
The Vermont Center for Ecostudies advances the conservation of 
wildlife through research, monitoring and citizen engagement.  

2008 was a banner year for VCE in every way.  Not only did we 
maintain our core wildlife projects and diversify our ambitious 
research agenda, but we kept our citizens scientists engaged, 
solidified partnerships with scores of professional colleagues, 
and offered hands-on field training to young conservationists 

from Vermont to Hispaniola.  Importantly, we ended our  
fiscal year in the black and are poised to weather the current  
economic storm in solid shape.   As you will see in this report,  
contributions from hundreds of individuals like you constitute 

our financial lifeblood.  VCE will continue to need your help  
as we expand our conservation efforts in Vermont,  

the Northeast and beyond.   

  We sincerely thank all our supporters. 
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2008 Annual Report  

“Field Notes, Vol. 1, Issue 2, is solid evidence that VCE has made exhilarating steps to 
becoming a thoughtful, well-structured organization.”     ~VCE Supporter 



2008            Highlights 

VCE secured funding to launch Vermont’s first statewide mapping of vernal pools; only one 
other state has completed a similar statewide inventory.  Results will facilitate conservation of 
these critical but vulnerable wetland habitats in Vermont. 

The Forest Bird Monitoring  
Program completed its 20th  
year of monitoring Vermont’s 
interior forest bird populations. 

Citizen Scientists volunteered 
over 200 hours at National and 
Historic Parks in New England, 
observing a total of 2,012  
individual birds of 94 species. 

VCE partnered with the National Biological Information Infrastructure to create an innovative 
internet tool that will digitally bring together invertebrate specimens housed across Vermont.  
With the click of a mouse, individuals  will be able to access valuable information from over two 

million Vermont  invertebrate specimen records. 

VCE’s Mountain Birdwatch Program brought together stakeholders across New England and 
Canada to pilot a ground-breaking range wide monitoring protocol that will set the standard 
for North America. 

150 Mountain Birdwatch volunteers spent over 1,200 hours hiking the mountains of Vermont, 
Massachusetts, New York, New Hampshire and Maine to monitor high elevation song birds. 

“I loved your VCE Field Notes—
read every bit of it—a really 
great account of what you are 
doing—very interesting, very 
professional”      
  ~VCE Supporter 



2008            Highlights 

VCE partnered with the New Hampshire Fish and Game Department to list two species of  
butterfly in the White Mountains as either threatened or endangered and created educational 
materials aimed at informing thousands of visitors. 

VCE assigned a “conservation 
status” to every butterfly species 
in Vermont for the Nongame and 
Natural Heritage office. 

VCE brought 4 Haitian and  
Dominican biologists to Vermont to learn 
conservation field techniques that will 
help conserve some of Vermont’s song-
birds on their wintering grounds. 

VCE brought together scientists and natural resource managers from throughout the breeding 
range of Bicknell Thrush’s to develop a Conservation Action Plan for the species.  This type of 
stakeholder collaboration sets a new standard for conservation partnerships. 

Vermont’s loon population continued its 25-year upward trajectory, as a record high 86 pairs 
occupied lake territories statewide. Three of the 61 loon pairs that attempted to breed were 
first-time nesters.  Volunteers counted a record 225 loons on Loonwatch day in mid-July.   

VCE received a prestigious National Geographic Society grant that led to an intensive study of 
the Bobolink in its mid west breeding area and South American wintering grounds. 

“As an avid birder it is comforting 
for me to know that crucial  
environmental research continues 
not only here in Vermont, but  
beyond its borders.”   
                  ~VCE Volunteer 
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2008 Revenue* 

* VCE 2008 financials are currently being audited by an independent firm. 

Restricted Project Income

Federal Contracts 55,491

State Contracts 80,995

Other Grants/Contracts 86,567

Program Income 3,897

Donations

Individual Gifts 250,024

Business Gifts 6,284

Foundation Gifts 182,350

Gifts in Kind 403

Investments 3,417

Total Income 669,428
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2008 Expenses* 

Personnel Expenses

Salaries and Wages 310,169.44

Paid Benefits 42,453.38

Staff Development 832.92

Business Expenses 722.42

Contract Services 42,892.06

Supplies 13,999.59

Telephone 3,700.95

Computer Network 3,068.33

Printing & Copying 8,004.67

Marketing and Mailing Costs 6,199.49

Travel Costs 30,678.15

Meeting & Entertainment 1,265.29

Equipment and Depreciation 14,576.00

Facilities Expense 7,863.00

Insurance 2,628.88

Interest and Bank Fees 720.68

Miscellaneous Expense 1,051.65

Total Expense 490,826.90
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VCE wishes to thank its contributors and partners.   



You make our conservation work possible. 
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Brendan B. Collins Kristin Graham and Tom Hulleberg Elinor and George Osborn
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David and Nancy Corkum Betty Jillson Vicki and John Peiffer
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Bill and Ginger Cotton Thomas A. Johnston, DMD Joan and Martin Person
Mark Council Terri Donovan and Peter Jones Natalie Peters
Ruth Crawford Sarah Jones Thomas Peterson
Anne J. Cummings Kyle Jones and Jennifer Megyesi Donald Peterson 
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Janice Falabella Peter Larsen Pendennis  and Barbara Reed, Jr.
Federal Executive Association of Vermont Sally Laughlin Craig Repasz
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John and Christine Fournier Rob and Linda Libby Mr. and Mrs. Walter Rodiger
Conrad Frey Brian and Sandi Lincoln Richard and Kathryn Roosa and Family
Jack and Sarah Frost Katherine Linton Kenneth and Anne Rosenberg
Carolyn and Milton Frye Linda Leddy and Trevor Lloyd-Evans William and Nancy Ross
Galbraith Environmental Sciences Lois Lorimer Jim and Chris Runcie
Elizabeth and Clinton Gardner Gordon MacFarland Beth Rundquist
Barbara Gibbs Sally Mansur Hull Carl and Debra Runge
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Jeb and Susan Spaulding Jenepher Lingelbach University of New Brunswick
St. Johnsbury Animal Hospital Jeff and Terry Marshall University of Vermont
Peter and Mary Stangel Thomas Marshall Foundation UPM-Kymmene
Stark Mountain Woodworking Company Mascoma Savings Bank Foundation US Fish & Wildlife
Peter and Sandra Stettenheim Michael McGean USDA Forest Service Northeastern Research Station
Jane and Josiah Stevenson New Hampshire Charitable Foundation Vermont Environmental Research Associates
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Linda and Tom Wells Appalachian Conservation Biology
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Ruth Whiting Barre Public Works Department
Mary Crane and Paul Wieczoreck Baxter State Park
Ron and Norma Wiesen Bird Studies Canada
Robert Williamson Canadian Wildlife Service
Adam Winstanley Central Vermont Public Service
Patricia Wright Coaticook River Water Power Company
Steve Wright Cornell University
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Connie and Mark Youngstrom East Haven Development Company

Ecostudies Institute
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Gerrit and Deborah Crosby Morrisville Water and Light
Dr. Kevin D. and Valerie Crowley Mount Mainsfield Company
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Curtis National Geographic Society
Eugene B. & Nina L. Doggett Charitable Fund National Park Service
Judy Geer and Dick Dreissigacker New Brunswick Dept of Natural Resources
Eddy Foundation New Hampshire Audubon
John and Margot Ernst New Hampshire Charitable Foundation
Anne Felton Spencer New Page Corporation
Luisa and Charles Finberg Norcross Wildlife Foundation
Sherrell Gilmartin North Branch Nature Center
Global Resource Options, Inc. (groSolar) North Carolina State University
James Goetz NYS Dept of Environmental Conservation
Maurice and Georgine Goodman Fund Parks Canada
Drs. Karen and Peter Hanson Regroupoement Quebec Oiseaux
Henderson's Café Patrons Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center
Gale S. Hurd State University of New York,  ESF
Carolyn Jackson Stratton Mountain Resort
The Robert K. & Annabel Joyce Jones Foundation, Inc. The Nature Conservancy
Robin and David Key Trans Canada Hydro
Barry and Warren King Tufts University Wildlife Veterinary Clinic
Emily Landecker Foundation, Inc. University of Massachusetts

VCE apologizes for any mistakes or omissions.

All pictures are courtesy of VCE staff and friends.

“Thanks for the opportunity to make this  
donation in memory of my dad.  He would  
have loved what VCE is doing!  Thanks again!” 
                       ~VCE Supporter 

  This report was printed on 50% post-consumer, FSC-certified paper. 

 

If you would like to volunteer as a Citizen 
Scientist, please call Julie at  

802-649-1431 x6 


