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GEESE AND DUCKS
Good numbers of Canada Geese were on Champlain in

1ecember with 4,790 on the Fish and Game Department's
Jerhl Census (via TRM) the 7th. Some 583 remained
for the mid-winter inventory January 10. A flock was
found on Converse BaY for al I but three weeks of the
season with hiehs of 750+ December 31,450+ January

12, and 150+ February 2-22 (JJA). Six remained behind
the Burlineton Electric Co. throueh January 24 (WGE).
The onlY Snow Goose reported was found on the Champlain
Waterfowl Census December 7.

The 435 MallardS on the December 7 Census
had dwindled to 261bY January 10. Three (2 male, I
female) were observed on open water in South Newfane
December I I (BBo). A mixed raft of 164 Mallards and
Blacks was on Converse Bay January 16 with about 100
stil I present JanuarY 27 - February I (JJA). A sin~le

bird lin~ered at the Burlineton Electric Co. throueh
January 24 (WGE). Three birds at White River Junction
January 30 and aeain February 8 were the last of the
season (WGE). Black Ducks fol lowed the same pattern
as Mal lards with 584 on the December Census dropping
to 246 by January 10. The Ferrisbure CC set a new
high of 259 December 16. Those birds in the raft at
Converse Bay remained most of the season (JJA) while
a sinele lingered at the Burlineton Electric Co.
through January 24 (WGE). Six at White River Junction
January 30 were the last recorded (WGE). The rare
winter siehtine of a pair of Gadwal I at Oakledee,
Burlineton, January 3 (BSE,ORE) was the first recorded
in these "Winter Records." A pair of tardY Pintail,

!uncommon in Vermont durine this season, was found at
Thompson's Point, Charlotte, December 2 (JJA). Sixty
Redheads were tallied on the Champlain Waterfowl Cen­
sus, December 7, and a lone Rine-necked Duck was at
Burlington January 24 (WGE). Canvasback appeared on
Champlain in above average numbers with 3,600 on the
December 7 Census and 604 on the January inventory.
Some 2,000 birds were observed passing Appletree
Point, Burlineton, January 23 (fide BSE, ORE) and UP
to five (4 male) were found alone the Burlineton
waterfront throueh February 24 (BSE, ORE, HGW).
Ei~ht Greater Scaup were found on the Ferrisbure CC
December 16. January found seventeen at the Burlin~­

ton Electric Co. the 24th (WGE) while in February,
two were at Converse Bay on the first (JJA) and a
single male was at the Burlineton waterfront (ALG,
DPK, BSE, ORE) February 18, 24. The December 7
aerial surveY found 3,857 Scaup species on Champlain
with 500 on the January census. A Lesser Scaup was
found at the Burlineton Electric Co. January 24 (WGE).

Exce II ent numbers of Common GO,I deneye were on
Champlain with 9,075 on December 7 and 1,175 January
10. Burlineton produced 143 on January 24 (BSE, ORE,
WGE) while Converse Bay had 200+ on February I (JJA).
Twenty-three on the Saxtons River CC December 16, 5
at White River Junction January 17 (WGE) and nine at
Wei Is River January 20 (WGE) were noteworthY. Eight
Bufflehead were found on the Ferrisburg CC December
16 while Burlington set a new hieh of 35 the following
day. A pair of Oldsquaws was off Long Point, Ferris­
burg December 19 (MJM) with singles at AI len's Point,
Shelburne December 20 (MJM) and Burlington January
24 (WGE). Four White-winged Seaters were in the area
of the Ferrisbure CC December 16 with one present at
Converse Bay January 5 (JJA). Surf Scoters were found
on both the Ferrisbure and Burlington CC's with 3 and
I respectively. Two widespread Hooded Mereanser re­
ports came from the Ferrisbure CC (2) December 16 and
Woodvil Ie (7) along the Connecticut River January 19
(WGE). Common Mergansers were found on open water,

\'\

, The season which be~an with avera~e December
weather soon chanted for the worse with a heavY snow­
fall in January and one of the coldest (to -30")
Februarys in history.

The scarcity or total lack of many of our re~ular

winterin~ species was able to be overlooked, somewhat,_
", ,with the inf Iux of rarities such as the LITTLE GULL, \~'\

\\){,'BLACK GUILLEMOT and HAWK OWL to name a few. It was
,: also some consolation to find that a total of seven-.,

teen new species highs were set by Audubon Christmas
Counts in December. The reader will find a summary of ()~\

Christmas Counts is now included with the winter rec-~
ords. o\<;'(:'.pc.'/

As a seasonal editor, I find it necessary, once
again, to remind al I that details are the most impor­
tant part of the evaluation of unusual species and
make the difference whether a record is accepted or
rejected. If a rare species is found, please contact
VINS immediatelY, and Jot down your detailed observa­
tions at once.

HERONS
-------Great Blue Herons continue to lineer into the
Winter season with sineles reported from Plainfield
December I (MFM), Charlotte December 6 (JJA), Burline­
ton December 17, and North Springfield December 28 ­
January 4 (EE, JPe, REP). The Dorset area reported a
winterin~ bird for the third Year in a row (BKI fide
NS) - a demanding feat for the species considerine
the severity of the last few winters.

LOONS A~ID GREBES
A single Common Loon was off Thompson's Point,

Charlotte, December 7 (JJA). The seasonal high of
seventeen was recorded the weekend of December 16, 17
bY the Ferrisburg (13) and Burlineton (4) Audubon
Christmas Counts (CC's). Two were observed from the
Shelburne BaY Fishing Access December 19, 20 and 22
and a lone bird was off Lone Point, North Ferrisbur~

December 20 and 24 (MJM, SAM). One on Converse Bay,
January 4 was the last of the season (JJA). A single
Red-necked Grebe (rare in Vermont at any season) was
found by the Ferrisburg CC December 16. Above averaee
numbers of Horned Grgbe lingered on Champ lain into
December with the Ferrisburg CC settine a record high
of 131 and Burlineton addine another 21 the followine
daY. Seventeen were at Allen's Point, Shelburne,
December 20 (MJM) With the final bird at Blodeett's
Beach, Burlington, January 24 (WGE).
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DOVES
------ROCK DOVES totaled 3,765 on Christmas Counts as
theY continue to flourish. Good numbers of Mournine
Doves were present at feeders throuehout the season
with an even 1,000 recorded on CC's in December.

Champlain CC's with 113 still present at Burlineton
January 24 (WGE). Three birds were found at East
Montpelier on December 4 (MFM) and one was in Plain­
field January 20 (MFM). Sixty-two Bonaparte's Gul Is
on the Ferrisbury CC were the only birds reported for
the season. A LITTLE GULL found on the Ferrisbure CC
became the state's first winter record for the species.
A BLACK GUILLEMOT, appeared on Champlain for the second
consecutive winter but this time appeared on the Ver­
mont side at Oakledee, Burlineton,December 22 (BSE,
ORE, WGE, NE, BF), to become the state's first winter
record and second state record.

BLACK GUILLEMOT

I
photo bY J. David LauehlinHAWK OWL

OWLS
A BARN OWL seen flYine over a field near the

MiddleburY-Cornwal I town line (BBP) became the state's
second winter record. Nine Screech Owls were found on
the Ferrisbur~ CC December 16 for a new state count
record. Burlineton was able to add another bird the
fol lowine day. One was found at St. Albans January 20
(WRB, MJM) and on February 5 the Addison County Humane
Society was called to "rescue" a bird from the Middle­
bury Episcopal Church. Sinele Great Horned Owls were
recorded on the Saxtons River, Bennineton, Burlineton,
Island Pond and Sprinefield CC's with a new hieh of 6
at the Ferrisbure count December 16. One was cal line
at Woodstock December 29 and January I (JMN) and a
pair were heard at Rupert December 20 (DWS). A nest­
ine pair was present at Thompson's Point, Charlotte,
throuehout the period (JJA). Sinele SnowY Owls were
recorded from Burlineton (via FCH) January 6, Barre
(MCH et.al.) January 23-29, and East Montpelier Janu­
ary 29 (MFM). Vermont was fortunate to have a rare
visit from a HAWK OWL at Westford from December 24
throueh the end of the period (remainine until March
22) (MUM, SAM m.ob.). The bird remained in a fixed
area, usuallY observed perched at the top of trees

TURKEY THROUGH PHEASANT
By now the Turkey explosion is old hat to most

but it is still interestine to see how rapidly this is
occurrin~. Last year 85 birds were reported durine
the winter season. This year's final tally stands at
over 270 individuals. A sinele Spruce Grouse on the
Island Pond CC December 23 was the onlY bird for the
period. Althou~h Ruffed Grouse were considered less
common than durine the ,previous Year bY many, the
Grafton Wildlife Project showed the species to be up.
Rine-necked Pheasants were reported from Guilford,
Woodstock (JWe), Plainfield, Rutland, Burlineton (JJA) and
Converse Bay, Ferrisbure (JJA) where the latter was ob­
served runnine between islands with the temperature at -lOG.

COOT THROUGH GULLS
A sinele American Coot was found on the Burline­

ton CC for the second year in a row. Three Glaucous
Gul Is and two Iceland Gul Is were at the Burlineton
waterfront January 24 (WGE, GPG, WS, AP). Both of
these species are becomine reeular winter visitors to
this locale. Great Black-backed Gul Is were in eood
numbers on Champlain throueh January with 18 and 21
on the Ferrisbur~ and Burlineton CC's and a hieh of
50 at the Burlineton breakwater January 24 (WGE, GPG).
Herrine Gul Is were in averaee numbers alone the lake
with 788 on the Ferrisbure and Burlineton counts with
a hieh of 700+ at Burlineton January 24 (WGE). Four
birds on the Connecticut River at Bel lows Falls De­
cember )6 (DC, DPK, SBL et.al.) were the onlY others
reported. There were 1,402 Rine-billed Gulls on the

HAWKS AND EAGLES
There were fourteen Goshawks reported for the

season with seven of these found on December CC's.
Of the fourteen Sharp-shinned Hawks reported, over
half were found in the vicinity of feeders. The Win­
hal I CC set a new hieh with two on a sin~le count.
Cooper's Hawks were found on the Saxtons River and
Bennineton CC's December 16 while a third was at Bur­
lineton for a number of days in earlY February (BSE,
ORE). The onlY other report was a possible Cooper's
at Tinmouth on January 4 (GTL).

Red-tailed Hawk numbers were down for the season,
particularlY in the Champlain ValleY where there was
a reported low in the Microtus. Of the 57 birds re­
ported 40 were observed in the southern half of the
state. Roueh-Ie~eed Hawks were equally scarce with
onlY ten reported. With the exception of sinele
birds at West Rupert December 3 (DWS) and the Bennine­
ton CC December 16, all siehtines were from the Cham­
plain Valley.

At least one adult Bald Eaele was on Champlain
durin~ December beine observed once in the Burlin~ton

area and on December 20, 22 and 24 at Lon~ Point,
Ferrisbur~ (MJM). A GYRFALCON was observed leavin~ an
East Craftsbury feeder December 31 (FO, JW) and studied
for a time in a nearbY tree. UnfortunatelY, a second
possible siehtine of this exceptionallY rare species
in East Plainfield December 22 and 26 lacked sufficient
details. On December 19 a possible Merlin was observed
flYin~ fast and low over a road and pasture in Tin­
mouth (GTL) and one was observed in Plainfield durine
the count period in December. Twelve American Kestrels
were found on CC's in December and sinele birds were
observed at Shelburne December 24 (MJM), Bridport
January 7 (SBL, JDL, HWS) , Pittsford February 3 (NLM)
and Brattleboro February 25 (MFM).

throu~hout the state, durin~ the season. NoteworthY
were 1,556 and 593 found on the December 7, January 10
Champlain Surveys. An influx of this species had
be~un bY February I, with hi~hs of 100+ at Converse
Bay February I (JJA) and 58 at White River Junction
February 15 (WGE). Both the Ferrisbur~ (9) and Bur­
lin~ton (I) CC's recorded Red-breasted Mer~ansers with
a sinele bird at Oakledee, Burlin~ton (BSE, ORE) Janu­
ary 22 the onlY other reported.
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KINGFISHER AND WOODPECKERS
Thirteen Belted Kinefishers were tal lied on six

CC's with hiehs of 4 apiece at Bennineton and Rutland.
SinE!le birds were also observed at Plainfield December
17 (LNM). BridE!ewater Corners December 21 (IAR). South
Pomfret January 17 (JLB) and Woodstock January 20 (SBL.
JDL). HardY Common Flickers continue to winter in the
Champlain Val ley. Two were found on the FerrisburE! CC
December 16 and one remained in North FerrisburE!
throuehout the season feedine on Sumac and Red Cedar
(JID. MCD). Three birds overwintered at Cornwall (BBP)i
a lone bird visited feeders in North Pomfret December 3
and 4 (RHA) and two were at a feeder in Pomfret for the
week of December 29 (CK). Pileated Woodpeckers seem to
be doine wei I with 49 beinE! reported statewide. 35 of
which were found on the December CC's. A RED-BELLIED
WOODPECKER which showed UP at a Stratton feeder at
Christmas and remained throuehout the period (AJD) was
only Vermont's second record ,(the first record in the
winter of 1971 was also from the southeast corner of
the state). HairY Woodpeckers remain in eood numbers
with 31S on December CC's and two the averaee at most
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CHRISTMAS COUNTS

WINTER, 1978-1979

from Which it fed on mice in the surroundin~ area.
The bird seemed unafraid of humans. allowine for nu­
merous pictures bY spectators. A second bird reported
from Benson January 24 unfortunately lacked the details
required for confirmation. The most recent record of
the species in Vermont was a specimen taken in Milton
the winter of 1962.

No less than eiehteen Barred Owls were reported
for the season includine ten on December CC's. The
winter 1978-79 wil I be noted for the ereatest invasion
of GREAT GRAY-OWLS to date with wei lover 100 birds
beine rec::ordeathrou~hout New Eneland. At least two
birds were observed in Vermont. these at Waitsfield
January 20. 21 and 30 (via HGW) and Enosbure Fal Is
January 20 (CL via FCH). The last influx recorded was
4-6 in Colchester. Mal lets BaY in 1956 (R. Spear).
Previous to that 5 were found in 1907. A Boreal Owl.
althoUE!h not found in Vermont. located just across the
river in Monroe. New Hampshire,on January 16. was
worthY of note. The tinY Saw-whet Owl was found on
the FerrisburE! CC December 16. Other birds were re­
ported from AscutneY February 16 (via EE) and West
Brattleboro (via LPM).
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feeders throu~hout the season. Downy Woodpeckers were
also present in avera~e numbers at feeders with 354
showin~ UP on Christmas Counts. The onlY Black-backed
Three-toed Woodpecker of the season was found on a
campin~ trip in Lewis January 9 (CN, PSh).

LARK THROUGH CREEPER
Horned Larks appeared in onlY smal I scattered

flocks for the second Year in a row. Twelve were
found in Burlin~ton on December I (WGE) and onlY 63
were totaled on the Bennin~ton, Ferrisbur~ and Brattle­
boro CC's in mid December. Flocks were found in Febru­
ary at West Pawlet and PoultneY (fide NS) with a hi~h

of 45 at New Haven February 18 (ALG, DPK). The Island
Pond CC set a new hi~h for Gray Jay (I I) for the sec­
ond year in a row. Two birds were found in Lewis
January 10, II (PSh, CN) and a sin~le bird was seen
at West Haven January 14 (FSA). Sin~les also moved
as far south as Arlin~ton, January 25 (MB), Sprin~field,

February 8 (EHa) and Shaftsbury, February I I (NS).
Elu!! JjlY numhers were way UP this year with 5,295 on
Christmas Counts and Sprin~field settin~ a new hi~h of
776. The unusual si~ht of a Jay kil lin~ chickadees
was observed on a number of occasions in Plymouth
(FHe) and at a South Newfane feeder one was observed
feedin~ on an E. Grosbeak which had been kil led bY a

..".,-.,TA' I~1f)J)/lnLL~';:,, __ 1~"7Ic:l "\,~~ IIO.{)(".J 'On.,,, L!flI,;. Q{'k 2,9 31 ~825.. Fld~Q4I~:75",::0;c:ly.I-+~:>'<1:,-,II R"+,,2.'::':~="1,,,,'I3;r.I~O'~1 ':)
·ToTA\..'!l.PE.C.IES 4-03'7 'G3.~ 26 ;<<.. 3330-3' 34- 3(" Zg ICff1 -l--/_Ci

L_--'_....::l*i:..!:R~tC£):2.!R~O~~H\G~;H~!S:w._.....J'--_.wl'=l::.o-.=I-L!c.::!O~'Ll::!!J!..T.L...J::P~R;"!IO~DL.!'!",b2.11~R",,M,!3-.-.JL-_.L-_-L..._-r-..lol.,;'k'","o rIJ r c·_I
Sharp-shinned Hawk (BBo). The Co~mon Raven continues
its ran~e expansion with numbers increasin~ yearly.
This year an even hundred birds were found on five
CC's with hi~hs of 29 and 28 at Plainfield and Crafts­
burY-Greensboro respectively. Birds were also re­
ported from Berlin (BBu), Bethel (WGE), West Castleton
JVF), Westford (MJM), South Strafford (HR), Woods-
vii Ie (WGE), South Newfane - hi~h 4 - (BBo), Tinmouth
(GTll, Winhall (WJN) and finallY Dorset (RuS), where
seven were observed doin~ aerial acrobatics over Green
Peak. Common Crows were in avera~e numbers throu~hout

the state. There were 1,833 onCC's in December and a
hi~h of 253 was found on a day of birdin~ in the upper
Connecticut Val leY January 20 (WGE).

Black-capped Chickadee numbers were hi~h this
winter with some 5,445 bein~ tal lied on Christmas
Counts alone and Plainfield settin~ a new hi~h of 829
on a sin~le count. A partially albino bird was ob­
served frequentlY throu~hout the season in Burke
Hoi low (DHM). FortY-five Boreal Chickadees were found
on the Island Pond (12), Plainfield (I) and CraftsburY
(32) CC's while sin~les were found at Cabot December I
(LNM), Plainfield January 13 (MFM), Jericho January
27 (FBI), and Warren February 15 (BK). There is no
doubt that the Tufted Titmouse is here to staY with
65 individuals showin~ UP on ten of the twelve CC's
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(Craftsbury and Island Pond found them absent) in
December and 92 beine tal lied on the February Census.
The Brattleboro CC set a new state record with 33 on
December 30. Birds have now moved as far north as
Plainfield (sineles December I and February 28 - MFM),
in the central part of the state, with siehtines
north to Barnard, in the Connecticut River Val ley and
Burlineton, alone Champlain. White-breasted Nut­
hatches appeared in averaee numbers (443 on CC's) with
1-2 a day at feeders the horm. A hieh of 6 was found
at a South Newfane feeder throuehout the period (BBo).
Red-breasted Nuthatches, on the other hand, showed a
slieht decline fol lowine two very eood Years. OnlY
127 birds were found on CC's with hiehs of 34 and 35
at Plainfield and Craftsbury respectivelY. The retir­
ine Brown Creeper showed UP in eood numbers for the
season with 44 on CC's (19 at Ferrisbure) and an addi­
tional thirteen reported from Woodstock, Lyndon Center,
Pomfret, Bethel, South Newfane, Newbury, Hartford,
Marshfield and Plainfield (NLM, JMN, DHM, RoS, JHa,
BBo, WGE, LNM, MFM).

MOCKERS
Fol lowine the pattern set bY Cardinals and Tit­

mice, Mockinebirds are rapidly establishine themselves
in the state. Thirteen were found on six CC's and
eleven were stil I around for the Census in February.
The present front for the species appears to be Rut­
land with a few birds continuine north alone the
Champlain Val leY. Sinele Brown Thrashers lineered
for the Plainfield and Sprinefield CC's December 30
and 31.

THRUSHES
Althoueh American Robin numbers were down con­

siderablY on CC's (32) a sinele bird at Craftsbury
February 14 mWB. fide MFM), 16 at Charlotte February
6 (JJA) and a flock of UP to 40 late mierants which
remained at North Ferrisbure (feedine on Red Cedar,
apples and Sumac) throuehout the period (MCD, JID)
were noteworthY. A pair of hardY Eastern Bluebirds
were found huntine for insects on the clapboards of a
house in Brattleboro on January I (fide LPM).

KINGLET THROUGH WARBLER
Golden-crowned Kinelet numbers, which have been

way down for a number of Years, were eiven a shot' in
the arm when 100 birds (three times the previous state
hieh) was tal lied on the CraftsburY-Greensboro CC
January I. An additional 42 were found on the Bennine­
ton (I), Winhall (2), Island Pond (17), Woodstock (8),
Plainfield (II), and Sprinefield (3) CC's, with the
onlY other report two individuals at Lyndon Center
February 16 (DHM). A lone Bohemian Waxwine was found
on the Burlineton CC December 17. A hieh of 40 birds
were observed feedine in a Cabot apple tree January 5
(BEC) and for the fourth year in a row UP to 38 (after
the period the number rose to 80) birds returned to
the same Cornwall locale (BBP). A maximum of 170+
Cedar Waxwines was found in Burlineton December 6
(WGE) and flocks were seen in the Charlotte (JJA),
North Ferrisbure (JID, MCD) area throuehout the period
(with a hieh of 140+ in Charlotte February 6).
Sprinefield was the onlY other locale reportine the
species with i sinele bird on its December 31 CC.
The Northern Shrike made a eood showine fol lowine last
year's exceptional numbers (75+). Twenty-nine were
recorded on CC's (Ferrisbure had a record hieh of 9)
and ,an additional 15 were recorded from that many
locales. As usual the Starline continues to pro­
liferate with 6,075 on CC's and a Yellow-rumped
Warbler lineered in the Brattleboro area lone enoueh
to be counted December 30.

HOUSE SPARROW THROUGH ICTERIDS
Like the Starline the House Sparrow continues to

flourish (5,705 on CC's). Four Eastern Meadowlark

found in Walpole, New Hampshire on the Saxtons River
CC were the onlY birds recorded. A number of lineer­
ine Red-wineed Blackbirds showed UP on the Bennineton
(I), Burlineton (26) and Woodstock (2) CC's While a
handful of others were present at feeders in Wells,
Westford and Plainfield (NS, MJM, SAM, MFM) throueh
December. Four Rusty Blackbirds at Island Pond Decem­
ber 23 became the first for that Christmas Count and
the onlY birds of the season. Above averaee numbers
of Common Grackles (46) appeared on Christmas Counts
in December with a hieh of 30 at Bennineton on the
16th. Brown-headed Cowbird numbers remain low un­
doubtedlY due to the closine of many farms. OnlY 197
were tal lied on nine CC's (Hanover CC added an addi­
tional 12) and onlY a handful of birds were reported
from Mt. Hoi IY (AEB), South Newfane (BBo), Plainfield
(MFM) and Winhall (WJN).

FRINGILLIDS
Excel lent numbers of Cardinals wintered in the

state with 258 on CC's in December and 530+ on the
February Census. A bird was heard sineine at Wood­
stock on February 12 (JMN). A Rose-breasted Grosbeak
was an unexpected visitor at a South ROYalton feeder
(JMC, EES). Evenine Grosbeaks were in averaee num­
bers for the season with flocks of 25-50 birds not
uncommon. There were 6,329 individuals on CC's with
Plainfield settine a new hieh of 1,583. A South New­
fane feeder was invaded bY a flock of 100+ birds De­
cember 10 which fortunately for the owners soon
dropped back to 25-50 (BBo) and an albino bird was a
visitor at a Castleton feeder a number of times in
late February (ETA). OnlY a handful (74) of Purple
Finch could be found on CC's. With few exceptions
most arrived at feeders in late January - earlY Febru­
ary where theY were present sporadicallY for the re­
mainder of the season. Pine Grosbeaks staeed an
invasion for the first time in many years with 1,084
on CC's and flocks of 100+ common. On January 31 a
trip between Woodstock and Barnard produced 400+
individuals with one flock of around 200 (SBL, ALG).
House Finches are becomine more common in Vermont and
the winter is no exception. The Bennineton CC set a
new hieh of 10 while Ferrisbure and Brattleboro pro­
duced one and two respectivelY. A sinele Hoary Red­
~ was recorded at Plainfield on January 4 (LNM),
while onlY a few scattered reports of Common Redpol Is
(1-5 from South Woodstock, Plainfield, Woodstock,
Burlineton, Winhal I and White River Junction - IMS,
LNM, MFM, JMN, WGE, WJN, JJ) came in. Of the 60
birds recorded on three CC's in December, Burlineton
produced 54. Pine Siskins were few and far between
with onlY sporadic visits to feeders (60 birds for
the entire season) and onlY 49 on CC's (40 of which
came from Sprinefield). Hiehs of 40 at Plainfield
(MFM) and 30+ at Burlineton (BSE, ORE) in February
were noteworthY. While American Goldfinch were pres­
ent in respectable numbers (flocks of 20-50) in most
areas, theY seem to have staeed a mini-invasion into
the Champlain Val leY, where a flock of 105+ at Char­
lotte December 17 (JJA) and one of 1,000-1,500 at
Cornwall in January (BBP) were recorded. Also some
768 birds (Ferrisbure set a new hieh of 531) of the
total 1,372 on CC's were recorded here. A flock of
13 (3 male, 10 female) White-winl.'!ed Crossbills at
Bethel January 15 (CM) was the onlY crossbill report
of the season.

A tardY Rufous-sided Towhee made a COUPle of
visits to a Brownsvil Ie Center feeder the latter part
of December (DoB). A handful of Dar'k-eyed Juncos
(58) were present for December CC's with the first
sprine arrivals at West Arlineton February I I (LSR,
DGR) and Tinmouth Februa ry 13 (GTU • Tree Sparrows
continue to decline with onlY 604 showinl.'! UP for CC's
and onlY a scatterine of reports. Once al.'!ain the
Saxtons River CC produced a Chippine Sparrow, unusual
here in winter. A Field Sparrow linl.'!ered for the
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December 16 Ferrisburrl CC and two overzea Ious mlerams
were found in Ludlow FebruarY 16 (AEB). Twenty-six
White-throated Sparrows were found on eirlht CC' sand
an addi tiona I pair visited a South Newfane feeder in
December (BBo). February found a scatterine of reports
from Burl ineton (BSE. ORE). Bridrlewater Corners (GHB),
West Arl inrlton (NS) and Fair Haven (MGr). Fox $par­
.t:J!li!!. were found Iineerinrl at Rochester December 9-14
(HB) and PI ainf ie Id December II (MFM), and an unex­
pected Swamp Sparrow was found on the Burl ineton CC
December 17. ThirtY-eieht Sonrl Sparrows were found
on 7 CC's and at least one bird (a sinrlle bird at
Bethel for its fifth Year - JHa) overwintered. The
onlY Lapland Lonrlspurs reported for the season were
two. with a flock of Horned Larks. in the WeYbridrle
area February 18 (ALG. DPK). Modest numbers of Snow
Buntings were found throughout the period with highs
of 700-1,000 in Ferrisburrl December 26 (MCD, JID) and
300+ in the same area on January 3 (MJM).
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