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Record-breaking weather was certainly a topic of discussion

in the summer of 1994. Although June started off rather cool, by mid­

month high humidity and record temperatures in the 90's blanketed

the area. Vermont was the wettest of the New England states,

receiving above normal amounts of precipitation. Unseasonably warm

weather continued into July, giving us the warmest month since 1955
and the 4th warmest on record. This unusual weather may have kept

the number of species and observer hours down, as only 173 species

were seen.
The rarities for this summer included the following docu­

mented species. A CASPIAN TERN was observed near Savage Island

on 7/11 by Mark Labarr, Common Tern biologist with the Vermont

Institute ofNatural Science (hereafter VINS). A Merlin was observed

in West Haven on 6/19. The other sighting of interest was a pair of

Pied-billed Grebe seen at South Slang in Ferrisburgh on 7/7. No

nesting evidence was noted, but the birds were judged to be probably

nesting in the area.
I have continued the use of 5 key words used by previous

editors to indicate the quantity of reports for a species. These words
are: minimal for 1-5 reports, modest for 6-15, moderate for 16-25,
considerable for 26-35, and extensive for 36 or more reports. Reports

of observations are either sent in individually or on seasonal checklists
(available from VINS), from Breeding Bird Surveys (hereafter BBS),

part of a nationwide effort, and from information from the Missisquoi

National Wildlife Refuge (hereafter MNWR) and the banding station

at VINS.

LOONS THROUGH HERONS

The combination of a late cold spring and high lake levelscaused a drop
from 15 prs of Common Loon in 1993 to 13 prs. this season, but these

prs. fledged 16 chicks, the high since 1990. Only 1 nest failed, and this

a newly established site at Miles Pd. Loons on Little Averill Pd. made

successful use of an artificial nesting platform. Human disturbance and

fluctuating lake levels continue to cause nest failures. This year thru the

cooperative efforts ofVINS, various power companies and the Vermont

Nongame and Natural Heritage Program some of these problems were

eliminated. In addition 29 sightings included a high count of 14 loons at
Tri-Town Waterworks, Addison 6/13 (JMN), and 1 individual was

Caspian Tern

reported on 1 BBS route. There were scattered reports of Pied-billed

Grebe including 1 at South Bay,Newport 6/7 (PFW,SAW), 1 in Benson

6/8 (SWM), 7 in Coventry 6/14 (REG,OAG), and a pair in proper

nesting habitat at Ferrisburgh 7/7 (JID,MCD). Double-crested Cormo­

rant numbers were modest with highs of 500 seen in Panton 7/16

(JID,MCD) and IsleLaMotte 6/5 (EMA,RDB). There were 23 individu­
als on 1 BBS route. American Bittern received modest reports with 1 in

Dorset 6/5 (EFG) and 1 at West Rutland Marsh 6/5 (SWM). BBS had

4 individuals on 2 routes. Great Blue Heron were seen commonly

statewide, 1 in Addison 6/1 (JAP) and 1 ad. and 17 yg. in Poultney 7/3
(BWP). The drawdown of a storage pond at Dead Creek Wildlife

Management Area (hereafter DCWMA) attracted great numbers of
herons including 9 on 7/25 (JAP). BBS had 10 individuals on 3 routes.

Great Egret had minimal sightings with 1 on the Winooski River 6/1 0
(DLC), 1 at Springfield 7/27 (WME), and again on the Winooski R. 7/

30 (JA). Modest repotts of Green-backed Heron included a nest in

Brandon 6/14 (SSW). The nest waslocated in a groveof cedar with at least
3 yg. visible. BBShad 5 individuals on 2 routes. Two reports of Black­

crowned Night-Heron were of! at Montpelier 7/19 (TSA) and Ion Lake
Champlain (hereafter LC) 7/2 (RF,FO).

WATERFOWL

One Mute Swan was reported at Herrick's Cove 7/30 (WJN). Moderate
reports of Canada Goose included 1 ad. with yg. in Brandon 7/24 (SSW).

Wood Duck wasmodestly reported with many individuals at South Hero

and a f. with 11 yg. at Allen Brothers' Marsh, Westminster 7/7 (AMD).
A breeding report from MNWR had a total of 180 yg. There were several
reports of American Black Duck including breeding success at MNWR
with 20 yg. BBShad 3 individuals on 2 routes. The ubiquitous Mallard
had its usual successfulseasonwith nesting reports from around the state.
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There were 14 individuals on 3 BBS routes. A single report of Blue­

winged Teal came from Coventry 6/7 (REG,OAG). A Gadwall hen was

killed by a mowing machine in Grand Isle (D]H) with 10 of her 11 eggs

hatched by a domestic chicken. The only report of American Wigeon

came from Grand Isle 6/1 (D]H) with 2 hens producing 6 yg. each. The

only Common Goldeneye report was from MNWR of a clutch of7 eggs.

Hooded Merganser was recorded with 1 in Winhall 6/1 and 2 at S.

Londonderry 6/16 (W]N) and 1 at Addison 6/3 (JAP). A f. with 13 yg.

was at Ferrisburgh 6/27 (JID,MCD). MNWR reported 14 yg. Modest

reports of Common Merganser came again from Grand Isle6/11 (D]H)

with a total of22 yg.Af. with 26 yg. wasseen at Ferrisburgh (JIO,MCD).

BBS had 1 individual on 1 route.

VULTURES, HAWKS AND FALCONS

Turkey Vulture had modest reports this season, 1 bird at Middlesex 6/1

(TSA) and a high of 8 in Colchester 7/14 (EMA,RD B). Osprey contin­

ued to be successfulwith incubation activity at 12 nests resulting in 23 yg.

fledged from 9 nests. Other sightings included 4 individuals at Bristol Pd.

7/11 (JID,MCD). There were modest reports ofBald Eagle, 3 individuals

at Thetford 6/14 (HH), and 2 seen at Somerset Reservoir 7/8 (SDF).

Northern Harrier received modest reports including a pc. commonly seen

rhru the season in Brandon (SSW). The high count was 4 individuals in

Bridport 7/13 (JAP). BBS had 2 individuals on 2 routes. Sharp-shinned

Hawk was reported minimally with 1 in Brandon 6/4 (SSW), 1 in New

Haven 6/10 (JAP), and 1 in Georgia 7/22 (EMA,RDB). The 3 sightings

of Cooper's Hawk were 1 in Island Pond 6/16 (ClF), 1 at Bridport 6/19

(SWM) and 1 in Glover 6/24 (REG,OAG). A lone report of Goshawk

was received from Springfield 7/1 (WME). There were minimal reports

of Red-shouldered Hawk, 1 at West Bolton 6/3 & 11 (Me) and 1 in

Bristol 6/10 (JRA). Broad-winged Hawk also had minimal reports with

singles at Middlesex 6/19 (TSA) and Goshen 7/15 (SSW). BBS had 3

individuals on 2 routes. Red-tailed Hawk was moderately reported

including an albino at Westminster 6/5 (AMD). An individual was

observed harassing a Peregrine Falcon at the DVM water tower, Burling­

ton 7/28 (SWM). BBS had 2 individuals on 2 routes. American Kestrel

had moderate reports including a nesting pro in Brandon 6/11 (SSW) as

well as 1 pro in Bridport 7/22 (JAP). This little hawk seems to continue

to do well within its range. BBShad 12 individuals on 9 routes. There was

an unusual summer sighting of a Merlin at Bald Mt., West Haven 6/19

(SWM). Peregrine Falcon continues its amazing comeback from 1990

when only 6 yg. were fledged to rhe 1994 season with 31 fledglings.

GROUSE THROUGH RAILS

A single Gray Partridge was heard calling in Swanton 6/26 (SWM).

Two Ring-necked Pheasant in Woodstock (JMN) were releases from

a game farm. Ruffed Grouse had minimal reports with 1 in Pawlet 6/

5 (GRB) and 8 at Reading 6/5 (FMH,E]H). There were minimal

reports of Wild Turkey. No doubt numbers were down due to the

severe winter of 93-94. A f. raised 6 yg. in Pawlet 7/2 (G RB) and 23

individuals were seen in Bristol 8/3 (JRA). Northern Bobwhite had

minimal reports with 1 seen in N. Ferrisburgh 617 (JID,MCD), 1 at

Caledonia Airport 6/15 (PFW,SAW), and 1 at Norwich 7/27 (JP).

Virginia Rail had minimal reports including 1 at West Rutland Marsh

617 (SSW) and 2 at DCWMA 6/27 (JIO,MCD). Common Moorhen

also had minimal reports including 1 seen at DCWMA 6/6 (JAP) and

4 observed there 717 (JID,MCD).

SHOREBIRDS

One Semipalmated Plover washeard in Burlington 7/28 (SWM). Reports

of Killdeer were moderate with 1 ad. and yg. in Woodstock 7/14 (JMN).

The high count of 24 came from Berlin 7/29 (TSA). BBS had 69

individuals on 16 routes. Greater Yellowlegshad minimal reports includ­

ing 2 seen in Georgia 6/5 & 10 (EMA,RDB) and 2 at DCWMA 7/27

(MBN). Lesser Yellowlegs had 4 reports including a high count of 6 at

DCWMA 7/27 (MBN). Solitary Sandpiper had a solitary report from S.

Londonderry 7/25 (W]N). Sported Sandpiper was reported modestly

with 4 in Addison 6/6 (JAP) and 5 at Taftsville 7/14 (JMN). BBS had 4

individuals on 3 routes. Upland Sandpiper had minimal reports of 1 in

Bridport 6/6 (JAP), 4 in Swanton 6/30 (SWM) , and on 7/13, 4 in

Bridport and 2 in Shoreham (JAP). American Woodcock reports were

minimal with 3 in Weybridge 7/8 (MBN) and 1 in West Bolton 7/16 &

24 (MC). There were minimal reports of Common Snipe with 2 in Berlin

6/2 (TSA) and 4 seen at Bristol Pd. 7/11 (JIO,MCD). BBS had 31

individuals on 12 routes.

GULLS AND TERNS

There were minimal reports of Bonaparte's Gull including 4 at Newport

6/14 (REG,OAG). Modest sightings ofRing-billed Gull included 100 at

Burlington 6/11 (SSW) and 200 in Swanton 6/26 (SWM). BBShad 231

individuals on 4 routes. Only 2 Herring Gull were reported from

Middlesex 6/ 1 (TSA). Great Black-backed Gull had minimal reports with

12 at Newport 6/7 (REG,OAG). A single CASPIAN TERN was noted

at SavageIs. in northern LC 7/11 (MSL), an almost yearly appearance for

this species. Common Tern enjoyed continued success on LC with 130

breeding prs. and 84 fls., a modern record. Popasquash Is. produced all

84 fls. with predation levels lower than in past years. Six breeders were

verified as locally hatched chicks (CCR). Two other reports of 1 indi­

vidual each were from Burlington 6/12 (TSA) and Newport 6/14

(REG,OAG). BlackTern had modest reports including 1 at DCWMA 6/

5 & 19 (SWM). The high count of20 was from Missisquoi 6/16 (TSA).



DOVES THROUGH NIGHTJARS

Rock Dove had modest reports, yet large flocks were seen throughout

Addison and Rutland Counties. BBS had 205 individuals on 13 routes.

Mourning Dove had modest reports including 4 in Middlebury 6/ 1 OAP)

and a nesting in Brandon 7/1 (SSW). BBS had 246 individuals on 18

routes. There were modest reports of Black-billed Cuckoo with 1 in

Middlebury 6/1 (MBN) and 2 in Fairlee 7/31 (KRH). BBS had 2

individuals on 2 routes. Yellow-billed Cuckoo had minimal reports of 1

in Reading 6/18 (FMH,EJH), and 1 inS. Londonderry 7/9 & 15 (WJN).

Reports of Barred Owl were minimal with 1 in Bolton 6/10 (CW) and 2

in Woodsrock 6/14 GMN). BBShad 2 individuals on 1 route. There was

1 report of a Great Horned Owl from Dorset 7/30 (EFG). Common

Nighthawk had modest reports including 1 in Montpelier 6/1 (TSA) and

2 from Bellows Falls 6/14 (WME). The Whip-poor-will continues to be

scarce with only 3 reported, including 2 from Brandon heard calling 6/

3 & 7/3 (SSW), and the other from West Rutland 6/3 (CJF) with the

comment "first time heard in 3 years."

SWIFTS THROUGH WOODPECKERS

Chimney Swift had modest reports including large numbers seen during

the season in Brandon (SSW). There were 56 individuals on 11 BBS

routes. Considerable reports of Ruby-throated Hummingbird included

one of a m. displaying in Starksboro 7/1 (MRP), 2 f. with yg. in

Woodstock 7/30 GMN) and yg. seen on a regular basis in N. Ferrisburgh

GID,MCD). There were 12 individuals on 7 BBS routes. Belted King­

fisher had moderate reports including 5 individuals at Lewis Creek,

Ferrisburgh 7/5 GID,MCD). There were 10 individuals on 8 BBSroutes.

Red-headed Woodpecker had 4 reports totalling 8 individuals. A pr. with

1 imm. was at Bridport 7/22 OAP), 1 was at a feeder in Marlboro 6/10

(JPN) , and 1was at South Hero 7/4 (DJH). Yellow-bellied Sapsucker had

moderate reports including confirmed nestings in Springfield (WME)

and on the Long Trail in Killington 6/27 (RF,FO). Two were banded at

VINS and 47 individuals were counted on 15 BBS routes. Moderate

reports of Downy Woodpecker included afl. being fed by a m. in Proctor

(RWP). Three were banded at VINS and there were 30 individuals on 13

BBSroutes. Hairy Woodpecker also had moderate reports including a m.

feeding yg. in Brandon 7/23 (SSW). Four were banded at VINS and 16

individuals were tallied on 12 BBS routes. A single report of Black-backed

Woodpecker was from Moose Bog, Ferdinand 7/1 (RF,FO). Northern

Flicker had considerable reports with 7 seen in one group in Brandon 7/

3 (SSW). There were 49 individuals on 17 BBS routes. Moderate reports

ofPileated Woodpecker included 3 in Bridport 6/28 (JAP). BBS had 16

individuals on 10 routes.

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH SWALLOWS

Olive-sided Flycatcher had modest reports with 1 in Barton 6/11

(REG,OAG) andapr. with the m. singing in Rochester7/11 (SSW). This

area has consistently had a pro each year. Others were seen in Reading 7/

2,12 & 23 (FMH,EJH). Eastern Wood-pewee had modest reports with

1 individual at Bridport 6/1 (JAP) and a high count of 5 in Benson 6/19

(SWM). There were 33 individuals on 14 BBS routes. Minimal reports

of Yellow-bellied Flycatcher included 1 heard at Victory Bogand another

near Island Pond 6/25 (RF,FO). One individual was banded at VINS.
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BarnSwallows

Modest reports of Alder Flycatcher included 7 from Brandon/Goshen 6/

1 (SSW), and 3 at Dorset 7/30 (EFG). There were 70 individuals on 11

BBS routes. Willow Flycatcher had moderate reports including a high

count of 3 from DCWMA 6/5 (SWM). There were 15 individuals on 8

BBS routes. Least Flycatcher had modest reports with 1 at Montpelier 6/

1 (TSA) and 5 at West Rutland Marsh 6/5 (SWM). There were 104

individuals on 16 BBSroutes. Fourwere banded at VINS. Eastern Phoebe

had moderate reports including a nest in Pawlet 6/5 (GRB), 6 individuals

in Jericho 7/2 (MC) and 5 at Vershire 7/31 (KRH). Four were banded at

VINS and 132 were counted on 17 BBS routes. Great-crested Flycatcher

received modest reports including 4 individuals interacting at Brandon 6/

12 (SSW), 1 seen in Dorset 7/25 (EFG) and 1 from Middlebury 7/27

(JAP). There were 33 individuals on 12 BBSroutes. Eastern Kingbird had

moderate reports including a nest construction observed in Brandon

(SSW), alsofrom Brandon 6 on 7/10 (SSW), and4 at Pawlet 7/25 (GRB).

There were 80 individuals on 17 BBS routes. Horned Lark had just 2

reports with 2 birds at Bridport 6/1 (JAP), and 1 at Vergennes 6/25

(RF,FO). One individual was found on 1 BBS route. There were modest

reports of Purple Martin, almost all from the Champlain Valley, with 5

reported from Newport 6/7 (PFW,SAW). High counts included 16

individuals in Addison 6/6 (JAP) and from Ferrisburgh 30 plus in 3

colonies (JID,MCD). As might be expected, Tree Swallow had moderate

reports including a nest in a tree in Rochester 7/11 (SSW), and 25 birds

at Addison 7/16 (JAP). Other reports noted dead ads.& yg. in some

nesting boxes. VINS banded 2 and there were 301 individuals on 19 BBS

routes. Northern Rough-winged Swallow had minimal reports including

2 in Addison 6/14 GAP), 2 in Manchester Center 6/19 (BWP) and 12 at

Potash Bay 7/27 (MBN). One individual was seen on 1 BBS route. Bank

Swallow received minimal reporting including highs of35 in Newport 6/

14 (REG,OAG) and 35 in Middlebury 6/20 GAP). There were 76 seen

on 6 BBSroutes. There were only 2 sightings of CliffSwallow: 1 at Isle

La Motte 6/5 (EMA,RDB) and 1 at S. Londonderry 7/27 (WJN).

There were 26 seen on 7 BBS routes. Barn Swallow had moderate

reports with 50 at Berlin Pond 6/4 (TSA), yg. being fed at Bristol 7/

27 (JRA), and 2 fl. in Middlebury 7/5. There were 301 individuals on

19 BBS routes.
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Eastern Phoebe

JAYS THROUGH WRENS

Although considerable reports of Blue Tay were received only 2 were of

confirmed nesrings, 2 ad. with 3 yg. at Starksboro 6/10 (MRP) and 2 ad.
with 3 yg, ar Proctor 7/16 (RWP). There were 209 individuals on 19 BBS

routes. American Crow had moderare reports including a high count of

50 at S. Londonderry 7/30 (WJN). Five yg. were seen begging 2 ad, in
Woodstock 7/20 OMN). There were 496 individuals on 19 BBSroutes.

Common Raven had modest reports with 4 seen in W. Bolton 6/24 (MC).

There were 12 individuals on 5 BBSroutes. Black-capped Chickadee had

considerable reports including several of nestings. Ar Vershire 2 nests

produced 6 yg. and other nesting reports came from Woodstock and

Starksboro. There were 366 individuals on 19 BBS routes, There were 3

reports of Boreal Chickadee with 2 seen in Brunswick 6/20 (REG,OAG),

2 at Moose Bog, Ferdinand 6/25 (RF,FO), and 2 at Wenlock WMA 7/
3 (SWM). Tufted Titmouse was modestly reported with a nest in

Woodstock 7/7 (POM). There were 7 seen on 5 BBS routes. Moderate

reports of White-breasted Nuthatch included some confirmed nestings:

in Woodstock 2 ads, with 2 yg. 7/31 OMN) and in Vershire 2 ads, with
3 yg, 7/2 (KRH). One individual was banded at VINS and 23 were seen

on 11 BBS routes, Modest reports of Red-breasted Nuthatch included a

nest with 2 ad. and 3 yg. at Sheffield (PFW,SAW) and another nest in

Woodstock 6/27 OMN), A high count was of 6 individuals at Reading 7/

17 (FMH,EJH). There were 32 individuals on 10 BBS routes. Brown

Creeper had minimal reports: 1 from Benson 6/8 (SWM), 1 at Wenlock

WMA 7/3 (SWM) and 1 at Goshen 7/11 (SSW). There were 6 individu­

als on 5 BBS routes. No doubt due to the severe winter, Carolina Wren

had only one report, a nest in Hinesburg 6/30 OAP),There was 1counted
on 1 BBS route, House Wren not surprisingly had considerable reports

with several confirmed nestings, There were 38 individuals on 10 BBS
routes. Winter Wren had modest reports including high counts of 5 birds

in Ripton 6/29 (SSW) and of? at Camel's Hump 7/16 (SWM), There

were 72 individuals on 12 BBS routes. Moderate reports of Marsh Wren

included highs of 20 birds at OCWMA 6/6 OAP) and 5 singing rns. at
West Rutland Marsh 6/7 (SSW). There were 13 individuals on 3 BBS

routes.

KINGLETS THROUGH THRUSHES

Golden-crowned Kinglet had minimal reports with most sightings from

the Northeast Kingdom, Two were seen at Moose Bog 7/2 (REG,OAG),

3 at Wenlock WMA7/3 (SWM) and3 at Reading7/12 & 17 (FMH,EJH).
BBShad 10 individuals on 5 routes, Ruby-crowned Kinglet had minimal

reports with 1 at Ira 6/5 (SWM) and 1 at Sheffield 6/26 (PFW,SAW).
There were 2 seen on 2 BBSroutes. There were just 4 reports of Blue-gray

Gnatcatcher with 4 at Fort Cassin 6/3 OID,MCO) and 4 at Bald Mt.,
West Haven 6/19 (SWM). There were 2 individuals on 1 BBS route.

Moderate reports of Eastern Bluebird included nestings. This species

continues to recover due to the efforts of individuals and groups like

Bluebirds Across Vermont. There were 11 seen on 8 BBS routes.

Moderate reports of Veery came from across the state, A nest in S.

Starksboro held 3 yg. 6/19 (MRP). Another found in Goshen 6/26 (SSW)
appeared to have suffered predation. Three yg. were fledged in Wood­

stock 6/20 OMN) and 6 individuals were seen in Reading 7/11
(FMH,EJH), There were 204 counted on 18 BBS routes, There were 2
reports of Bicknell's Thrush, both on Mr. Mansfield 6/4 (SWM) and 6/

26 (RF,FO). Swainson's Thrush had minimal reports with 2 seen in

Goshen6/10 &27 (SSW) and 6 on Camel's Hump 7/16 (SWM). Modest

reports of Hermit Thrush included 3 heard at Goshen 7/11 (SSW). One

was banded at VINS and 59 were counted on 15 BBS routes, Wood

Thrush was moderately reported throughout the state with several

confirmed nestings. A high count of 5 was from Benson 6/3 (SWM).

VINS banded 12 and there were 175 individuals on 19 BBS routes. There
were considerable reports of American Robin statewide including con­

firmed nestings. Of interest is a report of a nest being reused that was

constructed in 1992 in Starksboro (MRP). There were 20 banded at

VINS and a whopping 931 were counted on 19 BBS routes.

MIMIDS THROUGH VIREOS

Considerable reports of Gray Catbird included nestings in several areas,

2 in Essexjet, 6/9 (MRP) and 3 active nests in Woodstock 6/23 OMN).

Interestingly the same reporter observed an ad. feeding yg. raspberries as
it perchedon afence. VINS banded 22 and there were 120 individuals on

22 BBS routes. Northern Mockingbird had minimal reports but nests

were confirmed in South Burlington 7/2 (SWM) and in Grand Isle 7/31
(DJH), There were 3 individuals on 3 BBS routes. Modest reports of

Brown Thrasher included a high count of 12 in Grand Isle, and 6 were

at Brownsville 6/1 (BMH). Several comments by recorders indicate this

species was more common this year. VINS banded 4 and there were 5

individuals on 5 BBS routes, Cedar Waxwing was extensively reported

with 2 nests in S. Starksboro that fledged a total of 8 yg (MRP). Grand

Isle reported large numbers through the season (DJH). VINS banded 32

birds and there were 365 individuals on 19 BBS routes. Although

common, European Starling had modest reports including a nest in

Wallingford (SJO). A high count of about 500 was from DCWMA 6/20
(MBN). VINS banded 1 and there were 923 individuals on 19 BBS

routes. Solitary Vireo had modest reports including 3 nests, one of which
had 2 ad. & 3 yg, in Bristol 7/5 (MRP). One observer commented that

this seems to be an abundant species in the northern parts of Vermont.

There were 32 individuals on 10 BBS routes, There were modest.reports

of Yellow-throated Vireo with 1 in Woodstock 6/14 (CRP) and 1 in

Middlebury 7/27 OAP). There were 16 individuals on 4 BBS routes, In

spite of moderate reports Warbling Vireo had no confirmed nestings.



There was ahighcounr of6 in Ira6/5 (SWM). Two were bandedar VINS

and there were 59 individuals on 13 BBS routes. Three reports of

Philadelphia Vireo included 1 seen at Victory Bog (RF,FO) and 1 singing

m. at Vershire 7/9 (KRH). This bird remained in that area for a week.

One was seen in Dorser 7/27 (EFG). Abundanr reports of Red-eyed Vireo

starewide included a high count of 20 in Middlebury 7/27 (JAP).

Predation by Brown-headed Cowbird affecred 2 nests at S. Starksboro 7/

20 (MRP). Removal of cowbird eggs resulted in 1 nesr producing 3 yg.

Six were banded ar VINS and there were 478 individuals on 18 BBS

routes.

WOOD WARBLERS

Blue-winged Warbler had minimal reports with I at Ira 6/2 & 19 (SWM)

and 1 from Dorset 7/26 (EFG). There were minimal reports of Golden­

winged Warbler with 1 in Brandon 6/2 (SSW) and 1 ar Middlebury 6/

13 (JAP). There was 1 individual on 1 BBS route. Tennessee Warbler also

had minimal sightings with I at Dorset 7/30. VINS banded 2 individuals

and there was only 1 on 1 BBS route. Modesr numbers of Nashville

Warbler were reported including 1 from Ripton 6/1 (MBN) and 1 ad.

with 2 yg. in Bristol 7/10 (MRP). VINS banded 2 and there were 37

individuals on 8 BBS routes. A single report of Northern Parula was of a

m. singing at Somerset Reservoir 7/8 (SDF). There were 14 counred on

5 BBS routes. As might be expected, Yellow Warbler was modestly

reported with 2 seen in Middlebury 6/1 (JAP) and a high count of 10

noted in Swanton 6/26 (SWM). VINS banded 7 and there were 156

tallied on 18 BBS routes. Moderate reports of Chestnut-sided Warbler

included confirmed nesting. There was a high count of 11 birds at

Lincoln 6/3 (JRA) and 2 ad. with 3 yg. at S. Starksboro 6/14 (MRP).

VINS banded 3 and there were 196 individuals on 17 BBS routes.

Magnolia Warbler had minimal reports with 1 bird seen at Mt. Abraham

7/12 (SSW) and I at Camel's Hump 7/16 (SWM). There were 34

individuals on 9 BBS routes. Modest reports of Black-throated Blue

Warbler included 2 ad. with fy. in Middlebury 7/27 (JAP). A high counr

of8 came from Camel's Hump 7/16 (SWM) and BBS had 28 individuals

on 10 routes. A nest was reported from Lincoln (JRA). Black-throated

Green Warbler also had modest reports including a high counr of 8 on

Camel's Hump 7/8 (SWM). Blackburnian Warbler had minimal reports

including 1 in Addison 6/3 (JAP) and 3 in Reading 6/15 (FMH,E]H).

There were 25 individuals on 8 BBS routes. Pine Warbler also had

minimal reports with 1 seen in Brandon 6/12 (SSW). There were 5

25

individuals on 1 BBS route. Three reports of Prairie Warbler included I

singing m. at West Haven 6/9 (SWM) and 6/24 (JAP), I at Woodstock

6/20 (SSW), and 1 at Dorset 7/19 (EFG). Minimal reports of Blackpoll

Warbler included 2 high counts: 7 at Mr. Mansfield 6/24 (SWM) and 5

at Ripton 6/29 (SSW). Cerulean Warbler had 3 reports with 2 singing m.

in Ira at the Rt. 4 pull-off 6/19 (SWM), I at Benson 6/19 (SWM) and 2

m. on Camel's Hump 7/16 (SWM). There was I individual on I BBS

route. Moderate reports of Black-and-white Warbler included 2 ad.

feeding 1 yg. in Bristol 7/1 (MRP). A high count of 6 came from

Manchester Center 6/19 (BWP). VINS banded 14 birds and there were

76 individuals on 15 BBS roures. American Redsrart had moderate reports

including high counts of 6 birds in Rochester 6/1 (SSW) and 9 ar Ira 6/

19 (SWM). One was banded at VINS and there were 76 individuals on

15 BBS routes. Not surprisingly there were considerable reports of

Ovenbird including an a. with fy. in Starksboro 6/24 (MRP). High counts

were 8 at Goshen 6/1 (SSW) and at least 10 at Benson 6/19 (SWM).

Eleven were banded at VINS and 282 were noted on 19 BBS routes.

Northern Waterthrush had minimal reports with 1 from Barton Swamp

and 3 along Barton River Rd. 6/7 (PFW,SAW), also I a. with yg. in Bristol

7/5 (MRP). There were 6 individuals on 4 BBS routes. Minimal reports

of Louisiana Waterthrush included I territorial male in Woodstock 6/1

(JMN), I at Leicester 6/9 (SSW), 1 each at Ira and West Haven 6/19

(SWM). There were 4 individuals on 3 BBS routes. Mourning Warbler

had modest reports including 2 ad. and I yg. in Starksboro 7/3 (MRP).

One was banded at VINS and there were 4 on 4 BBS routes. As expected

Common Yellowthroat received extensive reports statewide. At Essexjet.

on 6/2 MRP noted a nest with a Brown-headed Cowbird egg partially

buried, and on 6/8 the egg was completely buried and the nest abandoned.

Ahigh count of I0 birds was recorded in Lincoln 6/3 (JRA). VINS banded

II individuals and there was a grand total of 455 birds on 19 BBS routes.

Modest reports of Canada Warbler included 4 seen in Reading 6/4

(FMH,E]H), 3 at Rochester 7/11 (SSW), and a report of I ad. with fy. in

Middlebury 7/21 (JAP). There were 6 individuals on 6 BBS routes.

TANAGER THROUGH HOUSE SPARROW

Moderarereports of Scarlet Tanager this season included a report of 1 ad.

with yg. from Woodstock 7/10 (JMN), 3 individuals at Reading 7/23

(FMH,E]H), and 2 seen in Middlebury 7/27 (JAP). There were 49

individuals on 13 BBS routes. Northern Cardinal had moderate reports

from around the state. Five were at Brandon 6/9 (SSW) and 2 at

Middlebury 7/3 (JAP). Although common throughout, only 1 nesting

was noted. VINS banded 1 bird and there were 81 individuals on II BBS

routes. Rose-breasted Grosbeak was extensively reported with several

confirmed breeding reports. Two were seen feeding yg. in Woodstock 7/

I (JMN) and 4 yg. were noted at Westminster West 6/13 (AMD). A

comment that "they seem to be everywhere" is illustrated by a high count

of 11 birds in Brandon/Rochester 7/11 (SSW). VINS banded 3 and there

were 57 on 16 BBS routes. Modest reports of Indigo Bunting included 2

ad. with fy. in Goshen 7/20 (SSW) and a singing m. in Woodstock 7/20

(JMN). Five were banded at VINS and there were 74 on 14 BBS routes.

Rufous-sided Towhee had modest reports with a singing m. in Pawlet 6/

8 (GRB) and 1 in Brandon 6/16 (SSW). Four were banded at VINS and

there were 6 individuals on 4 BBS routes. Considerable reports of

Chipping Sparrow included several nests. There was a pr. with 3 yg. in

Brownsville 7/16 (BMH) as well as a pr. with fy. in Woodstock 6/22

(JMN). The high count of 12 was at Dorset (EFG). In spite of the high
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Montpelier 7/19 (TSA). One was banded at VINS and there were 309

individuals on 18 BBS routes. Brown-headed Cowbird had moderate

reports with an observation from S. Starksboro (MRP) that Red-eyed

Vireo, Solitary Vireo and Common Yellowthroar nests had all suffered

predation from this species. Two cowbirds were banded at VINS and

there were 126 individuals on 18 BBS routes. Considerable reports of

Northern Oriole included a singing m. in Brandon (SSW), 2 nests

with yg. in Woodstock 6/23 (JMN) and a high of 8 individuals in

Manchester Center 6/19 (BWP). There were 53 individuals on 15

BBS mutes. Purple Finch had moderate reports including nestings in

Sheffield 6/21 and an ad. with yg. there 7/4 (PFW,SAW). Four were

in Bolton 7/31 (MC) and others were seen at a feeder in Island Pond

6/26 (RF,FO). There were 40 individuals on 11 BBS routes. House

Finch, to no one's surprise, had considerable reports with 24 in Dorset

6/30 (EFG) and 1 ad. with 4 yg. at Westminster West 7/7 (AMD).

Two were banded at VINS and there were 122 individuals on 16 BBS

routes. A single report of White-winged Crossbill came from Moose

Bog, Ferdinand 6/26 (RF,FO). American Goldfinch had considerable

reports with a high count of 30 birds in Dorset 6/30 (EFG). Nesting

occurred in Woodstock (JMN). VINS banded 8 birds and there were

246 individuals on 19 BBS routes. Moderate reports of Evening

Grosbeak included 2 from West Bolton 6/1 (Me), 2 in Ferrisburgh 6/

5 (JlO,MCD), 1 yg. being fed by an ad. at Sheffield 7/4 (PFW,SAW),

and a m. with 1 yg. at Proctor 7/13 (RWP). There were 36 individuals

on 10 BBS routes. House Sparrow had modest reports with 20 birds

in Wallingford 7/30 (S]D). There were 213 individuals on 14 BBS

routes.

* Breeding Bird Survey Participant

Walter Ellison"
Wally Elton

Brett Engstrom*

Lynn Erb*

Steve Faccio*

Jean Fleming

C}. Frankiewicz

Ron French

Ted Gaine

Betty Gilbert

Alisa Golodetz

Marge Gow

Dean Greenberg

Olive Griffin

Ray Griffin

George (Terry) Hall

H. Hehre

Elroy Heselton

Tom Hickcox

Beryl Hinton

Martine Hitchcock
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LJE
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JNF

ClF
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ELG
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OAG
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GEH

HH
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Ted Allen

Elizabeth Alton

Linda Lee Andrews

Jean Arrowsmith

David Bailey*

Raymond Barnes

Sherry Bromley

Gordon Brown

Dwight Cargill

Mike Cassara

Terry Cecchini

Everett Chamberlain

Eric Chapman
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Lucy Davis

Allison Deen

Libby Deliso

Sarah Jane Dudley

Mike Dunn

John Dye

Margaret Dye
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LincolnsSparrow

numbers seen, only 1 was banded at VINS. There were 209 individuals

on 19 BBS routes. Modest reports of Field Sparrow included 1 seen in

Addison 6/3 (JAP) and 6 at Vershire 7/31 (KRH). Three were banded

at VINS and there were 24 individuals on 6 BBS mutes. Vespet

Sparrow had minimal reports including a high count of 4 in Addison

6/10 (JAP). Savannah Sparrow had modest reports with many coming

from the Champlain Valley. There were 30 individuals seen in

Swanton 6/26 (SWM). On 12 BBS routes 77 were counted. Minimal

teports of Gtasshopper Sparrow included 1 bird in Addison 6/10

(JAP) and 1 in Bridport 7/13 (JAP). There were 5 individuals on 1

BBS route. Considerable reports of Song Sparrow came from around

the state including 2 ad. with yg. in Woodstock 7/29 (JMN). One of

the ads. had a band. Two yg. were seen in Brownsville 7/16 (BMH)

and the high count of 20 was at Rockingham 7/30 (W]N). Twenty

were banded at VINS and there was a grand total of 552 individuals

on 19 BBS routes. A single report of Lincoln's Sparrow from Moose

Bog, Ferdinand 7/27 (RF,FO) included a nest. Swamp Sparrow was

moderately reported with a nest seen at Moose Bog. A high count of

7 was from Berlin 6/4 (TSA). VINS banded 1 bird and there were 56

individuals on 9 BBS routes. Moderate reports of White-thmated

Sparrow included a high count of20 on Camel's Hump 7/16 (SWM).

One was banded at VINS and there were 162 individuals on 18 BBS

routes. Dark-eyed lunco had modest reports with 5 in Goshen 6/29

(SSW) and 10 at Camel's Hump 7/16 (SWM). One was banded at

VINS and there were 23 on 11 BBS mutes. Bobolinkhad considerable

reports including comments that they seem to be everywhere in the

Champlain Valley (JAP;SSW;SWM). A report of a f. with yg. came

from S. Starksboro 6/11 (MRP). There were 213 individuals on 18

BBS routes. Red-winged Blackbird, to nobody's surprise, had consid­

erable reports including 16 nests noted in S. Starksboro (MRP). These

nests were all within a 500 ft. strip near a pond. Several other reports

were received from around the state. DCWMA 6/20 (MBN) provided

a high count of 500 birds. There were a whopping 1050 individuals

on 19 BBS routes. Moderate reports of Eastern Meadowlark included

7 birds in Bridport 6/21 (JAP). Late hay cuttings in the fields north

of Brandon afforded undisturbed nesting habitat. There were 43

individuals on 12 BBS routes. Minimal sightings of Rusty Blackbird

included 1 at Island Pond 6/26 (RF,FO), and 1 individual was on 1

BBS route. Moderate reports of Common Grackle included yg. at

Sheffield 7/19 (PFW,SAW), a nest in Springfield (WME) and yg. also

in Wallingford 7/28 (S]D). A high count of 600 birds came from
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Abbreviations Used in the Text

DJH David Hoag JP Jack Peterson
KRH Kathleen Hoopes JAP Judy Peterson
EJH Edna Hunt RWP Roy Pilcher
FMH Fred Hunt CRP Carol Powell
BRJ Betty Rist Jillson BWP Barbara Powers
EEJ Ernest Jillson FAP Frederick Pratt"
GK George Kane MP Michael Pressman
PLK Peggy Kanenstine CSP Craig Provost"
MSL Mark LaBarr RR Ron Rancatti
EJM Everett Marshall* CCR Chris Rimmer
PDM Penny March LPR Larry Rojacki*
NHM Nancy H. Martin CFS Craig Scharf"
NLM Nancy 1. Martin" JS Jake Stewart
SWM Scott Morrical ABS Allan Stimson
TGM Ted Murin MJS Matt Stone
MBN Marge Nelson NES Ned Swanberg*
JPN John Nevins PFW Paul Wagner
JMN Julie Nicholson SAW Shirley Wagner
WlN William Norse SSW Susanne Wetmore
MRP Mark Paul PRW Paul Wieczoreck*

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,BreedingBird SurveyRoutes, Observers
and Dates. Routes are 25 miles long with 3 minute stojJs everyhalf mile.

Colchester (DCB) 7/10
East Calais (FBE) 6/4
East Haven (CHD) 6/17
Fletcher (LPR) 6/23
Gaysville (NLM) 7/1
Grand Isle (LPR) 6/24
Greensboro (tJE) 6/3
Hardwick (CFS) 6/19
Hinesburg (CSP) 7/3
Landgrove (WGE) 7/3
Middlesex (PRW) 6/29
Newbury (FAP) 6/24
Northfield Falls (SDF) 6/20
Post Mills (WGE) 6/11
Shaftsbury (CHD) 7/5
South Reading (FMH) 6/16
South Wallingford (NES) 6/26
Stowe (EJM) 6/14
West Rutland (NLM) 6/26

The committee is anxious to involve all Vermont

birders in the process of producing as accurate a

Vermont state list as possible. This list and all docu­

mentation must be credible to future ornithologists

who will use the material for research. Suggestions for

improving the reporting/voting process will be grate­

fully received by the committee.

Memorandum Regarding
Rare Species

Documentation

Again the VRBC expresses its thanks to all observers

who have contributed valuable information to the

Vermont state list thus far.

The Rare Species Documentation (RSD) form is

both for filing the reports and is intended as a guide

for the information needed. After completing the first

page, reporters may prefer to write the description of

the bird on a separate sheet ofpaper but checking the

form for details requested.

The Vermont Bird Records Committee (VBRC)

emphasizes the importance of descriptive and de­

tailed documentation for all rarities, rare nesting

species and out-of-season species.

Writing down the salient points of identification,

talking into a tape recorder, making a quick sketch or

taking a photograph at the time of observation are

ways to help with accurate recounting later.

It is frustrating for both the observer and the commit­

tee to have a tantalizing sighting ofa rare species not

listed due to insufficient details.

Dead Creek Wildlife Management Area, Addison &

Panton
Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge
Vermont Institute of Natural Science
adult (s)

pair (s)
female (s)
Pond
food for young
Mountain
male (s)
young

fledgling (s)

DCWMA

MNWR
VINS
ad.(s)
pr.(s)
f.(s)
Pd.
fy.
Mt.
m.(s)

yg.
fl.(s)



28

Barred Owl

VERMONT BIRD ALERT

THE LATEST STATEWIDE BIRDING NEWS

Call (802) 457-2779

Daily

24 hours

*Printed on recycled paper.

The Records of Vermont Birds is published quarterly by rhe
Vermont Institute of Natural Science, Subscription is on an
annual basis dating from the original month of subscription.
One year subscription $10.

Contributors are reminded to send in rare and unusual bird
sightings at once (or to call the Vermont Bird Alert) and to
submit seasonalsummaries promptly at the end of each season.
This publication isonly ascomplete asyou make it, If you need
sighting cards, write VINS, RR 2, Box 532, Woodstock, VT
05091, or call us at (802) 457-2779.

SPRING 1 March-31 May
Editor, Scott Morrical

SUMMER 1 June-31 July
Editor, Susanne Wetmore

AUTUMN 1 August-30 November
Editor, Terry Hall

WINTER 1 December-29 February
Editor, Frederick Pratt

Judith A. Peterson
Editor

Nang 1. Martin
Illustration

Whitney D. Nichols
Field Card Committee Chairman

Sarah B. Laughlin, Whitney D. Nichols
Vermont Bird Records Committee Co-Chairs

The VERMONT INSTITUTE OF NATURAL SCIENCE isanonprofit membership organization with statewide programs in environmental

education and ornithological research. Our purpose is to promote an understanding of and appreciation for the natural world; membership

is open to all interested in this purpose, Members receive quarterly newsletter and calendar, and the annual magazine, Vt;mont Natural
History, Membership is $18 - Individual; $30 - Family; $50 - Supporting. Records ofVermont Birds annual subscription - $10.

VERMONT INSTITUTE OF NATURAL SCIENCE· RR 2· Box532· Woodstock, VT 05091·802/457-2779

Vermont Institute of Natural Science
RR2· Box 532
Woodstock, VT 05091

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

Vermont Institute
of Natural Science

Please note:

Spring 1994 to follow shortly

RECORDS OF VERMONT BIRDS

Vol. 22, No.3-Summer 1994

Published November 1995


