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MISSION
The Vermont Center for Ecostudies (VCE)  

advances wildlife conservation across 
the Americas through research, monitoring, 

and citizen engagement.



DEAR VCE FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS,

In October, I joined a VCE-led group of birding 
enthusiasts on Monhegan Island in Maine.  This 
trip was a first for VCE. Although the birding was 
fairly quiet by Monhegan standards, the assembled 
group had the chance to experience how singular this 
organization is. Throughout the long weekend we 
shared stories, watched birds, observed Monarchs 
hatching, and hiked, all while being stewarded by a 
group of biologists eager to share their knowledge, 
but also willing to listen and learn from the collective 
intelligence of the assembled participants. What a 
great attribute. I have found this to be a consistent 
characteristic of the entire staff at VCE. 
 
Over the past five years, I have been fortunate to spend 
many amiable hours with the VCE staff. Whether on 
Mount Mansfield, at a biannual retreat, skiing, biking, 
or hanging around a fire on a cool fall evening, I have 
had the chance to understand what galvanizes this 
incredible group. Bringing their individual passions 
and curiosity to bear, they conduct science and pursue 
conservation by engagement – sharing, challenging, 
advising, and inspiring citizen scientists, policy 
makers, conservation practitioners, scientific peers, 
and the general public. Foremost, VCE is engaged in 
science that is vested in our future. While we reflect 
on and celebrate the first ten years of this vibrant 
organization, it is clear that VCE is looking ahead. 
VCE’s work will make a difference to our changing 
natural world, to species and habitats directly, and to 
the way people understand and relate to nature. I look 
forward to working with the entire Board and Staff, 
charting a future for VCE that will continue to unite 
people and science for conservation. 

PETER BROOKE

While we reflect on 
and celebrate the 
first ten years of this 
vibrant organization, 
it is clear that VCE 
is looking ahead. 
VCE’s work will make 
a difference to our 
changing natural 
world, to species and 
habitats directly, and 
to the way people 
understand and relate 
to nature.

FROM THE BOARD CHAIR
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DID SOMEONE SAY TEN YEARS?
The past decade surely has flown by. Those of us who founded VCE—officially on 
1 October 2007—can scarcely believe that our 10-year anniversary approaches. 
While much has changed around us, necessitating shifts in conservation priorities 
and approaches, the heart of VCE and what we do has not. And, I daresay it won’t.

Reflecting on our first decade, I see evidence that VCE has found success while 
remaining unique in the non-profit community and true to our core values. Here 
are a few examples:

SURVIVAL We’ve survived; moreover, we’ve flourished. When we struck out on our 
own, there were no guarantees that VCE would be thriving ten years later. We’ve 
nearly doubled our staff from 6 to 10, increased our budget from $500,000 to over 
$1 million, grown our donor base from 500 to almost 1,000 individuals, and  
finished every year in the black. VCE is by all accounts a “going concern.”

COMMUNITY. We have built a vibrant, loyal community. It starts with our 
extraordinary staff, extends to our dedicated Board and Advisory Council, and 
culminates with our hundreds of citizen scientists, supporters, and conservation 
partners. This community binds together the entity that we call VCE in a powerful 
and enduring way. 

CONSERVATION SCIENCE. Since 2007, VCE staff have provided senior 
authorship on 20 peer-reviewed papers and co-authorship on 40 others. Our 
full life cycle conservation efforts literally span the hemisphere, from Canada to 
Argentina, the Caribbean to Galapagos, and Maine to Oregon.

COMMUNICATION. We’ve truly “upped our game” in conservation science 
communication. The evidence is tangible: Outdoor Radio, Suds & Science, 
Field Notes, our web site, this annual report, and, of course, social media. We’re 
continually stretching to reach more people, more effectively.

MENTORING. We take special pride in our longstanding mentorship of young 
conservation biologists, many of whom are now established professionals, some 
active VCE collaborators. Our commitment to local and international mentoring is 
a core VCE value. 

What will the next decade bring? A redoubled commitment to maximizing the 
conservation outcomes of our projects. Working at the frontiers of citizen science. 
Deliberate planning for leadership and governance that will carry us strongly into 
the future. We will likely continue to grow in size and scope, but we’ll carefully 
retain the personability and collegiality that are VCE hallmarks. 

Conservation is about people, after all. While our conservation science targets 
wildlife and their habitats, VCE’s work always comes down to people, to you. 
Thanks for helping us achieve another banner year in 2016. 

CHRIS RIMMER

What will the next 
decade bring? 
A redoubled 
commitment to 
maximize the 
conservation 
outcomes of our 
projects. 

©
 S

U
SA

N
 H

IN
D

IN
G

E
R

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

©
 K

E
N

T
 M

C
FA

R
LA

N
D



Mountain Birdwatch
by John Lloyd
Mountain Birdwatch (MBW) is 
one of VCE’s most enduring 
citizen-science projects, and one 
of our most vital; 95 volunteers 
completed survey routes in 2016. 

As for many of the species whose 
populations are tracked each 
year by MBW, the conservation 
status of Bicknell’s Thrush would 
be a mystery were it not for 
this project. This year Jason 
Hill and John Lloyd had a paper 
accepted for publication in the 
peer-reviewed journal Ecosphere, 
presenting the first-ever, fine-
scale estimate of Bicknell’s 
Thrush abundance throughout  
the northeastern U.S. 

Further, MBW data played a 
critical role in informing updates 
to the newly revised Conservation 
Action Plan for Bicknell’s Thrush 
and is providing key scientific 
guidance as the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service decides whether 
to officially designate Bicknell’s 
Thrush as a Federally Threatened 
species in 2017.

Looking ahead, 2017 promises 
to be a pivotal year for Mountain 
Birdwatch. We will celebrate the 
project’s 17th year by releasing 
a State of the Mountain Birds 
report. We will also initiate a 
process to modernize and update 
MBW data management. Our 
goals are to improve the data-
entry experience for our citizen 
scientists and to create tools that 
will allow users to explore MBW 
data online, making these hard-
earned data more accessible and 
useful to more people.

DISCOVERY



VERNAL POOLS
Mercury in the food web
by Steve Faccio

Although vernal pools are not conspicuous 
features of our landscape, these small, 
ephemeral wetlands provide critical 
breeding habitat for several amphibian 
species and many invertebrates. Vernal 
pools in the Northeast are subject to 
airborne mercury contamination due to 
their position downwind from mercury-
emitting coal-fired power plants and 
incinerators in the Midwest. In its inorganic 
form, mercury tends to bind to soil, 
preventing this neurotoxin from entering 
the food chain. Problems arise when certain 
landscape and chemical conditions enhance 
the transformation of 
mercury to its more 
toxic and bioavailable 
form, methylmercury. 
Conditions that facilitate 
this conversion are 
common to many vernal 
pools. 

With collaborators 
from Dartmouth College, 
VCE has led investigations of mercury 
in vernal pool food webs. Our results 
indicate that predatory diving beetles 
bioaccumulate methylmercury at higher 
levels than detritivores and filter feeders, 
such as caddisflies and fairy shrimp. In 
amphibian eggs, methylmercury levels 
were 10,000 times greater than that of the 
water. Methylmercury bioaccumulated 
rapidly in predaceous Spotted Salamander 
larvae (~50 to 100 times greater than in 
eggs), and moderately in omnivorous Wood 
Frog tadpoles (~10 to 20 times greater 
than in eggs), which could have significant 
implications for predators of amphibian 
larvae.

Little is known about thresholds 
at which mercury affects amphibians. 
Laboratory studies indicate that some 
species show no adverse effects at 
concentrations equal to those we detected, 
while others suffer impaired growth and 
reduced survival at levels well below those 
we documented. Regardless, until action 
is taken to eliminate mercury emissions, 
this dangerous toxin will persist in our 
environment.

SATELLITE TAGS UNLOCK 
THE MYSTERIES OF UPLAND 
SANDPIPER MIGRATION 
by Jason Hill

Our ambitious project with the Department 
of Defense Legacy Resource Management 
Program yielded new insights into the 
annual movements of Upland Sandpipers 
in 2016. 

 Working closely with the Legacy 
Program, we deployed 15 satellite tags on 
Upland Sandpipers at three military bases 
in Kansas and Massachusetts during the 
summer of 2016. Four of those sandpipers 
received solar-powered tags that send 
us their precise daily location via email. 
Yes, you read that correctly—Upland 
Sandpipers can now send email (or at least 
their tags can).

 Our satellite tags have provided the 
first-ever direct evidence of the pathways 
that these sandpipers take upon leaving 
their breeding grounds. Two tagged 
birds flew non-stop from the northeastern 
U.S. over part of the Atlantic Ocean and 
Caribbean Sea to Venezuela, while a 
Kansas-tagged female flew non-stop 
from Texas to Colombia, crossing the 
Gulf of Mexico and skipping over the 
Pacific Ocean. Since we tagged this bird 
in April 2016, she has visited ten other 
countries and traveled >10,000 km on her 
way south to Uruguay. 

 A primary goal of our research is to 
catalyze coordination of conservation 
actions and management of this vulnerable 
species throughout its entire life cycle and 
across its year-round range. Prior to our 
work, this type of outreach and information 
sharing simply was not possible. 
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“What a thrill 
it was for me to 
feel that little 
body’s life in my 
palm. I thank you 
for allowing us 
to observe your 
studies and most 
of all for the 
incredible grace 
that each VCE 
staff member 
showed towards 
us visitors. 
What a fantastic 
relationship you 
all have with the 
public. We are 
honored.” 
– MARY WAUGH

DISCOVERY
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Forest Bird Monitoring 
Volunteers monitor breeding 
birds on 31 sites across Vermont 
in one of the continent’s 
longest-running studies of forest 
bird population trends.

eBird 
In addition to the 1,880 data 
contributors, behind-the-scenes 
eBird experts called County 
Coordinators vet submitted data 
and educate users.

eButterfly
Volunteers report and 
explore sightings and photos 
of butterflies across North 
America.

iNaturalist
Volunteers share observations of 
all Vermont biodiversity in this 
digital project of the Vermont 
Atlas of Life.

VCE’S CITIZEN SCIENCE AT A GLANCE 
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“eButterfly 
is getting 
me hooked 
on watching 
butterflies!”
– CHRISTOPHER RUNK

A VOLUNTEER’S PATH  
by Sarah Carline

Uniting People and Science for Conservation: VCE’s 
motto rings true for me. I began volunteering six 
years ago, hoping to give back to the community in 
the name of conservation, science, and birds. With 
an interest in loons and kayaking, LoonWatch was a 
natural fit for me. This single-day commitment was 
fateful, however; I soon became a weekly volunteer 
in VCE’s office. Surrounded by a strong, lively 
group of people who truly care about science-based 
conservation and the citizen scientists who underpin 
their efforts, I developed a closer connection 
with VCE’s everyday work, and my involvement 
broadened.

Soon, I was hiking up mountains to survey 
high-elevation forest birds for Mountain Birdwatch, 
then returning to the office to help error-check the 
project’s data. I opened accounts with eBird and 
iNaturalist’s Vermont Atlas of Life, and my circle of 
naturalist colleagues grew ever wider. As my birding 
skills developed, I began conducting surveys for the 
Forest Bird Monitoring Program. Then, branching 
out beyond birds, I tackled pollinators, joining the 
Vermont Bumblebee Survey and rapidly gaining a 
new interest. 

 Three years ago, I learned of VCE’s search for 
a rare breed of volunteer, one willing to conduct 
nocturnal surveys for Whip-poor-wills. Now, I spend 
moonlit summer nights listening for the nightjar’s 
lively calls, interspersed with hooting owls and 
yipping coyotes. I look forward to summer like never 
before!

 Over the years, the VCE staff has wholeheartedly 
supported my efforts, engaging and encouraging me as 
I became absorbed in each volunteer task. I’ve learned 
more than I ever dreamed possible about the natural 
world, while teaming up with committed biologists 
who work to safeguard vulnerable wildlife. In turn, I 
hope to share my passion for conservation with others. 
I highly recommend a journey with VCE to learn, 
grow, and engage with the best!
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Mountain Birdwatch
Each June, volunteers complete 
bird survey routes on 123 
mountaintops across the 
Northeast. 

Loon Watch
Each July, volunteers conduct 
a one-day census of Vermont’s 
breeding loons.
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GRASSLANDS OUTREACH
In 2016, VCE expanded efforts to conserve 
grassland bird habitat on private lands. 
We provided bird-friendly management 
advice to owners of 356 acres of open 
land, offering site-specific guidelines that 
strike compromises between the needs 
of grassland birds and farmers. On lands 
used for forage production, we partnered 
with the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service to secure financial support for 
habitat improvement. We’ve initiated 
discussions with New England land 
trusts to integrate grassland bird-friendly 
practices into agricultural conservation 
easements, a collaboration that will be 
expanded in the coming year to include 
landowner education on ecological 
approaches to land stewardship. 

OUTREACH

In 2016, we 
provided 
bird-friendly 
management 
advice to 
owners of 356 
acres of open 
land, offering 
site-specific 
guidelines 
that strike 
compromises 
between 
the needs of 
grassland birds 
and farmers.

�
Ground-nesting grassland 
birds, such as the 
Bobolink, are vulnerable 
to destruction by mowing 
and other management 
activities. ©
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Outdoor Radio
VCE continues its 
successful collaboration 
with Vermont Public 
Radio (VPR) through our 
monthly audio feature, 
Outdoor Radio. With VPR’s 
production engineer, Chris 
Albertine, Kent McFarland 
and Sara Zahendra venture 
ever further afield to bring 
the sounds and science 
of Vermont’s biodiversity 
to VPR listeners. 
Broadcast twice monthly, 
the program is available 
anytime here: 
www.vtecostudies.org/
outdoor-radio/

SUDS & SCIENCE
VCE’s public science discussion series 
reached new heights in 2016. Held 
monthly (January-May & November) 
at the Norwich Inn, VCE biologists, 
colleagues, and interested community 
members gather for informal talks 
featuring cutting-edge science. An average 
of 45 guests attend and invariably linger 
after the scheduled hour to continue 
dynamic conversations. Professor 
Jeremy DeSilva’s program on the recent 
discovery of an early Hominid species 
in South Africa was a 2016 highlight. 
Most programs are recorded by a 
videographer from CATV Community 
Access Television, effectively doubling 
our audience and affording access to 
constituents far and wide. http://www.
vtecostudies.org/suds-and-science/

This show made 
me say out 
loud “No way! 
Awesome!”, 
“Cool!”, and 
laugh out loud 
to the reactions 
of Kent and Sara 
climbing into the 
beaver lodge. 
What a fun show! 
I loved it!”         

– OUTDOOR RADIO 
LISTENER

�
Jeremy DeSilva’s 
program on the 
recent discovery 
of an early 
Hominid species 
in South Africa 
was a 2016 Suds 
and Science 
highlight.
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This first-time 
award from the 
Vermont Agency of 
Natural Resources 
“recognizes 
individuals who 
have advanced 
the knowledge, 
understanding, 
and conservation 
of Endangered and 
Threatened species 
and their habitats 
in Vermont.”

LEADERSHIP 
& INNOVATION

STATE OF VERMONT HONORS VCE’S 
KENT McFARLAND

Kent McFarland may be outsized in stature and 
personality, but he has never been one to trumpet his 
successes, of which there are many. That’s his VCE 
colleagues’ job, though we practice restraint and 
selectivity in bestowing our adulations! In December, 
Kent received an extraordinary honor from the State of 
Vermont, one that makes every one of us at VCE justifiably 
proud. Our very own “Kapt. Krummholz” was awarded 
the 2016 Sally Laughlin Award for the Conservation of 
Endangered and Threatened Species. This first-time 
award from the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources 
“recognizes individuals who have advanced the knowledge, 

understanding, and conservation of Endangered and 
Threatened species and their habitats in Vermont.” It honors 
VCE Advisory Council member and Endangered Species 
Committee founder Sally Laughlin for her exceptional efforts 
over 30+ years on behalf of wildlife conservation in Vermont. 
The award brings well-deserved recognition to Kent, 
longtime chair of the Invertebrate Scientific Advisory Group, 
for tirelessly sharing his unabashed zeal and deep knowledge 
of the natural world with all Vermonters. Whether through 
his exuberant exclamations on Outdoor Radio, his leadership 
in conserving Vermont’s pollinators, his 25 years of expertise 
on montane bird ecology, or his stunning photography, Kent 
has been around the conservation science block. He is a vital 
cog in the VCE wheel, a dynamic colleague and friend, and a 
passionate naturalist. Congratulations, Kent — keep it up!
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GROUND BEETLE ATLAS OF VERMONT 
& NEW HAMPSHIRE
by Kent McFarland

The Vermont Atlas of Life (VAL) is a rapidly growing 
catalog of Vermont’s animals, plants, fungi and 
microorganisms – an online, real-time resource with 
maps, photographs, and data open for anyone to use. 
Data sharing has become an important issue in modern 
biodiversity research to address large-scale questions 
and conserve species. As the need to understand how 
the planet is changing grows ever more urgent, so does 
the problem of accessing and analyzing historic data. 
The age of recording observations with paper and pencil 
may be over, but irreplaceable data 
gathered in this way (or stored on 
obsolete floppy disks) for decades 
or even centuries offer insights into 
how species’ abundance, distribution, 
and phenology are changing. VCE is 
working with partners to recover these 
historic data and bring them to light — 
digitizing, archiving, and making them 
widely available for use in science and 
conservation.

Dr. Ross Bell studied ground beetles 
worldwide during his 55-year career as a biology professor 
at the University of Vermont. With the help of his wife, 
Joyce, and hundreds of students through the decades, Dr. 
Bell scoured Vermont and New Hampshire in an effort to 
elucidate species’ distributions. After each field trip, Dr. and 
Mrs. Bell would identify the ground beetles they collected 
and then open one of four binders filled with a page for each 
species, marking a dot where each was collected. Decades 
passed, and it was clear that the Bells and their students 
had assembled a treasure chest of insect biogeography for 
science and conservation. To be most useful, it needed 
to be digital. The Vermont Atlas of Life, with the help of 
volunteers, painstakingly mapped each hand-drawn dot 
into a geodatabase. A lifetime of work on the ground beetles 
of Vermont and New Hampshire has reached fruition and is 
now available in Carabidae of Vermont and New Hampshire; 
work is underway to share it digitally through VAL. The 
work has already led to the designation of 37 ground beetles 
as Species of Greatest Conservation Need in Vermont. 
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�
Alexander Dickey

“The work you 
do will be an 
important and 
meaningful legacy 
in Alexander’s 
memory.”   

—MARY LINDSAY

VCE Launches Alexander 
Dickey Conservation 
Internship in Memory of 
Beloved Volunteer
Thanks to the Dickey family’s 
generosity of spirit and funding, we 
were delighted to establish in 2016 
an annual conservation internship in 
memory of our dedicated volunteer 
and dear friend, Alexander Dickey. 
Reflecting VCE’s commitment to 
mentor promising conservation 
biologists, the Alexander Dickey 
Conservation Internship honors Alex’s 
kind, giving manner and his abiding 
passion for the natural world. Amber 
Wolf of Vershire, VT could not have 
been a more enthusiastic and engaged 
inaugural intern last summer. A senior 
at College of the Atlantic in Bar Harbor, 
ME, Amber immersed herself in every 
VCE field project, scaling mountaintops 
to count Bicknell’s Thrushes at dawn, 
monitoring loons on remote lakes, 
surveying bumble bees, and banding 
songbirds on Mt. Mansfield. There is 
no question this was a transformative 
experience for her, and an ideal 
launch of what we hope will become 
an endowed annual internship in 
Alexander’s honor. 
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“You’re doing 
a great job in 
ornithology, 
expanding VCE’s 
reach throughout 
the Americas and 
inspiring citizen 
scientists with 
your excellence, 
vision, energy and 
achievements.”

– MICHAEL BIRO

COLLABORATION



BUILDING A NETWORK OF 
GRASSLAND LANDSCAPES 
IN THE MIDWEST
by Rosalind Renfrew

In the heart of North America’s 
grasslands, bird populations have 
undergone long-term declines. While 
conservation programs have successfully 
maintained some breeding habitat, these 
have not occurred at scales adequate to 
overcome chronic losses. In an effort 
to stabilize grassland bird populations, 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
Migratory Bird Program tasked VCE 
with creating a comprehensive, online 
mapping platform for the Midwest. 
The resulting Conservation Atlas for 
Midwest Grassland Birds integrates 
land use, economic, and bird survey 
data to identify landscapes with the 
greatest opportunities to conserve 
grassland birds, and to elucidate gaps 
in existing conservation activities. This 
tool identifies where grassland habitat 
values overlap with economic factors and 
ecosystem services such as land value, 

VCE Plays a Key Role for 
Endangered Species in 
Vermont 
by Steve Faccio

The Vermont Endangered 
Species Law, enacted in 1981, 
has played a pivotal role in 
protecting  and recovering 
imperiled wildlife and plants in 
the state. VCE staff have been 
closely involved as members of 
State Advisory Groups (SAGs), 
of which there are six — fish, 
mammals, birds, reptiles and 
amphibians, invertebrates, 
and plants. Experts on each 
taxonomic group are assembled 
to provide current scientific 
information to the Vermont 
Endangered Species Committee 
and Secretary of the Agency 
of Natural Resources (ANR) 
concerning the conservation 
of Vermont’s species. Four 
VCE biologists are longtime 
SAG members — Chris Rimmer 
and Rosalind Renfrew (30 
and 15 years, respectively, on 
birds), Steve Faccio (20 years 
on reptiles and amphibians), 
and Kent McFarland (15 years 
on invertebrates). The SAGs 
are charged with reviewing 
species’ status, crafting 
and reviewing petitions for 
listing and delisting species, 
developing critical habitat 
designation and recovery 
plans, reviewing permits for 
takings, and generally advising 
ANR. SAG experts ensure that 
sound science underlies any 
decisions concerning Vermont’s 
Threatened and Endangered 
Species. Currently, there are 52 
animals and 163 plants listed 
statewide. The law has been 
an unqualified conservation 
success. In 2005, three bird 
species — Common Loon, 
Osprey, and Peregrine Falcon 
— were deemed sufficiently 
recovered to be delisted. These 
vulnerable species still require 
on-the-ground management, 
but their populations continue 
to increase in Vermont. 

©
 R

O
SA

LI
N

D
 R

E
N

FR
E

W

erosion control, and carbon sequestration 
potential. It enables decision-makers to 
assess tradeoffs of program, policy, or 
land protection options, and provides 
conservationists the means to allocate 
resources more efficiently, with a unified 
vision. 

Once the Atlas was in hand, VCE 
engaged planners and scientists to develop 
bird conservation objectives that uphold 
the ecological and societal values of native, 
restored, and surrogate grasslands. VCE 
co-organized a multi-disciplinary seminar 
at the University of Minnesota, tapping 
experts from myriad backgrounds such 
as social science, agribusiness, public 
policy, and ecosystem services valuation. 
This seminar charged participants with 
creating strategic options to scale up 
local conservation successes and develop 
innovative, large-scale solutions. 

By convening collaborators from across 
sectors and arming them with useful 
maps at a variety of scales, VCE helped to 
advance collective conservation efforts to 
achieve lasting impact for grassland birds.

�
A visual model 
showing areas of low 
(red), intermediate 
(yellow), and high 
(blue) conservation 
opportunity for 
Bobolink across its 
breeding range, 
based on biological, 
climatic, and 
socioeconomic 
factors.©
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Volunteer Birders: the 
Backbone of Forest 
Bird Monitoring  
by Steve Faccio

Since 1989, volunteer birders 
have crawled out of bed in the 
pre-dawn hours to put their 
bird identification skills to work 
for the Vermont Forest Bird 
Monitoring Program. This core 
VCE project started with 11 study 
sites, but grew steadily and by 
2012 consisted of 31 sites, all 
located in unmanaged, mature 
interior forests. Each June, 

dedicated birders fan out across 
Vermont and systematically 
survey their routes at dawn, 
contributing to a database that 
has amassed more than 62,000 
observations of 135 species from 
some 800 individual surveys.

VCE recently summarized 
the insights generated by 
these skilled volunteers in our 
landmark report, The Status of 
Vermont Forest Birds: A Quarter 
Century of Monitoring. Over 
the last 25 years, we found that 
the number of birds detected 
dropped by 14%, from an 
average of 14.8 birds per point 

over the first five years to 12.7 
over the last five years. The 
report also details population 
trends for 34 species, of which 
13 declined significantly while 
only eight increased. Further, it 
discusses land conservation and 
forest management strategies 
that will help sustain a diversity 
of forest birds.

The contributions of our 59 
hardy volunteers represent 
a huge undertaking of time 
and effort, not to mention 
a cost-efficient method of 
collecting scientific field data. 
Conducting 800 bird surveys 

at study sites all over Vermont 
equates to approximately 4,500 
hours of time. Employing field 
technicians to survey all those 
sites would have cost VCE nearly 
$75,000, not including travel 
reimbursement! We extend 
our heartfelt thanks to these 
devoted citizen scientists—
without their extraordinary 
skills, perseverance, and 
commitment this project would 
not be possible.  

Read the full report:
vtecostudies.org/projects/
forests/vermont-forest-bird-
monitoring-program/”
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A NEW PLATFORM FOR 
CONSERVATION IN HAITI 
by Juan Carlos Martínez-Sánchez

Achieving conservation in a developing 
country presents extraordinary challenges; 
doing so in Haiti adds another level of 
complexity. Socioeconomic instability, rotating 
government officials, and lack of reliable 
funding make it difficult to accomplish tangible 
results. That’s why it took Françoise Benjamin 
and other students from Université Quisqueya 
three years to form and legalize Action pour 
la Conservation Biologique (ACOBI), their 
new NGO devoted to conserving the remnants 
of Haiti’s natural heritage. Thanks to steady 
mentorship by Juan Carlos Martínez-Sánchez, 
VCE’s former Caribbean Conservation 
Coordinator, Françoise and other students 
have received extensive training in biological 
inventories, experimental design, and more 
importantly, strategic thinking to advance 
Haiti’s conservation priorities. In 2016, 
Françoise and Juan Carlos joined forces to 
spearhead a crowdsource funding initiative 
to investigate the impact of communication 
antennas on endangered Black-capped 
Petrels. Not only did they raise more than 
$5000 in a record three-week period, they 
received a considerable number of donations 
from Haitians, no small accomplishment 
in a country with a chronic shortage of 
resources. We are sure that Françoise will 
build on this success and use her enthusiasm 
to inspire other young Haitian professionals. 
Raising awareness of the importance of 
Haiti’s biodiversity is a first step on the path 
to conservation of Haiti’s treasured natural 
communities. Good luck Françoise! 
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NEXT STEPS FOR LOONS
by Eric Hanson

 After four decades of monitoring and manage-
ment, Vermont’s loons just don’t know when to 
quit. Most quality habitat is now occupied and 
competition between territorial loons is on the 
rise. But the population has not begun to level 
off, as we might expect; we identified six new 
nesting pairs in 2016, five in areas we would 
label “high risk” due to human activity. 

We – VCE, our volunteers, partners, and the 
state of Vermont – manage loons intensively, 
using a variety of tools: nesting rafts on lakes 
without safe natural sites, nest warning signs to 
discourage human interference, and outreach 
to lakeshore landowners and recreationists. 
As human use and development pressure have 
increased on Vermont lakes, these management 
activities have allowed loons and people to 
coexist on highly developed and very busy lakes. 

While state funding has changed little since 
1999, we are managing a loon population that 
has almost tripled since that time. Facing 
limited resources, we have adjusted the 
program’s priorities, focusing on high-risk sites 
on busy lakes and reducing our outreach and 
monitoring on others. 

Yet we are aware that reducing management 
efforts too drastically could compromise 
Vermont’s unique, long-term data set on the 
species, not to mention the gains that loons 
have made. Time spent engaging volunteers 
leverages VCE’s resources and builds a 
community of loon advocates and donors. 
Involving volunteer loon enthusiasts promotes 
local participation in this singular conservation 
program, unmatched in its success in rescuing 
a species from the brink of extirpation. 

From a strictly scientific perspective, 
Vermont’s loon population could likely handle 
more breeding failures and still remain healthy. 
In the coming years, we will examine our nearly 
40-year dataset to inform decisions about what 
management Vermont’s loons require, and 
what level of monitoring is essential. 

Our volunteers are critical conservation 
partners. Together, we will ensure that the 
wails and yodels of loons echo across Vermont’s 
lakes for generations to come.

�
VCE partner and 
mentee in Haiti, 
Françoise Benjamin, 
launched her own 
conservation non-
profit in 2016.
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FINANCIALS DONORS
LEADERS
$10,000+
Anonymous (4) 
Bailey Charitable Foundation 
Binnacle Family Foundation 
The Bobolink Foundation 
Richard Bowe and Karen Nemeth
Peter A. Brooke Fund at the Boston 

Foundation
Peter W. and Ruth H. Brooke Fund at 

the Boston Foundation*
Mrs. Charles B. Curtis 
Erika and Brian Dade 
Closey F. Dickey 
Stephen Whitney Dickey, Jr. 
Bruce and Clo Giffen 
Annette Gosnell* 
Gale Hurd 
Jared and Songmei Keyes* 
Warren and Barry King 
Charlie and Clare Rimmer* 
TechFoundation

GUARDIANS
$5,000 to $9,999
Anonymous (2)
The Jack and Dorothy Byrne 

Foundation
George Clark*
Will and Laurie Danforth
Charles Dickey and Sheila 

Wyckoff-Dickey
John and Julie Dickey
Eugene B. & Nina L. Doggett Charit-

able Fund at the Boston Foundation
William Carter Doswell
Landon Hall & Geoffrey Douglas
The Robert K. and Annabel Joyce 

Jones Foundation, Inc.
Juniper Foundation
Emily Landecker Foundation, Inc.
Mary D. Lindsay
Judy Peterson
Charles W. Phillips, Jr. and Terry 

Faulkner Phillips
The Ruml Leithner Family Fund
The Tow Foundation
TransCanada Corporation
Wendling Fund
The Wildwood Foundation

PROTECTORS
$1,000 to $4,999
Anonymous (1) 
Margaret Biggar 
Boatwright Foundation 
William and Judith Breed 
Carolyn Foundation 
William Chester 
Children’s Fund of the New Hamp-

shire Charitable Foundation - 
Upper Valley Region 

Climate Ride 
Conroy Family Foundation 
W. Carl Cooley and Seddon Savage
Cooper Meadow Fund of the 

Berkshire Taconic Community 
Foundation 

Gerrit Crosby 
Catherine Dickey and Peter Smith
Helen Dickey 
Robert and Deborah Dickey 

PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT    2016              2015 

BALANCE  SHEET  2016  2015

The figures that appear in the financial summary shown above have been audited and 
received an unqualified opinion.
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* Bicknell’s Legacy Society

John and Lucy Douglas 
Dick Dreissigacker and Judy Geer
John and Margot Ernst 
Don and Mary Faulkner 
Abbott T. Fenn Trust*
Stephen and Mary Gorman 
Drs. Karen and Peter Hanson 
Mark and Ellen Helijas 
Heritage Engineering, PC 
Patricia Highberg 
Robert and Lisa Holley 
The Florence O. Hopkins Charitable 

Fund, Inc. 
Daniel Hudnut and Lynn Sheldon
The Inglesea Charitable Trust 
Carolyn B. Jackson 
Sarah Jones 
Barbara M. Jordan 
Gregory Kaufman and Ellen 

Seidman 
Robin and David Key 
Claudia and Peter Kinder Charitable 

Fund of the Vermont Community 
Foundation

Sydney Lea and Robin Barone 
Peter Lindsay and Katie Murphy 
Lock and Lube, LLC 
John and Carolyn Marsh 
Winifred McDowell and John 

Follett 
Harriet S. Mitiguy Living Trust 
Mr. and Mrs. John Mullin 
The Oakland Foundation 
Nancy Osgood 
Walter and Barbara Paine 
Darlene and Ernest Palola 
Don and Linda Post 
The Grace Jones Richardson Trust
Chris and Leslie Rimmer* 
Frederick and Linda Roesch 
Fred and Margaret Sibley 
Nicholas Skinner 
Ruth Stewart 
Stone House Farm Fund of the New 

Hampshire Charitable Foundation
Telaka Foundation
Georgena Terry 
Tom and Charity Tremblay 
Steve Trombulak 
Kathy and George Van Der Aue 
John and Gail Wasson 
Mr. and Mrs. David Winstanley 
William C. and Joanna M. Wright 

Fund 
Connie and Mark Youngstrom 

CONSERVERS 
$500 to $999
Anonymous (1) 
Stephen Alden and Carol 

Vredenburgh 
August 23 Fund of the Vermont 

Community Foundation
Ms. Ellen Ball 
Rick and Carla Berry 
Birds & Beans, LLC 
Birds of Vermont Museum 
The Browning Family Foundation
Barbara Butler and Jeff Bendis 
Clear Skies Fund of the Bank of 

America Charitable Gift Fund 
Nancy Cochran and Elliott Fisher

REVENUE 
CONTRACTS/GRANTS $545,569 $638,509
PROGRAM REVENUE $30,085 $7,644
DONATIONS $834,481 $660,131
INTEREST $757 $790
OTHER $10,280 $8,015
TOTAL REVENUE $1,421,172 $1,315,089

EXPENSE 
PERSONNEL $841,601 $861,072
BUSINESS FEES $3,283 $9,647
CONTRACT SERVICES $64,551 $114,609
GENERAL OFFICE  $28,329 $30,415
MAILING $7,097 $6,236
TRAVEL  $67,846 $87,995
MEETING  $7,082 $6,796
PROJECT EQUIPMENT $58,505 $62,701
DEPRECIATION $10,730 $9,896
FACILITIES  $35,631 $34,993
INSURANCE  $11,317 $11,703
BANK FEES $2,195 $2,474
SUB GRANTS $16,805 $50,655
OTHER $0 $4,015
TOTAL EXPENSE $1,154,972 $1,293,207
NET INCOME $266,200* $21,882

*  Includes $110,280 raised to help fund the Alexander Dickey Conservation Internship 
into the future.

ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS $889,297 $664,086
EQUIPMENT $19,484 $16,472
TOTAL ASSETS $908,781 $680,558

LIABILITIES
CURRENT LIABILITIES $82,736 $119,052
CAPITAL LEASE $1,583 $3,242
TOTAL LIABILITIES $84,319 $122,294

NET ASSETS 
UNRESTRICTED $510,968 $419,966
TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED $313,495 $138,298

TOTAL NET ASSETS $824,463 $558,264
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $908,782 $680,558
 



Thomas Berriman  
Ray Bicknell and Donna 
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Jon Binhammer and Linda Garrett
Joan Binns  
Michael Biro  
John and Cindy Blackburn 
Peter and Ruth Bleyler 
Marilyn Blight  
Jim and Jann Block  
Mr. Walter Blumenscheid 
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Gilbert Bolsterle  
Margaret F. Borden  
Karen Bowles  
Kingsley Boyd and Tina Brazeau
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Margaret Briggs  
John Brooke  
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Geoffrey and Lucy Brown 
Susan and Larry Bruce 
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Shepard Butler Landscape 
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Simon Carr and Lynn Adams 
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Margaret Cheney and Peter Welch
Mrs. Stuart G. Christian 
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Connecticut Young Birders Club 
Manton and Nancy Copeland 
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Dr. Davida Crabtree  
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Valerie Crowley  
Andy and Judy Dales  
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Matt Darrow  
Charles and Ann Davis 
Judy Davis  
Marilyse de Boissezon 
Randy Dettmers  
Donna Dickerson  
Helen Dickey and David G. Fitz 

Charitable Fund, a Donor Advised 
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Trust 

Julia Dodge  
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Samuel Douglas  
Stuart Douglas  
Susan Roney Drennan 

Anne and Derek Drummond 
Duke Energy Foundation 
Echo Lake Protective Association 
Norman and Jo-Ann Ecker 
Christopher Eggers  
Jeanne Elias  
Gordon and Joni Elicker 
Marvin and Susan Elliott 
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Peter and Nancy Engels 
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Mollie and Henry Fair 
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Inc.  
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Lionel and Ardys Fisher 
Gerry Fitzgerald  
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Jim and Susan Ford  
C.J. Frankiewicz  
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Sue Fritz and Jim LaBelle 
Carolyn and Milton Frye 
Carlos and Linda Galvan 
Jenny Garber and Don Brown 
Mrs. Danforth Geer  
Geoffrey H. Nichols, Partners 
John and Aliena Gerhard 
Barbara D. Gerstner* 
Barbara Gibbs  
Cyrus and Joanne Gibson 
Jonathan Gibson and Eliza Mabry
Craig and Janice Giffen 
Lou and Cathy Gilbert 
Kate Gillis 
Paula A. Gills*  
Linda Gionti  
Golden Contracting LLC 
Barry and Lorrie Goldensohn 
David Goudy and Susan Gallagher
Alan and Kris Graham 
Donald Graham and Carol Barr 

Wayne and Deborah Granquist 
Phil Gray  
Janet C. Green  
Green Mountain Audubon Society
Susan and Dean Greenberg 
Bob and Suzanne Griffiths 
Donald Groll  
Dean Grover  
Norma Jean Guthrie  
Dick and Marcia Haas 
Sandy and Edward Hack* 
Steve and Sunita Halasz 
Jan and Dave Hapke  
Janet and Doug Hardy 
Brian Harrington and Martha 

Sheldon 
Mari L. Harter  
Haynes & Garthwaite Architects 
Patti Haynes  
Rebecca Heidkamp  
Vic Henningsen  
Richard and Michelle Hicks 
Jinx Hill  
Libby Hillhouse  
Robert E. Hindle  
David Hoag  
Martha Hoar  
Allen and Kit Hood  
Mollie and Tom Hoopes 
Mrs. David L. Hopkins, Jr. 
Susan Houston  
Ralph and Catherine Hybels 
IBM International Foundation 
Dr. Eduardo Iñigo-Elias 
Peter Isakson and Helen Hamman
Jim and Sharon Jackson 
Ted and Kathy Jastrzembski 
JMM Fund of the Vermont Community 

Foundation 
Bob and Shirley Johnson 
Pat Johnson  
Peter A. Johnson and Claire Lyon
Win and Rita Johnson 
Kyle Jones  
Susan Jones  
Janice Jorgensen  
Kathryn Jorgensen  

* Bicknell’s Legacy Society

Mrs. Laura C. Cutler 
Ann B. Day* 
Whit and Closey Dickey Fund of the 

NH Charitable Foundation* 
Courtney Dobyns 
Phil and Deb Edmundson 
Alexander and Robin Ellis III 
Anne Felton Spencer 
Al and Susan Gillotti 
Donna Goldberg 
Ann Gormley and Richard Wallace
Hesler Family Fund 
Tom Hulleberg and Kristin Graham
Judy and Jonathan Keyes 
Claudia and Peter Kinder 
Sally Laughlin* 
Carola Lea 
Gary and Nancy Meffe 
Mr. and Mrs. William Moir 
North Branch Nature Center 
Norene and George W. Peck IV 
Donald and Abbie Penfield 
The Pitchoff Fund 
Curtis and Mallory Ravenel 
Ann and Tip Ray 
Cathie and Ned  Redpath 
Craig Repasz 
Elisabeth Russell 
R. Nichols Scheu 
Albert and Barrie Schultheis 
Li Shen and Stuart Blood 
Carla Skinder* 
Stettenheim Foundation 
Tamarack Fund of the Vermont 

Community Foundation 
Vermont Audubon 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Roy Van Vleck 
Howie and Sue Wemyss 
Working Landscapes 

SUPPORTERS
$100 to $499
Anonymous (14) 
Clay and Liz Adams  
Joan Aleshire  
Melvyn Allen  
Robert and Karen Allen 
Ted Allen  
Lee and Carmen Anderson 
Stephen Antell  
Terri Armata  
Ascutney Mountain Audubon Society
Anne Aversa  
Russell and Luann Axdorff 
Bill Badger  
Barbara Badgley  
Doc and Heather Bagley 
Charles and Diana Bain 
Charles and Lola Baldwin 
The Bank of America Foundation
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Thomas C. Barber  
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James Barrett  
Elizabeth Bassett and John Pane 
Katherine and Robert Bateson 
Bonnie Bauer  
Edward and Sheila Becker 
Paul J. Beisswenger, MD and 

Carolynne T.  Krusi 
Eve Benen  

“I’m honored to support your 
amazing work! Thanks for 
everything you do to conserve our 
beloved natural world.”              —DONOR
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“Keep up the 
good work! The 
planet thanks 
you!”    —GAIL BIGGAR

* Bicknell’s Legacy Society
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Mrs. Sheila LaPoint  
Sheri Larsen  
Bryce and Barbara Lee 
Jim and Pat Lee  
Philip Lewellen  
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Libby 
Carol Licht  
Westy Lovejoy  
Deborah and Peter Luquer 
Stephanie Lynch  
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Macke 
Deb MacKey  
W. Scott MacLachlan DVM 
Wallace Malley and Garet 

Allen-Malley  
Ellen H. Maloney  
Donna Martin  
Suzanne Masland  
Peter Mason and Laurie Harding 
David and Roxanne Matthews 
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Matthews 
Megan Mayhew-Bergman 
Robert and Nancy McCafferty 
Penny McConnel and Jim Gold 
Jo-Anne McCoy  

Robert and Gloria McEwen 
Jerry and Gretchen McFarland 
Mary Ann McGarry  
Mark and Mary McGrath Family 

Fund
Sami McRae  
David Mehlman  
Donald H. Miller, Ph.D. 
Norman and Judith Miller 
Susan and Bill Minard 
Joanna Mintzer and Donald Ferrel
Cathy Molloy  
Kevin and Polly Murdough 
L.A. Murphy  
Larry Myott  
Mimi Neff  
Donna and Bruce Nelson 
Blair Nikula  
Craig Nolan  
Richard and Joanne Norton 
Tim O’Donoghue  
Pierce and Ashley O’Neil 
Kate Olgiati and Dory Rice 
Kim Ornvold and Gloria Zahka 
Matt Osborn  
Barbara Otsuka  
Ann B. Owen  
Chris Owen and Patricia Hazouri 
Rick and Susan Paradis 
Jacob Park  
Dr. Thomas Parker  

“The trip to 
Mansfield was a 
highlight of my 

year.” 
—JENN MEGYESI

VCE’s legacy giving program includes those who have 
designated a planned gift to VCE. Such gifts include 
bequests, beneficiary designations for life insurance policies 
or retirement funds, planned gifts of real estate, and life-
income gifts such as annuities. While the types and scales 
of their planned gifts vary greatly, these donors share 
an abiding commitment to ensuring that VCE’s wildlife 
conservation work will continue long into the future. 

Anonymous (2)
Peter W. and Ruth H. Brooke
George Clark
Ann B. Day
Whit and Closey Dickey Fund of 

the New Hampshire Charitable 
Foundation

Abbott Fenn*
Barbara Gerstner
Paula Gills
Annette Gosnell
Linda Huebner
Lynda Graham-Barber and David 

Hunter
Ed Hack
Jared and Songmei Keyes

Karen Kluge
Sally Laughlin
Gordon MacFarland
Jenn Megyesi
Charlotte Metcalf
Julie Nicholson*
Patricia Nye*
Roy Pilcher
Lorna Chang Post
Joan Randall
Chris and Leslie Rimmer
Charles, Jr.* and Clare Rimmer
Elizabeth Ruml
Carla Skinder
Jen Stamp and Thomas Anderson
Peter and Mary Stangel 

* deceased
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Jeff Stern  
Lee and Mary Stewart 
Maria Steyaart  
Val Stori  
Horace and Shirley Strong 
Marilyn Sturman  
Tom and Karen Sweeney 
Karen Swyler  
Kimberly  Taber  
Rebecca Talcott  
Erin Talmage  
Mrs. Margaret Talman 
David and Susan Taylor 
Katharine Thompson  
Louise Thompson  
Paula Thompson  
Three Tomatoes Trattoria 
Doug Tifft and Bonnie MacAdam
Tig and Elise Tillinghast 
Valorie Titus  
James Tobin  
Andrew Toepfer  
Tim Traver and Delia Clark 
Bill Tucker  
Ellen Valley  
Deb and Jay Van Arman 
Susie Vancura  
Esther and Gustavo Velasquez 
Lisa von Kann  
Alison Wagner  
Susan Walter  
Kathy and Scott Weaver 
Mary Lou Webster  
Milton and Rhonda Weinstein 
Peter Weston  
Sue Wetmore  
Richard and Suzie Wheeler 
Richard and Suzanne Whiting 
George and Patricia Wilcox 
Judy Wilkinson  
The Williams Family  
Kate Williams  
Reeve Williams and Sandra 

Anderson  
Catherine Willson  
Marilyn Winans  
Mike and Kira Winslow 
Jeanne G. Wisner  
Elizabeth Mei Wong  
Andrew Wood  
Willis and Cristina Wood 
Barbara Woodard  
Tom and Barbara Woodward 
Peter and Penny Wright 
Paula Yankauskas and Dale Martin
Carol Yarnell  
Shirley Zundell  

GIFTS IN HONOR
Anonymous 
 In Honor of Eric Hanson 
Garet Allen-Malley and 

Wallace Malley
 In Honor of Dortia and Phil Davis
Tom Barber
 In Honor of Roz and her 

Bobolink work
Liz Blum and Nelson Kasfir
 In Honor of Water Protectors at 

Standing Rock & Flint
Margot Borden 
 In Honor of Sally Borden

DONORS
Robert and Janice Chapman 
 In Honor of Erik Chapman 

and his work with VCE’s Loon 
Project!

Nancy Cochran and Elliott Fisher 
 In Honor of Will Cochran
Bruce and Cheryl Cox 
 In Honor of Judith Cox on 

Mother’s Day
Bruce and Cheryl Cox 
 In Honor of Hugh and Judy Cox on 

their 65th Wedding Anniversary
Edith Forbes 
 In Honor of Kris and Veronica’s 

Wedding
The Florence O. Hopkins Charitable 

Fund 
 In Honor of Elizabeth Ruml
Kate Gillis 
 In Honor of Don and Libby Welch
Paula Gills
 In Honor of Ted Richards
Linda Gionti
 In Honor of Silas Branson and 

Chelsea Frisbee
Carol Licht 
 In Honor of Peter and Linda Romans
Joanna Mintzer 
 In Honor of Claire Merritt
Judirae Obrecht 
 In Honor of Jason Hill on the 

occasion of being my godson
Donald Peterson and Amy Rader
 In Honor of Judy Peterson
Owen Rachampbell 
 In Honor of Kyla Paul
Rebecca Richman 
 In Honor of Chris Rimmer
Peter and Linda Romans
 In Honor of Carol Licht
Jim and Tricia Wasserman
 In Honor of Eric Hanson
Fraley Wright
 In Honor of David B. Wright

GIFTS IN REMEMBRANCE
Anne Aversa
 In Remembrance of Julie Nicholson
Dede Slayton Avery 
 In Remembrance of Jean Hall
Margot Borden
 In Remembrance of Abbott T. Fenn
Sally Borden
 In Remembrance of Walter E. 

Borden III
Richard and Robin Brooks
 In Remembrance of Anne Brooke
Dennis Casey and Barb Zander 
 In Remembrance of Hal and Ranger
Pete Corradino 
 In Remembrance of Janey
Donna Dickerson 
 In Remembrance of Michael W. 

Hill, MD
Richard and Bonnie Dundas
 In Remembrance of Gene and Ruth 

Kosche
D. Page and Andrea Fairchild 
 In Remembrance of Dr. Jan Lundgren
Bruce Flewelling 
 In Remembrance of Kenneth and 

Ramona Flewelling

Lou and Cathy Gilbert 
 In Remembrance of Jack Howes 

and his love of Brownington Pond 
and its loons!

Betty Gilbert 
 In Remembrance of Julie Nicholson
Susan Houston 
 In Remembrance of Janet Spring
Kathy Kirkland 
 In Remembrance of Dave Evancich
Kim Kurak
 In Remembrance of Jason Saltman
Katherine Linton 
 In Remembrance of Marjorie C. 

Linton
Lock and Lube, LLC
 In Remembrance of Joanne Coburn
Mark Milazzo 
 In Remembrance of Alice Milazzo
Kevin and Polly Murdough
 In Remembrance of Patricia Jarvis
Elinor Osborn 
 In Remembrance of Janet Spring
Virginia Renfrew 
 In Remembrance of Esther Renfrew
Kathryn S. Roosa 
 In Remembrance of Byron Connor 

Roosa
Renfro-Pihut Family 
 In Remembrance of Pat and Bill 

Renfro
Taj Schottland 
 In Remembrance of Patti Reilly
Lynn Spensley and Erika de Papp
 In Remembrance of Richard 

Spensley
Russell Spring 
 In Remembrance of Janet Spring
Susan Tiholiz 
 In Remembrance of Linny Levin
Jay and Deborah Van Arman 
 In Remembrance of Betsy Sylvester
Vermont Entomological Society 
 In Remembrance of Peter Wimmer
Gail Weissman 
 In Remembrance of Bob Jones
Kate Williams 
 In Remembrance of Sue Potter
Catherine Willson 
 In Remembrance of Janet Spring
Marilyn Winans 
 In Remembrance of Shirley Wagner

PARTNERS
CORPORATIONS
Arrowwood Environmental
Barre Public Works Department
Coaticook River Water Power 

Company
Essex Timber Company
Great Bay Hydro
Hardwick Electric Department
High Branch Conservation
 Services
Morrisville Water and Light
New Page Corporation
Stowe Mountain Resort
TransCanada 
UPM-Kymmene Corporation
Vermont Public Radio
Wagner Forest Management
Weyerhaeuser

Roger F. Pasquier  
Audrey Penniman  
Karl Pfeiffer  
Dr. Carlos F. A. Pinkham 
Dave and Sue Potter  
Craig and Donna Powers 
Ron and Joanne Prouty 
Mitzi Queen  
Owen Rachampbell  
Carol and George Ramsayer 
Margaret Ramsdell  
Joan Randall*  
David and Nancy Ratner 
Cordelia Reimers  
Susan and Martin Reiter 
Terry Rich  
Diana B. Richardson  
Pip Richens  
Rebecca Richman   
Eileen Riley  
Sue Roberts and Steve Victor 
Fredelle and John Robinson 
Larry and Mona Rogers 
Barbara B. Roggeveen 
Peter and Linda Romans 
Dr. Jonathan Ross and Barbara 

Sumanis  
Alan A. Rozycki, MD  
Maria and Nathaniel Rundle 
Beth Rundquist  
Michael Sacca and Elizabeth

Billings 
Paul Sacca  
Robert Salter  
Maria Satterfield  
David Scarborough  
Taj Schottland  
Tatiana Schreiber  
Jody Schubert  
Lisa  Schukei  
Rebecca Scott  
Janet and Bruce Seaburg 
Andrew and Jennifer Shaw 
Mavis and Ad Shaw  
Bill Shepard  
Shrewsbury Outing Club 
Peter and Jacqueline Sinclair 
Ann Slayton  
Emily Sloan  
Bill Slocum  
Dwaine Smith and Susan Pelkey 

Smith  
Joan Smith  
Dr. and Mrs. Kaighn Smith 
Patti Smith  
Robert and Nancy Smith 
Wilhelmina Smith  
Derick Snare  
Diane G. Snyder  
Harold and Jean Somerset 
Eric Sorenson and Cathy 

Kashanski
Arnold and Priscilla Spahn 
Jeb and Susan Spaulding 
Paty Spencer  
Lynn Spensley and Erika de Papp
Alice Spilman  
Carlene Squires  
Jen Stamp and Tom Anderson* 
Gary and Kathleen Starr 
Jim and Nancy Stead  
Karl Stein and Judy Carpenter 

* Bicknell’s Legacy Society



CONSORTIA & PARTNERSHIPS
Atlantic Coast Joint Venture
Centro Oriental de Ecosistemas y 

Biodiversidad
Eastern Tallgrass Prairie and Big 

Rivers Landscape Conservation 
Cooperative

International Bicknell’s Thrush 
Conservation Group

Midwest Coordinated Bird 
Monitoring Partnership

North Atlantic Landscape 
Conservation Cooperative

Northeastern States Research 
Cooperative

Prairie Potholes Joint Venture
Vermont Entomological Society
Vermont Reptile & Amphibian Atlas
FEDERAL - CANADA
Environment Canada/Canadian 

Wildlife Service
Insectarium Montréal 
FEDERAL - DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Museo Nacional de Historia Natural 

de Santo Domingo
Secretaria de Estado de Medio 

Ambiente y Recursos Naturales
FEDERAL - UNITED STATES
National Park Service
Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center
US Fish & Wildlife Service
USDA Forest Service
— Forest Service Office of 

International Programs
—Green Mountain National Forest
— International Institute of Tropical  

Forestry
—Northern Research Station
—White Mountain National Forest
US Geological Survey
— Northern Prairie Wildlife Research 

Center 
 — Patuxent Wildlife Research Center
— Upper Midwest Environmental 

Sciences Center
NONPROFIT
Adirondack Mountain Club
American Bird Conservancy
Appalachian Mountain Club
Ascutney Mountain Audubon Society
Atlas of Living Australia
Audubon New York
Audubon Vermont
Biodiversity Research Institute
Bird Studies Canada
BirdLife International
Birds of Vermont Museum
BirdsCaribbean
Consorcio Ambiental Dominicano
Cornell Lab of Ornithology
Echo Lake Aquarium and Science Center
Fondation Seguin
Four Winds Nature Institute
Fundacion Loma Quita Espuela
Green Mountain Audubon Society
Green Mountain Power
Grupo Jaragua
Hubbard Brook Research Foundation
Manomet, Inc.
Merck Forest & Farmland Center
National Aviary
Nature Canada

Nature Quebec
NatureServe
New Hampshire Audubon
North Branch Nature Center
Northeast Kingdom Audubon Society
Northern Woodlands
One World Conservation Center
Otter Creek Audubon Society
Regroupement Quebec Oiseaux
Rutland County Audubon Society
Sociedad Ornitologica de la Hispaniola
Sociedad Ornitologica
 Puertorriquena Inc.
Societe Audubon Haiti
Southeastern Vermont Audubon Society
Southern Vermont Natural History 

Museum
Space for Life in Montreal
Taconic Tri-State Audubon Society
The Nature Conservancy
Vermont Institute of Natural Science
Vital Communities
STATE - ILLINOIS
Illinois Department of Natural Resources
STATE - MAINE
Baxter State Park
Maine Dept of Inland Fisheries & 

Wildlife
STATE - MARYLAND
Maryland Division of Natural Resources
STATE - NEW HAMPSHIRE
New Hampshire Fish & Game
STATE - NEW JERSEY
NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife
STATE - NEW YORK
NYS Dept of Environmental Conservation
STATE - PUERTO RICO
Puerto Rico Department of Natural and 

Environmental Resources
STATE - VERMONT
Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department
Vermont Forests, Parks & Recreation 

Department
Vermont Monitoring Cooperative
STATE - WISCONSIN
Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources
UNIVERSITIES
Asociación Armonía
Asociación Calidris
Aves Argentinas
Charles Darwin Foundation
Dartmouth College
Fundación William H. Phelps
Kansas State University
Oregon State University
Paul Smiths College
Plymouth State University
State University of New York,  ESF
Tufts University Wildlife Veterinary 

Clinic
University of Arizona
University of Delaware
University of Maine - Orono
University of Massachusetts
University of Minnesota
University of Missouri - St. Louis
University of New Brunswick
University of New England
University of Ottawa
University of Vermont
University of Wisconsin—Madison 

DONORS TO ALEXANDER DICKEY CONSERVATION INTERNSHIP

Stephen Alden and Carol 
Vredenburgh

Melvyn Allen
Russell and Luann Axdorff
Charles and Lola Baldwin
Ms. Ellen Ball
Ms. Auguste Bannard
Bonnie Bauer
Rick and Carla Berry
William and Judith Breed
Geoffrey and Lucy Brown
Arnold and Linda Burdick
Mrs. Stuart G. Christian
Climate Ride
W. Carl Cooley and Seddon 

Savage
Manton and Nancy Copeland
Mrs. Laura C. Cutler
Catherine Dickey and Peter Smith
Charles Dickey and Sheila 

Wyckoff-Dickey
Closey F. Dickey
Emma Dickey
Helen Dickey
Helen Dickey and David G. Fitz 

Charitable Fund, a Donor 
Advised Fund of the 
U.S. Charitable Gift Trust

Ian Dickey
John and Julie Dickey
Madeleine Dickey
Robert and Deborah Dickey
Sam Dickey
Stephen Whitney Dickey, Jr.
William Carter Doswell
John and Lucy Douglas
Lea Douglas
Samuel Douglas
Stuart Douglas
Christopher Eggers
Don and Mary Faulkner
Sarah Favrao and Wayne Speight
Carlos and Linda Galvan
Mrs. Danforth Geer
Bruce and Clo Giffen
Craig and Janice Giffen

Ann Gormley and Richard Wallace
Norma Jean Guthrie
Landon Hall and Geoffrey Douglas
Mark and Ellen Helijas
Mrs. David L. Hopkins, Jr.
Susan Jones
Juniper Foundation
Sidney Klaus and Anne Shivas
Carola Lea
Bryce and Barbara Lee
Mary D. Lindsay
Matthew and Abigail Lindsay
Peter Lindsay and Katie Murphy
Stephen and Johanna Lindsay
Rebecca Lovejoy and Kevin Peterson
Deborah and Peter Luquer
Peter Mason and Laurie Harding
Maureen McGrath
Mr. and Mrs. William Moir
Mr. and Mrs. John Mullin
Janneke Seton Neilson
Walter and Barbara Paine
Donald and Abbie Penfield
Charles W. Phillips, Jr. and Terry 

Faulkner Phillips
Chris and Leslie Rimmer
Donald Robinson
Frederick and Linda Roesch
Dr. Jonathan Ross and Barbara 

Sumanis
Maria and Nathaniel Rundle
Maria Satterfield
R. Nichols Scheu
Ms. Doreen Schweizer
Dr. and Mrs. Kaighn Smith
Alice Spilman
Mrs. Margaret Talman
Stuart and Eva Templeton
Maria Thompson 
John and Gail Wasson
Mr. Robert Wells
Chris and Peggy Wiley
Mrs. Thomas E. Williams
Barbara Woodard
Working Landscapes

“Your personal notes always make 
me feel happy and proud to support 
your important projects.”  

 —DONOR
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PO BOX 420, NORWICH, VT  05055 | 802-649-1431

WWW.VTECOSTUDIES.ORG
VCE IS A 501(C)(3) NON-PROFIT. ALL CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE

Uniting People and Science for Conservation
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Printed on recycled paper

The Vermont Center for Ecostudies
envisions a society that sustains healthy ecosystems 

through informed decision-making.


