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The mild fall weather continued well into a Winter
Season which was characterized by little snowfall and
the driest January on record {the majority of the snow
fell on the state in mid-February).

Taking advantage of this bonus, large numbers of
birds lingered for Christmas Counts (63,387 individu-
als - 16,000 more than last year) with many remaining
to winter-over. Among these were a few accidentals,
including RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER and VAR!ED THRUSH.

Six December Christmas Counts were able to beat
their previous high counts while the thirteen counts
set new high records for 20 species (ten by the Island
Pond and Craftsbury-Greensboro counts alone).

Generally, birds were well dispersed by the open
winter, leaving fewer individuals at feeders. As can
be seen by looking at the Christmas Counts, ‘''Winter
Finches' invaded the Northeast Kingdom and all but
abandoned the remainder of the state. This void was
filled somewhat by the numerous lingering species and
by southern invaders.

QONS THROUGH HERON

Small numbers of Common Loon were found on Cham~-

ain during December with one at Converse Bay, Char-

.otte, December 8 (JJA), a high of seven on the
Ferrisburg CC December 15 and one on the Burlington CC
December 16. Four observed by the Ellisons on Lake
Morey, December 9, were the only others reported. A
Red-throated Loon, only the second reported in the
"Winter Records,'" was found on Shelburne Bay December
8-13 (BDF, CR et al.). An individual on the Ferris-
burg CC December 15 may well have been the same bird.

A Red-necked Grebe, which is considered a rare
migrant in Vermont, was tallied by the Ferrisburg CC
for the second year in a row. Average numbers of
Horned Grebe were on Lake Champlain in December with
highs of 80 on the Ferrisburg CC December 15 and 8 at
Burlington the following day. On a January 2 trip
along the Champlain shoreline 50+ were recorded, 20
of which were at Shelburne Town Beach (WGE). An in-
jured Grebe, probably a Horned, was found on Silver
Lake, Barnard, December 16 (CHH). A single Pied-
billed Grebe on the Connecticut River in Westminster
December 15 (HSP, EE et al.) was a first for the
Saxtons River CC and the only bird reported for the
season.

A Great Blue Heron was at West Woodstock December
13 (RoJ) and one was in the Ferrisburg area during
"count period." As late as December 22 a bird was
still patrolling the waters in West Arlington (via NS),
an area where they have wintered for the last few
years.

GEESE AND DUCKS
A late group of 30 Canada Geese passed over Win-

11 on December 1! (WIN). Excellent numbers wintered
n Champlain with 2200 on the Ferrisburg and Burlington
CC's December 15-16. A high of 2000+ was gathered at
Rock Island, Panton January 27-February 10 with splin-
ter groups at Button Bay, Dead Creek, Charlotte, and
Grosse Pt., Ferrisburg. Also reported were fifteen

in a Brattleboro field, December 19 (seven of which

remained on the Retreat Meadows well into January -

fide WDN), two on the Craftshury CC December 3}, and
one on the Ottauquechee River, Quechee, at the very

late date of January 6 {KT). A lone Snow Goose win=-
tered with Canadas at Addison (JSA).

Two Mallards were lingering at Lake Morey Decem-
ber 9 (WGE, GFE). Seven CC's recorded 263 with highs
of 172 at Burlington December 16 and 42 at Rutland
December 30. At least 26 were on Converse Bay, Char-
lotte, January 23, with a final sighting of 10-12 the
following day (JJA). Black Ducks, although more nu-
merous, followed much the same pattern as Mallard with
nine at Lake Morey December 9 (WGE, GFE) and 512 on
six CC's (highs of 201 at Ferrisburg and 197 at Bur-
lington). A bird first observed in a flooded field
in South Pomfret December 25 remained through the 20th
of February (CRP). An exceptionally late drake Pin-
tail was found with a mixed flock of Canadas, Blacks
and Mallards at Button Bay January 20 (Jsa). A
hardy male Green-winged Teal on the Ferrisburg CC was
observed with Mallards and Blacks at Converse Bay,
Charlotte, as late as January 20 (JJA). Single Wood
Ducks were recorded on the Burlington and Rutland CC's
and a pair remained at Poor Farm Bay, Charlotte, into
January (WCH).

The three Ring-necked Ducks on the Saxtons River
CC, December 15, were the only ones reported for the
season. The two male Canvasbacks on Converse Bay De-
cember 1 had increased to eight by January 13 and then
fell back to three by January 23 (JJA)}. The seasonal
high was recorded on December 30 at Sand Bar where
approximately 2,000 birds had collected (WRB, MJM).
The only Greater Scaup of the season was on the Ferris-
burg CC while single Lesser Scaup were found on the
Connecticut River December 15 and at Burlington during
the same period. Five unidentified Scaup sp. on CC's
were the only others reported.

Common Goldeneye were in average numbers on
Champlain with 524 on December CC's, 250 along the Lake
on January 2 (WGE) and 180+ recorded at Converse Bay,
Charlotte, February 4 (JJA). Three were still at Lake
Morey December 9 (WGE, GFE) while the Saxtons River,
Hanover-Norwich and Springfield CC's reported 15, 15
and 5 respectively. Three males and two females re-
mained on Lake Willoughby through January 5 (PFZ). A
male BARROW'S GOLDENEYE at Shelburne (Ferrisburg CC)
was only the second recorded in these '"Winter Records'
(JID, MCD). 'Above average numbers of Bufflehead were
on Champlain in December. Eleven were recorded on the
Ferrisburg CC, December 15, while a record high of 54
was set at Burlington the following day. By December
25 only 20 were seen between Burlington and Shelburne
(WRB) and by January 10 the number had dwindled to 6
male and 4 female at the ''ferry dock" in Burlington
(MJIM) .

Ten Oldsquaw on the Ferrisburg CC set a new high
record. After an absence last year, single Black
Scoters showed up on the Ferrisburg and Burlington
CC's. Hooded Mergansers were present on 4 CC's with
Saxtons River and Ferrisburg reporting two apiece and
Norwich and Burlington one each. As usual, Common
Mergansers took advantage of any open water with 554
throughout the state oh CC's. On December 8 fifty
were found on Marshfield Reservoir (MFM). Two females
were on Lake Willoughby (PFZ) as late as January 5
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while two females were seen on the Connecticut River served at Mt. Holly, December 15 (AEB), Warren Decem-
in Lemington January 30 (NLM, ALG). The seasonal high ber 27 (MFM), Bear Swamp, Wolcott, December 30 (MFM),
of c. 2,000 was tallied at Shelburne on February 17 Mariboro January 1 (WDN), South Burlington February 6
(ABS). A Red-breasted Merganser was present at Bur- (WRB) and Bridport February 16 (JSA). Nine Sharp-
lington throughout the winter. |In addition four were shinned Hawks were recorded on CC's with ten additional
on Lake Willoughby January 2 (WGE), and four were at sightings at feeders in North Ferrisburg (MCD, JID),
Converse Bay, Charlotte, January 13 (JJA). Bethel (MCP), Saxtons River (SP), Stockbridge (EH),
White River Junction (PFZ), West Voodstock (SHH),
VULTURE THROUGH EAGLE Charlotte (JJA), Westford (WRB, MJIM), Woodstock (ES,
A report of three Turkey Vultures soaring over WRC) and Union Village (TP}. Cooper's Hawks were ;
Bridport January 6 (HB) lacked the details necessary found on the Saxtons River, Winhall and Hanover-
for such an exceptionally late sighting (only the sec- Norwich CC's, as well as at feeders in Bridport Febru
ond winter record). Goshawks were in record numbers ary 7-16 (JSA), North Ferrisburg February 28 (MCE,
at Craftsbury where they reported five of the seven JID) and Cornwall (all winter - BBP).
CC birds. One bird hung around a Cornwall feeder Red-tailed Hawks took advantage of the mild

throughout the winter (BBP) while singles were ob- weather and lingered in numbers with a few remaining
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throughout the winter. There were 111 on December ford January 20 (KU, PDU) lacked the detailed descrip-
CC's with Ferrisburg and Bennington tying for a new tion or photo necessary for this species, considered
record with 33 apiece. In addition, 37 other records only accidental for the state. Seven Marsh Hawk re-
were received. A Broad-winged Hawk on the Ferrisburg ports came from the Champlain region during the period.
CC December 15 was the first to be recorded on a Ver- Bruce Peterson observed an adult Peregrine Falcon
mont count. Unfortunately the bird was in the Essex, hovering over the Champlain Bridge in Addison January
New York portion of the circle (fide HPAS). Rough- 5. The only other report was a possible near an Orwell
legged Hawk numbers were down for the season. Only feeder in Early February (JeB). Eleven American Kes-
25 were tallied on CC's with a high of 18 at Ferrisburg. trels were tallied on four CC's with the high of 6 at
Eight to twelve were reported regularly on a day's Bennington. There were nine winter reports from the
birding in the Champlain Valley with the only other Champlain Valley as well as singles at West Windsor
-eports coming from Bennington December 22, Sharon February 19 (JEH, BMH) and Castleton February 21 (EH).
pecember 29 (JLW) and lra, December 30 (LHP).

A Bald Eagle found shot at the Shelburne access GROUSE THROUGH SNIPE
in January (BDF) was the only one recorded. Unfortu- Three Spruce Grouse on the Island Pond CC set a

nately, a reported adult Golden Eagle north of Walling- new record as did the 84 Ruffed Grouse tallied on the
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same count. Numbers for the species were above aver-
age this season with 261 on the thirteen CC's alone.

A Bobwhite was found under a Springfield feeder on
count day, while a covey of 35 spent the winter near a
Charlotte feeder. Forty-nine Turkeys were recorded

on & CC's with the high of 24 at Bennington on Decem-
ber 22. Numerous other reports came from areas where
it is well established.

The Ellisons found four American Coots on Lake
Morey on December 9. An early Killdeer circling and
calling at South Burlington February 25 (WRB) was the
only bird reported, while an American Woodcock on the
Ferrisburg CC December 15 became a first for a Vermont
count. It is also the latest date the species has
been recorded in the '"Winter Records.'' A late Common
Snipe was also located on the Ferrisburg count.

GULLS

Single Glaucous Gulls were found at Thompson's
Point, Charlotte, January 3 (WGE) and Blodgett's,
Burlington on January 5 (WRB, MJM). There was one
report of an lceland Gull at Town Farm Bay, Charlotte,
January 3 (WGE). Twenty Great Black-backed Gulls were
located on the Ferrisburg and Burlington CC's. A
number remained on Converse Bay, Charlotte, throughout
most of the season (WCH) with a high of 10 immature
and 5 adults on February A (JJA). Singles were also
reported from Panton durigg January (JJA). There were
339 Herring Gulls on seven CC's. Good numbers wintered
on Champlain. Two were on the Ottauquechee in Wood-
stock December 7 (HLM); two were on the White River
at West Hartford December 12 (possibly the same birds)
(RHA) ; and four were on the Connecticut River at
Bellows Falls December 22 (DC). Ring-billed Gulls
were in average numbers on Champlain. Three were on
Marshfield Reservoir December 8 (MFM), one was tallied
on the Saxtons River CC for the first time as were
four at Springfield December 30. On December 28, four
were at Montpelier (MFM), while 70+ were at Charlotte
on February 4 (JJA). A record 298 Bonaparte's Gulls
were counted on the Ferrisburg CC while Burlington
could only find one. Eight were found at Addison on
January 3 (WGE, FO, WS). For the second year in a
row LITTLE GULLS have shown up on Champlain. This
year two were near DAR State Park, Addison on January
3 (WGE, WS, FO). This European straggler makes regu-
lar visits to the Atlantic coast from Maine to Vir-
ginia and occasionally to the eastern Great Lakes.
It is usuvally in the company of Bonaparte's.

DOVES

Rock Doves continue to increase on CC's with
5,449 tallied this year. A total 1,194 Mourning Doves
were on CC's. Seventy-eight were perched in trees at
Charlotte December 25 (WRB). Twenty-two wintered at a
Moretown feeder (BW via ADH), 37 were at a Plainfield
feeder February 3 (MFM) and 15 were at Pittsford Feb-
ruary 19 (BMZ). Two birds which overwintered at a
Peru feeder was a first for the area (fide WJIN).

OWLS

A red phase Screech Owl was found dead on the
interstate in North Hartland December 13 (GH). Four
were located on the Ferrisburg CC December 15 with a
final bird at Thompson's Point, Charlotte, February
29 (JJA). There were eleven Great Horned Owls on
Christmas Counts in December. A pair were heard call-
ing at Thompson's Point (JJA) throughout the period
and up to two were observed in the Bridport area dur-
ing January and February. During February birds were
observed at Grafton (MB) and Florence (VH). Snowy
Owls went unrecorded for the season. Ten Barred Owls
showed up on seven CC's while an additional eight were
found at Grafton, Hartland, Saxtons River, Winhall,
Woodstock, Marlboro and Clarendon during the period.
Long-eared, Short-eared and Saw-whet Owls went unre-
corded for the season.

whye

KINGF{SHER THROUGH WOODPECKERS

A total of 21 Belted Kingfishers were on eleven
CC's with a high of four at Saxtons River. Twelve
additional reports were received as birds lingered on
waterways left open by the mild weather.

Common Flickers also took advantage of the ;
weather to winter throughout the state. The Benningtoi
CC tallied three while Woodstock and Rutland each had
one. In addition birds were found at North Pomfret
(MCH), South Strafford (HR) and Cornwall (BBP). In-
cluding CC's, fifty Pileated Woodpeckers were reported
for the season. A high of nine was located at Island
Pond on December 23. A RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER turned
up in Vermont for the second year in a row. An adult
male was present at a feeder in Vergennes from Novem-
ber 18 through January 27 (WGE). This is only the
third state and winter record for the species. Hairy
and Downy Woodpeckers were in good numbers for the
season as evidenced by the 333 and 419 respectively
which were totaled on CC's. The Island Pond CC set a
new high record with ten Black-backed Three-toed
Woodpeckers, a considerable c¢climb over the three re-
corded in 1976.

HORNED LARK THROUGH CREEPER

Only four Audubon CC's were able to locate Horned
Larks. Of the 151 total, Ferrisburg racked up 118 of
them. On February 24, thirty were found at Bridport
with twenty remaining through the end of the month
(JSA). The only other report was a 100+ in a South
Burlington field on February 27 (WRB). Seven Gray
Jays were counted on the lIsland Pond CC while four to
six shared lunch with a party at Ferdinand on January
13 (WGE, NLM, AL). The 2,118 Blue Jays on CC's was
down considerably from the 5,295 recorded last year
when a semi-explosion occurred. Bill Norse noted the
drop in the Winhall area. Common Raven numbers con-
tinue to increase yearly. This year 128 were found r
ten CC's. The thirteen additional reports received
tallied 58 birds. A group of 40 were seen in Bear
Swamp, Wolcott on December 30 (DS). By late February
courtship was taking place on the Winhall breeding
sites (WJN). Above average numbers of Common Crow
showed up on CC's with 2,698 birds and some observers
reported wintering birds in areas where they are not
usually found. A bird found dead in Shelburne Decem-
ber 24 by Will Beecher ''seemed small in size for (a)
crow (and) underwing linings showed much white."

The woods were alive with Black-capped Chickadees
this winter with 8,815 on CC's with a record high of
1,412 at Craftsbury's count December 31. Courtship
songs were heard in Woodstock by January 6, with four
males competing on January 16 (JMN). Record humbers
of Boreal Chickadees were also found in the Northeast
Kingdom with 80 on the Island Pond CC and the record
high of 93 at Craftsbury. Tufted Titmice continue
their push northward showing up in all but the north-
eastern and north central sections of the state. Nine
Christmas counts tallied 72 in late December while the
February 9-10 census reported 144, Birds at Plain-
field and Stowe were worthy of note.

White-breasted Nuthatches were present in average
numbers with 671 on CC's and 2-4 at feeders. Although
reports showed Red-breasted Nuthatches scarce at most
feeders, above average numbers were found in the woods,
particularly at higher elevations. Of the total 774
on thirteen CC's, Craftsbury set a record high with
329 while tsland Pond tallied 251. The Brown Creeper
made an excellent showing with 109 on the thirteen
CC's. Hanover-Norwich had the high of 16. Only three
reports were received for the remainder of the season
with singles at Randolph and Charlotte off and on
(EWC, JJA) and two at Grafton (DC).

WRENS AND MIMICS
A Winter Wren was found

in the New York section
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of the Ferrisburg CC circle. There were two reports
of Carolina Wren, one at a Saxtons River feeder in
early December (FB fide DC) and a male which arrived
at a West Woodstock feeder November 23 and remained
through the period eating peanut butter and millet
‘EHW)., At least two Long-billed Marsh Wrens lingered

t Dead Creek, Addison, through December 24 where a
close study left no doubt as to the identification
(JSA, KA). This is the third winter record in the
last five years.

The Mockingbird is becoming a regular winter resi-
dent in the southern Connecticut River Valley and along
Lake Champlain while still expanding its range into new
areas. Twenty-one were found on CC's and notable sight-
ings were singles at Rochester (HMB), South Royalton
(AG), and Montpelier (MFM). The Mockingbird Survey in
February turned up only 17 in six counties. This seems
very low and | am sure field work would have produced
many more. A Gray Catbird was found on the Bennington
CC December 22 while one was a reqular visitor at a
Saxtons River feeder beginning December 28 (SP).

THRUSHES

Christmas counts in December found sixty-five
American Robins lingering in the state. Of these an
unusually high number remained throughout the season.
Noteworthy were birds at Stowe, Plainfield, and Win-
‘hall (CSz, MFM, WJN) and a flock of 60 at Cornwall
January 3 with twenty-one still present February 21
(BBP). A male VARIED THRUSH which showed up at an
Athens feeder February 19 (MW, m. ob) remained through
the end of the season to become the fifth state and
Previous sightings
were at Pomfret (1967), Jeffersonville (1970), North-
field (1977), and Brattleboro (1978). Three Eastern
Bluebirds lingered for the Bennington CC, December 16.
A male observed on a sumac in West Arlington, February
10 (fide NS) was an exceptionally early arrival.

KINGLET THROUGH WARBLER

Golden-crowned Kinglets were in excellent numbers
in December with 283 on ten CC's (highs of 72 at
Craftsbury and 42 at Winhall). A few at Grafton off
and on throughout the winter (DC) and six at Tinmouth
on February 4 (PB) were the only other birds reported.
Where did they go??

There were only two reports of the Bohemian Wax-
wing; two on the Craftsbury CC, December 31 and one in
Cabot February 24 (BBC). Cedar Waxwings made a fair
showing in December with 442 on six CC's (high of 248
at Burlington). Other records of note were eight at
Woodstock January 8 (EH), ten at Brattleboro January
10 (WDN), eleven at Westminster West January 15 (WDN),
100+ at Shelburne Point February 9 (WRB, MJM), twelve
at Saxtons River February 27 {CDK) and 52 at North
Ferrisburg February 27 (JID, MCD).

Christmas counts tallied thirteen Northern Shrikes
in December with a high of 5 at Craftsbury. In addi-
tion, eleven other birds were reported during the sea-
son. Starling numbers continue to spiral with 7,265
on CC's alone. The mild weather was certainly invit-
ing to Yellow-rumped Warblers. Eight were at Shel-
burne Beach December 8 (CR) and eight were recorded
on the CC's. In addition one was at Burlington Decem-
ber 25 (WRB), seven were at Charlotte January 3 (WGE),
a pair at Westminster January 20-February eating suet
(CDK, DJK), another was at a second Westminster loca-
tion February 17 (CDK, DJK), and one was at Plainfield
February 20 (MFM). An Ovenbird was recorded during

we Burlington CC period (no other details available).
far as | can ascertain, this is the first winter
lord for the species.

HOUSE SPARROW THROUGH ICTERIDS

House Sparrow numbers climb with 6,558 on CC's.
An Eastern Meadowlark heard singing and flushed from a
Shelburne Point hayfield February 22 (MJM) was the
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lone bird of the season. Exceptionally high numbers
of Red-winged Blackbirds lingered into December when
seven CC's reported ninety-two. Birds were also re-
ported from Mt. Holly (AEB), Woodstock (GC), South
Pomfret (JJi), Addison and Bridport (JSA), Waterbury
(HBD) and Berlin (MFM), Although a number of birds
were banded and color-marked, we were not able to trace
their origin. The first '"'spring' arrivals were re-
ported from Fairlee February 16 (SHB) and Tinmouth
(GTL) February 26. A Rusty Blackbird lingered at

Mt. Holly through December 26 (AEB). Forty-eight
Common Grackles were compiled on eight CC's with highs
of 26 at Springfield and ten at Bennington. In addi-
tion single birds were reported from Shrewsbury Decem-
ber 1 and 21 (via AFS), Mt. Holly December 4-20 (AEB),
and Thompson Point, Charlotte November-February (WCH).
Brown-headed Cowbird numbers were up somewhat over
last year. The species is slowly climbing back after
a crash in southern Vermont, and perhaps statewide, in
1976. This year's tally by ten CC's was 314. Small
flocks in Bethel December 4-5 disappeared until Febru-
ary 23 (MCP). Two were at Mt. Holly December 14 (AEB),
ten in South Londonderry December 6 (WJN), 200 on
Westminster Flats January 12 (CDK, DJK), a large flock
of females in Saxtons River January 28 (SP) and fi-
nally 25 in Saxtons River February 20 (CDK, DJK).

FINCHES AND SPARROWS

Cardinal numbers continue to climb yearly with
193 on December CC's (all but Winhall and Island Pond)
and 734 plus on the February census, Where at one time
single birds at Vermont feeders were unusual, "flocks"
of 5 to 9 birds are now being reported regularly. A
bird was singing in Woodstock by February 24 {(JMN). A
female Rose~breasted Grosbeak at South Barre, Decem-
ber 2 (MFM), was the second winter report in two years.
Large numbers (7,549) of Evening Grosbeaks were present
for CC's especially in the Northeast Kingdom where
1,688 at Island Pond set a new state record and 1,143
brought Craftsbury in second. Numerous feeders through-
out the state were visited regularly by flocks of 50-
200 birds (a somewhat depressing scene to seed buyers).
While only small numbers of Purple Finch visited feed-
ers sporadically in the southern half to 2/3 of the
state, record numbers were invading the north woods.
A record 1,284 were at Island Pond December 23 and
1,081 were at Craftsbury on the 3Ist. Plainfield had
323 on the 29th. Record numbers of Pine Grosbeak were
in the Northeast Kingdom with 549 at Island Pond and
354 at Craftsbury for CC's. Plainfield had 24, Wood-
stock 10, and Rutland 1 for a total 938 birds. A
handful of sightings of small flocks of 2-12 birds
came from Grafton, Norwich, and Clarendon. Twenty-
seven House Finches were tallied on CC's with a record
18 at Bellows Falls (Saxtons River CC), a number of
which remained in the area throughout the season.
Hanover had 4, Bennington 3, and Brattleboro and
Springfield one apiece. This species which only began
its northward march a few years ago is already a
breeder and full time resident here. A single Common
Redpoll on the Craftsbury CC December 31 and a report
during the Woodstock 'Count Period" was all that was
recorded for the species this season. There were
1,073 Pine Siskins reported on 8 €C's in December with
highs of 389 at Craftsbury and 233 at Plainfield.
Flocks of up to 200 birds were observed in Grafton
{DC) throughout the .season. Three were in Marlboro
December 7 (WDN), 30 were at Woodstock December 27 and
37 on January 1 (JMN), 20-25 were at Stockbridge Janu-
ary 13 (EH), 6 were at North Ferrisburg December 29-
January 5 (MCE, JID), one was at North Pomfret Febru-
ary 15 (MCH) and a few were at Randolph throughout
the season (EWC).

Average numbers of American Goldfinch were pres-
ent throughout the winter season. Due to the mild
weather birds were more dispersed than usual and were
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not found in exceptionally high numbers at feeders.
Good numbers were found in the field, however, as seen
by the 1,965 recorded on CC's. Many noted the first
yellow appearing on males by March 10-12. Only small

numbers of Red Crossbills visited the state this winter.

A lone bird on the Winhall CC December 16 was still
present January 1 (WIN). Nine were found in Marlboro
December 30 (WDN), twelve were feeding on pine in
Londonderry January 16 (SDA) and a pair were in Barnard
February 26 (EH). The only other birds reported were
seventeen just over the border at Mink Brook in Han-
over, N.H. February 28 (WGE). A record high of 245
White-winged Crossbills were at |sland Pond for count
day while 27 were at Craftsbury, 19 at Woodstock and
thirteen at Plainfield. On January 3, 13 and 30 many
males were singing, doing flight displays and acting
territorial in Ferdinand (WGE, FO, ALG et al.). On
January 29 territorial and singing birds were recorded
at Hartwellville (3 males, 1 female), Victory (1 male)
and Kirby {pr.) (all ALG, NLM). On January 30 there
were two singing males at Underpass Pond, Morgan Town-
ship, and a territorial male at Shadow Lake, Glover
(both ALG, NLM). On January 31 a territorial male was
found in Bear Swamp, Hardwick (ALG, NLM). Rufous-
sided Towhees were recorded as ''count period' birds at
Woodstock and Springfield. One was at a Wallingford
feeder from December 5 on (RW fide GTL) and Sally
Laughlin observed one on the VINS Preserve December 31.

A pair of tardy Savannah Sparrows on the Spring-
field CC (WGE) was a new high for the species. A
Vesper Sparrow tallied on the Ferrisburg CC was found
in the New York portion of the circle. The 982 Dark-
eyed Juncos on CC's was quite an increase over the 58
reported last year. Very few were found at feeders
reflecting the mild winter. Small flocks were begin-
ning to build by February with highs of 23 at Stock-
bridge February 17 (EH), 20 at Fayston (ADH) and 15+
at Clarendon February 29 (LHP). Once again Tree
Swallow numbers were down. Only 956 were counted on
CC's and out of twenty-two reports the twenty at
Plainfield February 25 was high (MFM). A record num-
ber of nine Chipping Sparrows was found on the Rutland
CC, beating the three set in Saxtons River in 1969. A
single bird was found on the Springfield CC the same
day. A tardy Field Sparrow was in the Burlington
count area December 16. One, in company with a flock
of Tree Sparrows arrived at a VWestford feeder January
2 and lingered through the end of the season (MJIM) .
Coincidentally, twenty-six White-throated Sparrows
were recorded on CC's for the second year in a row.
January found single birds at feeders in Rochester
(HB), Tinmouth (GTL) and South Barre (MFM). Two re-
ports of one and three birds came from Woodstock on
the 19th and 20th of February (JMN and EH). A Fox
Sparrow at a feeder in Union Village throughout most
of the winter could well have been the same bird re-
ported on the Hanover-Norwich CC. Of the seventy-nine
'Song Sparrows on CC's, highs were 36 at Ferrisburg and
Th at Saxtons River. An overwintering bird was re-
ported from VWoodstock (HJS) while a banded bird was
observed in Plainfield February 15 (MFM).

A lone Lapland Longspur on the Craftsbury CC was
the only bird reported. Record numbers of Show Bunt-
ings moved into the northern tier of the state as
Crafesbury recorded 852, lIsland Pond 145, Ferrisburg
100 and Plainfield 30. One was at Marlboro December
30 (WDN), two at North Pomfret January 9 (LPr, MCH),
and a final record of 30 in a Westminster field on
January 13 (DJK). g
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Contributors are reminded to send in rare
and unusual bird sightings at once (or to call
the Vermont Bird Alert) and to submit seasonal
summaries promptly at the end of each season.
This publication is only as complete as you make
it. |If you need sighting cards, write VINS,
Woodstock, Vt. Or, call us at k57-2779.
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