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The reader is reminded. With some embarrassment. that
this issue reports the sprin~ of 1977. and that the period
covered is Apr. I - Mav 31. All future issues will report
the expanded sprin~ season. Mar. I - Mav 31. Here I include
March records onlv when information unavailable to Don Clark
seems especial Iv si~ificant.

Manv species. especiallv earlv mi~rants. a~ain took ad­
vanta~e of a ~eneral Iv warm sprin~ to move back earlier than
usual. March's avera~e temperature was 8.50 F above normal
at Burlin~ton. with no reallv cold temperatures and with
winds often southerlv. After a brief cold spell Apr. 7-10.
April was also mild. With two warm periods pushin~ tempera­
tures to 770 on the 13th and 830 on the 21st. (All weather
data from the National Weather Service station at Burlin~ton.)

Twentv species were the earliest thev've been in the 5
vears of these "Records." and 14 of those possiblv the earl~

est ever. This is especial Iv impressive ~iven the manv earlv
records set durin~ last sprin~'s even more accelerated sea­
son.

Doubtless more species would have arrived earlier than
usual had not the season's onlv storm intervened in earlv
Mav. On Mav 7 a norther struck. droppin~ temperatures to
180 F bv the 9th and dumpin~ UP to 15 inches of snow on hi~h­
er elevations the 9th and loth. This unseasonable storm
produced strikin~ effects on birdlife which can be classified
under three headin~s.

I) Interruption or postponement of mi~ration. Manv
landbird mi~rants were recorded on time or earlv in southern
to central areas before the storm. after which there is a
~iatus of records before the species appeared. usuallv late.
!.n !llore northerlv re~ions. It seems that mi~ration en masse
did not reallv resume until Mav 13th.

2) Retreat or killoff of mi~rant species. In some cases
the hiatus of records is virtuallv complete. the species
disappearin~ even from areas reached before the storm. Birds
could have reversed their mi~ration. movin~ back southward.
as Tree Swallows seem to have done. Or thev could simplv
have perished. especiallv insect eatin~ species, as Bill
Norse suspected manv did around Winhall. "At mv feeder," he
wrote. "a Veerv was fi~htin~ with the Cowbirds for cracked
cornl Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were sittin~ around miserablv
crackin~ sunflower seeds. and,the roadsides were fUll of
thrushes of three species lookin~ for food."

3) Cessation of nestin~. Two sharp observers reported
that Tree Swallows and House Wrens. which had be~un nest­
buildin~ before the storm. abandoned their'efforts and en­
tirelv disappeared; nestin~ was not resumed until some 14
davs later. I ima~ine the same was true for manv tess con­
spicuous species.

The Mav snowstorm cannot have helped several species
whose numbers were prettv clearlv down this sprin~--down in
fact before thev reached Vermont at all. The extremelv se­
vere winter, in the U.S. winterin~ ran~es of the followin~

species. seems clearlv to have taken a heavv toll. Rubv­
throated Hummin~bird, Eastern Phoebe, Hermit Thrush, Eastern
Bluebird. RUbv-crowned Kin~let, and House Finch were each
reported in below normal numbers.

To ba Iance that sad but not irreversib Ie news, a II ow
me to point out that the pa~es which follow contain evidence
of expansion of the breedin~ ran~es (and probablv popula­
tions) of Canada Goose, Turkev Vulture, Wild Turkev, Willow
Flvcatcher. and Orchard Oriole. The latter species was,
verv hapPilv. found breedin~ for the first time in Vermont.

Thou~h the rest of Mav was ~enerallv warm (in the 90's
the 21st to 23rd) and verv drv, with little to back UP mi­
~rants into spectacular "waves," it was not an uneventful
month. The periods of warm southerlv airflow mav well have
encoura~ed overflvin~ bv several southern waders Which rare­
'~p~~ach Vermont. Both Great E~ret and Snowv E~ret were
~; and Glossv Ibis made its first sprin~ appearance since
fJ~, and in numbers unprecedented here.

Wavne Scott substantiated at Wevbrid~e the first Euro­
egan Wigegn for the state. And undocumented but su~~estive

~~h'iports oTGolden Ea~le and Summer Tana~er, both extremelv

rare here. were received. Reported for the-tinLiirn~, to
t hejspr inli~l"Re co rds" we re 8!!lgrj,~§nj~QQt' b'ts sec( Ql:,~,8J!)gr:l,~fll'l!
Golden Plover. Ruddv Turnstone. Wilson's Phalarope. Grav
'jiiY;~andHens Iow's Sparrow: ~ ~ A perusii1~oTTlie~fon owini!~o

'pa!ies willmeaTii-faTrsprinkliM of other rarities.
A~ain this vear a foolhardv team of diehards--Geor~e

and Walter Ellison. Wavne Scott. and this editor--made a
Bi~ Dav run from Island Pond to Missisquoi to Dead Creek.
plavin~ the amusin~ but eXhaustin~ ~ame of findin~ as manv
species in one 24 hour period as possible. From 3 a.m. to
10 p.m. on Mav 21 a new state record of 144 species was set.
a record it will be difficult to beat.
lOONS AND GREBES

A Corrrnon loon at Rockin'ham on Apr. 2 (GFE,WGE,GU was the first reported,
followed bv 2 on Apr. 16 at Button Bav (WJN) and 3 (the seasonal hi.h) on
Apr. 18 at Burlineton (WGE,BSE,ORE). An additional 19 birds were reported.
The latest probab Ie mierant was I on Mav '27 at Kent Pond (J & EO). The
scarce Red-necked Grebe was reported onlY once: I seen Apr. 28 at S. Bur­
Iineton (WGE). A Horned Grebe March 16 at Retreat Meadows near Brattleboro
CDVW) was the earliest (bv a factor of 18 davs!> ever reported to these
uRecords". There were 2 other reports, a poor showine: I on Apr. 27 at
Herrick's Cove CDC); and a notablv late individual Mav 21 at Island Pond (FO'f
GFE,WGE,~IS). Pied-billed Grebes returned to Vermont the earliest ever, beat-r I'
inE! last year's new record bY a whoPPine 17 daYs (see winter report), There
were II scattered reports thereafter, With a hieh of 5 at L. Bomoseen on
APr. 10 (SBl,JDl,HWS).

CORMORANT AND WADING BIRDS
There were 2 reports of the scarce DOUble-crested Cormorant: I on APr. 27
at Herrick's Cove <DC,SBl,WGE et all, and I on Mav 21 on t. Memphremaeo~ (FO,
GFE,WGE,WS). Sinele Great Blue Herons were at Herrick's Cove (DC) and Bur­
lineton (WGE,BSE,ORE> by March 29, with manv areas recordine firsts in the
week and a half thereafter. Numbers seemed averaee or better, with hiehs of
9 (circline UP on a thermal toeether) near Bellows Falls on Apr. 16 (SBl,DC,
flFM et al) and of 10 between Missisquoi and Dead Creek on Mav 21 (FO,GFE,WGE,
WS). Two Green Herons Apr. 6 at Herrick's Cove maY be the earliest ever re­
corded in sprine, followed bv a still earl v 2 on Apr. 9 at L. Bomoseen (SBl
et al). Individuals reached Bellows Fal Is bv APr. 25 (MFM) and N. Ferrisbur~

bY May 2 CBPG,leG). Small numbers were seen thereafter in appropriate habi­
tat across the state, with a hieh of 8 at Missisquoi and the Is Iands May 27
(SBl et all. As usual, Cattle Eerets appeared first and in lareest numbers
in the Champlain Vallev. One Apr. 19 at S. Hero was the earliest (JDS). Thev
were present in Borline!:ton during the 2-week period Apr. 20 - MaY 7, with a
hieh of 14 on Apr. 25 (WGE,BSE,ORE>. Sinele Cattles were siehted in Ferris­
bure Apr. 26 and Mav 12 (AP,CMHtfide BPG); at ~Ioodstock May 9 (ES); at Dead
Creek May 27 (BBPll and on Grand Isle Mav 27 (4 seen--SBl,fIFN). A number of
scarce southern waders reached Vermont, probablY due to overflying in the
periods of unusuallY warm weather. Great Egret, SnowY Eeret, and Glossy Ibis
fall into this cateeorY. Two Great Eerets were reported, both indiViduals on
Mav 21, at Dead Creek (BP) and at tHssisquoi (FO,GFE,WGE,WS). A SNOWY EGRET
seen May 30 at Rockin~ham by Don Clark and Eleanor Ell is was the second ever
reported to these sprine lJRecords lt

• The 1st Black-crowned Nie!ht Heron was
seen on Apr. 20 in the Burlineton area, where numbers subsequentlY seemed
normal, with an avera~e 2-4 per daY (WGE,BSE,ORE). TheY were seen onlY alon.E!
L. Champ Iain this sprine, with a hieh of 14 on Apr. 2 at Panton (FO,GFE,WGE,
WS). Two least Bitterns were seen I~av 31 at W. Rutland Marsh n/JN) , one of
their few breedin~ sites in Vermont. This spring's first American Bitterns
were seen Apr. 17 at West Rutland Marsh (AlG,JflV) and at Castleton (EH). In­
dividuals reached Burlineton bv Apr. 18 (WGE,BSE,ORE), Bethel bv Apr. 25 (SP),
and Herrick's Cove bY Apr. 30 (DC). A number of reporters considered breed­
in~ populations hieh'er than normal' 7 pairs present at W. Rutland Marsh
Apr. 23 was the most HenrY Potter has seen in his manY years in Vermont. The
species seems nto be comine back after a few years absence" in the Grafton
area (DC), and numbers seemed UP in the Island Pond area (FO,WGE), thoUE!h
Amer. Bitterns were absent this vear from Gale I~eadows (WJN). GLOSSY IBIS
showed UP in unprecedented numbers, their first sprine appearance in Vermont
since 1974. A surprisinf! 15 were found Apr. 23 at Herrick's Cove by Eleanor
Ellis and Don Clark. Marion Metcalf siehted 5 at Weathersfield on Apr. 25;
Bea Guvett reported the remarkable hieh of 11. at Panton Bridee west of
Vere:ennes on May 19; and Frank Oatman, the Ell isons and Wayne Scott found a
final sinE!le at MissisQuoi on HaY 21.

GEESE AND DUCKS
A sma II flock of Canada Geese Feb. 27 in the Vereennes area (AP) was the
first reported. Fair numbers came with the wann south winds Harch 8-10, when
a hieh of 1500 was seen March II at Bridport (AP,BPG,TCG). Small flocks were
seen throu~hout April, with a seasonal hieh of 1700 on Apr. 30 at Wevbridee
(AP). latest probable mierants were 100 over Barre City Nav 27 (fide MFHl.
Canadas bred this Year at several spots in Addison Co. outsidel of Dead Creek
Nat. Wildlife Refuee (fide BPG), where a breedin~ population was man-estab­
lished (wine-clipped birds) several Years aeo. A nestine pair with 16 downy
Young was located on "Island BII of Champlain's Four Brothers on HaY 19 (HPAS).
Accordin£! to Nei I KinE! of VT Fish and Game, this is the 5th consecutive Year
a pair has nested on "A u or lIBlI (fide HPAS), another probable indication that
the Dead Creek c;olonY is beE!innim! to spread. Marion Metcalf reported the
season's only Brant, a flock of 14 at Mirror L. in N. Calais on Apr. 29.
Snow Geese were reported in small flocks onlY, with siehtine's from t~arch 31
to May 21 and with hiehs of 25 at both Herrick's Cove (Apr. 16 - DC,WS,BSE,
WGE) and at Craftsburv (Apr. 9 - FO). A blue morph of the Snow Goose was
seen Apr. 3 in Addison with a flock of Canadas (EH). Mallards overwintered
at Burl inE!ton n'/GEh and mie'rants beean to appear in March (see Winter re­
port), thoueh Craftsburv's first was Apr. I (FO). The hieh was 50+ at
Sprine! iel d Ap r. 16 (SBU. A Ma II ard x BI ack Duck hVbrid drake appeared
May 19 at EI eanor Ell is' pond, where a drake BI ack has for 4 Years mated 'r/ith



domestic Ma II ard hens. HYbridization of these close lYre Iated species con­
tinues to increase as Hal lards spread from their native prairie habitat into
the once-forested Eastern breedine ranee of the Blacks. Black Ducks, which
overwintered at Burl im!ton and alone Otter Creek, retumed to most areas in
Narch, thoueh theY didn't reach Craftsbury until Apr.1 (2-FO). Hiehs were
200+ on Apr. 9 at Herrick's Cove <DC), and 270 on APr. 13 at lYeYbridee <VIGE
et al). A nest with II eeE!s was found on May 7 at Herrick's Cove, where
Youne were off the nest by May 18 (DC). A hen with 12 chicks was seen at
PI ainfie Id on ~laY 14 (NFM). There were 4 reports of the scarce Gadwa II' 2
on Apr. 13 at lYeYbridee (IYGE,BSE,ORE,IYSll I on Apr. 16 at Dead Creek (IYJNll
5 on Apr. 23 at L. Bomoseen (GFE,IYGE,JMV et al II and I on Apr. 24 at Sprine­
field (GFE,IYGE). Pintails were present throuehout late March and April at
Burlineton, averaeine 10-15 per day (IYGEll and a late pair were there May 21
(FO,GFE,WGE,WS). Pintails are scarce and irreeular breeders in Vermont, so
the discovery of two nests (one with 9 and the other with 10 eees) on MaY 17
on N. and S. Sister's Islands is notable indeed (JDS,NK,Gtk,CIO. Green-
wineed Teal first appeared Mar. II in the mid-Champlain Valley ('IS,~ The
mi.e!ration apparently peaked there around Apr. 13, When about 90 were seen
near lYeYbridee (AP,lvS,IYGE et al). Inland from Champlain, 3 pai" reached
CraftsbUrY bY APr. I (FOll and SpriMfield listed a hieh of 20-30 on APr. 16
<DC,SBL,EE,et all. ProbablY settine a new earlY record, 2 Blue-wineed Teal
appeared 11ar. 16 at Retreat Meadows near Brattleboro (DW). Still earlY were
2 at BurliMton Nar. 30 (,IGE,BSE,ORE) and 4 at CraftsburY Apr. I (FO). Mi­
eration seemed to peak Apr. 13-17, with hiehs of 30-60 several days near L.
Champlain. The best bird of the season was the male ,EUROPEAN IVIGEON dis­
covered bY lYame Scott May 12 at lYeYbridee. This ralT'Vrlrtralff',"'."Hrst for
Vermont, remained for at least a week and a half and was seen bY manY other
experienced observers (AP,BP,BPG,WGE,BSE et al). It/ayne was activelY search­
in£! for the bird as Hike Maurer reported a European h'iE!eon in the same area
in April of 1976. That report was never substantiated and thus was not pub­
lished; but this new siehtinE! certainlY lends credance to the '76 report.
American WiE!eons retumed in March (see winter report). Retreat Neadows
<DW) and SpriMfield Meadows (AP) recorded firsts on Apr. 3. lYalter Ellison
considered it the best It/ieeon miE!ration in his memOry. The hieh was 50+ on
Apr. 13 at lYeYbridee (IYS,IYGE et al)' and numbers were better than averaee in
several areas throueh Apr. 23. A final 2 were seen MaY 6 at Burlineton (IYGE).
There were 9 reports of the Northern Shoveler, Apr. 9 - May 14, all of sin­
eles or small eroups of birds. The 8 on May 14 at Ferrisbure (BPG) estab-
Iished the seasonal hiE!h. Wood Ducks first appeared on Apr. 2, when Rockine­
ham had 2 (GFE,IYGE,GLl and PI ainfie Id had 4 (MFH). At the PI ainfie Id loca­
tion the number was UP to 7 by Apr. 4 (MFM). Numbers seemed norma I (2-6 per
day - IYGE) at Burlineton; and the mieration peaked around Apr. 13-16, with a
seasonal hie:h of 15. The Rine-necked Duck appeared in better than averaee
numbers, especiallY in the Connecticut River Valley. Mierants were reported
March 10 - Apr. 16. The Champlain ValleY hieh was 50 near Salisbury on
Apr. 17 (VIS), while the Connecticut Valley's hieh was 21 at SpriMfield on
Apr. 16 IDC, SBL, EE, IYGE et al). The Canvasback appeared in March. The
only Apr. - MaY reports were. 10 on Apr. 7 at Ferrisbure (BPGll a notable
hieh of 200 near N. Hero Apr. 9 <GFE,IYGE,JMV,LNH et al); I at Sand Bar Re­
serve Apr. 10 (HR1); and I at SPrinefield APr. 16 IDCl. Greater Scaup also
Wintered in small numbers on L. Champlain and retumed in t1arch (see winter
report>. A male seen ~1aY 21 at L. Memphremaeoe (FO,GFE,WGE,WS) was very pos­
sib IY a hYbrid between this species and Rine-necked Duck. The Lessor Scaup
was reported 9 times, ~Iar. 19 - May 26. The hieh was 50 on APr. 9 at Grand
Isle (GFE,IYGE,LNM et al). Small numbers of Common Goldeneyes were reported
throueh the 3rd week of Apr. f rom severa I locations. On I Y the Bur I ineton
area recorded hieh counts, with maxima of 163 on Mar. 29 and 100 on Apr. 9
IIYGE,BSE,OREl. Buffleheads appeared in small numbers this sprine, ~Iarch 16­
May 10. 7 reports produced just 25+ birds, the maXimum beinE: 12 at ChimneY
Point Apr. 24 (GFE,\'/GE,Jt1V et al). Oldsquaw, rare in sprinE!, Were reported
3 times: 4 on Mar. 28 at Ferrisbure (BPG); 2 on Apr. 21 at Barre Reservoir
(LNHll and 5 on the Connecticut on Apr. 27 (LPM). A flock of 24•.s=~~_
found Nay 16 at Na Ilets Bay by Robert 11attuck consisted of both 11HITE-IYINGED
SCOTER and Surf Seater. This is onlY the second spriM report of whde­
wineed in the 5 years of this report; and Surf is also rare in sprine. A
surprisine 15 BLACK SCOTERs were reported, the second sprinE! theY've occurred
out of the Past 5. A pair was found 11aY 9 near Peru and a siMI e on May II
in the same area (ABI); a flock of 9 at Quechee MaY 9 (EH); a pair on L.
Groton May 16 (SAll and I on L. Champlain, IY. Addison Apr. 17 (AP,IYS). Also
rare were 2 male RUDDY DUCKS present May 20-21 at Dead Creek ,lildlife Refuee
(ORE,BSE,IYGE,BPG,TCG,FO,IYS,GFEl. Hooded Mereanser mieration (mostly in Mar.)
Was avera.e!e or a bit low (no more than 2 at anY I time at Burlineton - WGE)
as birds moved to breedine areas in Vermont and farther north. The hieh of
13 at Bie Otter Creek Mar. 28 (BPG) was notable. Common Mereansers overwin­
tered in eood numbers on L. Champlain (WGE), but I on Mar. 31 at Plainfield
(MFM) and 15+ on Har. 20 at Herrick's Cove IDC) were sure IY moviM northward.
Corrmons were seen in small numbers throuehout the season, with hiehs of 23
at Herrick's Cove I'lar. 29 (DC) and 76 at Grand Isle Har. 10 (IYGE,BSE,OREl.
Hieration wound down about the end of April, thoue:h late straeelers were seen
well into May. There were 4 records of Red-breasted Mereanser, all from L.
Champlain: 5 on Apr. 2, Herrick's Cove (GFE,WGE,GL)j I on Apr. 7, Ferrisbure
(BPGll 18 on Apr. 21, Shelburne (GFE,BSE,OREll and 7 on Apr. 23, Chirmey Pt.
<GFE,IYGE,JMV et al).

VULTURES THROUGH HAIYKS
The results of the sprine hawk watch--such as theY were--have been separately
published. (Copies are available from VINS - send $1 and a stamped, ad­
dressed enve lope. )

The Turkey Vulture, which continues to increaSe in Vermont. aE!ain showed
UP earlY' 3 were spotted Mar. 15 at Austine (fide LPM) and I or more Mar.19
at Cornwall (BBP). Over 50 birds were reported thereafter, most from the
Champlain or Connecticut ValleYs, with hiehs of 5 at Bridport Apr. 17 (WS,AP)
and 7 in the Sprinefield area Apr. 21 (EE). NoteworthY so far north was I
seen Apr. 22 at Lyndonville (DHM). ApprOXimatelY 8 Goshawks were seen awaY
from hawk watch sites, nearlY the same discouraE!inE! fieure as in the past 2
sprines. Since Goshawks Winter and breed here reeularlY, mieration para­
meters cannot be establ ished from such meaeer data. A nest in a pine at
Clarendon was tended by a pair on May II (LHPl. About 20 Sharp-shinned Hawks
were reported, the same number as last sprin£!. Sharpies overwintered1 and
retumim! birds be.e!an arrivinE! in early to mid-r'1arch. 9 Cooper's Hawks were
reported, Mar. 10 - May 14. This is how Cooper's reports stack UP for the 5
Years of sprine Records' 1-2-3-12-9, for 1973, 74; 75, 76 and 77 respect­
ive Iy. Red-tail ed Hawks I which ave rwinte red in the Champ Iain Va II eY, appear­
ed in avera€!:e numbers throu.e!hout the season. Bur IinE!ton observe rs averaE!ed
2 siehtines per weeki 2 per siE!htinE! (WGE). A pair was on a nest in Charlotte
bY Mar. 6 (IYGE,BSE,ORE). And mieratorY movement continued at least until
Hay I, when 12 were seen near Grafton IDC). ApprOXimatelY 15 Red-shouldered
Hawks were reported, Har. 12 - May I, continuinE! their slow but steadY de-
cl ine over the past several sprines. hl active nest was found May 5 in

-2- Grafton State Forest IDC). Broad-wiMed Hawks were rather poorlY reported.
First arrivals appeared Apr. 16 at RockiMham (SBL et alll Apr. 17 at Huntine­
ton (4 seen - IVGE,BSE,ORE), at lYinhali (I - IYJNlo and at SpriMfield (2 -
EEll and Apr. 21 at Craftsbury (2 - J'Il. The seasonal hieh was 6 on Apr.19
at lYinhali (IYJN). BreediM populations seemed averaee at Grafton (DC) and
Bur lineton (I'IGEl. Good numbers of Roueh-Ieeeed Hawks, which overwintered
alone L. Champlain, could be found in the Addison area throueh the last week
of April (IYS,AP,BPGlI a count of 9 on APr. 3 (includiM 2 of the dark phase­
EH) is typical. I on Mar. 10 at 1Y0icott (fide MR1) is a eood record for the
NE Kinf!dom. Two reports of GOLDEN EAGLE, a species on Vermont's accidental
list, were SUbmitted - neither, alas, with either detailed description or
photoeraphs. Bill Cranshaw and John CamPbell saw what theY believed to be a
Golden feediM on the eround at Addison sometime this sprine (fide JDS). And
Pat No II eat a dis tant look at the same or another possib Ie Go I den on Apr. 8
at Dead Creek. For several Years there have been unconvincine reports of
this species from the southem portions of the main ranE!e of the Green Mts.,
where Golden Ea£!les no doubt bred in the 1800's. Until photoE!raphic documen­
tation or substantiation by a hiehlY reputable observer familiar with this
species and the very similar irrmature Bald Eaele is obtained, these records
must be considered hYPothetical. Please call VINS immediatelY if YOU think
You've seen a Golden Ea.e!le, and take a careful field description of this or
anY accidenta I species to sUbmit with your report. The scarce Ba Id Eael e
was seen only on 11aY 22 at 1Y00dstock URI. The Marsh Hawk overwintered in
Addison Co. (AP), thoueh a siMle Mar. II at lYeYbridee (\'IS) could have been
a mi€!:rant. Onl Y 10 birds were reported thereafter, from Apr. 3 - May 26.
One reached 1Y0 Icott by Apr. 6 (f ide MFM). On I Y ca. 23 Ospreys were reported,
Apr. 4 (near Brattleboro - fide LPNl to May 30. Ospreys had reached
Herrick's Cove by APr. 13 (I - DC), Sprinefield by Apr. 15 (I - EE), and
Salisbury by Apr. 16 (IvS). The seasonal hieh was 3 at Herrick's Cove Apr. 16
(WGE,BSE,ORE). One Pere€!:rine Falcon--rare anytime in Vermont--was seen: I
dark female May 21 by Bruce Peterson over Dead Creek. OnlY I Merlin was re­
ported on Nar. 31 at E. Montpelier (MFM), the poorest showinE! in 5 Years.
American I<estrels beean arrivin£! in March (see winter report). Individuals
reached E. Hontpelier by I'lar. ,1 (MFM), and Craftsbury bY Apr. I (FO). Num­
bers seemed normal in the Grafton area (averaee 5 per day - DC), but down at
Vlinhall (I'IJN). The seasonal hieh was 9 at Grand Isle and S. Hero Apr. 9
(GFE,IYGE,LNM et al). Copulation was ob'served by Apr. 22 (AP), and a pair Was
at a nest box by Apr. 30 (EE).

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS
The Spruce Grouse was not seen, but fresh scat of this species <identified
bY lar£!e number of spruce needles) was found in the Island Pond breedin.e!
area 1,IaY 15 (IYGEl. Ruffed Grouse populations seemed averaee to the few ob­
servers who commented (averaee 3-4 per daY at lYinhall--IYJN). Birds were
drummiM at Craftsbury by Apr. 2 (DB). OnlY 3 reports of lYild Turkey were
submitted, but perhaps observers Just weren't out lookin!!. A pair was in
lYiliiston APr. 2 <D'IIY); and I siehted Apr. 22 at Stowe by Charles Johnson
probablY represents the northernmost record Yet.

RAILS AND GALLINULES
Vir£!inia Rai Is were reported in norma I numbers from their few known breedim!
sites, the first on Apr. 18 at Burlineton's Intervale (IYGE,BSE,ORE). One at
Ga Ie Headows May 6 was the first ever recorded there (IYJNl. The hieh was 10
on HaY 6 at Burlineton (WGE). Sora Rails were also present at several breed­
ine sites, the first sometime in March at VI. Rutland Marsh (EE). A hieh of
13 was recorded MaY 6 at Burlineton (IYGE). Common Gallinules were presen,
in verY small numbers, as usual, at their few re.e!ular locations, the earlies'
Apr. 23, when I was found at Iv. Rutland Marsh and I at Addison (GFE,lvGE ~t

al). The notable hieh was 6 at BurliMton on Apr. 25 (IYGE,BSE,OREl. A
siMle bird Apr. 27 at Gale Neadows IVlJN) was eood there. Two reports of
AHERICAN COOT were the first submitted in the 5 years of these sprine "Rec­
ords". Ivalter and Georee Ellison found I at BurliMton May 5-6; and the
Ellisons, Frank Oatman and Vlame Scott located I on S. Hero May 21.

PLOVERS AND SANDPIPERS
The Semipalmated Plover was reported, as last Year, onlY once, from Missis­
quai lYildlife Refuee on Hay 21 (FO,GFE,IYGE,IYS). Killdeer first appeared in
Narch. Numbers seemed averaee (4-10 per datli~~rlineton - IYGEl~ueh no
noteworthY concentrations were recorded. A (or American) GOLDEtf' ~
~seen MaY 20 at Panton by lYalter Ellison, Barbara and Oliver Eastman,

and Chris Rimmer was apparent IY the f~rst .,ever seen here in sprine. The
Up Iand' Sandpiper was seen 6 times, 2 on APr. 23 at VleYbridee (GFE,IYGE et alll
I on May 7 at Pomfret (DGl, the first record there; I on Hay 13 in Addison
(VlGE,BSE,ORE); I on 11aY 15 in Ferrisbure (CHH); I on May 16 in Vlallineford
(BClYll and I HaY 31 in Addison (AP). There were 9 reports of Greater Yellow­
lees, Apr. 16 (2 at Salisbury - IYS) to MaY 30, with never more than 2 seen
atOnce. There were onlY 2 reports of Lesser Yellowlef!s: considered "dOWl1 n

(no detail sl in Addison Co. (AP); and 3 seen May 2 at Burlineton (IYGE,BSEl.
Solitary Sandpipers were seen in small but better than averaee numbers Apr.28
(I at lYa II iMford--BC\vl to MaY 21; maximum count 2. Spotted Sandpipers were
at lYinha II bY Apr. 21 (I seen - IYJN) , at lYinooski bY Apr. 25 (KMH), and at
Barre by MaY II (2 - MFN). Numbers Were considered averaee (2-4 per day) in
the Burlineton area (VlGEl and theJ1idgl£bury area (lYSl, with a seasonal hieh k.
of 5 at Narlboro on 11aY 6 (IYI~). (3 RUDDy TURNSTONESlseen May 26 at Button Bay r
bY Bil ' A
fema Ie un aY I a lSS SqUOl 1 1 e uf:!e by Frank
Oatman, 0 e and \'a er Ellison, and Wayne Scott was the 4th state record
for this accidental species and the first sprin.e! record ey~(. The American
Woodcock returned about When expect" ana accord in€!: to most in normal num­
bers, thoUE:h Bill Norse considered them scarce at \'/inhall. Birds reached
northern areas in Apr., Apr. 2, I at Merck Forest (KN,AN); and Apr. 5, I at
Plainfield (M~Il. The seasonal hieh was 7 on May 21 at Island Pond (FOet all.
An adu It with 4 youne was flushed in Tinmouth on MaY 20 (GLe). Common Snipe
were first reported Apr. 9 from Grand Isle (3 seen - GFE,IYGE,LNM et al).
Thereafter numbers seemed averaee (2-4 per daY at Burlin.e!ton - WGE), with a
hieh of 20 in one ditch at Middlebury APr. 17 ('IS,AP). A remarkable 172
(actual count> Dowitcher species 11aY 16 at Missisquoi lYildlife Refuee<GarY
~1cLeod) is unprecedented in sprine. The Short-billed Dowitche.r was seen 3
times' 15 on HaY 18, Gale Meadows in IVinhal1 IIYJN); I on May 20, Panton
(IYGE,BSE,CR); 13 on ~laY 21, Nissisquoi NViR (FO,GFE,IYGE,IYS). lYame Scott re­
ported Least Sandpipers in "usual numbers in Nay ll in the Middlebury area.
There were 3 additional records: 11aY 7, 2 at Colchester (IYGE,BSE); ~.... c".

50 at Panton and Hardwick (VlGE,BSE,ORE,CR,BPGl; and HaY 21, 50 in \ i q
areas of northern Vermont (FO,GFE,IYGE,IYS). The IYhite-rumped Sandp seer(
in sprin£!, was reported once: I seen well MaY 20 at Panton by Wa' ,n7,A
and Chris Rimmer. Two Pectoral Sandpipers seen by liame Scott at lYeYbridee
on the verY early date of Mar. II broke the previous arrival date by over a
month. There were 2 other reports: tlearlY April" in the Brattleboro area
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(DVW); and ~ on Apr. 15 at WeYbridge (WSl. -3-

GULLS AND TERNS
At least I GLAUCOUS GULL lingered at BurliMton into this season, Walter
Ellison and the Eastmans found siMles there APr. 20 and Apr. 25. Great
Black-backed Gulls were seen in average small numbers Mar. 10 to MaY2]"";" most­
ly from alone L. Champlain. Th~re were 2 reports from Herrick's Cove, where
the species is scarce, 2 on Apr. 2 (DC); and I on Apr. 25 (DC.EEl. Herring
Gulls migration. which was considered average at Burlington (20-50 per day ­
WGE), continued at least until May 9. when 18 were seen in a field at Bethel
(JHa). Numbers of RiM-billed Gulls returned in March (see winter 'report>.
UnusuallY. RiM-bills outnumbered Herrings at Herrick's Cove. where the 1st
and high count was obtained Mar. 29 <I2-DC). BurliMton and Grand Isle pro­
duced the seasonal high of ca. 400 on Apr. 9 (GFE.WGE,LNM et al l. Bonaparte's
Gulls were reported twice, 2 record-set tiM earlY birds on Mar. 16 at Re­
treat Meadows, Brattteboro area (DVW); and I on APr. 24 at L. Fairlee CGFE,
WGEl. A Common Tern Apr. 23 at L. Bomoseen CGFE.WGE,JMVl apparen1>1 Y estab­
lished a new earlY arrival record. Four were seen May 3 at Colchester (WGE,
BSE,OREl. Black Terns had returned to their Dead Creek and Burlington nest­
ing areas by May 5 (BPG,AP,WGE,BSEl. Numbers seemed UP at those sites and at
Missisquoi NWR; the seasonal high was 35-40 at Dead Creek May 20 (IVGE,BSE,
ORE,CR).

DOVES AND CUCKOOS
Rock Dove numbers seemed average (80-150 per day at Burlington--WGEl.
~Dove:s overwintered and numbers seemed good to above averaee throue:h­
out the spriM season, with a high of 50 on MaY 3 - 7 at BurliMton (WGE et
al). The uncommon YellOW-billed Cuckoo was seen May 21 at Dead Creek by
Bruce Peterson. There were 12 reports of single Black-billed Cuckoos. One
Apr. 20 at Weathersfield (EEl sets a new spring arrival record. Additional
records were from mid to late M(lY.

OWLS
There were 2 reports of the rare Screech Owl' I heard (no datel in Thetford
(CMHll and I heard throughout March and as late as Apr. 15 at Middlebury (WSl.
There were 6 scattered reports of Great Homed Owl, a resident species in
Vermont. Bill Norse considered the species down at Winhall. A nest with 2
eggs was found at Vernon Apr. 6 (PMil. and another with 2 Young at N. SpriM­
field Dam May 13 (EE et al). The Barred Owl. another year-round resident.
was well reported. with records from Thetford (CMH). Merck Forest (KN,AN).
Clarendon (LHP). Hartford (GFE.WGE), MiddleburY (BBP), Winhall (WJN). Grafton
(DC)' and Brattleboro (fide LPM). Bill Norse had the season's onlY Long­
eared Owl, I heard May I at Winha II. Short-eared Owl s were back dowi1TiJnor­
mal low numb.rs after last Year's influx: I seen Apr. 13 at WeYbridge (IVS.
vIGE.BSE,ORE), and I on Apr. 20 at Dead Creek (AP). Frank Oatman and Jon
Wood had 2 Saw-whet Owl s I~ar 21 at Craftsbury; and a pair roosted near a
Snake Mt. home several evenings around l·laY 25 (fide WS).

WHIP POOR-WILL THROUGH KINGFISHER
A Whip-poor-will Apr. 20 at Merck Forest (KN,AN) is the earliest in the his­
torY of this report and perhaps a new state record. There were 13 other
records. flay 1-31, with highs of 4 on two occasions, May 21 at Island Pond
(FO,GFE,WGE,WS), and May 30 at Springfield (EE). First reports of Common
Nighthawk were, I on May 15 at vlinhall (WJN); May 16 in downtown Brattle­
boro (LPM); I on I-laY 18 at Bellows Falls (EEll and I on May 20 at Hardwick
CGFE.WGE). Numbers seemed average (2-4 per evening at Bur IiMton--lvGEl.
ChimneY Swifts arrived over a week earl ier than theY have in the last 5 Years.
Earliest arrivals were, Apr. 20 at MiddlebUrY (vIS); Apr. 22, I in Addison
(AP); Apr. 23, I at Iv. Rutland (SBL et alll flay I, 6 at Burlin>tton (WGE.BSE.
ORE); May 6, 12+ at Grafton. Numbers were average thereafter--ca. 5 per day
at Grafton (DCl and 8-15 per day at Burlington (vIGEl. Two Ruby-throated
Hummingbirds l~aY 3 at Arlington (NS) were the earliest. Individuals had
reached PlYmouth CRSw) and Vergennes (BPG) by May 10; Wallin>tford bY May 14
(BCW); Plainfield by MaY 17 (Mfl1l1 and CraftsburY by May 18 (2--FO). ManY
observers considered HumminE!bird numbers noticeablY, even drasticallY down-­
very likelY due to winter kill in the species I southern winterin£! areas.
Belted Kin£!fishers overwinter locallY, but seem to have be£!un returnin!:! to
southern sites bY late March. EarlY arrivals elsewhere were: I at Herrick's
Cove Apr. 2 (GFE,WGEll and I at Plainfield Apr. 2 (MFMl. Numbers seemed
avera£!e (2-5 per daY in several areas).

WOODPECKERS
A Common Flicker flar. 15 at Burlington (v/GEl was fairlY earlY. Individuals
reached Wallingford by Apr. I (DCWl and Plainfield by Apr. 7 O~FMl. ~ligra­

tion seemed to peak ca. Apr. 12-30, With hi£!hs in several areas of 6-8.
Pileated Woodpecker siehtin£!s were fewl as usual, but most reporters consid­
ered populations 1n eoad shape. There were 6 reports of the scarce and
local Red-headed Woodpecker: in Pittsford MaY 3 (EHll I at Town Beach.
Ferrisbur>t May 14 (BPG); I in WeYbridge Nay 21 and 28 IBBP,WSl I and a pair at
BurliMton May 2,6.19 and 21 (WGE.BSE,ORE et al). The Yellow-bellied SaP­
sucker appeared about on time, with singles at Winha II (IvJN) and Bur IiMton
(WGE) on Apr. 12. A high of 12 was established Apr. 17 at vlinhall (WJNl, and
!:!ood numbers were seen throu!:!h mid-HaY (avera£!e 2-4 per day at Burlin£!ton).
A male was excavatiM a nest hole in Underhill on Nay 12 (WGE,BSE.ORE>. Hairy
and DO\1rlY Woodpecker popu Iations seemed norma I to most observers I with -­
Do\tn1ies outnumberin!:! Hairies in most areas--e.£!. Downy 2-4 per day at Bur­
lington, HairY 1-2 per daY there (WGE). The Island Pond nesting area of the
BI ack-backed Three-toed Woodpecker a£!ain produced the ani Y reports of this
rare specie.. I on MaY 15 (WGE,GFE,JMV et al); and 3 on MaY 21 (FO.GFE.WGE,
WSl.

FLYCATCHERS
Last spriM's Apr. 15 Eastern KiMbird was the first ever reported in April.
This Year Henry Potter found I at Clarendon on the remarkablY earlY date of
flar. 30. Other earlY arrivals (singles unless noted) were, Pittsford APr.IO
(BMZ), Saxton's River MaY I (BKl, Burlington NaY 6 (WGE). Springfield MaY 8
(I~EHa), Wall iMford l~aY II (BCW). Duxbury May 18 (HBD), and CraftsburY May 18
(FO). Numbers seemed back to normal to most after last season's low (average
2-6 per day at Burlington--WGE). Great Crested FlYcatchers were first seen
(all singles) MaY 7 at Clarendon (LHP). May 13 at Addison (WGE,BSE), l~aY 15
at \ioodstock (VINSl, and l~aY 15 at Plainfield (MFN). Bill Norse thought num­
bers back to normal in the VHnhal1 area after last sprin£!'s lowl while Bur­
lineton observers reported an averaee 2-4 per day (WGE). As usual, Eastern
Phoebes arrived in March (see winter report> in the southern part oTl1i"e
state. They reached Plainfield (4 in I group--MFM) by Apr. I, WalliMford
(DCW,NWW) and Norwich (GFE.WGE,GU bY Apr. 2. Several observers commented
on the relative scarcity of Phoebes, apparentlY at their lowest in several
Years. At Tinmouth previous nestin£! pairs suffered predation by red squir­
rels on the LeBoutillier1s property. A nest at Woodstock was completed by

Apr. 28 (CRP), and at an E. Fairfield nest 2 eggs were laid May 12-21 (Seth
Brownstein). A first YellOW-bellied FlYcatcher was seen at Winhall May 18
(WJN). followed bY I on MaY 21 in the species' Island Pond breediM area (FO.
GFE,WGE,WS). A few other areas reported firsts May 22-24. There were II re­
ports in a II. Wi II ow FI ycatchers were better reported than ever before, fut'­
tiler evidence of the £!enera I northeastem expansion of the species. The
first was I on May 23 at Hart Pond (WGE>. Highs were 6 on HaY 26 and 7 on
May 31 at Dead Creek (WJN). BurliMton observers reported an average 1-2 per
day (WGE>. Observers awaY from the Champlain Valley should check appropri­
ate habitat (marsh or pond edge with low willows), listening for the distinc­
tive IIfitz-bew" vocalization. CuriouslY the supposedly more COrTmon Alder
FlYcatcher (vocalization "wee-be-o") was reported onlY 3 times: 2 near­
Island Pond May 21 (FO.GFE,vIGE,WS). I at Woodstock May 26 (CRP), and I at
Peru May 31 (WJN). Least Flycatchers first appeared May 4 at Grafton (5
seen--DC), May 5 at Burlington (I--WGE). Hay 8 at Woodstock (CRP) and at
11arshfield Pond (MFM), and May II at E. Fairfield (SB). Migration seemed to
peak around May 12 (12 seen, Underhill--WGE,BSE,OREl. with numbers considered
average. A Just-begun nest was found at Craftsbury May 18 (FO). Eastern
Wood Pewees arrived a bit earl ier than average. the first individu..-rsorl
May 17 at both Grafton (DC) and Woodstock (SBL et al l. Individuals reached
Burl ington (WGE> and CraftsburY (FO) by May 18. Numbers were considered
average (2-4 per day) at Burlington (WGE) but low again (as "for several
years") at Winha II (IvJN). An 0 live-sided FI Ycatcher was seen Nay 14 at
Lincoln for the seasonal first (RR.TIl). Individuals were at Marshfield Pond
(MFM) and Island Pond (FO.GFE.11GE,WS) bY May 21. A late migrant was at Pan­
ton May 28 (WS.BBP). Bill Norse had no records at Winhall where the species
has been a ref!ul ar breeder for 25 Years.

LARK AND SWALLOWS
Most Horned Lark migration occurred in Feb. Larks went unreported in Apri I,
and May reports were of scattered pairs, apparentlY breedim!, at Middlebury,
Ferrisbure, Panton, ·Burlineton, and Derby. UnusuallY warm earlY sprine
weather again brought small numbers of Tree Swallows back in March, as de­
tailed in the winter report. Those earlY reports were mostlY from the
southern half of the state or aloM L. Champlain, though 3 reached Plainfield
by Mar. 31 (MFH). Numbers were low during the normal or below normal cold
of earlY April, with some areas sighting their firsts onlY with resumption of
warmer temperatures beeiminE! Apr. II. By Apr. 13 Herrick's Cove had "Etood
numbers" <DCll Apr. 16 found ca. 400 in the Springfield area (WGE,DC,EE,SBL
et al) and f~ir numbers elsewhere. But seasonal maxima came mostlY Apr. 23,
when rain and a shift of winds from 5 to ~I/ probablY held migrants back. and
brought them down to feed conspicuouslY over water. 2,000-3,000 fed that
day over L. Bomoseen (GFE.WGE et al)' while both Rutland (SBU and Spring­
field (EE) recorded area seasonal highs of ca. 50. 1,000 were over L. Fair­
lee Apr. 24 (GFE,WGE> when weather was similar. By Apr. 12 Tree Swallows
were battling Bluebirds for houses at Springfield (MEH). Both S. Strafford
(HR) and Craftsbun (FO) noted beginniM of nest building May 18-21, though
some swallows may have suspended nestinE! activities durine the snowstorm of
l~aY 8-10 (EHP). Apr. 16 found first Bank Swallows at Springfield (2--WGE,
SBL et al) and at Herrick's Cove ("good numbers"--DC). High counts were 100­
150 at Burlington MaY 3 (WGE,BSE,ORE) and 50 at Herrick's Cove May 19 (WJN).
Several old colonies were not OCCUPied by the end of May, probablY because
of flood damage duriM the past Year. Rough-winged Swallows arrived about
as expected, with 4 (at Herrick's Cove and Springfield--WGE,DC) the earliest
on Apr. 16. High counts were 5-6 on flay 6 at BurliMton (WGE), May 19 at
Herrick's Cove (WJNlo and Hay 29 at I'lilder (GFE,WGE). Numbers seemed about
average. WeYbrid>te had the' first Barn Swallow Apr. 15 (WSll I was at Brat­
tleboro bY Apr. 16 (TW), "good numbers" at Grafton bY Apr. 17 (DC), and I in
Burl ington by Apr. 22 (WGE>. Highs were 12 at CI arendon Apr. 23 (LHP). 20
at Winhall Hay II (WJN). and ca. 30 at Springfield Hay 21 (EE). Burlington
averaged 10-20 per day during migration (WGE>, whi Ie Grafton averaged 5 (DC).
A Cliff Swallow Apr. 29 at vlalliMford (BCW) was the earliest reported, fol­
lowed bY I on May I at Winhall (WJN). and ca. 20 (also a seasonal high)
l~aY 3 at BurliMton (WGE,BSE.OREl. Also high were ca. 20 on May 20 at SPring­
field, where Eleanor Ellis considered them "suddenlY more plentiful in this
area". Numbers seemed average at Grafton (DCl and .Burlin>tton(WGEl but down
near Newport (FO). Purple Hartins had returned to ChimneY Point. W. Addison
Co •• bY Apr. 16 (PaN) and reached Winhall (I--WJN) and Charlotte (2--WGE,BSE.
OREl by Apr. 21. Hi>th seasonal counts of ca. 10 were made along L. Chamolain
in May (WGE et al). Unusual there was a flock at Brattleboro Apr. 24 (fide
DC).

CROW THROUGH CREEPER
There were 2 reports of the Gray Jay, both from the species' highly restrict­
ed breeding territorY near Island Pond, 4 on Hay 15 (GFE.WGE.GL et al) and
6 on May 21 (FO.GFE,WGE,WS). Most observers considered BI ue JaY numbers
average (5-20 daiIY--WGE.DC.WJN). though Louise Mullen considered the species
low in the Bratt leboro area. There were no reports of migrating birds. Betty
\'leeks wrote: "Our winterin£! flock vanished slowlY awaY. By mid-May only one
pair remained". Corrrnon Ravens were reported in small numbers over the len£!th
of the state. with a high of 7 on Mar. 22 in Ferdinand (fide MFM). A pair
were on a Sprinefield nest site bY Mar. 29, where I was sittin£! on Apr. 30
(DC). See the winter report for earlY movement of Common Crow; most observ­
ers considered numbers averaee. Black-capped Chickadee populations also
seemed normal (average 25-30 per day in Winhall, WJN). Winter flocks seem
to have broken up bY earlY Apr. (KflHl. There were 2 reports of Boreal Chick­
~ from the far NE Kingdom near Island Pond, 2 on HaY 15 (GFE,WGE et al)
and 4 on Hay 21 (FO,GFE.vIGE,WSl. The scarce Tufted Titmouse was also report­
ed twice, a few in the Brattleboro area (LPN); and I on flay 12 at W1nhall,
Bill Norse's first for that area. An average of 3 - 5 White-breasted Nut­
hatches were seen dai IYbY several observers (DC,WGE,WJN) , with a seasonal
high of 6 on Mar. 31 at Burl ington (WGE,BSE.ORE). The species is absent in
winter from this editor's CraftsburY property, but birds moved throu£!h Apr.l­
4 (FO l; at Tinmouth apparent IY migrat ing birds were seen Apr. 10 and May 4
(GLe). The Red-breasted Nuthatch appeared more canYOon than usual, avera£!in£!
5-15 dailY at several locations. No reports of mieratorY bUild UP were sub­
mitted. BroWl1 Creepers were present in normal or somewhat better than nor'­
ma I numbers throughout, averaging 4-5 dail Y at Burl ington (WGE) and at
Grafton (DCl. Peak movement of returning birds seemed to come Apr. 15-19,
with a high of 10 at Burlington Apr. 19 (WGE>.

WRENS
The first reported Ilouse Wren was one Apr. 22 at Clarendon (LHPll individuals
had reached Manchester by Apr. 26 (WJNl, Herrick's Cove bY Apr. 30 (DC), and
Burl ington (WGE) and Vergennes (BPGl by May I. A pair suspended nesting ac­
tivities near the end of May, because of unseasonably cold weather the ob­
server believed; theY returned in ca. 14 days and began again (EHP). Though
\~inter ~Jrens winter in small numbers, the followin£! firsts probablY represent
returning birds, 2 on Apr. 4 at Merck Forest (KN.AN), I on Apr. 12 at



Winhall (WJNlo I on Apr. 16 at Sprin!!field <DC,WGE et al), and I on APr. 22
at Burlin!!ton (WGE,CR). Don Clark considered numbers avera!!e C5 per dav) at
Grafton, but Bill Norse reported a "verY poor vear" at Winhall. The hi!!h of
8 in the Island Pond area Mav 21 (FO,GFE,WGE,WS) reflects the !!ood breedin!!
population there. A pair of Carolina Wrens which overwintered at Middleburv
were present there all sprin!! Cfide WS), representin!! the sole report of
this scarce Vermont bird. Lon!!-billed Marsh Wrens had returned to W.Rutland
Marsh bv Apr. 23 (2 seen--GFE,VIGE, et a I), to Dead Creek bv Apr. 30 CAPlo
and to Bur I in!!ton bv Mav 6 C4--WGE). Mav numbers seemed !!ood, as usua I, in
appropriate habitat, with maxima of 10+ at W. Rutland Marsh (LHP) and 40+
a Ion!! L. Champ lain, Missisquoi to Bur I in!!ton (FO ,GFF:,WGE,WS). Main this
sprin!! there were no reports of Short-billed Marsh Wren.

MIMICS
MiiCkTiiiibirds are becomin!! so re!!ular in parts of the southern half of the
state that re!!ular contributors are not reportin!! totals. Thus it's diffi­
cult to know if the species continued to increase this sprin!! or onlv held
its own. The Bratt Ieboro-Gui Iford area reported the hi!!hest numbers, with
at least 6 pairs present (fide LPM). Birds overwinter, but individuals at
Sprin!!field Apr. 13 CMEMa) and at Berlin Apr. 19 (fide MFM) probablv repre­
sented birds movin!! north. Grav Catbirds appeared about as expected, with
firsts Mav 5 at Brattleboro Cfide LP~1) and Sprinefield (EElo Mav 12 at W.
Rutland CGFE> and Marshfield CMFM), Mav 16 at W. Addison CAP), and Mav 18 at
Craftsburv C2--FO). Numbers seemed avera!!e (4-6 per day at Burl in!!ton--WGEh
with a hi!!h of 15 on Mav 19 at Herrick's Cove (WJN). The Brown Thrasher
first appeared Apr. 21 at Winhall (2 seen--WJN), reached Tinmouth (GLe) and
W. Addison (AP) bv Apr. 22, Herrick's Cove bv Apr. 23 <DC), and Woodstock bv
Apr. 27 (VINS). Mi!!ration data are sadlv lackin!!; but Burlineton observers
considered 2-4 per dav avera!!e (WGE). An individual was !!atherin!! nestin!!
material at Craftsbury bv Mav 20 (FO).

THRUSHES
American Robins returned in !!ood numbers in March (see winter report>. Thev
were numerous bv Mar. 31 at Winhall, when 100 set the area's seasonal hi!!h.
A flock of 60 estab Iished the seasona I hi!!h at CI arendon Apr. 3 (BCW,N'IM).
A nest Was be!!un Apr. 17 in Addison, from which voun!! fled!!ed Mav 21 (PaN).
Tvpical of the avera!!e breedinl! numbers were 8 pairs alonl! " mile of road in
Wallinl!ford Vallev (BCW,NIWI). 11erck Forest reported the first Wood Thrush
Mav I (KN,AN). Other first arrivals were. Mav 2 at Woodstock (MCH) and at
E. Fairfield (SBll Mav 4 at Burlinl!ton (WGEll May 5 at Weathersfield (EE>
and Winhall (WJNll and Mav 9 at t1arshfield Pond (~1F~1). Seasonal hil!hs were
10 on Mav 13 at Winahll (WJN) and 6 on Mav 27 at Sprin!!field (EE). Numbers
seemed averal!e (e.l!. 4-10 per dav at Burlineton--WGE>. Initial Hermit
Thrush sil!htines were reported about when expected, with I on Apr;-TTat
Winhall (WJNlo I on Apr. 24 at Hartford (WGE), and I on Apr. 25 at Woodstock
(SBL et al). However Hermits showed up late over most of the state, no
doubt because the birds were definitelv scarcer and harder to find this
sprimt than usual. The extremelY severe winter in the species' southern U.S.
winterine area apparent Iv took a heavv toll. Grafton's first was Mav 8 (1-­
DClo Merck Forest's was Mav 15 (I--KN,AN>, and Eleanor Ellis at Sprinl!field
and Bill Norse at Winhall commented on the near absence of Hermits in habi­
tats previouslv harborine I!ood breedinl! populations. About 16 reports of
Swainson's Thrush were submitted. Two on the remarkablY earlY date of Apr.
26 at Merck Forest (KN,AN) apparentlv represent, if correct, the earliest
ever. Other records began May 14, and Bruce Peterson reported mie-rants at
Cornwall May 15-22. The Gray-cheeked Thrush was unreported; none were pres­
ent in !!ood habitat Mav 22 on Havstack Mt. CWN). The Veerv reached Sprinl!­
field bv Mav 6 (EE>, Winhall bY Mav 9 (VIJNlo Rutland bv Mav II <GFE) , S.
Strafford bv May 15 (HR), and E. Fairfield (SB) and Marshfield <I1FM) by
Mav 19. Numbers were apparent Iv averal!e (4-10 per daY at Burlineton--WGE).
Eastern Bluebirds returned to manv locations in March (see winter report).
About 30 birds were reported in Apr. and Mav, compared to 44 in 1976, lend­
inE! substance to the ftue:sse.s of several observers that numbers were down. A
pair at Wallinl!ford bel!an feedine Younl! Mav 15 CBCW).

GNATCATCHER AND KINGLETS
Blue-!!rav Gnatcatcher totals for the sprinl!s of 1974, 1975, 1976, and 1977
were, respectivelY, 1,7,4,5, and 6 birds siehted. 3-4 were back in the
Vernon area, where the species bred last Year, bY Apr. 23, and a pair were
nest-buildinl! there on May 7 (WN,LPM et al). Reports (all of siMles.) were
also received from Tinmouth (LHP); Plainfield, verY far nor,th for the inte­
rior of Vt. (KW, fide MFMll and Dead Creek (JDY, MDY). Golden-crowned
Kim!lets were so poorlY reported it is impossible to judee whether Bill
Norse's observation from Winhall--"verY bad Year for themH--holds UP across
the state or not. Seasonal hi!:!hs were 4-5 at Herrick's Cove Apr. 2 (GFE,
WGE,GLl, 6 at Grafton State Forest Mav 5 <DC), and 12 (doubtless breediM)
at Island Pond Mav 21 (FO,GFE,WGE,WS). W. Woodstock had the first Rubv­
crowned Kinl!let Apr. 15 (EH), followed bY a cluster of first area sil!htinl!S
Apr. 18 at Winhall (I--WJN), Burlinl!ton C4--WGE,BSE,ORE), Brattleboro CDVWlo
and SpriMfield (3--EE). By Apr. 22 Clarendon had 12 (LHP), and the mil!ra­
tion seemed to peak between then and Apr. 30, when Herrick1s Cove recorded
14+ (DC). Numbers seemed avera!:!e to observers from Clarendon, Burlinf!ton
and Herrick's Cove, but down at Winhall and SpriMfield. Winhall's final
mi!!rant was I on Mav 16 (WJN). Onlv 6 sinl!in!! males were on territorv at
Island Pond Mav 21, compared to 40 found there Mav 23rd last vear CFO et al).

PIPIT THROUGH STARLING
There were 2 reports of Water Pipit, APr. 15 to Mav 21 from scattered IDea­
tions across the state. Many were of sin.!! I e birds, but ca. 50 were at
Middleburv on May 5 (WS) and 20+ several times in late Apr. in SpriMfield
(WGE,DC). This represents a better showiM than usual. Cedar WaxwiMs ap­
parent Iv overwintered in the Champ Iain Va lIev (see winter report), thoul!h
nowhere else. Returnin!! birds reached Winhall bv May 17 (IO--WJN), Woodstock
bv Mav 20 (6--SBL et a I ), Tinmouth bv Mav 22 (GLe), 11arshfiel d bv Mav 22
(MFM) , and WalliMford by Mav 28 (BCW). Data are entirelY lackinl! on mi!!ra­
torY buildup. Numbers seemed averalte, at 8-20 per day at Burlin.!!ton (WGEh
thou!!h observers at Grafton CDC) and Wallinl!ford CBCW) considered numbers
down. There was I report of a Northern Shrike, an adult Apr. 4 at Winhall
(WJN). The LOl!l!erhead Shrike was reported tWice, I in Addison Apr. 6 & 8
(AP) and I in Plainfield Apr. 8 (MFM). Starlinl!S were as abundant as ever,
and perhaps more so as Eleanor Ellis reports increased species' penetration
into rura I areas of Sprinl!fie Id.

VIREOS
iSYefTciw-throated Vireos were reported, the earliest Mav 14 at BraHleboro
(LPMlo closelv followed bv one Mav 15 at Clarendon (LHP). Other Mav reports
came from Herrick's Cove, Dead Creekt Hif!hltatet Missisquoi NWR, Sand Bar
RefUl!e, Colchester, and Middleburv. A Solitarv Vireo al!ain appeared on the
slil!htlv earlv date of Apr. 17, this vear at I;inhall (WJN), followed bv sin-

-4- I!les Apr. 19 at Brattleboro (ASW), Apr. 20 at W. Woodstock (EH), and Apr. 21
at Burl in!!ton (WGE). Numbers seemed averal!e, with hi!!hs of 5 at Winhall Apr.
21 (WJNh 6+ at Clarendon Mav 6 & 7 (LHP), and 6 in the Island Pond area
Mav 21 (FO,GFE,WGE.WS). Red-eved Vireos arrived Mav 12 at Merck Forest (1-­
KN.ANlo Mav 14 at Winhall (I--WJN), and Mav 15 at Grafton (3--DC) and Brattle­
boro (LPMl. Bv Mav 16 there were 10+ at Hart Pond (WGE>. Mi!!ration seemed
to peak Mav 16-28, with hi!!hs of 10 on Mav 19 at Herrick's Cove (WJN) and
12+ on Mav 25 at Clarendon CLHP). After a fair showin!! last sprin!!, the
Philadelphia Vireo was reported onlv twice, I on May 15 in Middleburv (WH£)
and I on Mav 20 at Winhall (WJN). The first Warblinl! Vireos were seen Mav 3
at Addison (AP) and Woodstock (SBL et al). Other area firsts were. Mav 7,
2 at Herrick's Cove <DCll May 8,2 at Clarendon (BCW,NIWIll Mav 12, Middle­
burv CWSl; Mav 13, 2 at Panton (WGE,BSE,ORE); and Mav 18, 2 at CraftsburY
(FO). Numbers seemed avera!!e, about 3-6 per daY at Burlin!!ton (WGElo with a
seasonal hi!!h of 8 at Dead Creek Mav 26 (WJN).

ID:RliIERS
The Black-and White Warbler first appeared Apr. 30 at Herrick's Cove (2-DC)
and Brattleboro (LPM). Sin!!les reached SpriMfield bv Mav I (EE>, Merck
Forest bv Mav 7 (KN,AN), and Marshfield bv Mav 12 (MFM). Mil!ration data are
poor, but several observers considered numbers averaee to better than (e.e.
3-6 pe r dav at Bur I iMton--WG£). Both Go Iden-winl!ed Warb Ier and BIue-winl!ed
\'/arbler went unreported this season, especiallY curious in the case of the
former species after the II seen last soriM. A Tennessee Warbler Mav 7 at
Clarendon (LHP) is the earliest (by 3 davs) in the past 5 vears and Just pos­
sib IV the state record. Tennessees reached Woodstock bv Mav 13 (i--LNM) ,
Winhall bv ~Iav 15 (I--WJN), Hartford bv Mav 16 (i--WGEh and Craftsburv bv
Mav 18 (7--FO). The excellent mi!!ration seemed to peak Mav 18-21, with such
hil!hs as 28 on Mav 18 at BurliMton and Colchester (WGE,BSE,ORElo 15 01) Mav 19
at Herrick's Cove (WJN), and 15-18 on Mav ZO in I flock at Craftsbury (FO l.
Winhall's final mil!rant was I on Mav 22 (WJN). Mav I saw Nashville Warblers
at Winhall (2--WJNl and SpriMfield (I--E£)l birds reached Woodstock bv Mav 3
(LNM,MCH), Burl inl!ton bv Mav 4 CWGE,CRlo Merck Forest bv Mav 6 (KN,AN), Marsh­
field by Nav 8 (MFMlo and Grafton bv Mav 15 <DC). Mi!!ration in the south
seemed to peak around May 6, when Winhall had 15 (WJN) and Clarendon its hil!h
dav also (LHP). The Island Pond area had the seasonal hi!!h of 24 on Mav 15
(GFE,WGE.JlL ei al). Numbers seemed averal!e overall. Onlv about 10 reports
of Northern Parula were submitted. all of 1-3 birds. Plainfield had the
first Mav 5 (MFM), followed by 2 at Winhall Mav 6 (WJN) and I at Sudburv Mav 7
(AP). Onlv 3 could be located in the I!ood breedinl! habitat at Island Pond on
Mav ZI (FO,GFE,WGE,WS). The first Vellow Warbler was I on Mav 4 at Burlinl!­
ton (WGE,CR). Mav 7 saw firsts at Brattleboro (LPMlo Herrick's Cove (5--DClo
Clarendon (1--LHPlo and MiddleburY (WS). Birds reached E. Fairfield (SB) and
Woodstock (CRP) bv Mav 8, and Marshfield bv Mav 12 CMFM). Mil!ration apparent­
IY peaked Mav 8-18, with hil!hs of 6 in one sPot at Addison Mav 8 (AP), 25+
at Clarendon Mav 14 (LHPlo and 20+ in BurliMton and Colchester Mav 18 (WGE,
BSE, OR£). Numbers seemed about averal!e. Mal!nolia Warbler first arrivals
were, Mav 6, Winhall (1--VIJNll Mav II, Grafton (3--DCl; Mav 15. Island Pond
(GFE,VIGE,j~1V et alll Mav 16, Woodstock (LNM,MCHll and Mav 18, CraftsburY
(2--FO). Hil!hs were 20 on Mav 13 at Winhall (WJN) and 10 on Mav 21 at Island
Pond (FO,GFE,WGE,WS). A total of 32 Cape Mav Warblers were reported, down
from the 55 of last sprin!:!. However, observer coveraee was poorer this
sprinl!, and the hil!hs of 17 on Nav 18 in Burlinl!ton and Colchester CWGE,BSE,
ORE) and 6 on Mav 21 in ISland Pond (FO,GFE,WGE,WS) leads me to suspect the
species continues in very f!ood shape. Grafton had the earliest May II (I-­
DC), followed bY I at Winhall Mav 13 (WJN), and I at Panton MaY 13 (WGE,BSE,
ORE). The last certain mil!rant was I at Winhall Mav 20 (WJN). Sinl!le
Black-throated Blue Warblers appeared Mav 3 at Marlboro (WN) and Nav 5 at
Merck Forest (KN,ANlo and reached Winhall CWJN) and WeVbridl!e (WHE) bv Mav 8.
Other areas reported firsts May 11-21. Hil!hs were 7 at Winhall Mav 17 (WJNlt
6 at Island Pond Mav 21 (FO,GFE,WGE,WSlo and 5 at Clarendon Mav23 (LHP). An
earlv Vellow-rumped Warbler reached Middleburv Apr. 6 (WS), so. much in ad­
vance of the main movement that it miE!ht have been a bird which overwintered
in Vermont, as did at least I (see winter report>. Apr. 18 broUl!ht sinl!le
first arrivals to \;inhall (WJN) and Merck Forest (KN,ANlo with Apr. 19
firsts reported from Brattleboro <DVW,ASWlo W. Woodstock (EH), and Burlinl!­
ton (WG£). Sinl!les reached Plainfield bY Apr. 21 (MFM) and Sprinl!field bv
Apr. 22 (EE). A push of 100+ at Dead Creek Apr. 23 (MFM) was no doubt pro­
duced by the classic mif!rant IIfallout ll conditions: several days of warm
southerlY Winds and clear skies were suddenlY interrupted durinE! the earlY
mornin.E! of Apr. 23 by rain and NW wind. Away from L. Champlain, mieration
seemed 'to peak Apr. 27 - Mav 15, with hil!hs of 10 males in I small tree at
L. Bomoseen l~aY 2 (EE--also a day with some rain) and 40 at Winhall Mav 5
(WJN). Craftsburv had the last certain mil!rants Nay 20 (Z--FO). A Vel low­
rumped was E!atherin.E! nestine: material at Tinmouth May I (GLe). First Black­
throated Green Warb Iers appeared Mav 2 CWoodstock--LNM,MCH) to Mav 7 in most
southem and central areas, thoue:h the snowstorm of MaY 8-10 maY have de­
laved further mil!ration, as Burlinl!ton's first was Nav 12 (I--WGE,BSE,ORE)
and Marshfield's first Mav 13 (MFM). Peak statewide mil!ration was reported
May 13 - 19, with hil!hs of 6-10. A bit earlier than usual was a Blackburnian
Warbler Mav 2 at Woodstock (LNM,MCHll individuals reached Clarendon bv Mav 7
(LHP), Plainfield bY Mav 9 (Robert ~Iattuck)' and after a delav likelv pro­
duced bv the Mav snowstorm, Grafton bv Mav II CDC) and Underhill bv Mav 12
(WGE,BSE,ORE). The inconspicuous miE!ration was apparentlY heaViest f1ay 16 ­
ZI, with an averal!e 2-6 per day at Burlinl!ton CWGE) and a maximum of 12 on
May 21 at Island Pond (FO,GFE,vIGE,WS). The earliest in 5 vears, and perhaps
ever, was a Chestnut-sided Warbler Apr. 30 in Brattleboro (LPM). The area
first arrivals of this species also sUE!E!est normal arrival in southem areas
fo II owed by a snowstorm hiatus and Iate arriva I in northern Ioca Ies. Hay 2,
I at Vlinhall CWJNll MaY 5, I at Merck Forest (KN,AN); and May 7 at Tinmouth
(GLe) and 2 at Herrick's Cove (OCll then May 13, I at Hartford (WGE); May 16,
I at E. Fairfield CSBn Mav ZO, I at CraftsburY; and Mav 22, I at Marshfield
(MFM). Mil!ration peaked around Mav 14 (8 in Sprinl!field--EE) to Mav 19 (6+
in Clarendon--LHP), with a seasonal hil!h of 25 on Mav 17 at Winhall (WJN).
The BaY-breasted Warb Ier arrived about as expected, the first on MaY 14 at
Brattleboro CDVWll Winhall had 3 bv Mav 16 (WJN), Burlinl!ton 2 bv Mav 17
(WGE), and Island Pond I bv Mav 21 CFO,GFE,WGE,WS). The species seemed
scarcer this year; the seasonal hil!h was 4 on May 17 at Winhall CWJN). The
late-mil!ratinl! Blackpoll \;arbler also arrived about as usual, with I on
May 17 at Winhall CWJNlo 2 on Mav 18 at Burlinl!ton C\'/GE,BSE,ORE), I on Mav 20
at CraftsbUrY (FO), and I on Mav 21 at Marshfield (MFM). Hi!!hs were 6 on
Mav 20 in several areas alonl! L. Champlain (WGE,BSE,ORE) and 7 on Mav 22
atop Havstack Mt. in Wilminl!ton (I·IN et al). 6 Pine Warblers were reported;
one less than last spriM' I at Middleburv Apr. 13 CWS), I at BurliMton ,
Apr. 19 (WGElo I at Castleton Apr. 23 (GFE,WGE et al), I at Woodstock Apr. 27
(Jf.lNlo I at Panton MaY 4 CAP,BPG), and 3 at BurliMton Mav 4 CWGE>. Whit
Nichols reported the onlv Prairie Warbler, I found Mav 23 in W. Brattleboro.
As in the last 2 sprinl!s, 7-8 Palm Warblers were reported. 2-3 on ~lav 16 at
Herrick's Cove CDC,WGE, SBL et al), I on Apr. 19 at Putnev <TW, fide LPMlo



I on Apr. 20 at Winhall (WJN), I on Apr. 27 at Tinmouth (lHPh I at Claren- -5-
don Mav 7 (LHPh and I on Mav II in W. Addison (AP). The earl iest Ovenbird
reported was I on Mav 2 at Winha II (WJN), fa II owed bv I on Mav 4 at Burl ing-
ton (WGE,CR), I on Mav 5 at Grafton (DCh I on Mav 6 at Woodstock (LNMh and
3 on ~lav 7 at Springfield (EE). Main the Mav 8-10 snowstorm mav have de-
laved further arrival, since W. Addison's first was not until Mav II (AP),
Merck Forest's not until Mav 16 (KN,AN), and E. Fairfield's not until Mav 19
(SB). Migration seemed highest between Mav 13 (when the Springfield area
had 15--EE) and Mav 20 (when Clarendon recorded 7--lHP). Numbers seemed
good. as usual, averagiM 2-10 dailv at Burlington (WGE>. A Northern Water-
thrush Apr. 30 at Brattleboro (ASW) was the earliest! Mav 5th brought firsts
to Winhall (1--WJNh Grafton (3--DCh and Springfield (I--EE). There were
onlv 4 additional reports, 3 on Mav 15 at Bloomfield (GFE,WGE et alh Ion
Mav 16 at Merck Forest (KN,ANh "max 3 several davs" in Mav at Winhal t (WJNh
and 6 on Mav 21 in Bloomfield and Ferdinand (FO,GFE,WGE,WS). Three louisiana
Waterthrushes were reported, Apr. 30 at Brattleboro (ASWll Apr. 30 at Win-
hall, a bird which was present and singing throughout Mav (WJN); and Mav 5
at Stockbridge (EH). Onlv I dav later than last vear's record was a MourniM
Warbler ~lav 14 at Herrick's Cove (DC). There were about 8 additiqnalre::-­
ports: 2 in Bloomfield and I in Jav on Mav 21 (FO,GFE,WGE,WS), Mav 22 on
Havstack Mt. in Wilmington (lPMh Mav 22 at Marshfield Pond (MFMh I on
Mav 22 at Clarendon (LHPh and I present Mav 24-25 at t1arlboro plus others
"found in 4 separate: localities this sprine" (WN). Common Yellowthroats
reached Bethel Mav 3 (JHa) and Tinmouth. bv Mav 5, where thev were abundant
bv Mav 6 (GlE). Other first arrivals, Winhall Mav 6 (1--WJNh Brattleboro
Mav 7 (lPMh Woodstock Mav 9 (SBU, Burl ington Mav 9 (WGE) , and Andover Mav 9
where I was drinking snow water off tires followiM the 11av 8-9 snowstorm
(EHP). Main that storm seems to have delaved arrival in manv parts of the
state, with firsts at Marshfield Mav 13 (MFMh Herrick's Cove Mav 14 (3--DC),
t1erck Forest Mav 17 (1--KN,ANh and Craftsburv Mav 18 (3--FO). Numbers
seemed average (6-15 dailv at BurliMton--WGE), with a high of 20 on Mav 17
at Winhall (WJN). Wilson Warbler reports were down to 8 this spring, 2 at
Herrick's Cove Mav 14 mC,pS,CH), individuals at Clarendon Mav 17 and 21
(LHPh I at Marshfield Pond Mav 19 (MFMh I at Woodstock t1av 20 (VINSh I at
Craftsburv Mav 20 (FOh and I at Winhall MaY 20 (WJN). The Canada Warbler
appeared first Mav 12 at Winhall (WJNl. followed bv firsts Mav 17 at Wood­
stock (lNM,MCH), Mav 18 at Bratt leboro (lPM), Mav 20 at Ferrisburg (I--WGE,
BSE) and Ilarshfieid (MFM) and Craftsburv (I--FO). Highs were 8 on Mav 18 at
Winhall (WJN) and 4 on Mav 21 at Island Pond (FO,GFE,WGE,WSh probablv a bit
below average. An American Redstart Mav 4 at Clarendon (lHP) was the earli­
est in 5 Years. Redstart miltration was also clearlY interrupted bY the May
8-9 snowstorm. Before the storm Herrick' s Cove h·ad 5 on Mav 7 mc) and
Brattleboro at least I on 11av 7 (lPt1). Then there's a hiatus of reports,
with post storm first arrivals (all siMles unless noted) Mav 12 at Merck
Forest (KN,ANh Mav 13 at liinhall (~IJNh Mav 13 at Hartford (GFE), Mav 16 at
lioodstock (CRP), Mav 19 at t1arshfield (MFM) , and Mav 20 at CraftsburY (3-­
FO). fligration peaked in southern areas Mav 15-20, with a high of 30 at
Herrick's Cove May 19 (WJN). Numbers seemed averalte, despite the delaY.

HOUSE SPARROW AND ICTERIDS
House Sparrow numbers seemed averaE!e, alas. At Burlineton nestine beean rnid­
March, with nestlings present bv late Apr. (WGE). At Andover sparrows seem
to be making inroads into rural areas (EHP). First Bobolinks arrived Mav 3
in W. Addison (1-2--APh Mav 4 at Clarendon (lHP), Mav 6 at Winhall (~IJN),

and Mav 7 at Woodstock (lNM). Again the Mav 8-9 snowstorm apparentlv fore­
stalled further movement, as other (especiallY more northerlY) areas didn't
'ecord firsts unti I considerab Iv Iate r: Mav 14 at Bratt Ieboro (lPM) and
~pringfield (EEh Mav 17 in Plainfield 01FH) , and Ilav 18 at E. Fairfield (SB)
and Craftsburv (3--FO). Manv observers on both sides of the state considered
Bobolinks unusuallv abundant throughout late Mav, with a high of 40-50 on
t·lav 21 between Island Pond and Dead Creek (FO,GFE,~IGE,WS). Eastern Ileadow­
larks returned in March (see winter report); mieratory buildup data are lack­
ing, but high counts were 25 on Apr. 16 at Dead Creek (WJN) and 24 on Mav 13
Charlotte to Addison (WGE,BSE,ORE>. Red-wiM Blackbird migration took place
lareelY in Feb. and t4arch (see winter report). Numbers of birds on territorY
seemed normal. One of the st~lli:tt~v~rl~~9tJhe season was Carol R. Powel11s
discoverv Mav 22 of a pair of ORCHARD ORIOlES~ which staYed to nest on her
property in Woodstock, establfshiriEffhesfate's first breedin£! record. From
MaY 23-30 the 2nd Year male (not Yet in adult p\umaE!:e) sane almost exclusive­
Iv 6,30 - 7 All and 7.45 - 8,30 PMi but bv 11av 31 he switched to singiM at
various times durin£! the day. The nest was in a 20' map Ie sap Iim!l and both
birds and nest were seen bY manv other observers (SBl,FO,VlGE et al). Northern
Orioles repeat the by now familiar pattern of a movement interrupted~
Mav 8-9 snowstorm. 1'1. Addison logged a first HaY 2 (AP), fo II owed bv singles
at Clarendon Mav 4 (lHPh Dorset Mav 5 (fide lP11) , Vergennes (BPG) and ~Iood­

stock (VINS) Mav 6, and Grafton 11av 7 (DC). The storm then intervened, de­
laVing Plainfield's (I--HFM) and Burlington's (3--WGEl firsts until HaY 12,
Merck Forest's (I--AN,KN) and E. Fairfield's (SB) firsts until t,lav 16, and
Craftsbury's (I--FO) first until MaY 18. The averal:!e mieration seemed to
peak Mav 13-19. A fema Ie was nest -buil dine at W. Addison bv 11.v 12 (PaN).
Rusty Blackbirds were back bY t1arch (see winter report); 7 reports were sub­
mitted for Apr. and Hav, with highs of 6 on Apr. 16 at ~lalliMford (N'I!tIh 10
on Apr. 28 at Burlington (WGEh and 6 on Mav 15 at Island Pond (FO,GFE,WGE,
\'IS). The Corrrnon Grackle movement was apparentlY all but over bY the end of
March (see winter report), thoueh CraftsburY's seasonal hie:h was 30-40 on
Apr. I (FO). Brobn-headed Cowbirds also returned in numbers in Harch, thoueh
Clarendon's hi.e!:h was 100+ on Apr. 9 (LHP), Craftsbury's hieh was 50-60 on
Apr. I (FO), and Plainfield's high "as 30-50 on Apr. 7 (HF~1l.

TANAGERS
The Scarlet Tanager first appeared Mav 7 at Brattleboro (lPN) and Merck For­
est (KN,AN), with I on ~laY 8 at Woodstock (VINS). Then follo"ed a 10M,
snowstorm-induced hiatus before the next reports. Winhall 1·lay 13 (I--~IJN),

Grafton Mav 14 (5--DC et al), Clarendon May 15 (I--LHP), Hartford Hav 16 (1-­
WGEh E. Fairfield Mav 17 (SBl. and Craftsburv Nav 18 (I--FO). Numbers were
considered excellent mid to late Nav at 11iddleburv (~IS) duriM the peak peri­
od of migration. Highs were 5 on Mav 17 at Winhall (WJN) and 6+ on Mav 19
at Clarendon (LHP). During the week of Nav 13-19 birds bel ieved to be a pair
of SUHMER TANAGERS appeared brieflv at tlte home of Arthur ConnellY in Brattle­
boro (fide lPM). The male attacked his reflection in a window before flving
awaY. Since the birds were not seen bY 2 or more experienced observers and
no photOl:!raphic documentation was obtained, the species must remain on the
,IPothetical list for Vermont.

FINCHES
~em Cardinal continues to do well; Burlin.e!:ton reported 10-11 several
davs in late Apr. (WGE> and Niddleburv village had 5 singiM males Apr. 15
(WS). A fascinating account of the hazards birds face, and likelY of the
tenacitv of a female in sticking with her nest, was submitted bv Bettv lieeks

of'tJallim!ford. "DurinE! the winter 01'76- 177, our crestless male, now five
Years old, was a constant feeder visitor, accompanied bY a female. Court­
ship feediM began in Mar. During the first three weeks in Apr., both birds
visited the feeding station regularlv at dawn and dusk. When thev left. the v
invariablY flew into a nearbY 10w-IYine area of alders, scrub elms and tama­
racks. On Apr. 23 & 24, it rained hard, with temperatures in the low 40's
and a cold northerlv wind. Bv mid-p.m. the 24th, the Otter was in flood and
water had backed UP into the low-Iving area to a depth of three or four-feet.
About 6 p.m. (Apr. 24) the female arrived at the feeding station with plumage
wet and in disarrav. The end of her tail was twisted downward and to one
side. and looked muddv and matted. Instead of fee diM she hudd led down with
closed eves. She then had what in a human wou Id have been ca lied a chi II •
After a few minutes she seemed to revive, and picked UP a few pieces of fine
cracked corn, iE!norine sunflower seeds. The male arrived, fed leisurelY,
then took her a few she lied sunf Io"er seeds which she accepted but did not eat.
The male then flew off. A few minutes later it was quite dark and the fe-
male had disappeared. The next mornine (Apr. 25) she was found dead under a
feeding table. She had a large brood patch. The male mate was not seen
aE!ain until May 20 when he showed UP with a new mate. II The Weeks also report
that thev've seen vouM Cardinals at Wallingford as earlv as mid-Julv and as
late as the latter part of September. "Several" Rose-breasted Grosbeaks were
reported from Duxbury on the very early date of Apr. 8 (HBD); if correct,
this probablY represents the earliest record ever. Individuals reached
SpriMfiel d bv Mav I (MEHa), Winha II bv Mav 2 (WJNh E. Fairf ie Id bv Mav 3
(SBh and Woodstock bv Mav 5 (SBl, JDU. Main the severe weather of Mav 8-
10 must have interrupted further proeress, as firsts were not seen at Hart­
ford (GFE) and Merck Forest (KN,AN) until Ilav 13, and Craftsburv until Mav 18
(FO). There was a fair buildup in southern areas Mav 10-20, with a high of
lion Mav 15 at Dummerston and Putnev (HA, fide lPM). Numbers seemed average
(2-5 per dav at BurliMton--WGEl. Earliest in 5 vears was an Indigo Bunting
~lav 5 at Vergennes (BPG,TCG). More normal were firsts Mav 15 at Brattleboro
(lPM), Mav 16 at Hartford (2--~IGE), May 19 at Burlington (WGE,BSE,ORE), and
Mav 20 at E. Fairfield (I--SB). Numbers seemed average (2-4 per dav at Bur­
lington) in good-habitati the hUh was 6+ on Mav 23 in Clarendon (lHP). A
ma Ie DICKCISSEL first located Mav 21 bv Tom Arnv of Amherst, t1A, remained
through The month, sinein£! in weedY fields near a farmhouse in Addison. Bruce
Peterson reported: "The sane, 'Dick, Dick, Dick', seems to me to be the
first nates of the usual Dickcissel sonl:! with the 'cissel' omitted. We looked
for fema Ies but saw none. I suspect that the bird is a first Year ma Ie doomed
to a summer of ce Iibacy. It t1anY other observers saw the bird (WS,BPG,h'GE,GFE).
Evenine Grosbeaks seemed scarcer· than usual to several observers. Final re­
ports from noo-breedine areas were: NaY 10, Brattleboro (LPMH May 16, 2 at
Winhall (WJNll and Mav 18, I at Craftsburv (FO). 8 were found Mav 21 at
Is Iand Pond (FO ,GFE,WGE,WS). Purp Ie Finches remained in better than average
numbers after their invasion the past winter. Hi.e!:h counts were 25 at Sprine­
field Apr. 5 (EEl. 30+ at Herrick's Cove Apr. 30 mCh and 20-30 dailv at
liinhall throughout the period (WJN). Birds were carrving nesting material at
Grafton State Forest Hav 5 (DC), and a nest with 3 eggs was found in Burling­
ton Mav 3 <liGE). Strangelv there were but 2 reports of House Finch: I fe­
male Apr. 3 at Brattleboro (fide lPI1l, and I male Apr. II at WalliMford mcw,
N\·M). Does this represent a setback in the species' steadY increase in Ver­
mont, 1972-19761 The severe cold of the past winter could have done it.
Pine Siskin reports were few and scattered over the entire season; the hieh
was ca. 30 at Huntington Apr. 17 (WGE,BSE,OREl. Quite earlv were voung found
on a nest at Plainfield Mav 3 (MFM). liinhall 's final report was I on Ilav 8
(VlJN) , and I was still in Woodstock Mav 27 (WGE>. After wintering in good
numbers, American Goldfinches were present in averaee or better concentra­
tions; hiehs were ca. 20 at S.prinefield Apr. 5 (EEh 50+ at Herrick's Cove
Apr. 30 CDC)' and 30-40 manv davs at Winhall (I~JN). Rufous-sided Towhee first
reports were, Apr. 15, Brattleboro (lPM); Apr. 20, Springfield (MEHall Apr.
21, Tinmouth (Gle) and Hartford (GFE); and Apr. 22, t1erck Forest (2--KN,AN)
and BurliMton (WGE,CRl. Burlington averaged 2-4 per day in habitat (WGE) ,
and the seasonal high was 15 on t1av 6 at Winhall (WJN). A bird was carrving
nestine material Apr. 21 at Tinmouth <GLe). Early Savannah Sparrows were
seen Mar. 17 at Stratton (I--WNh Apr. 2 at White River Jet. (2- GFE,WGE),
Apr. 10 at S. Barre (2--NFMh and Apr. 16 at Dead Creek (2--WJN). Numbers
we re considered ave raee at Bur Iineton (4-5 pe r day.:--:W.l3E)· but· down at CIaren­
don (LHP) and Grafton (DC). The scarce Grasshopper Sparrow was seen onlY
once, I with Savannahs Hav 8 in Burlington (WGE,CR). A first for these
sprine "Records", and rare anytime in Vermontr was a sine!:ine male HENSLOW'S
~ found bv Bill Norse 11av 31 at W. Rutland Marsh. As last spring, 9
reports of Vesper Sparrow were submitted, Apr. 3 (Addison--EH) to MaY 30,
from Bridport, Weathersfield, Burline!:ton, Panton, Comwall, and t4iddlebury.
The high was 3 on Mav 20 at Panton (WGE,BSE,ORE). Dark-eved Juncos overwin­
tered in eood numbers. Good concentrations of mierants were noted Apr. 2-8,
especiallY on Apr. 5 when Iie!:ht snow brouf!ht manY Juncos to feeders at $prine­
fie Id (IOO-EE), Grafton (50+--DCh and Woodstock (50+--VINS) and "thousands"
were seen in the BrClttleboro areCl (ASW). The LeBoutilliers recorded another
wave at Tinmouth Apr. 18-22 (GLe). The Tree Sparrow sprine!: f Iieht seemed
poor, with low numbers most areas and only I notable hieh, of 50+ on Apr. 5
at Woodstock (SBl et al). Final sightings as birds left the state "ere. 2
on APr. 14 at Winhall (liJN), 3 on Apr. 15 at Middleburv (~ISl. 2 on Apr. 17
at Brattleboro (lPI1), and I at BurliMton (WGE,CR) and 2 at SpriMfield (EEl
on Apr. 22. Chippine Sparrows reached Woodstock by Apr. 18 (EH), Brattleboro
bv Apr. 19 (2--lPMl. Winhall bv Apr. 21 (~IJNl. Springfield bv Apr. 22 (I--EE),
Burlington bv Apr. 22 (WGE,CRl. and 1·lontpelier bv Apr. 23 (MFI1). Numbers
seemed average (4-10 dailv at Burlington--WGEh with a high of 25 on Apr. 26
at Winhall (WJN). A pair were nest building on I'lav 18 at Craftsburv (FO).
After a few Narch Field Sparrow sie!:htines (see winte.r report), birds continued
to arrive in Apr.: Apr. 7, I at Ferrisbure (BPG,TCG); Apr. 9 at Bamard
ctIN\'I); Apr. 13,4 at Tinmouth (Gle); Apr. 15 at Middleburv (WS); Apr. 18, I
at BurliMton (WGE); and Apr. 20, I at Springfield (EE>. Burlington averaged
1-3 per dav (WGEh and Springfield had the seasonal high of 8 on Apr. 30 (EEl.
White-cro\iYled Sparrows arrived Apr. 29 at Chirmey Pt., L. Champlain (PClN);
Mav I at Clarendon (1--LHPli Mav 2 at 1'lalliMford (5--BCW), Burlington (2-­
BSE,OREh and ~Ierck Forest (I--KN,AN); 11av 7 at Springfield (3--EEl; and Mav9
at Plainfield (4--11FM). Addison listed its first "ave of migrants Hav 5-7
(AP,WS), while other areas as far north as Craftsbury had averaee or above
numbers peakiM Mav 8-16. Highs "ere 16 on May 13 at Panton (WGE,BSE,ORE)
and 10+ on Nav 15 at Chimnev PI. (PaN), Mav 18 at Tinmouth (GlE), Mav 19 at
WalliMford (BCW), tlav 20 at Panton (I--WGE,BSE,ORE), Ilav 21 at Plainfield
(2--MFHl. and Mav 23 at SpriMfield (I--EE). White-throated Sparrows winter­
ed in fair numbers in the southern halfi birds returned by Apr. 10 to S.
Barre (HFtll. Apr. II to Woodstock (CRP), Apr. 19 to Addison (AP), and Apr. 21
to Duxburv (HBDl and E. Fairfield (SB) and CraftsburY <DBr). Clarendon had a
high of 12+ on Apr. 21 (lHP), and other areas reported highs of 25-35 Apr.
26-30. A few Fox Sparrows appeared in t4arch, includinE! I on Mar. 19 at
Brattleboro (LPN) not mentioned in the winter report. Other area firsts we.re:
5 at SpriMfield APr. 5 (EEl. 4 at l1iddleburv Apr. 13 (WS), and 6-7 at Burling-
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CONTRIBUTORSton (the seasonal high count> APr. 14 (WGE). Numbers seemed a bit low, and
observers at Wallingford and Grafton were surprised to find none. Final re­
ports were. Apr. 17 at Brattleboro (LPHlt Apr. 16 at Winhall (I--WJN), and
APr. 22 at BurliMton (I--WGE). There were 3 reports of the scarce Lincoln's
Sparrow, I on Mav 9 at Winhall (WJNll I male present and singing on~
torY where it nested last vear at this editor's property in Craftsburv, Mav 16
onward (FO); and 9 in the Island Pond area Mav 21 (FO,GFE,WGE,WS). SwamP
Sparrows burst upon the sceno Apr. 17, with first reports from DUirmerston
(LPHh Grafton (1--DCh Winhall lI--WJNh and Burl ington (I--WGI!,BSE,ORE).
Highs were 10 on Mav 13 at Springfield (EE), 24 on Mav 21 from Island Pond to
Dead Creek (FO,GFE,WGE,WSl, and 10 on Mav 31 at W. Rut land Marsh (WJN). See
winter report for earlv Song Sparrows, which reached even northem Craftsburv
bv Mar. 29 <DBr fide FO). Numbers seemed high, as usual. "Bv end of April,"
Bettv Weeks noted at Wallingford, "resident singiM males had staked out about
6 territories on some 12 acres, and on Apr. 23 a female was seen carrving
nesting materia I." SoMs were carrYing nest materia I in E. Fairf ie Id Mav 5
(SBI, and 5 nestlings were seen at Woodstock Mav 25 (SBL et al). A final
flock of 16 Snow Buntings was going over, headiM north, on Apr. 4 at Crafts­
burv (FO).
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