2-4
per day) throughout the season. Good numbers of
Eastern Phoebes arrived in March (see winter re-
port) in the southern part of the state. They
reached Sudbury (AP) and Weathersfield (EE) by
Aprii 2, Plainfield by April 3 (MFM), and Swanton
by Aprit 15 (GFO0). Numbers seemed average (4-5 per
day at Burlington--WGE). The Yellow-bellied Fly-
catcher was far better reported this spring,
though the May cold front seems to have delaved
arrival. The earliiest was 1 on May 22 in Benning-
ton (WN et al)i 1 was found in the Island Pond
breeding area on May 23y (FO»RARYWGE)j 1 was banded
May 24 at South Woodstock (VINS)? and highs were
obtained May 29 at both Mt. Killingtons 3 seen
(GFEyWGEset al) and Island Pondy» 4 seen (FO0.RAR).
A final migrating bird was seen on Oatman's
Craftsbury property June 8. The earliest "Traill's"
species flycatcher (now separated into Alder and
Willow) were non-singing birds May 23 at Island
Pond (FOsRAR'GFEYWGE) and May 24 at Bennington
(MV)., Alder Flycatchers were sporadically reported:
1 on May 22 at Bennington (WN et al)j 2 on May 29
at Shelburne (GFEsWGEset al)i 1 on May 29 at Win-
hall (WJN); 2 on May 29 at Island Pend (FO,RAR)}
and 1 on May 31 at Tinmouth (DD). 1 to 2 migrant
Alders were seen daily in East Craftsbury June 1-9
(FOyRAR). There was only 1 report of the scarce
and late-arriving Willow Flvycatcher-~1 on May 29
at Brattleboro (WN)--though 6 were seen May 28 in
lLebanony New Hampshire, Jjust across the river from
Vermont (fide WGE). Least Flycatchers burst upon

~, the scene May 3 when 12+ arrived in Grafton (DC.

" PS) and 2 at Winhall (WJN). Several other loca~-
tions recorded first arrivals about May 6, but
firsts were not seen at Burlington until May 8, 2
seen (WGE) nor at Craftsbury until May 105 6 seen
(FOs»RAR). Generally the migration seemed to peak
May 10-155 on the latter date the Ellisons had the
seasonal high of 30 in Plymouth- 8 were banded at
South Woodstock May 8-28s many more than in 1974
or 1975 (VINS). The first Eastern Wood Pewees
showed up about when expecteds though several ob-
servers considered the species scarce and late.
The seasonal firsty 1 on May 20 in the Missisquoi
Delta (6F0): indicates (as does the early Kingbird
there) that the milder climate along Champlain en-
courages especially early arrival. There were onily
4 other reportss suggesting that the bulk of Pewee
migration was held up by the cold and wet of late
May: 1 on May 21 banded at South Woeodstock (VINS),
1 on May 24 and thereafter at Winhall (WJN), 1 on
May 28 at Craftsbury (RAR),» and 1 May 29 at Fair
Haven (FSA). An Olive-sided Flycatcher was seen
May 11 at Wallingford for the seasonal first (BCwW).
At Winhall the first arrived May 16 and numbers
were seen throughout the season» with a high of 4
on May 25 (WJN). Additional reports were: 1 on May
24y Mariboro (WN)} 1 on May 25y Clarendon (LHP); 1
on May 25-26, Wallingford (DD)} 1 on May 28, Bran-
bury State Park (CWJ)} 2 on May 29, Mit. Killington
(GFEYyWGEset al)} and 3 on May 29, Island Pond (FO:
RAR). (None could be found at Island Pond breedineg
locations on May 23--F0 et al.)

LARK AND SWALLOWS

Horned Larkss which overwinters continued to in-
crease in Marchsy with highs of 200 in one field on
March 4 (WSsDog) and 175 at Mockton on March 19
(WS). Numbers decreased in April in the Champlain
Valleys with 12 at Dead Creek on April 3 (GFE,WGE,
JAM) and 2 in Weybridge on April 19 (MMa). The
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only report away from Champlain was of a flock of
35 on April 30 in Plainfield (F0). A pair was
nesting in Burlington by the end of May (WGE).
unseasonably warm weather brought Tree Swallows
back in Marchs as detailed in the winter report.
("Birds of Vermont" shows no previous spring re-
cord before April.) Those early reports were from
southern locales and from the Addison area near
Champlainy where Wayne Scott said they "remained !
in low numbers generally until after April 8.,"
Other areas reported early to mid-April first arri-
vals--6 on Apri} 3y Vernon (WN)3 3 on Aprit 10,
Plainfield (MFM)i 8 on April 155 Weathersfield
(EE). The migration seemed to peak late April to
early May» with such highs ass April 28, 5,000-
7.000 at Lake Bomoseeny first day of rain stomm
system break (AP)3 400 on April 30 at Shelburne
(WGE)} 200 on May 7 at Barre Reservoir (MFM)j§ and
250 on May 23 at Lake Memphremagog (FO,sRAR,GFE,
WGE). An April 14 Bank Swallow at Norwich (HSR)
was the earliiest ever reported to this publica-
tionj individuals had reached Herrick's Cove by
April 17 (GFEsWGEset al) and Craftsbury by April
25 (FOsyJW). Numbers built through late April, and
by mid-May birds were at colonies over the state.
Rough-winged Swallows arrived about as expected;
with 3 the earliest on April 16 at Burlington
(WGE+BSE»ORE). Other early arrivals: April 17 at

The

Tinmouth (LHP)3 2 on April A7 at Herrick's Cove
(GFEsWGEsyet al); and é on April 22 at Woodstock
(SBL). As usual only small numbers were seeny with

a high of 15 on May 5 at Shelburne (WGE»BSE,»ORE).
The 2 on May 23 at Newport (FO0,RAR'GFEsWGE) were
the latest apparent migrants. The traditional pair
nesting on a wall in downtown Brattleboro were
there by May 15 (LPM). Clarendon recorded the
first Barn Swallow on April 17 (LHP)} 1 was at
Lake Morey on April 18 (GFEsWGE)} and Newport had
2 by April 18 (F0). Other areas recorded first
arrivals late April to early Mayj seasonal highs
were 100+ at Caspian Lake May 6 (FO0) and 150 at
Lake Memphremagog May 23 (FO»RARyGFE»WGE). Betty
Weeks commented that numbers of nesting Barn Swal-
lows have definitely declined in the Wallingford
areay perhaps with the decline in numbers of barns.
It would be interesting to know if others have no-
ticed a reduction. Two CIiff Swallows April 20 at
Wilmington (WN) were the earliest reporteds fol-
lowed by 2 on May 1 in White River Jct. (GFE+WGE)»
2 on May 3 at Londonderry (WJN)s a flock of 16 on
May 6 at Wallingford (BCW)sy and 2 on May 6 at Cas-
pian lLake (F0). Highs of 25-30 were recorded May
14-24 at Goshens Winhall and Newpori. Nests were
under construction by May 11 at Grafton (DC). Pur-
ple Martins had returned to Dead Creek by April 16
(BPG)Y; 3 were at South Hero by April 25 (WGE»BSE:
OREy»CSP)y» and 3 reached Newport by May 15 (F0sSA).
Highs were 13 on May 4 at South Hero (WGEyBSE,ORE)
and 10 on May 23 at Newport (FOsRAR'GFEsWGE).

CROW THROUGH CREEPER

Blue Jays appeared in about average numbers to

most observersj and Common Ravens continued to
show up all over the state, with a high of 8 at
Island Pond on May 23 (F0,RAR'WGE:GFE). A pair was
observed carrying nesting material to a Mt. Elmore
cliff on April 24 (FOsJW). See the winter report
for early movement of Common Crow. Most observers
considered numbers average (10-20 per day at Bur-
lington--WGE)s though Bill Norse commented that
"mumbers seem greatly decreased" in the Winhall
area. Black-capped Chickadees seemed as abundant
as usualj birds were carrying nesting materials by
April 21 at Sudbury (AP), and 1 egg was in a nest
box on May 26 in Duxbury (HBD). Unfortunately we
have little information on return (if they did re-
turn) of Boreal Chickadees after their winter in-
vasion south. Boreals were present throughout the,
season (though apparently down from 4-5 to 2-3) a:
East Craftsbury, where a bird was carrying nesting
material May 9 (FO0s»RAR). There were only 2 reports
away from the Northeast Kingdom nesting areas: 1
on April 7 at Winhall (WJN) and 1 on April 24 atop
Snake Mt. (WSsNF). The scarce Tufted Titmouse was
reported twices April 10 at Waltham (M&SMa)i and
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April 21y 2 at Arlington (FOsJW). White-breasted
Nuthatches were revorted in normal numbers by most
observersy though at South Strafford where nor-
mally commons none were seen (HR). Two appeared at
Datman's Property in East Craftsbury on April 2
after being absent all winteri and at Clarendon
Henry Potter noted numbers passing through by May
14. There were no other reports of definitely mi-
irating White or Red-breasted Nuthatchesy which
were also reported in daily numbers of 3-10
throughout the seasonj both nuthatches are diurnal
migrantss and observers (especially when on ridges
or mountain peaks) are urged to watch for and re-
port any movement. A pair of Red-breasts was on a
nest in GraftonState Forest by May 23 (DC). Brown
Creepers are vear-round residents in many areas,
but migratory buildup occurs as birds return in
March and April to more northern breeding areas.
Observers are urged to record and submit daily
numberss as they did not this springs so we can
trace that movement. Individual Creepers March 15
at Fair Haven (FSA)s March 16 at Bennington (MV),
March 17 at Weathersfield (EE)s April 7 at Grafton
(PS)y and April 8 at Cabot (fide MFM) were pro-
bably of returning migrants.

WRENS

The first reported House Wren was 1 April 21 at
Sudbury (AP)} 1 had reached Burlington by Apriil 22
(WGE). Inland from Champiain first reports were
later--April 29 at Clarendon (LHP), May 1 at Ver-
non (WN)y May 2 at Woodstock (EH)s May 11 at
Craftsbury (RAR). The seasonal high was 7 on May 1
in West Rutland (GFE:WGE» et al)i and in the Swan-
ton area mifrants were numerous around May 18
(GF0). House Wrens were nesting at Grafton by May
18 (DC). Winter Wrens do winter in small humbers
in Vermonts but the following firsts (of singles
unless indicated) doubtless represent returning
birdss Apriit 4, Winhall (WJIN) and Grafton (DC)}S
April 7, West Woodstock (EH)y April 18, 2 at

Craftsbury (RAR)S April 16, Burlington (WGE). Both

Winhall (WJUN) and Grafton (DC) logged highs of 5-6
on Aprit 15y while 6 (perhaps on territory) were
found at Island Pond on May 23 (FO0,RAR,GFE:WGE). A

pair of rare Carolina Wrens was nest-building by
March 31 at Middlebury and had completed three
nests by Mayi howevers there was ne indication of
incubation by the end of the season (fide WS).
Long-billed Marsh Wrens had veturned to Dead

Creek by April 30+ when 10 singing males were
heard (WJN)--a large number for that early date.
The Ellisons found 6 at West Rutland Marsh on

May 1 and observed that by mid-May numbers weare
hormal at several breeding sites. Howevery only 1
could be found in the far northern Newport marshes
on May 145 (F0,SA). On May 29 Don Clark found at
least 12 nests in one marsh at Herrick's Cove
along with numerous dummy nests. The scarce Short-

billed Marsh Wren was not reportedi is it a later
arrival thanh we have thought or were we Jjust not
looking (correction--listening)?

MIMICS

Vermont by the
the following sum-
even keeping in

The phenomenal colonization of
Mockingbird is clear enough in
mary of spring season reportss
mind that our reporting system has also improved
vearly. In the spring of 1973s 6 birds were re-
porteds including a pair which established the
state's first nesting record (their 4 nestlings
not counted in the total)i in 1974y 5 were seenj
in 1975, 10 were seeni and this spring, 24 were
reported. Mockers are becoming regulars thousgh
scatteredy south of 189y or a line between White
River Ject. and Burlingtoni 1 was seen May 20 at
Craftsburys the northernmost report to date (RAR,
AGsSA). The species overwinters in the south and
along Champlainy but birds were moving north from
at least April 15 until May 22. A Gray Catbird

was found in Wevbridege April 24 (WS), the earliest
report in four vears. One was at North Danville by
May 3 (RR)» and 2 at Wallingford by May 5 (DD).
Most areas reported first Catbirds May 7-10, after
which the record essentially ends. Observers at
Burlington (WGE et al) considered numbers average
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Thrushes were found at Grafton April

(4-6 per day)i but at Winhalls Norse thought the
species scarces and at South Woodstock only 6
birds were banded--down from 32 in 1975 (VINS). We
need more data (daily numberss not just firsts) on
the migration of both Catbird and Brown Thrasher.
The Thrasher first appeared April 17y 1 at Norwich
(HSR)} Sudbury's first was April 18 (AP)j Vernon's
firsty April 20 (PMB)} Craftsbury'ssApril 21 (RAR)
Numbers were apparentily average as birds moved to
breeding areas across the state thereafter.

THRUSHES

American Robins returned in good numbers in March
(see winter report). They were numerous by April 1
in the Rutland area (RWP)} 3 on Aeril 1 in Plain-
field had increased to 22 on April 5 (MFM). Num-
bers seemed average everywhere (20-30 per dav at
Burlington--WGE)sy but no larege concentrations were
reported. Robins were sitting on eggs by April 30
at both Sudbury (AP) and Grafton (DC). Singie Wood
24 (PS)» and
"Birds of Vermont"

at Proctor April 25 (RWP)j
shows no previous record for April. Other earliest
reports were May 3 at Winhall (2--WJN)s, May 3 at
Sudbury (AP)» May 5 at Weathersfield (EE)» May 7
at Burlington (1--WGE)y» and May 11 at Craftsbury
(5--RAR). Numbers seemed average (6 per day at
Burlington--WGE)y with a seasonal high of 10 on
May 11 at Winhall (WJN). Remarkably early was a
Burlington Hermit Thrush March 18y believed to
have moved north during the warm weather (WGE)s
and another seen March 23 at Bennington (MV)3;
these may constitute the first March records ever.
After this vangduards birds arrived motre as expec-
ted: April 47 saw single firsts at Marlboro (WN)»
Dead Creek (B&JP)y and Weathersfield (GFEsWGEset
al)s and 3 reached Craftsbury by April 18 (RAR).
Numbers seemed normal at Grafton and South Wooed-
stocks but were considered low at Craftsbury. Only
8 reports of Swainson's Thrush were submitteds and
several observers listed the species as scarce: 1
on May 11 at South Woodstock (VINS), 1 on May 18
at Winhall (WJN)s 1 on May 20 at Norwich (HSR), 2
on May 21 at Craftsbury (RAR)sy 1 on May 22 at Ben-
ningtaon (WN)y 1 on May 24 at Winhall (WJN)y 1 on
May 26 at Hartford (GFEsWGE)s, and 1 on May 29 at
Mt. Killington (GFEyWGE). The Gray-cheeked Thrush
was reported only once--2 on May 29 on Mt. Kil-
lington (GFEs+WGEset al) where the species breeds.
A bird identified as a Veery was seen on the early
date of April 22 at Concord by Eleanor Peters
(fide RC). Birds had treached Grafton by May 4 (PS)
Elmore by May 6 (HBD)s Burlington by May 8 (2 each
seen by both WGE and F0)» and Craftsbury by May 11
(RAR). The mixed character of woodland thrush mi-
gration is exemplified by observer comments on
Veery: Don Clark found them more numerous than
usual at Graftoni Walter Ellison reported averasge
numbers (of ca. 4 per day) at Burlingtoni while
Oatman and Rowliett saw unusually few at Craftsbury.
Eastern Bluebirds had returned to many locations
by the end of March (see winter report). 44 birds
were reported in April and May arriving in the us-
ual sporadic fashions apparently as late as May
29, They were nesting by April 13 at Wallingford
(DD) but still nest-building as late as May 31 at
Castleton (FSA).

GNATCATCHER AND KINGLETS

One of the highlights of the season was the dis-

covery of 2 nests of the scarce and local Blue-
gray Gnatcatchery 1 in Vernon May 2 (WN) and 1
at Lake Bomoseen May 15 (RWP,DDset al). The Bomo-

seen pair was actively nest-building on the 15th;
gathering spider webs for a gray nest located on
a horizontal limb ca. 35 feet above the ground
(RWP). There was only 1 additional reports 1 seen
May 2 in Guilford (LPM). Golden-crowned Kinglets
were so scarce through the winter that first area
reports may genuinely reveal the northward move-
ment of returning birds. First reports came on
March 25 in Norwich (2-PMB) and Winhall (WJIN),
with individuals at Clarendon (LHP), Woodstock
(EH)y and Waltham (M&SMa) on March 26. Birds were
present as far north as Peacham by March (CW). By




Abril 2 the early warmth brought 5 to Proctor
(RWP)y and on April 3 groups of 4-5 were seen at
Lake Bomoseen and Weathersfield (GFEyWGEsEE). By
April 15 hieghs were reported from Grafton (DC),
Marlboro (15--WN)y and Sudbury (20+--AP), with a
high of 5 at Plainfield on April 16 (FO0). At Bur-
lington (where they don't breed) a fina!l bird was
seen May 7 (WGE). There were 2 March reports of
Ruby-crowned Kinglet--2 at Sherburne on March 27
(J&ED)» and "present” in Peacham in March (CW).
April 15 brought the next wave of first sightings
--from Marlboro (5--WN)y Clarenden (LHP); Winhall
(1--WJN)» and Burlington (2--WGE). By April 17
singles had reached West Woodstock (EH) and
Craftsbury (RAR). The migration peaked between
April 18 (when Winhall had 30--WJNy and even hor-
thern Craftsbury had 8--RAR) and April 21 (when
ca. 20 were seen at West Woodstock--EH). Al} ob-
servers commenting considered numbers above aver-
agei Woodstock banded 3 as late as May 8. Final
individuals were found at Goshen May 14 (LHP),
Winhall May 18 (WJN), Wilmington May 24 (WN), and
Sherburne May 29 (GFEsWGE). At Island Pond,» where
the species breedsy 40 were found on May 23 (FO0,
RARyGFE»WGE).

PIPIT THROUGH STARLING

There were 4 reports of Water Pipits: 100 on April
25 in Salisbury (WSsAP)3 1 in South Londonderry
(WJUN) and 50 in Albany (RAR) on May 3§ 2 at
Bridgewater (GFEsWGEset al) and 2 at Killington
(JMV) on May 15. Lingering from the great winter
invasion of Bohemian Waxwings were birds (no num-
bers submitted) February 29 in Cornwali (BBP) and
March 6 in Middlebury (AW). The latest report was
of 16-20 in Thetford April 4 (JAM). Cedar Waxwings
apparently did not overwinter, and the migration
seems to have been poor and perhaps late. 10 birds
May 3 at Burlington were the first reported (WGE)}
Waxwings reached Duxbury (HBD) and Danby (EH) by
May 23y Island Pond by May 29 (2--FO0sRAR): and
Plainfield by May 30 (MFM). There was 1 report of
Northern Shrikes an immature seen April 1 and

April 11 at Hartford (HSR). The Loggerhead Shrike
does not seem to be recovering from its long de-
cline in the Easts with only 3 reported: 1 adult

at Burlington March 27 (WGEsBSE,CS)y 1 in Arling-
ton April 3 (RK)s and 1 at Chimney Point May 8
(AP). Starling numbers seemed normal to most ob-
servers (averade 50 per day at Burlington--WGE):
they seem on the increase in rural areas around
Weathersfield-Springfield (EE).

VIREOQOS

Yellow-throated Vireo reports continue to increase;
up from 8 last spring to 14 this vear. It is too
soon to say whether this is due to better observa-
tion and reporting or to an actual increase. 1 on
May 4 at Vernon was the earltiest (WN); 3 at Clar-
endon on May 9 established the high (BCW)NWW)§{ and
1 at Greensboro on May 18 (RAR) was rather far
north for this southern breeder. There were addi-
tional records May 3-24 from South Strafford (HR);
Clarendon (BCW:NWW,LHP)i West Woodstock (EH):
Sandbar Reserve in Milton (FO0sRARsGFEsWGE)} and
Plymouth and Hartford (GFE+WGE). Single Solitary
Vireos first appeared at both Mariboro (WN) and
Winhall (WJN) on the slightly early date of April
17y and reached Albany by April 19 (RAR) and
Peacham by April 21 (CW). Woodstock and Grafton
both had firsts on April 20 (EH:DCys»PS)y while cur-~
iously birds were not reported along Champlain un-
til April 22 at Burlington (WGE) and April 24 in
Addison (fide WS). Thereafter numbers were average
(maxima of 5-6 several days at Winhall--WJN) for
about two weeks before tarpering off. The seasonal
high of 20 on May 23 at Island Pond (FO0sRAR»GFE:
WGE) may represent the good breeding population in
that area rather than migration. Single Red-eved
Vireos were seen first May 9 at Clarendon (BCW»
NWwW)» May 10 at Mariboro (WN) and Swanton (GFO0),
May 12 at Plainfield (F0), and May 18 at Peacham
(CW) and Craftsbury (RAR). Highs were 20 on May 15
at Plymouth and Hartford (GFE'WGEset al) and 12-15
on several days at Winhall (WJN). Birds became

difficult to find during the cold,
of early May. The Philadelphia Vireo is apparently
scarce in Vermonts but would surely be reported
more often if more observers would study field
marks and vocalizations of this rather difficult-
to-identify species. There were 6 reports, all of
single birdse: May 11, Craftsbury (RAR)S May 155
Plymouth (GFE,»WGEset al)i May 18, Winhall (WIN)§ -
May 23y Island Pond (FOyRARsGFEsYWGE)3 May 25, Wal-
lingford (BCW)3 and May 29, Island Pond (F0»RAR).
The first Warbling Vireo was found at Burlington
on May 7 (WGE)§ individuals reached Vernon by May
8 (WN)y» Woodstock by May 10 (2 banded~-VINS)y and
Craftsbury by May 13 (RAR). The migration was too
poorly reported to establish 2ood parameterss but
highs were: 3 at Craftsbury May 16 (F0), 15 at
Bennington May 22 (WN)s and 9 in the White River
area (most in New Hampshire) on May 28 (WGE).

rainy weather

WARBLERS
A male Black-and-white Warbler Aprii

21 on Mt. El-
more (RAR) was the earliest in four vears. 1 on
May 1 at Vernon was the next reported (WN), while
May 2 brought firsts at Winhall (WJN), Hartford

(6 seen--WGE) and Sudbury (AP)s and May 4 firsts
to the Weathersfield (EE) and the Woodstock area
(EHYMCH). Thereafter numbers seemed averasgey with
highs of 15-20 several days at Winhall (WJN) and
of 8 in migrant flocks at Island Pond May 23 (FO0.
RARYGFEYWGE)F Woodstock banded the same number as
in 1975 (VINS). Golden-winged Warblers are showing
up more freauently each spring, with 11 birds re-
ported this vear. Alan Pistorius found the first 1
on May 9 in the Sudbury area where they bred last
veary by May 12 he had 3 singing males therey
though only 1 could be located May 14. Additional
reports were: May 11, 1 at Clarendon and May 15y 1
at West Rutland (LHP et al)? May 22y a pair at
Bennington and May 24, 1 at Marlboro (WN)5 May 26
a male at Winhall (WJN)3 and May 31, 1 male at
Proctor (RWP). Strangely only 1 BLUE-WINGED WAR-
BLER was reported--a singing male found May 22 at
Bennington by Whit Nichols et al--even though hy-
brid Golden-wings x Blue-wings were found in

Sudbury last spring and again this: "Brewster's |
Warblers"were "back byJunes" Alan Pistorius re-
ported. May 14 saw first Tennessee Warblers at

Bennington (MV), West Woodstock (EH)s and Crafts-
bury (F0). By May 15 there were 3 at Island Pond
(FO0sSA) and 2 at Plymouth (GFEsWGEset al)s after
which numbers were above average (e.g. 6 in Bur-
lington May 18--WGEjJ 20 at Bennington May 22--WN)
through at least May 23, when 11 were found at Is-
land Pond (FO0sRARsGFE,WGE). Latest reports estab-
lish a nice prodressive departure northwarde: 1 on
May 25 at Clarendon (LHP)s 3 on May 25 at Hartford
(GFEsWGE)y 4 on May 26 at Winhall (WJN)s 1 on May
27 at Grafton (PS), an unknown number on May 28 at
Weathersfield (EE)y and 1 on May 29 at Island Pond
(FO) where the species is suspected of breeding.
The first ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER ever reported to
this publication in spring was nettedy banded and
photograprhed at South Woodstock on May 24 by Satlly
Laughiin and June Vydra. Individual Nashville War-
blers were seen April 24 at both Guilford (LPM)
and Abbey Pond (near Middlebury--BBPyJP)y the ear-
liest reports in four vears. Firsts reached Wea-
thersfield by May 1 (EE)s Winhall by May 2 (2--
WJN)y West Woodstock by May 5 (EH)» Sudbury by May
6 (AP)y, and Craftsbury (F0)y Burlington (2--WGE)
and Peacham (CH) by May 7. Numbers seemed average:
with highs of 15-20 many davs at Winhall (WJN) and
12 on May 23 at Island Pond (FO,RAR,GFEYWGE). Only
16 reports were submitted of Northern Parula:
though more of this rather uncommon species were
probably seen. The first was 1 at Hartford May 2
(WGE)» the earliests by a few dayssy in four vears.
Individuals had reached Bennington (MV) and Plain-
field (AJ) by May 73 highs were 3 at Shelburne )
(WGE) and 5 at Island Pond (F0,SA) on May 15, and
8 at Island Pond on May 23 (FO0»RAR»GFE»WGE). Win-
hall's final migrant was May 31 (WJN)» but Parulas
were breeding at Plainfield (fide MFM) and Island
Pond (F0) by the end of May. The first Yellow War-
blers were seen May 4 at Vernon (WN)s Grafton (DC)




and West Rutland (3 seen--GFEsWGE+JAM), and 1 was
at Sudbury on May 2 (AP). Several areas reported
firsts on May 10; including West Woodstock where

5 were seen (EH)y announcing the start of the ma-
jor movementsy even though none were reported in
the Northeast Kingdom until the May 15 individuals
at St. Johnsbury (RC) and Island Pond (F0ySA).
Yellows seemed abundant, as usual, with highs of
25 on May 14 at West Rutland (WJN) and 18 on May
20 in Colchester (WGEsBSEsORE). A nestineg pair at
Proctor had a single eg¢ by May 31 (RWP). Buite
early were reports of single Magnolia Warblers
(perhaps of the same bird) April 19422 and 29 at
South Strafford (EH). The Magnolia made its next
appearance May 3 at Winhal! (2--WJN)y reached Ver-
non (WN) and Grafton (DC) by May 5, Burlington by
May 7 (WGE), and Peacham (CW) and Craftsbury (3--
RAR) by May 13. The migration built through the
rest of Mays, with highs of 4 in Burlington on May
18 (WGE)s 3 banded at South Woodstock May 24
(VINS) and 30 at Island Pond on May 23 (F0,RAR,
GFE'WGE). Again it was a good spring for Cape May
Warblery with 55 reported and certainly more seen.
Winhall had 2 on May 6 (WJN)s; the earliest report
in four vears$ Burlington had 1 on May 9 (WGEsBSE)j
and Craftsbury also had 2 on May 9 (RAR). The mi-
gration seemed to peak between May 15 (high of 7
in one warbler flock at Lake Memphremagog-~F03sSA)
and May 255 when 10 were found at Proctor (RWP).
Notable was the seasonal high of 12 seen May 23 at
island Pond (FOsRAR'GFE'WGE). The latest certain
non-breeders were 3 seen May 26 at Wallingford
(DD). It is known that an infestation of the
spruce bugworm across parts of Canada has boosted
numbers of both Care May and Bay-breasted Warblersi
it is hard to know how much the 1975-1976 increase
ih Cape May numbers here reflects increased popu-
lations and how much improved observer coverage.
Single Black-throated Blue Warblers appeared May 3
at Marlboro (WN) and Winhall (WJN)» reached Graf-
ton by May 4 (2--DC)y Ferrisbureg (AP) and South
Woodstock (VINS) by May 6, Burlington by May 8
(WGEyGFEsBSEsORE)s Craftsbury by May 10 (RAR)s and
Jt. Johnsbury by May 11 (fide RC). Highs were 8 on
May 15 at Plymouth (GFEsWGEset al) and 8 on May 23
at Island Pond (FOsRARsGFEsWGE). Yellow-rumped
Warblers took advantage of the early warm weather
to move into the state considerably earlier than
ever before, The first was feeding on suet at an
East Montepelier feeder on March 29 (JC) where it
remained until April 31. Other firsts were: 1
April 45 at Marlboro (WN), 1 April 16 at Burling-
ton (WGE)y 5 April 47 at Winhall (WJIN)s 3 Aepril 18
at Grafton (PS), 3 April 19 at Weathersfield (EE)s
1 April 21 at Craftsbury (RAR)y and 1 April 21 at
Peacham (CW). Numbers built steadily as 410 were
seen April 22 at Bristo!l Pond (WS), ca. 50 April
18 at Wallingford (DD)y 100 May 3 at Winhall
20-30 in one flock May 4 at Norwich (HSR)s; 50+ in
one locale at Grafton May 10 (PS)s and 100-125 in
one flock at Lake Memphremagog May 15 (F0,SA).
Perhaps late were 3 at Bennington May 22 (WN). A
Black-throated Green Warbler April 20 at Mariboreo
(WN) is the earliest reported (by about a week) in
four vears--followed by firsts of: May 1 at Stock-
bridge (EH)s 1 May 2 at Winhall (WJN), May 6 at
Plainfield (AJ)y 2 May 7 at Greensboro (RAR), and
1 May 8 at Burlington (WGE). Highs were 8 May 1
at Plymouth (GFE:WGEset al)s and 8 May 23 at Is-
land Pond (FOsRARsGFEsWGE). The Blackburnian War-
bler was first seen May 5, 2 at Grafton (DC); in-

dividuals had reached Winhall (WJN) and Burlington
(WGE) by May 7y West Woodstock by May 9, and
Craftsbury by May 14 (F0). The principal movement

seemed to occur May 15-30y with highs of 10 May 16
at Hartford (WGE)y 15 May 23 at Island Pond (FOs
RAR»GFEsWGE)s and 10 May 29 at Shelburne (GFE»WGE,
*t al). About a week earlier than the last three
iPrings was a Chestnut-sided Warbler May 1 at Ver-
non (WN)s followed by 1 May 3 at Winhall (WJIN), 2
May 5 in Woodstock (EHySBL)y» singles May 6 at El-
more (HBD) and Burlington (WGE+BSEsORE), and 1 May
11 at Craftsbury (RAR). Migration peaked May 6-24,
with highs of 10-15 several days at Winhall (WJN)
and with good numbers reported from Grafton and
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Burlington (DCsWGE). A pair was carrving nesting
materials at West Rutland Marsh by May 15 (RWP).
The Bay-breasted Warbler arrived about as expected:
1 seen May 13 at Grafton (PS). Individuals had
reached West Rutiand by May 14 (WJN)s Island Pond
by May 15 (F0,SA). Burlington (WGE) and Swanton
(GF0) by May 18. Numbers seemed low to Norse at
Winhall (maximum 3 on May 16) and to Oatman at
Craftsburyj the seasonal highs were 10 May 22 at
Bennington (WN) and 8 May 23 at Island Pond (FO.»
RARsGFE+WGE). May 27 was Winhall's latest record
(WJN)y and Hartford had 1 on May 29 (GFEsWGE). The
Blackpoll Warbler, latest migrant of the family,
arrived a few days early on May 15 when 4 were
found in Plymouth (GFEsWGE). Individuals were seen
May 18 at Clarendon (LHP); and May 20 at both Win-
hall (WJN) and Wallingford (DD)s though the main
push was apparent|y delaved by the late May cold
front. On May 22 Bennington had 10+ (WN et al),
but on an Island Pond to Dead Creek run in cold
rain May 23 none could be found (FOsRARsGFEsWGE).,
Black-polls were considered definitely scarce at
Winhall (WJN)F no concentrations were found in
Craftsbury (FO,RAR)§ but a high of 30 was found on
Mt. Killington (where they breed) on May 29 (GFE,
WGEset al). A bird May 29 at Clarendon (LHP) was
the last certain migrant. The Pine Warbler remains
scarces with a total of 7 reported: 2 April 17 at
Lake Morey (GFEsWGE)} 3 April 18 at Lake Morey and
Lake Fairlee (GFEsWGE)} 1 April 18 at Winhall
(WIN)5 2 May 20 at Buriington and Colchester (WGE,
BSE)S 4 May 21 at Burlington (WGEsBSE)j 1 May 23
at Milton (FOsRARyGFE+WGE)s and 1 May 8 at Ben-
nington (MV). Barry Levaas reported 1 or more
Prairie Warblers singing (on tervritory he thinks)
by late May on a Springfield hillside where he has
found them every summer since 1972. Others (no
number given) were singing on a hillside behind
Windham Pondss Grafton on May 31 (Doug Wilson).
Agdain this vear there were 8 reports of Palm War-
bler: 2 en April 17y Vernon (WN)§F 1 on April 16,
Tinmouth (LHP)3 an unknown number on April 18,
Guilford (LPM)} 1 on April 21y West Woodstock (EH)S
1 on April 265 Winhall (WJN)3 1 on May 8 and 2 on
May 10y Colchester (GFEsWGEsBSE)i and 1 on May 22,
Plainfield (MFM). Ovenbirds arrived as early as
May 2 when 1 was seen at Hartford (GFE.WGE). Indi-
viduals had reached Winhall (WJN) and Grafton (DC)
by May 3, Woodstock (VINS) and Plainfield (AJ) by
May 6, Craftsbury by May 9 (RAR)s and St. Johns-
bury by May 11 (fide RC). Highs were 6 on May 9 at
West Woodstock (EH), 12 on May 15 at Plymouth
(GFEsWGEset al)y, and 15 on May 23 at Island Pond
(FO;RAR;GFE;WGE). A singing Northern Waterthrush
May 4 at Grafton State Forest was the first re-

ported (PS)s and there were 3 at the same location
on May 5 (DC). Individuals were at Winhall by May
5 (WJN)y Colchester by May 10 (WGEsBSE)s and Is-

land Pond by May 15 (F0). Highs were 10 on May 16
at Winhall (WJN), 6 on May 20 at Colchester (WGE»
BSEyORE)» and 6 on May 23 at Island Pond (FOsRAR»
GFEsyWGBE). The last probable migdrant was 1 on May
29 at Shelburne (GFE,WGEset al). Five Louisiana
Waterthrushes were reportedy all from the southern
part of the state as expected: 4 April! 26 at Marl-

boro (WN)s a singing male April 24-24 at Winhall
(WJN)» 2 males May 9 at Marlboro (WN), and another
singing male May 15-26 at Winhall (WJN). A Mourn-

ing Warbler banded May 13 at South Woodstock was
the eariiest in four vears. There were 4 other re-
ports: 3 on May 29 on Mt. Killington (GFE:WGEset
al)» an unknown number on May 31 at Clarendon
(LHP)sy a singing male May 31 at Proctor. (RWP)» and
a singing male June 1 at East Craftsbury (FOsRAR). -
A Common Yeilowthroat April 29 at Swanton (WGE,
BSEsORE) was the earliest in four vears and espe-
cially interesting that far north. Other first re-
ports: May 6 at Bethel (EHa); May 7 at Fair Haven
(FSA); and May 10 at Sudbury (AP)y Plainfield (F0)
and Craftsbury (RAR). Numbers seemed average: with
10-20 per day at Burlington (WGE)s though South
Woodstock banded only 7 compared to last spring's
32 (VINS). Weathersfield's high was 8 on May 15
(EE)y Craftsbury's 6 on May 21 (RAR)s, and the sea-
sonal high was 40 between Isiand Pond and Dead
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Creek May 23 (FOsRARYGFESsWGE). The singing male
YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT seen by William J. Norse May
14 at West Rutland Marsh was the first since 1974
reported to us in the spring and a rare bird in Ver-
mont anytime. A total of 18 Wilson's Warblers were
reportedy an increase over the past three sprinégs.
Firsts were 1 on May 11 at Craftsbury (RAR)s 1 on
May 15 in Vernon (WN)», 1 on May 18 at East Peacham
(CW)y and 3 on May 20 in Colchester (also the sea-
sonal high--WGE,BSE). Other firsts from farther
south after May 20 indicate that this uncommon mi-
grant easily slips past unnoticed. Individuals May
26 at Winhall (WJN) and Hartford (WGE) and May 28
at Craftsbury (RAR) closed the migration. The Can-
ada Warbler appeared first May 7 at Grafton (PS),
followed by 2 on May 11 at Winhall (WJN), 1 on May
15 at Wallingford (DD)y 6 on May 15 at Plymouth
(GFE+WGEset al)y and 2 on May 16 at Craftsbury (FO.
Highs were 12 on May 23 at Island Pond (FO0sRAR,
GFE»WGE)» 10 on May 25 at Winhall (WJN), and 12 on
May 29 at Mt. Killington (GFE:WGE.et al). An Amer-
ican Redstart May 6 at Wolcott (HBD) was the ear-
liest in four vears by nearly a week. In fact,
most area firsts were ahead of the previous May 11
firsts singles May 7 at Marliboro (WJUN)» and way up
at St. Johnsbury (fide RC) and 2 at Greensboro
(RAR) the same date. Many other areas over the
state recorded firsts May 9-11, and the migration
seemed to peak between May 15 (high of 50 at Ply-
mouth-~-GFEyWGEset al) and May 26 (high of 20 at
Winhal I=-WJN).

HOUSE SPARROW AND ICTERIDS

House Sparrows are probably with us to stavi they
seemedas abundant this spring as ever. Information
oh beginning of breeding activity woulds however,
be appreciated. Bobolinks returned earlier this
spring than the last threey with 2 oen May 2 at Or-
well (AP)y followed by 2 males May 5 at Craftsbury
(RAR). Most areas reported firsts May 5-11. By

May 6 Worchester had a “"whole field full" (HBD)J
by May 8 Barre Reservoir produced two flocks of
ca. 15 each (MFM)i and on May 20 Craftsbury had
the seasonal high of 43 (40 males and 3 femaies)
along 4-5 miles of country road (RARsAG). At Miss-
isquoi no females were observed until ca. May 20
(GF0). Numbers seemed average to better than aver-
age. Eastern Meadowlarks returned in March (see
winter report). Few data on migratory buildup were
submitted’ Henry Potter considered Meadowlarks
very scarce in West Rutlands, Clarendon and Tin-
mouth, though Walter Ellison reported numbers nor-
mal at Burlington (2-4 per day). Seasonal highs
vwere 18 on April A7 on the Champlain Istands (MFM)
and 10 on April 30 at Dead Creek (WJN). See winter
repotrt for February records of returning Red-
wingded Blackbirds-~-which did not include an area
high of over 1300 seen February 26 in North Fer-
risburg (BPG et al). The migration seemed average
thereaftery continuing until at least May 5 when
Craftsbury had its high of 100+ (RAR). This editor
noticed again the tendency of Red-wings previously
scattered and on territory to re-flock with the
onset of inclement weathery such as we experienced
in May. Clarendon had the first Northern Oriole

on May 1 (LHP), followed bys 1 at Bennington May 2
(MV), Bethel May 4 (EHa)s Norwich May 4 (HSR),
Wolcott May 6 (HBD)sy 1 at Colchester May 6 (WGE,
BSE), Plainfield May 9 (MFM)y and 1 at Craftsbury
May 11 (RAR). The migration seemed to peak May 6
(high of 6 at Wallingford--DD) to May 22 (high of
15 at Bennington--WN)i the seasonal high was 16 on
May 20 in Colchester and Burlington (WGE,BSEyORE).
A female was building a nest at Fair Haven on May
18 (FSA). Rusty Blackbirds were back by March (see
winter report)? 10 reports were submitted for
April and Mays with highs of 20-30 (including 1
female) April 25 at Cornwall Swamp (AP) and 120 on
April 29 in Swanton (WGE,BSE,ORE). A bird May 18
at Winhall was doubtless a late midrant (WJN). On
May 15 a pair was observed carrving food at Island
Pond (F0»SA). The Common Grackle movement appar-
ently peaked tate March to early April (high of
100 on April 7 at Winhall--WJN),» though substan-
tiating reports are lacking, Craftsbury's high of
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A partial al-
(IOR)? and

60+ did not come until May 5 (RAR).
bino with a white tail was seen May 5
nesting had begun at Clarendon by April 1 (LHP).
Brown-headed Cowbirdss which overwinter, began re-
turning in numbers in Marchs thoueh firsts were
not reported from Plainfield until April 1 (MFM)
nor at St. Johnsbury until April 5 (flock--fide
RC). By April 8 there were 125 at Wilmington (WN)
and by April 11y 100 at Fair Haven (FSA). Numbers
seemed average. A cowbird ege was found in a Phoe-
be nest May 9 at Shelburne Pond (WGE).

TANAGER

Earliest in four years was a Scarlet Tanader re-
ported April 418 at Bennington (MV). 1 was at Brat-
tieboro by May 8 (WN), at Grafton by May 10 (PS),
2 at St. Johnsbury by May 10 (fide RC)y 1 at Bur-
lington (WGE) and 1 at Craftsbury (RAR) by May 11.
Birds were uncommony as usualy with highs of 6 on
May 15 at Plymouth and May 46 at Hartford (GFEs
WGEset al).

FINCHES i
The Cardinal is holding up wellj Fair Haven had a
high of 9 on March 19 (FSA)y West Rutliand a high
of 8 on May 14 (WJN)s Burlington reported averade
numbers of 4-6 per day (WGEyBSE)y and a pair at
Plainfields near the species' northern limit, all
season (MFM). A Rose-breasted Grosbeak May 1 at
Hartford was the earliest in four vearss by a few
days (GFEyWGE), followed by firsts (all singles)
May 2 at Weathersfield (EE)y May 3 at Winhall
(WIN) and Tinmouth (LHP),» May 12 at Sudbury (AP),
and May 13 at Craftsbury (SA). The long delay in
central and northern sightings was almost certain-
ly due to the migration-stalling effects of the
wet May cold system. There was a fair buildup in
southern locales May 6-10s with highs of 4 at Ben-
nington on May 7 (MV) and Vernon on May 8 (WN).

By May 16 Winhall had 10 (WJN)j more northerly lo-
cations recorded a high of 10 May 15 at Plymouth
(GFE'WGE»et al), The Indigo Bunhting also showed up
earlys as follows: 3 males singing May 11 at Ben-
nington (MV), 2 on May 12 at Wilder (FC)y 1 on May
15 at Plymouth (GFEsWGEset al)» an unknown number:
May 28 in Rutland County (LHP et al)s and 1 male
May 23 at Burlington (FOsRARyGFEYWGE). To Walter
Ellison numbers seemed low until the last of Mayy
when normal numbers appeared. The singing male
DICKCISSEL found by Larry Metcalf April 47 at
North Hero is the first ever reported to this pub-
lication and a decidedly scarce bird in Vermont.
Evening Grosbeakss» absent from the Northeast King-

stock's (FOsJW) April

dom all winters, reappeared at Craftsbury April 30
(1 seen) and built sporadically to a high of 8 on
May 123 they disappeared again May 21 (FO0sRAR).

At Plainfield, ca. 25 miles southsy "very few" were
present until April 18, when the number increased
to 30 (98% males)i by May 18, 25 were coming to
feedersy and on May 27 all left (MFM). The farther
south one went in Aprils the larger the numbers of
Evenings one was likely to finds with returning
birds swelling counts in April and even early Mav.
Birds reappeared at Sudbury April 12 (AP). Numbers
were small in western Vermont until early May;:
when the species appeared in invasion force in
Burlington--maximum of 100 on May 4 (WGE). Wood-
stock had 125 (the seasonal high) as early as
April 1 (MCH) and Winhall 50+ all April (WJN).
Some sample departure dates: May 3 Wallingford
(DD); May 55 Missisauoi (GFO0)j May 14, most de-
parted Bennington (MV)j May 23, Winhall (WJN)}
May 27, Hartford (GFE:WGE). Birds remained to
breed in a few spotss such as Grafton (DC). It was
sucha poor winter for Purple Finches that the female
March 8 at Bennington (MV) was almost surely a re-
turning bird. Hartford's first was April 5 (WGE)]
Strafford's (HR)» Wallingford's (BCW) and Wood-
103 Plainfield's April 15 |
(MFM)} and Craftsbury's April 18 (F0). Thereafter
numbers built normallys with highs of 10 on April
20 at wWinhall (WJN)y 35 in the editor's vard on
May 1 (F0)s» and 12 at the Island Pond breeding
area on May 23 (FOyRAR»GFEsWGE)., No Pine Grosbeaks
were reported. The veritablie explosion of House

and
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Finches in Vermont continues apace. Apparently the

F#first state record was a bird May 13, 1972 at Wal-
lingfordi the next report was 1 at Bennington
April 41y 1973. 1974 saw 2-3 at Bennington April
to May 437 and in the spring of 1975 2 were at Mid-
dlebury April 17-22 and 1 at Randoiph April 27 to
May 1. This spring House Finches were reported
from 10 separate localitiesi I cannot give a total
umber seen since Louise Mullen only reported them
“spotted” in Marlboros Westminster West and Brat-
tleboro. A male was at a Shaftsbury feeder March
17 and 25 (R&GK)i 2 or more (?) at a Middlebury
feeder March 28; April 8 and 12 (fide WS)3 a male
March 31y a pair April 3-13y and a male May 2 at a
Bennington feeder (MV)3 a female at a Wallingford
feeder April 2 (KU)7 a female or immature male at
Burlington Aprit 16 (F0)} a singing male at Vernon
April 17 (GFE»WGEsJAMset al)j and a female at
South Strafford April 20-22 (HR). Observers are
urged to carefully record all House Finch sight-
ingsy including numberss and submit them so we can
monitor this remarkable invasion. A good Common
Redpoll winter saw small lingering flocks appear-
ing sporadically until mid-April. The high was 40
at Craftsbury April 18 (F0)§ last sightings April
9 at Stratton (10--WN)y April 18 at Craftsbury
(1--F0)» and April 45 at Plainfield (1--MFM).
ter virtually deserting Vermont in the winter;
Pine Siskins began moving slowly backs with 2 seen
at Bennington February 23 (MV)§ birds had reached
Fair Haven by March 2 (FSA)s were "auite numerous
at various feeders in Middlebury” by March 22
(fide WS)y but did not reach Plainfield until
April 2 when 4 were seen. Plainfield's feeder pop-
ulation increased to 20 by May 5: and the last
bird was seen there May 18 (MFM). 35 were seen in
Middlebury April 25 (WS)y and they remained abund-
ant in many areas until the seasonal high of 60 on
May 23 between Island Pond and Milton (FOsRARIGFE,
WGE)s after which numbers dwindled into early
June. Small numbers of American Goldfinches over-

wintered in more southerly areasy but did not ap-
ear to return until mid to late April, with 1
.eaching Winhall April 18 (WJN), 1 at Marlboro
April 29 (WN)y and 2 males at Craftsbury May 2
(FOs>RAR). The high was 50 in Bridgewater, Sher-
burne and Plymouth May 15 (GFEsWGEset al). Single
Rufous-sided Towhees appeared at Woodstock April
13 (FHM)s Bennington (MV) and Proctor (RWP) April
18y Chittenden Dam April 22 (ALG), Grafton (PS)
and Burlington (WGEsBSE) April 22s and Weathetrs-
field April 24 (EE). Numbers seemed average (2-4
per day at Burlington--WGE)s with a high of 10 on
May 3 at Winhall (WJN). Early Savannah Sparrows
(12+) were seen March 28 at Herrick's Cove (DC»
PMB)s followed by 1 at Orwell on April 3 (AP)y 1
at White River Jct. April 10 (WGE)» 30 in one
field at North Hero April 17 (LNM)» and 1 at Al-~
bany April 17 (FO0,RAR). Orwell was the site of a
good wave of Savannahs on April 17, with 20 sing-
ing along one half mile of road (AP)3 also high
were 20 seen April 30 at Dead Creek (WJN). Numbers
seemed average. The scarce Grasshopper Sparrow was
reported twice:z: a colony (3 sinding males) found
at White River Jct. May 15 was present into June
(WGEsGFE»JAM)S and 1 was seen at Maple Corner in
Calais May 25 (RE et al). Only 9 reports of Vesper
Sparrow were submitteds the firsts (see winter re-
port for March records) not until April 17 at East
Dorset (EH)s Albany (1--FO0sRAR) and Vernon (2--
GFE+WGEsJAM). Orwell had its first April 19 (AP),
and the high was 6 April 24 at Weathersfield (EE).
Two pair and 1 nest were found at White River Jct.
May 22 (GFEsWGE). A Dark-eved Junco March 10 at
Wallingford (DD) was the first reported after an
almost complete a sence of the species over the
winter. Winhall had 2 (WJN)» Clarendon 1 (LHP)
jddlebury 1 (fide WS) on March 21% Grafton re-
-orded its peak migration around March 25 (DC) and
Bennington had the seasonal high of 200+ on March
28 (MV). Plainfield's first Juncos (10) were seen
April 5 (MFM). The migration appratrently peaked
March 25-April 21y with an especially good push in
central and southern areas April 15-19. Late birds
in non-breeding areas were 2 May 3 at Wallingford
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(DD)y 41 May 17 at South Strafford (HR)y and 2 May
18 at Craftsbury (RAR). A pair had voung by May 28
in Proctor (RWP). Some areas reported Tree Sparrow
numbers building in March (fide DCy winter reporth
and numbers were declining by late March in the
Addison area (fide WS)s though at Winhall +the high
of 5 (compared to a normal high of 100+) came
April 5 (WJN). Ptainfield's high was 20 on April
20 (MFM) and Craftsbury's 10 on April 17-18 (FO0,
RAR). Last reports establish a slow retreat north:
1 April 8y Marlboro (WN)} April 12, Wallingford
(DD)} Apri} 14, Sudbury (AP)§ April 20, Plainfield
(MFM)5 4 April 21y Craftsbury (RAR)F Aepril 25,
Proctor (RWP)3 and 1 April 29, Swanton (WGE.BSE).

Chipping Sparrows reached the Grafton area in
March (see winter report)s earliest in four vears
by a full month. The next seen were: 1 April 15 at
Proctor (RWP), Aprii 16 at Sudbury (AP) and Bur-
lington (WGE)s, and 4 April 417 at Craftsbury (F0).
Many areas recorded firsts April 21-23. Numbers
seemed average (6-8 per day at Burlington--WGE),
with a high of 30 at Plainfield April 23 (MFM). A
few Field Sparrows also set new early records in
Marchs though several areas recorded firsts April
5-41. They appeared in small numbers (average 2
per day in habitat at Burlington--WGE} maximum 15
April 30 at Dead Creek--WJN) thereafter, with a
final certain migrant May 16 at Craftsbury (SA).
Earliest (by a few days) in four vears was a
White-crowned Sparrow April 19 at Norwich (HSR),
followed by firsts of 2 April 19 at Watllingford
(DD)y 2 males April 21 at Duxbury (HBD), 1 May 4
at St. Johnsbury (RC)s and 3 May 4 at Burlington
(WGEsBSEsORE). It seemed a good flights with high-
er than usual! numbers at Burlington (maximum 20 on
May 8-fide WGE)y and with a remarkable concentra-
tion at Betty Weeks' feeding station in Walling-~
ford. She had birds May 6-23, building to 15 on
May 7 21 on May 8, and 24 on May 9ithereafter
numbers diminished rapidiys with 2 on May 14 and
then 1 until the 23rd. Also high were two flocks of
ca. 20 each May 8 at Addison (MFM). Final reports
were 1 May 23 at Island Pond (FOsRARsGFEsWGE)s and
1 May 25 at Hartford (WGE). Single White-throated
Sparrows were early March 10 at Fair Haven (FSA),
March 30 at Bennington (MV), April 11 at Arlington
(FO» JW)s April 15 at Marlboro (WN)y April 16 at
Sudbury (AP)sand April 18 at Craftsbury (RARJ). The
movement seemed to peak April 17 to mid-May, with
highs of 40 April 19 in Sudbury and Orwell (AP),
ca. 50 April 27 at Weathersfield (EE)» 50+ at a
feeder late April to early May at Winhall (WJN),
and a maximum of 380 on May 7 in Burlington (WGE).
Fox Sparrows appeared in better numbers, with over
25 reports between March 16 and April 21. 0One
March 16 at Bennington was joined by 2 more March
22 (MV); also early was 1 March 19 in Rockingham
(PMB)s 4 March 22 at Wallingford which became 5 by
March 25 (DD)y and 1 April 1 at Craftsbury (F0).
There were 5 reports of the scarce Lincoln's Spar-
row: 1 May 8 at Vernon (WN)i 2 May 15 at Island
Pond (F03SA)7 present and breeding again late May
on at the editor's Craftsbury property (FO,RAR)}

4 singing males May 23 at Island Pond (doubtless
on territory--F0sRAR»GFE+WGE)$ and an undated re-
port of 1 brought in by a cat at Wallingford (DD).
Swamp Sparrows first appeared April 17 at West
Rutland (LHP) and Winhall (1--WJN)sy and were in
Thetford by April 18 (1--GFE,WGE»JAM) and Grafton
by April 20 (1--DCsPS). High counts were 15 on
April 30 at Dead Creek (WJN) and 24 on May 1 at
West Ruytland (GFEyWGEsJAM). Song Sparrowss which
began to return en masse in March, seemed in aver-
age numbers at several locationsy though only 2
were banded at South Woodstock compared 1o 20 last
spring., The high of the poorly documented movement
was 25 on April 16 at Winhall (WJN). A nest with 4
eggs was found May 1 at Sudbury (AP). There was
but 1 report of Snow Bunting--1 on April 6 at Pom-
fret (PB).




CORRECTIONS TO0 THE SPRING 1975 REPORT CONTRIBUTORS FCH  Fran C. Howe
e RJ Robert Jervis
In two placesy the typist inadvertently left out lines SDA stanton D, Allaben AJ Alice Johnson
from the original report. On page 3, left-hand column,» an FSA Mrs. Frederick S. Atlen CWJ Charles W. Johnsen
ellipsis occurs in the Whip-poor-wiil reporti and on page 41} gp Sysan Antenen DPK Douglas P. Kibbe
left-hand columny several lTines were omif{ted referring to RAB Richard A, Bartlett WK Walter Kidder
House Finch and Pureple Finch., Since it is difficult to make| pp Mrs. Philip Brooks MKo Mary Kopps
sense of those sections without the missing lines: corrected| pMp Paul ¥, Brown R&GK Ruth & Gene Kosche
versions are printed below. DoB Donald Burke MK Mimi Krakoff
Whip-poor-will reports this spring seem to explode the WCa Winona Calderwood JDL J. David Laughlin
theory propounded in an earlier issue that the birds move JCa Joan Canton SBL Sarah B. Laughlin
silently into the state in tate May and begin to sing in iCa Irving Canton BlLe Barry Levaas
June. Individuatls were calling at {east briefiy on May 10 cseC Mrs. Charles Chapin JAM Joseph A. Massey
at both Sudbury (AP) and Hartford (WGE). There were 8 addi-| ych Wiltiam Christiansen M&SMa Michael & Sandy Maurer
tional reports in May--from Sudburyy Hartford, Randolph and| gyc Elizabeth W. Clapp FHM Fred H, Merrill
Ferrisburg--for a total of 11 heard (EWC/BPGIWGE,AP). Mee Mary €. Clapp HM Henry Merritt
Good reports of Purple Finch movements establish a DeC Donald Clark MFM  Marion F. Metcalf
fairly clear pattern. A few birds overwinter, such as the 1} ;¢ Jane Clark LNM Larry N. Metcalf
present February 17 until April at a feeder in Randoiph Ic lan Clark LPH Louise P. Mullen
(EWCsMCC). A report from Clarendon March 15 may represent FC Mrs. Flovd Cook R&HMMu Robert & M. Mundstock
such a winter linderer. But by April 1 good-sized flocks AC Ann Coulter MM Mitdred Murphy
wWere reappearing at a number of southern sites: 25-30 at RC Ruth Crane ™ Tom Myers
Springfield (MVB)j 35 at Wallingford (BCW)i 50+ between Add-| gcr Elizabeth Crowe WN Whit Nichols
ison and Middlebury (TCW). At the Clapps' feeder in Ran- TC Timothy Cunningham JMN Julia M. Nicholson
dolph a flock of 30-40 appeared during the showstorm of PD Pegdy Daniels PaN Patricia Noll
April 3 and staved into the month. Birds were .reported in HBD Helen B. Davis WIN  William J. Norse
good numbers through late April, after which the movement DD Doris H. Dolt Fo Frank Oatman
dwindled to the normal numbers of nesting birds., The House BSE Barbara S. Eastman J&EO John & Elizabeth Ohly
Finch continues its sporadic invasionsy with 1 seen April 27| gprg 0liver R. Eastman GFO George F. 0'Shea
to May 1 at the Clapps' Randolph Feeder-~farther norths I RE Robert Edgar E&MP Ed & Miidred Perkins
thinks than previously repcrted in the state. EE Eleanor Ellis EP Eleancr Peters
Also note that in the first sentence referring to Amer-| grg  Georsge F. Ellison BPP  Bruce B. Peterson
ican Robinss on pade 3» both dates should be changed from WGE  Walter G. Ellisoh JP Judith Peterson
May to March. NF Norman Fisher RWP  Roy W. Pilcher
Readers will have notedy I trust, that the columns on DF Donald Fletcher AP Atan Pistorius
page 4 are reversed, WF Wesley Fletcher DP Dotty Pistorius
te L. Gosnell LHP L. Henry Potter
ADDENDUT B i €SP  Craig S. Provost
In the spring 1975 report I mentioned a vellow-dyed BPG Beatrice P. Guyettd’ RPF Richard Prum
Snow Goose seen April 6-~10: 1975 at Florence. Two similarly TCG T.C. Guvette : HR Herman Redden
marked birds were later reported from Burlington--seen EH Edward Hack HaR Harold Reed
April 8y 1975 in a flock of 1,500 other Snows. The U.S. EHa Mrs. Eino Haikara HSR Haroid S. Rising
Fish and Wildlife Service has subseaquently informed me that (Josephine) RR Robin Rothman
these birds were apparently amoneg the 277 Greater Snow CMH c.M. Harris 10R Ila Rouleau
Geese cartured and color-marked on December 48, 1974 and VH V;r;a Harvey RAR  Rose Ann Rowlett
January 7» 1975 at Mackay Island National Wildiife Refuge: J&JH John & Jeanne Helft WS Wavyne Scott
Knotts Islands North Carolina, HPAS High Peaks Audubon cs Charles Seigdchrist
Observers are urged to report all color-marked or band- Societys Essex N.Y Js Jeanne Sherman
ed birds to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or to VINS CH Cecil Hoisington KSm  Ken Smith
and we will report for vou to the Fish and Wildlife Service. MCH Mary C. Holland Ps Patrick Sousa
JDS Jim Stewart
RECORDS OF VERMONT BIRDS is pub- Contributors are reminded to send in ECS  Eleanor Swaim
lished auarterly by the Vermont rare and unusual bird sightings at’ BT Bruce Talbor
Institute of Natural Science and once {or to cail the Vermont Bird FKT  Francisca K. Thomas
is available only through membership Alert) and to submit vour seasonal VINS Vermont Institute of
in the Institute. VINS is a state- cards promptly at the end of each Natural Science Banding
wide environmental education and season! This publication is only as Station, So. Woodstock
natural history research organiza- complete as vou make it! M Marion Vince
tion supported soleiy by memberships v Jim Voegelman
and private contributions. SPRING - April-May JMV - June M, Vydra
Editory Frank Oatman AV Andy Ward
$8 - Individual SUMMER - June-July KW Mrs. Kenneth Ward
$12 - Family Editor, Wavyne Scott BCW  Betty C. Weeks
$25 - Supporting FALL - August-November NwW  N. Wendell Weeks
. Editors Walter Elfison W  Mrs. Charles White
Contributions are tax deductible. WINTER - December-March DWi  Dianne Wilson
L E R R R Editors Don Clark E&W 3::4&:§dv' Wilsan
VERMGNT BIRD ALERT Mapa!iqe Editors Sarah B. Laughlin DMW Don M. Woodbury
802-457-2779 Editorial ) ) JLW  Juiia Lioyd Wright
5:000m-8:00 am Mondavy-Friday Assisant: Julia M, Nicholson
24 hours Saturday and Sunday Comeository Linda S. Ray
CALL IN YOUR RARE BIRD SIGHTINGS! Illustratory Grace Brigham
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