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SPRING: 1 April- 30 May 1974
Walter Ellison

FOX SPARROW, first reported 8
March at Tom Will's Londonderry
feeder; most reports from 20 to 26
March.

SONG SPARROW, last sighting 22
December in Taftsville; first sighting
10 March in Pomfret (both by FM);
11 March in Hartford (SM)~ flock of
fifteen feeding by road in Sharon
(SBL); most sightings23 March on
(EH, EE, MV, LM, PRr, MFM, BW).

Common loon first appeared on April
27 when 1 was seen in Norwich, (SR,
MR,KSt), the last report for this spe­
cies was on May 16 when 1 was seen
flying north over White River Jct. (DZ).
Red-necked~ appeared in their
usual sparing numbers with a grand to­
tal report of 20 birds the first of these
being 1 at Chimney Pt. on April 13, 3
others appeared at Lake Morey in Fair­
lee from April 28-May 4. A high count
of 16 was seen at Wilder on 5 May
with a large flock of Horned grebes
which were held down by high winds.
All records, (WE,GE). Horned grebe
was first reported at Wilder on April
22 where 5 were seen at the time. A
high count of 177 occurred on May 1
at Wilder during high velocity winds,
indicting how many grebes are missed
as they fly over the state at high alti­
tudes. All records, (WE, GE). Pied­
billed grebe was first reported onApril
6 at Brattleboro, (ASW, LPM). The mi­
gration was a fairly average on,e for the
most part. A Double crested"cormor­
ant was seen at Wilder in late April

~~wwd) (RN). Unusual
h . were of 1 Little blue

heron May 16 Manchester (RPr) , 3
Cattle egrets were seen on May 4 with
2 at Swanton and 1 in the Champlain
Islands (CVA), 1 Great egret was re­
ported on the Lemon Fair on May 10
(BBP). Unusual for the location was a
Black-crowned night heron on JApril
13 at Fairlee, (DZ, MAC). Great blue
heron, Green heron, Least bittern, and
American bittern were reported in a­
verage numbers. There were two re­
ported QfPlossy ibili,1 was seen in Ver-

SNOW BUNTINGS, sighted first in
Vershire, pre-winter season on 12 No­
vember and again 6 December, regular­
ly every week or so thereafter. High
count 21 January one hundred-one
hundred twenty-five. Fed on cracked
corn (DWa). Observed throughwinter
to March 23 around eastern Vermont.

LAPLAND LONGSPURS, sighted
only by (DWa) in Vershire; one pair
with Snow Buntings on 30 December
off and on to 22 January.

It

shire on May 11-14 an area where they
are quite rare, (DGe), and 1 was re­
ported on May 20 from Vergennes
(TCG). WATERFOWL: There was an
excelle~waterfowl flight with large
numbers of ducks with many of the
rarer species represented. Canada
geese first appeared in early March and
continued until June 2 in average num­
bers tl).e peak count was of 1000 at
Weybridge on April 20 (OCAS). Snow
geese first appeared in the first week
of April and averaged 200-250 per
flock with a grand total of 875 report­
ed. Apparently Vermont received the
bulk of the Snow geese migration on­
ly because 565 were reported in the
entire area of Maine, New Hampshire
and Eastern Mass. In addition to reg­
ular Snows 2 blue morphbirds were
seeninWeybridgeon April 20 (O<,:;AS).
The peak weekend for Black duck and
mallard was that of the 14th of April
when flocks of over 200 birds apiece
for both species were found in the
Rockingham Springfield area and
flocks ofover 100were found through­
out the state. On April 14 220 Mal­
lards were seen in Rockingham and
Springfield on the same day and at the
same place 289 Black ducks were seen
(DC). These and other peak flocks
gradually wained after the 14th. The
rare Gadwall appeared in the Conn.
Valley with two reports, the first be­
ing on April 12 in Norwich at Pompa­
noosuc (WE, GE). The other was
sighted at Wilder on April 15 (WE,
GE). These also were the only reports
received. There was only 1 large flock
of Pintail that was reported that of 50
seen on April 14 at Middlebury (BBP).
Pintail occured sparingly in other parts

of the state until May 11 when 1 was
seen. in Brattleboro (TW). The largest
flock of Greenwinged teal lreported
was of 100 on April 14 at Middlebury
(BBP). Bluewinged teal occured
throughout the state in average num­
bers with a first date of April 13 at
Dead Creek and Springfield (WE,GE,
DC). American wigeon were first re­
ported on April 3 when 6 were seen at
Vergennes (TCG), the maximum count
was of 10 birds on April 20 at Dead
Creek (OCAS). 17 Shovelers were re­
ported this spring occuring from April
13 until May 4 when the high count
of 6 reported from the Ch.amplain Is­
lands (CVA). Wood ducks occurred
throughout the seasonin average num­
bers. Maximum counts ofRing-necked
ducks, Greater scaup, and lesser !scaup
were 45 at Rockingham on April 13,
75 at Wilder on April 8, and 86 at
Missisquoi and the Champlain Islands
on May 4 respectively, (WE,GE,DC,
CVA). Common goldeneye and Buffle­
head were both in average numbers.
Oldsquaw rare in spring were seen at
Lake Morey where 1 female was seen
at Wilder where 6 were seen during
high winds on May 1, all reports (WE,
GE). 1 Surf seater was seen on Lake
Morey on April 28, (WE,GE). Hooded
mergansers were in average numbers
this spring. Common mergansers were
reported throughout the season with
a maximum count of 60 on April 20
at Hartland dam (WE,GE). There were
three reports of Red-breasted mergan­
sers the first was of 3 on April 3 at
Vergennes (TCG), others were seen at
Wilder on April 4~n a grand to­
!a1 of 2. (WE,GE).QSPREYL!!~
VULTURES: The hawk flight totaled
409i~als reported of which 152
were Kestrels, 73 Red-tailed hawks,
48 Ospreys, 48 broadwinged, 26 Tur­
key vultures, 25 red-shouldered, and
12 Harries all other species were re­
ported in numbers less than 10. The
flight of Turkey vultures was of spe­
cia1interest, the first report was onApr.
6 from Brattleboro where 2 were seen
on that date (ASW,LPM), vultures
were widespread in good numbers over
the whole season with an exceptional
record on April 30 from Cabot in the
Northeast kingdom (BC). Accipiters
were all ditressingly low with. on1y8
S~!!2:s]1inned?2 Cooper's .~nd 4~
hmYks reported, also there was consi­
derable mixup as 2 birds I consider
most likely Goshawkswere reported as
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cooper's if observers must report rare
birds they must submit convincing de­
tails unless of course they have im­
peccable credentials or a good bit of
previous experience with the bird in
question. Red-shouldered hawks also
were worrisome because of low num­
bers as they were outnumbered by
both the Turkey vulture and Osprey.
Nonetheless an active and successful
nest was found in Winhall on May 25
(WJN) and another nest was located
in Calais on April 25 (FO,JW). 5
Rough-legged hawks were reported
this spring the latest being on April
28 at Marshfield (MFM). The Osprey
flight was heartening with a large num­
ber of individuals reported, the peak
migrational weekend was that of May
4 when 19 of the 48 reported for the
season were seen; of these most spec­
tacular was a group of 6 seen all at
once at Shelburne Pd. on a VINS class,
(FO,KS, et al). Only 1 Perigrine falcon
wasreported this spring 1 was observed
for 10 minutes at Londonderry on
May 1 (RAB), also 2 "large" falcons
were sighted from Putney Mt. on A­
pril24 (KS). 3 Merlins were reported
1 at Woodstock on April 4 (FM), an
exceptionally ghostly individual (Al­
binistic?) in Wallingford on April 7-10
(BW), and 1 at Hartford on April 10,
(WE,GE). American Kestrel was re­
presented in average numbers through­
out the period, with ~.lliBh of 22 on
A.Qril13.(WE,GE). G.ALLINACEOUS"
BIRDS: One Turkey was reported on
April 11 in Danby (TW). lRuffed
Grouse were in average numbers with
no unusual reports received. A ring­
necked Pheasant was reported on A­
pril3 in Bennington (TW,JF). RAILS
AND CRANES: Virginia rails were in
good numbers this spring. Four were
reported from Shelburne Pd. on May
4 (FO,KSm,VINS). Maximum count
was 10 at Shelburne and Dead Creek
on May 26 (TW,GE,WE,). Sora were
reported twice; one in Plainfield on
May 16 (MFM) and two at Dead Creek
on May 27 (WIN). A Common Gallin­
ule appeared in Hartford on April 30
(WE) and remained until May 11 (TD,
PC,WE,GE). Several oth,~ pop­
ular in W. Vt..SHORE BIRDS: Kill­
deer appeared in early March, but
failed to reappear until April 2 when
twelve were found in Brownsville
(RBF) and they appeared in average
numbers for the rest of spring. Upland
Sandpipers made an excellent showing
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with four at White River Jct. on April
27 (RBF,WE,GE, et al). Two at Corn­
wall on May 10 (IdR). Two at Willis­
ton on May 10 and continuing to nest
(KSm). Two at Dead Creek on May 12
(JP,RM,MM) and one at Cornwall on
May 23 (BBP). Solitary Sandpiper
first appeared on May 8 at Ferrisburg
(CMH). A maximum of four were seen
on May 18 in Hartford and Norwich
(WE,GE). The last report was of one
on May 19 in Manchester (RPr). Spot­
ted Sandpiper was in average numbers.
Nine Greater Yellowlegs were report­
ed as follows: April 12, 1 in Norwich
(WE,GE) April 22, 1 in Craftsbury
(FO); May 1, one in Hartford (GE,
WE); May 2, two in Manchester (RPr)
May 3, one in Quechee (FM); May 11.
1 Brattleboro (TW); May 12, Irasburg,
(M&LM); May 17, 1 in Winhall (WIN).
Lesser Yellowlegs were reported on
May 2 with two in Florence (RAB);
May 11, 8 in Springfield (DC); May
13,1 in Vernon (WE). There were two
reports of Short-billed Dowitchers: 17
at Dead Creek on May 18 (TCG) and
15 at Rockingham onMay 19 (IC,DC).
Dunlin also appeared on a single week­
end, two at Brattleboro on May 11
(TW) and one in Irasburg on May 12
(M&LM). Least sandpipers were in a­
verage numbers. Semi-palmated Sand­
pipers were reported on May 4 with
two atMiddlebury(BBP) and Irasburg,
one on May 11 (M&LM). Woodcock
and Common Snipe were in average
numbers as were Herring Gulls and
Ring-billed Gull. Two Great Black
fuJ,cked Gulls seen at Shelburne Pd. on
April 20 (VINS,FO,KSm, et al). B~­
part's Gulls were seen at Wilder on A­
pril14 (WE,GE, et al) Five were seen
onApril 15 at Brattleboro (LP&ASW).
One one April 28 at Wilder(GE,WE)
and two at Manchester, May 11 (TW,
RPr, et aI). Black Tt?~~ were only re­
ported from Dead Creek with 8 on
May 26 (WE,GE,TW) and 15-20 on
May 27 (WIN). Both ~LDoves,_

Pigeons and Mourning Doves were in
average numbers. CUCKOO&'through
KINGFISHlfRS: Black-billed Cuckoo
'was first reported on May 18 with 1 at
Hartford (WE,GE); other reports as
follows: May 20, 1, S. Londonderry
(WIN); May 25, 1, Woodstock (JMN);
May 26, 1, Bennington (THF); May
26727,1 at Winhall (WIN); May 26,
2 at Hartford (WE,GE,TW); May 27,
1, Londonderry (TW). There were no
unusual reports of Great Horned Owls;

only two reports of Barred Owl, the
same individual, April 30 and May 8
at Woodstock, (FM). Whipoorwill was
first reported April 29 when 1 was
heard calling at 3 a.m. in Weathers­
field (EE). Other dates were May 1,
1 at 4 a.m. in Woodstock (FM); May
18, 2 in Hartford (WE,GE); May 22
1 in Charlotte (S&KSm) and 1 in Hart­
land, May 30 (ECS). Nighthawk was
first heard on May 17 in Rutland
(JPH). Numbers were about averag~

for season. Chimney Swifts were first
reported on May 1 in Woodstock,
three (RBF). High counts for the mi­
gration were 100 plus on May 14 in
Vergennes (TCG) and 200 plus in Bur­
lington on May 16 (S&KSm). The
High count for Ruby-throated Hum­
mingbird was 14 plus in Bennington
on May 25 (MV). Kingfishers were
seen in March and were in average
nU!llbers througgout the season
WOODPECKERSTHRUSWALLOWS'
commOtfflickers'were ill average num­
bersthis spring, as were~ wood­
peckers. ~llow-bellied sapsucker first
appeared on April 14 in West Hartford
when 1 was seen (TD), they occurred
in average numbers for the rest of the
season. Both Hairy and 12.owBI wood­
peckers were in average numbers
throughout the spring. j'llcatcher§.
like Tanagers were affected adversely
by the damp weather at the end of
May most notable were yellow-bellied
and olive-sided flycatchers which were
in evidence thoughout the damp peri­
od at the end of the month. ]Early
dates for each species are as follows:
Eastern kingbird May 1, Wallingford
(BW), Great crested flycatcher May 5
Hartford (WE), Eastern phoebe March
29, WhiteRiver let. (GE,WE);Yello'!Y:
bellied flycatcher, May 15, Winhall
(WIN), Alder flycatcher 2 on April 27
in Norwich (MR,SR,KSt), Willow fly­
catcher May 18, Hartford, (WE,GE),
:LeaStflycatcher, April 28, Landgrove
(TW), ~1!stern wood peewee, Winhall
May 20, (WIN), Olive-sided flycatcher
May 15 Winhall (WIN). Horned larks
were in average to good numbers
throughout the season with a high
count of 30 on April 27 at White Ri­
ver Ict. (RBF,WE, et al). Early arrival
dates for swallows were: April 5 at
Vergennes for the Tree swallow (TCG)
April 18 at Dorset for the Barn swal­
low (TW), April 19 at Hartford for the
Bankswallqw (GE,WE), 2 at Manchest­
er on April 23 for the Rough-wing£d



swallow (RPr), the first Cliff swallows
were seen in a flock of 75 swallows on
April 29 at Calias (FO), and finally the
first Purple martin, was a female seen
in the unlikely location of Fairlee on
April 30 (DZ). All in all there were no
unusual sightings of swallows durin&
the season. CORVIDS THRU
THRUSHES: Bluejays and~~
not in particularly unusual numbers
throughout the spring. The same may
be noted for the Black-capped chick­
adee. Common raven continues to in­
crease in Vermont and at least two
nestings are reported one from Spring­
field and another from Fairlee on the
Palisades, (DC,DZ). There are two re­
ports of Boreal chickadee both from
Craftsbury, 1, on April 4 and another
on April 30 (FO). Their is also a report
of a Tufted titmouse at Bennington
on April 16 (MV). Both White and
Red-breasted nuthatches were not in
exceptionally high or low numbers.
Brown creepers were as usual also.
Winter wren first appeared on April 5
and continued through the season in
regular fashion. The early date for
House wren was April 20 at Manchest­
er where a singing male was noted
(RPr). A Carolina wren wintered in
Bellows Falls and remained there until
April 6 (DC). 20 Long-billed marsh
wrens were noted at Dead Creek on
May 5 (BBP,JP), this number climbed
to approximately 70 on May 26 (TW,
WE,GE). There were five reports of
Mockingbird the first was 1 at Hart­
ford on April 21 (WE), others report­
ed were 1 at Manchester on May 15,
(RPr), 1 at Westminster on May 16,
(DC), and two territorial males sing­
ing at Dead Creek on May 27 (WJN).

Early dates for Brown thrasher ~and

Catbird were April 20 and May 3 re­
spectively. Robins first appeared in
mid-March with a maximum count of
200+onAprilI4atBennington(MV).
The first report of Wood thrush was of
one bird on May 4 at JBennington
(MV). There were no unusual reports
for this species. The first Hermit thrush
made it's appearance in a snowstorm
on April 9 when it came to a feeder
atPoultney (AMH). Swainson's thrush
was first reported on May 15 when 4
were seen at Middlebury )BBP) , these
birds were numerous and very evident
during the cool damp spell at the end
of Mayas was also noted for Tanagers,
flycatchers, and warblers. Gray­
cheeked thrush was first noted on May
18 at Woodstock (MLW), another was
seen in Winhall on May 30 (WIN).
Eastern Bluebirds appeared in their
usual widesprea,!l>~llgfashio.!l:,
q~AT-CATC~ THRU VIREOS:
No less than seven.Blue-gray gnat-.
catchers were reported. The first was
one in Burlington on April 29 (BSE),
on May 4 a male female pair was re­
ported in Manchester (RPr), another
bird was seen in Fairlee on May 16
(DZ), onewasreportedfrom Weathers­
field on May 26 (EE), and finally an­
other pair was found in the Middle­
bury area on May 30. Possibly nesting?
(WS). Golden-crowned kinglets ap­
peared in good numbers throughout
the season with counts of 30+ on April
6 at Woodstock (JMN), 30 at Hartford
on April 17 (WE,GE), and 35-40 at
Shelburne Point on April 20 '(FO,
KSm,VINS), Ruby-cfO}y!led lki~
was first reported on April 5 when 2+
were heard at Brattleboro (ASW), mi­
gration continued with counts aver­
aging from 3-10 birds, lmaximum
count for the season was of 30 birds
on the somewhat late date of May 11
at Middlebury (BBP), the last report
was of 2 birds found in Hancock and
Ripton on May 26 (TW,WE,GE). Wa­
ter pipits are an uncommon spring mi­
grantthere are 4 reports of them this
season, 25+ at East Craftsbury on May
5 (FO,JW), one at Winhall on May 9
(WIN). 6 at Irasburg on May 12 (MFM,
LM), and 1 at South Londonderry on
May 14 (WIN). The first report of
Cedar waxwing was on April 12 at
Woodstock (EC), 5-6 also appeared on
April 20 at Shelburne Point (FO,KSm,
VINS). Otherwise Waxwings appeared
en masse in late May and continued

into June in normal numbers. All late
Northern shrike was reported from
Corinth on Ap~il9 (GDe). There were
two reports of Lo~&erhe~shrikes/one
at Ferrisburg on May 1 (TDG), and
another in the Champlain Islands on
May 4 (CVA). Starlings were in there
usual high concentra'tions in the early
spring and continued to be common
throughout the sI?ring. Solitary vireo
first appeared on April 23 at Hartford
(WE,GE), counts ran from 1-6 with
the highest counts being during the
first and second weeks of May. The
uncommon Yellow-throated vireo was
first heard on May 11 in Thetford,
(WE,GE), other reports were 1 on
May 13 at Hartford, (WE), an appar­
ent nesting pair in Pomfret on May
14, (EH), 2 in Hartland on May 15
(FM), 1 in Woodstock on May 17
(EH), 1 in Hartford on May 17 (WE),
and another on the 17th in Winhall
(WIN), 1 in Rockingham on May 18
(DC), 1 in Shrewsbury on May 18 (AS,
LE,PE), 1 in Hartford on May 27
(WE), and 1 in South Strafford on
May 27-31 (HR,ER). Red-eyed vireos
were first reported on May 15 when
1 was seen in Winhall (WIN), 4 in
Middlebury (B,BP), and 2 in Hartford
(WE), from then on they appeared in
their regular high numbers. The Ehila-_
delphia vireo, an uncommon and dif­
ficult to see migrant, was first report­
ed on May 11 at Wallingford (BW), 1
was reported from Winhall on May 18
(WJN), and another was found there
on May 24 (WJN), approximately 6
were seen on May 26 in Hartland (FM).
2 were in Hartford on the 26th also
(TW,WE,GE), 2 were in Craftsbury on
May 27 (FO), and 4 were there on the
30th (FO). The first Warbling vireo
was seen in Hartford on May 3 (TD,
PC), the birds were fairly common,
~he rest of May.~
'lY£;\RBLERS: BlaCk-and-white warb­
ler was first reported on April 28 when

1 was seenin Weathersfield (EE), there
were no unusual reports of this species;
Excellent was the finding of a clutch
of 6 Vernivora warblers in Ferrisburg,
in late May, 3 of which were Golden­
winged warblers and 3 of which were
the rare ~arbler (DCG,
(BBP), Tennessee warbler was first re­
ported on May 13 when 2 were seen
in Hartford (WE), this species was in
unusually high numbers during the lat­
ter half of May probably due to the
conditions that caused tanagers and
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other insectivorious species to be seen
in such large numbers also, the high
count was during a big-day count on
May 26 when 24 were seen in various
parts of the state (TW,WE,GE). The
first Nashville warblers were 8 in
Shrewsbury on April 27 (AS,LE), the
species continued through the spring
in average numbers. The Northern par­
ula warbler was first sighted on May
4 in Fairlee, (WE,GE), others were, 1
in Manchester on May 10 (RPr), 2 in
Hartford on May 10 (WE), 3 in Plain­
field on May 11 (FO,BJ), 1 in Middle­
bury and another in Bennington on
the same date (BBP,JP,MV), 3 from
Hartford on May 13 (WE), 3 from
Middlebury on the 15th (BBP), 1 in
Londonderry on May 14 (TW), 1 in
East Craftsbury on May 15 (FO), 2 in
South Woodstock on May 16 (MLW),
4 in East-central Vermont on May 26
(TW,WE,GE), and finally 1 on May
27 in East Craftsbury (FO). The Yel­

low warblerwas first seen in Manchest­
er on May 2 (RPr), the species was in
large numbers throughout the month.
Magnolia warbler made it's first ap­
pearance in Manchester on May 11
(RPr), high counts were lOin Crafts­
bury on the 27th (FO), lIon the 27th
in Hartford (WE), and 12 in Crafts­
bury on May 30 (FO). The early ar­
rivaldate for Cape May warbler was on
May 12 at Craftsbury (FO), there were
several other reports from Craftsbury
involving a total of 15 individual birds
with a maximum count of 9 seen all
at once on May 14 at Woodstock
(EH), 3 in Hartland on May 15 (FM),
1 in Winhall on the 15th, 17th and
18th (WJN), there are four reports
from Middlebury involving 12 birds
the maximum count of which was on
May 24 when 7 were seen (BBP), 3
were reported from Manchester on the
19th and 23rd (RPr), 1 was reported
from· Rockingham on the 19th (DC),
and finally a maximum count for the
season of 11 birds came from Char­
lotte on May 26th (KSm), all in all
there was an impressive flight for this
species and 1 of the largest flights ever
reported in spring. Yellow-rumped
warblers first appeared on April 21
when they were seen in Craftsbury
(FO), and Hartland (WE,GE), the
species was seen in average numbers
seasonlong. Black-throated greenwar!?­
ler was first seen-on April 28 in Plain-

'fl';;'ld (AJ), the bIrds appeared in their
normal numbers. The early arrival date
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for the Black-throated blue warbler
was May 3 when 1 was seen in Hart­
ford (WE), they moved through the
state in normal fashion after that. 1
,\31ackburnianwarblerwas seen on May
3 in Hartford for the first report of
that species. ~hesnut-5idedwarbler was
first reported on May 9 from Hart­
ford (WE). The early arrival date for
Bay-breasted warblerwasMay 15 when
6 were seen in Hartland (FM), there
was an exceptionally heavy flight of
this species due to the damp condi­
tions at the end of May, high counts
were 10 on May 24 in Winhall (WJN),
30 on the 24th in Middlebury (BBP),
30 more on the same date in Hartford
(WE), and 15-18 on May 30 in Crafts­
bury (FO), once again the wet weath­
er at the end of May probably caused
many birds to hold over a migration
creating a bottleneck of large numbers
of holdovers and new arrivals culmin­
ating on May 24 when the birds built
up to peak counts all over the state.
Pine warbler first arrived on April 6
when 1 was seen in Cuttingsville along
with two birds which were most like­
ly Pines were seen in Shrewsbury (AS,
PE), one was seen in Manchester on
April 14 (RPr), 4 in Wilder on April
21 (WE,GE), 2 in Fairlee on May 4
(WE,GE), 2 in Hartland on April 25
(ECS), 1 in Craftsbury on April 28
(FO), 1 in Thetford on May 11 (WE,
GE), and one in Winhall, where they
are very rare, on the unlikely date of
May 25 (WJN). Blackpoll warbler first
appeared on May 18 in Winhall (WJN),
and were in generally higher than usu­
al numbers through the latter half of
May for much the same reasons as
Cape May and Bay-breasted warblers.
There was only one report of Prairie
:nrarbler a rare species in Vermont,
that was of 1 bird seen in Manchester
on the 11th of May (TW,RPr), Palm
warbler was first recorded on April 4
when 1 was seen in South Woodstock
(TW), one was also seen on April 14 in
West Hartford (TD), 4 were in Weath­
ersfield on April 16 (EE), 1 was seen
in Burlington on April 29 (BSE,ORE),
another was at Shelburne Pond onMay
4 (FO,KSm,VINS), 1 also was in Man­
chester on May 4 (RPr), and finally 1
was seen in Woodbury on May 11
(FO,JW). The first ovenbird was seen
in Weston on April 28 (TRD,LF), the
ovenbird was common as usual this
spring. The first report of Northern
Waterbrush was on May 4 when 1

was seen at Shelburne Pond(FO,KSm,
VINS), later 3 were in Manchester on
May 10 (RPr), 2 were reported from
Weybridge on the same date (BBP), 1
was seen in Thetford on May 11 (WE,
GE), 1 was found in Fairlee on May
16 (DZ), another from Marshfield on
on May 18 (FO,BJ), 1 from Winhall
on May 18 (WJN), 2 from Rocking­
ham on May 18(DC), 1 in South Pom­
fret on May 19, and finally 1 from
East Craftsbury on May 24 (FO). The
first report of the uncommon Louisi­
ana waterthrush was of 1 on April
'27 at Dewey's Pondin Quechee (RBF),
WE,VINS), other reports are 1 in Mid­
dlebury on May 4 (BBP), 2 in Winhall
on May 9 (WJN), 1 in Fairlee on May
16 (DZ), 1 in Hartland on May 22
(WE), and 1 in Hancock on May 26
(TW,WE,GE). The first report of Com­
mon Yellowthroat was on May 4 in
Woodstock (JMN), Yellowthroats were
common throughout May. There are
two records of Yellow-breasted chat, 1
on May 18 in Rockingham (DC), and 1
in White River Jct. on the late date of
June 14 (WE). The Mourning warbler
a traditionally late migrant was first
reported on May 25 from Middlebury
(BBP,JP,RT),1 was alsoseenin Crafts­
bury on that date (FO), 1 was also
seen on the 25th in Winhall (WJN), 1
was once again seen in Winhall on May
31 (WJN), and finally 1 was seen in
Hartford on May 31 (WE). The first
report of Wilson's warbler was of 1 in
North Calais on May 9 (JW), also there
was 1 in Winhall on May 17 (WJN), 1
in Weathersfield on May 18 (EE), a
pair in Rockingham on the same date
(DC), 1 in Manchester on May 19
(RPr), 1 in Irasburg on May 24 (FO),
1 in Hartford on the same date (WE),
1 in South Pomfret on May 25 (EH),
1 in Windsor on the same date (WE,
GE,VINS), 1 in Hartland on May 26
(FM), 1 in Shrewsbury on May 25
(AS,PE,LE), 2 in Bennington on May
25 (MV), and finally 1 at Dead Creek
on May 27 (WJN). As with the other
uncommon warblers, the ~a-£.t;. ~Jix.

and the Bay-breasted, the Wilson's
peaked on May 25 during the damp
weather at the end of the month, Bay­
breasted peaked on the 24th, and Cape
May was at a peak from the 24-30.
The first record of Canada warb~
was on May 15 when 4 were seen in
Woodstock (FM), high counts were 8
in Waterbury on May 18,6 in Crafts­
bury on May 25 (FO), and 12 in East-
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Central Vermont on May 26 (TW,WE,
The first Redstarts were on May

1, when 1 was seen in Hartland and
.vere seeninHartford (ECS,WE,GE),

.ney continued throu&,Q 1v!ay ip. their
usual b.igh numbt<r,§, BLACKBIRDS
THRUJANAGERS: House sparrows
were in normal numbers throughout
the spring. The first report of.Bob(?!ill~
was from Craftsbury when 2 males
were seen on May 13 (FO,JW) also 1
was seen on that date at Wallingford
(BW), the maximum count for the sea­
son was 40 in White River Jet. on May
21 (WE). ~~1~111~Mt:l!l~<!5:~lYE!!~ was
first reported from Bennington when
5 were seen on April 3 (TW,JF) there
were no unusual reports of meadow­
larks. Red-wings were first seen in late
February and continued through
March in large numbers building to a
peak in late March with a maximum
count of 2228 on March 30 in White
River Jet. (WE,GE). ~orthern oriole
was first reported on May 1 in Plain­
field (MFM), the birds were in normal
numbers thereafter. 38 :R1!§tJ':....JHac15~
birds were seenin Wallingford on April
6 for the early arrival date and the sea­
sonal high count (BW), other reports

25 on April 7 in Craftsbury (FO,
and 10-12 in Pleasant Valley on
20 (FO,JW), all other reports

were in numbers less than 10 and were

well distributed. <::.2!!l!!!g~~Ql:.l!E!\:le

first appeared in early March and con­
tinued into April with maximum
counts ranging from 200-250+, the
migration tailed off in Mayas birds
settled down to nest. Brown-headed
SCl\Vbird wintered oveti;:";;~ii;;'-;;~­
bers, migration started in March and
continued into April with high counts
generally in the 100's with a few ex­
ceeding 200, migration ended in late
April as the birds started to nest. One
of the most talked about species of
bird last spring was the ScarletIal1ager.
During the latter part of May almost
everyone noticed these brightly hued
birds often sitting on the ground and
often on the edge of highways and dis­
appointingly often they saw dead
birds. Tanagers first arrived on May 5
in Ira where 2 were seen (RAB), these
were nesting individuals, which estab­
lishes the pattern for the Tanager "in­
vasion", nesting individuals arrived in
early May and were not badly affected
by the weather during the latter half
of the month. But Tanagers moving
north through Vermont to Canada in
late May were hit by a sudden lack of
insects and the damp cool weather
which forced them to stop their mi­
gration and caused a spectacular and
for some individuals disastrous bottle­
neck in migration. May 26 was the day
on which most people noticed Tana­
gers on the ground and on highway
shoulders on report by David Zumeta
of Fairlee is quite instructive on May
26 he saw 51 Tanagers mostly on the
shoulders of roadways, of this total 45
were males he notes that this is pro­
bably due to the conspicuousness of
the bright red male versus the drab
green female, he also saw many other
insectivorious birds on the shoulders
of the highway including Barn swal­
low, Eastern phoebe, Yellow-bellied
flycatcher, and Swainson's thrush. An­
other report from Mary Heston dated
May 29 states that she saw 70 Tana­
gers and more interestingly they were
interspersed with Kingbirds. Obvious­
ly insectivorious birds were hard hit
by cool damp weather at the end of
May and the most conspicuous of these
was noticed and reported heavily on
the critical_<!.llY"~.,~or these species.
.EINCH.eliJ'fltSPAB.~: Cardin-
~~since arriving in the fifties have in­

creased to the status of a generally
fairly common permanent resident on
May 6 with 1 in South Strafford (HR,

ER), and 1 in Weathersfield (EE), the
birds were in normal numbers for the
rest of the season.EY~nLl),ggrQ~gt:lllJs"

carried over into spring as usual, high
counts were in the range of 30-60, the
late report was on May 26 when 4
pair were seen in Winhall, (WJN) and
6 were seen in Hancock, (TW,WE,GE),
possible nesting; Indigo bunting was
reported on May "1 sIn Hartlan<fCFM),
other early reports were 1 in South
Pomfret on May 19 (EH), 1 in Hart­
ford on May 20 (WE), a pair in Rock­
ingham on the 19th (DC), 2 males in
Bennington on May 25, and 1 in Wea­
thersfield on May 26 (EE), the maxi­
mum count for the spring was of 6 in
East Central Vermont on May 26 (TW,
WE,GE), Purple fin.ch~s were in nor­
malnumbers for the spring. The House
finch has begun to invade Vermont
with a report from Bennington of 2-3
a day throughout April and a last re­
port on May 4 of 2 males (MV). There
were four individual lIoary redpolls
reported this spring 1 in Northfield
on April 7 (CMC), 1 from Hartford Ion
April 8 (WE,GE), and 2 on April 9 and
Redpolls were in invasion force this
spring with high counts ranging from
100-200; the birds continued through
in high numbers until around the 20th
of April when they almost instantly
tailed off, the last date they were seen
was April 27 when 2 were seen at
Hartford (WE,GE). Pine siskin was in
moderate to good number;throughout
the spring with high counts never
ranging above approximately 20,none­
the less the birds were well distributed
throughout the state, the last sighting
was on May 26 when 5+ were found
in Peru (WJN). The American gold­
finch was in average 'numbeis~fortIie

season. There were only three reports
of Redcr()ssgills in strong contrast
with the invasion year last year. 1 was
seen in Randolph on April 13 (WH),
4 were seen in Woodstock on April
19 (WC), and finally 4 were seen in
Plainfield on April 22 (MFM). There
were two reports of ",llite:lYll),geg
crossbill, 1 female in Bennington on
April 16 (MV),' and 2 in Norwich on
the same date (CR). The first report
for Rufous:side<lJ()!Yh~~ was on A­
pril IS when a female was seen in
South Pomfret (EH), the birds were
common as usual. The early arrival
date for Savannah sparrow was April
3 when 3 were seen in Bennington
(TW,JF), maximum counts came from
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SPRING I"I,U-
SDA Stanton D. Allaben
CVA Central Vermont Audubon
RAB Richard A. Bartlett
TB T. Beach
BB-RB or BrRB B. Buxton &R. Buxton
BC Barbara Carpenter
CMC Charles M. Crain
WC &HDC Winona Chickering &Howell D. Chickering
MCC Mary C. Ciapp (Rev.)
EWC Elizabeth W. Clapp
DC or J&DC Donald Clark or Jane &Donald Clark
EC Elizabeth Conner
PC Patty Coutermarsh
SC Susan Cross
AD Ann Day \J

GDe Mrs, George De Almeida
RDe Mrs. Ronald IDe Almeida
TRD T.R. Dibble
TD Tom Doubleday
ND Neil Drevitson
JOr John Drummond
I.E Lynn Eat~n
ORE Oliver R. Eastman
BSE Barbara S. Eastman
DE Mrs. Donald Edgar
EE Eleanor Ellis
GE George Ellison
WE Walter Ellison
MDE M.D. Emmons
PE Peter Erb
RBF Richard B. Farrar
RF Rick Fayen
THF T.H. Foster
IF I, Fox
JF J. Fox
MG M. Gray
TCG T.C. Guyett (Mrs. Bea)
EH Edward Hack
EHa Mrs. Eina Haikera
RBH R. Bruce Hamblett
AMH A.M. Hamilton
JPH J.P. Hamilton
CMH C.M. Harris
WH Mrs. Wesley Herwig
MH Mary Heston
DEH David E. Horan
BJ Bob Jervis
AJ A. lohnson
SBL Sarah B. Laughlin
AM Anne MacFarlane (Mrs. John)
SMa Susan Mahony
S&LMa Susan &Lee Mahony
LMa Lee Mahony
DM Donna Martin
JM Jim Martin
FM Fred Merrill
PM Peggy Merrill
MFM Marion F. Metcalf
LM Larry Metcalf
JMO John Morrison
R&BM R.&B. Morse
LPM Louise P. Mullen
R&MM R.&M. Mundstock
JMN Julia M. Nicholson
WJN William J. Norse
FO Frank Oatman were re-
OCAS Otter Creek Audubon Society 'A .
AEP Mrs. Arthur E. Patten . n Inter-
EHP RH. Pease bks came
BPP Bruce P. Peterson I

B&JP Bruce &Judith Peterson~e chicks,
JPL Mrs. John Plunkett remained
RPr Richard Prum (Ricky)
H&ER Herman &E. Redden i,PE,AS).
DR D. Roose )DCOCK
SR Stewart Russell
MR Mary Russell in usual
CR Carl Russell was also
WS Wayne Scott

'Burlin'

Contributors

"pintails were at Lon­
~une (TW) and Blue
'Middlebury (BP) and
tKSm). Common Mer­
~ported from lNorth
fIl, 2 June. William
hat in Winhall broods
~ERGANSERS, "were
pubtedly bred."

!EGRETS:The GREAT
. was reported at three
!state and is considered
ave bred in Winhall
prts of egrets. GREEN
seen in Londonderry

hersfield (BR,EE) and

high count of 10 was received Jfrom
Dead Creek area on April 20 (OCAS).
White-crowned sparrow was first re­
p()rted~fr~omPEiiIlfield on April 22
when 2 were seen there (MFM), the
birds continued throughinto May with
the peak migrational weekend being
the lOth when the maximum count of
5 was received (FM), the last date they
were seen was May 24 when 1 was
seenin Corinth (GDe) ..F:I!!!~:!ll!Q~~!
~Q!1.r:r9.FS first appeared in early April
and builtup to a peak in the latter part
of that month, after April the species
continued in average numbers until
nesting in late May. The first Fox spar­
IQJ.'S were in March and the species
-;;-o~-thlUed through April with a max­
imum count of 10 on April 27 in Wal­
lingford (BW), the late report was on
May 13 when 4 were seen in East
Craftsbury (FO). Lincoln's sparrows
were seen in EastCraftshllrYonMay'
12 when 1 was seen there (FO), 3 were
there on May 13 (FO), 1 was banded
in Marshfield on May 15 (MFM), 1 was
in Winhall on May 25 (WJN), and fin­
ally 1 was in East Craftsbury on May
27 (FO).2 S",alllpsparrows were seen
in West Hartford on Aprii 14 (TD), by
late April they were in all their favor­
ite haunts'c~()Ilgs.p!lrrows,were gener­
ally abundant as usual. The last Snow
buntings were on April 11 when were
iIlVel'glmnes (TCG), and on April 11
when 2 were seen for the last sighting
in Fairlee (DZ).

r- l\;l'Cf

t' \~

c: C.t\TH b\l. I tjt.'i·

Craftsbury in late April when 30 were
seen (FO,JW), and 46 were in Hart­
ford on April 19 (WE). The early date
for the uncommon_Grasshopp~rspa!­

row came from White River Jet. when
1 was seen on May 18 (WE,GE, et al),
all other records come from White
River and are as follows: 2 on May
26 (TW,WE,GE), and finally a high
count of 4 on June 13 (WE). The early
date for the c~t\~L§Q~rrow.was on
April lOin Wallingford (BW), the birds
were found in force by the latter half
of April when a high count of 20 was
acheived at White River Jet. on April
28 (WE,GE).R~r!<~()Y~.(lj1!ncQ peaked
in early to mid-April with flocks rang­
ing up to 50 birds, they continued to
migrate until approximately mid-May
they continued on to nest at higher
elevations. Jree§P_a.rr2'Y.~ were com­
mon throughout early and mid-April,
by late April they had become scarce,
and 4 lingered into May, 1 at 1Man­
chester on May 2 (TW), 1 in East
Craftsbury on May 4 (FO), 1 in Hart­
ford on May 10 (WE), and finally 1
was seen in South Woodstock on May
12 (JMN). 1'1l(l_~J1ippinlLsparrowwas
first reported on April 14 when 1 was
seen in East Middlebury (DR,KSm),
another was found on the same date
in Springfield (DC), they were in nor­
mal numbers for the rest of the spring.
The first date forFi(lI~_spa!r()!Vwas
on April 4 when 1 was seen in Cabot
(BC), and another was seen in East
Craftsbury on the same date (FO), a

CS Charles Seigchrist
KS Kat Sheppard
NS Nancy Simson
S&KSm Susan &Ken Smith
DSn D. Snyder
AS Anne F. Spencer
NSp Nancy Spencer
KSt Kris Strohbehn
DSt David Stuller
NSu Nils Sundquist
ECS Eleanor Swaim (Mrs. E.C.)
FKT Francisca K. Thomas
RT Richard Turner
MV Marion Vince (Mrs. Janes)
ASW Albert S. Watson
BW Betty Weeks
TW Tom Will
MLW Martha L. Williamson
D&MW David &Marian Wohlsen
JW John Wood
DW Don Woodbury
SBY S.B. Young
DZ David Zumeta
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