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The springs of 1976 and 1977 were generally early,
with many earliest-ever arrival dates; the spring of
1978 was considered late. This was the spring, appro­
priately and at last, that returned more or less to
normal. A majority of migrant species returned about
when expected since the weather was generally mild, each
month's mean temperature was only sl ightly above average,
and few storms or wet frontal systems Intervened to seri­
ously back up migration. There were, however, some in­
teresting weather effects and a truly remarkable number
of rare species seen.

The rapid melting and subsiding of rivers in March
provided few stopover habitats for waterfowl here and
allowed them to move quickly through Vermont to the
open waters of breeding areas farther north. As a re­
sult, waterfowl migration seemed quite poor. Landbird
migrants took advantage of the mi ld March weather to
move back in good numbers.

Though the first two weeks of April averaged a bit
cooler and wetter than usual, the weather was not bad
enough to hold back a vanguard of the migrants due at
that time, and the weather was mild and favorable for
migration after the 21st. A few early arrival records
were set.

The first week of May was again a bit cooler than
normal, with winds adverse to migration and with four
days of precipitation at Burl ington. Birds seemed to be
only trickl ing in. Then on May 8th the winds shifted to
the south, bringing a flood of warm air (up to 92°F at
Burl ington on the 9th) and a flood of migrants. Many
observers reported good pushes May 7-11; notes I wrote
on the 9th are representative: "Suddenly yesterday ­
with the onset of the first really warm weather and co­
inciding almost exactly with the first bursting out of
leaves and catkins from their buds - the migrants begin
to pour in, all in a rush." May records of WORM-EATING
WARBLER and YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER, both southerly
species very rare in Vermont, were probably produced by
the "overshoot" phenomenon, when migrating landbirds
ride such a wave of warm air too far north.

It is difficult to account for the veritable flood
of rare shorebirds reported, including the state's third
WILLET and fourth WHIMBREL. In addition, Black-bellied
Plover, Wilson's and Northern Phalaropes, and most of
the more usual species made it the best spring for shore­
birds in recent memory. The pages of the following re­
port are I iberally sprinkled with other rarities, in­
cluding a well-described Golden Eagle; Hawk Owl, Great
Gray Owl, and Red-bell ied Woodpecker left over from
winter; and a suspiciously late Northern Three-toed
Woodpecker.

Populations of birds fluctuate often and for a wide
variety of reasons, and by no means are all reductions
terminal. Nonetheless, we should attempt to monitor
species believed down. The following were reported in
lower than usual numbers: Pied-billed Grebe, Cattle
Egret, American Bittern, Broad-winged Hawk, Barred Owl,
Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Eastern Phoebe, Alder Fly­
catcher, Winter Wren, Long-billed Marsh Wren, Hermit
Thrush, Eastern Bluebird, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Logger­
head Shrike, Eastern Meadowlark, Rusty Blackbird, Vesper
Sparrow, Tree Sparrow, Field Sparrow, and White-crowned

\
WILSON'S PHALAROPE

CORMORANT AND ~/ADI NG BIRDS
The Double-crested Cormorant, scarce in spring,

was reported twi ce: 1 on May 8 at Button Bay (WJN) and
7 on May 26 at Maidstone (LNM, .MCH). Early reports of
Great Blue Herons, which may have overwintered, were
singles March 5 at Barnard (MLW) and March 30 at Cornwall
(AP). Most areas recorded fi rst arrivals between the
first and third weeks of April, and numbers seemed av­
erage. Green Herons were reported in small numbers, as
usual, from April 23 on. With only 'one report, the
Cattle Egret was down drastically from the last three
springs: 1 seen May 12, North Ferrisburg (JID, I~CD).

It would be interesting to know if this represents a
decl ine in the species' Lake Champlain breeding pop­
ulation or some curious lapse in observer coverage.

LOONS AND GREBES
A Common Loon April 8 on Lake Champlain (WS, CSz,

RRo) was the fi rst seen, after wh i ch 37 were reported
for the season. Concentrations of 7 on Kent Pond, Sher­
burne (WGE, GFE) and of lIon Woodward Reservoi r, Plym­
outh (SBL, LHP, BLR) on May 26 were unusual for spri ng
migration. The one record of Red-necked Grebe (4 on
Lake Bomoseen, MWG,BJG) was about par for the season.
Only 2 Horned Grebes were reported: 1 on Apri 1 I at
Burl ington (BSE, ORE) and 1 on April 29 at Barre Reser­
voi r (LNM). Curious indeed was the complete absence of
Pied-billed Grebe reports. This editor made a special
search of Lake Memphremagog, where they are usually back
and breeding by late April, and could find none.

*Managing Editor's Note:
A task for the newly created State Records Committe

apparently should be to review previously published
state records and agree on their status. According to
the records listed in Spear's Birds of Vermont and rec
ords previously published in Records of Vermont Birds,
this spring's Willet is the !o~rth state record; the
Whimbrel the fifth; the Wilson's Phalarope the seventh;
anef-the Yello'W"'f:.hiOa ted Warbler the fifth.

Sparrow.
Numbers of the following species were considered up

this year (some are clearly on a longer range climb):
Turkey Vulture, Eastern Kingbird, Willow Flycatcher,
Tufted Titmouse, Mockingbird, American Robin, Blue-gray
Gnatcatcher, Bobolink, Northern Oriole, Rose-breasted
Grosbeak, and House Finch.

Poor weather on May 21 hampered both Big Day teams,
but the south (Doug Kibbe, Annette Gosnell, Don Clark,
and Whit Nichols) managed to edge out the north (Frank
Oatman, George and Walter Ellison, Wayne Scott) for the
first time, 123 species to 122.

FRANK OATMAN, SEASONAL EDITORMARCH - 31 MAY



Three Great Egrets ~"ere reported: 1 the \'/eek of Apr! 1 27 at Springfield
(GK et al.); Ion May 12 at Panton (APt MeD, JID , et al.), and I In southern
Vermont May 26 (COK, DeC). For the third spring in a rOI'l , a single SNOWY
EGRET "as seen - Ion April 21 at Springfield (Gladys Kidder et a1.). Small
numbers of 81ack-crO\'lned N'1ht Herons were reported, beginning ~"ith 1 on
April 17 at West Woodstock SMa). All other reports \-/ere from the Champlain
Valley, As usual the Least Bittern \'/as found only at West Rutland Marsh, I·lith
2 on May 26 (SBl, IIGE, GFE). American Bitterns first appeared April 24 (2)
at lake Borroseen (JRC) and April 25 (I) at lIinhall (IIJN) , after "hlch there
",ere scattered reports, apparently in 10'.'/er than usual numbers, especially so
In the northeastern part of the state.

IIATERFOIIl
---canada Geese probably overwintered, \·11 th up to 200 at Converse Bay, lake
Champlain from early March (JJA)j but most areas reported first migrants
March 17 - April 3. The only notable count was 1,000 on April 8 at Weybridge
(WS, CSz, RRo). Snow Geese ~'/ere reported in small numbers March 20 - May 12,
"Ith a high count of only 125+ (at Craftsbury April 12, JII). By nOl'1 Vermont­
ers should be accustomed to rather drastic seasonal fluctuations In numbers
of geese seen. This spring1s 10\'/ counts - in contrast to the highs of 1978 ­
were probably produced by poor vie~·ling conditions for observers (overcast
skies) and little lingering In Vermont by the geese, rather than by reduc-
tions in Canada and $no\'/ Goose populations. It is also possible that in
certain years the geese move north by routes that largely bypass the state.
Mallards and Black Ducks began to move back in numbers the last \'Ieek in Harch,
as expected, though they did not reach the Craftsbury area unti 1 Apri I 3
(FO, JW). Numbers of each species seemed about normal, with highs April 8
of 100 Mallards and 150 Blacks In the Champlain Valley (liS, CSz, RRo).
Eleanor Ellis reports that she saw fe\'Jer Black and Mallard hybrids this
spring than last, but other\'lise data on hybridization were lacking. Mallards
had young by l1ay 31 at lake l1emphremagog (FO) and Blacks by May 26 at lIest
Rutland Marsh (SBL). For the first spring since 1973, no Gadv/alls \'/ere re­
ported. Pinta 11 s were recorded Ma rch 17 to May 6, \'Ii th hi ghs of 50 on the
lemon Fair flarch 17 and 22 (JSA). A"ay from the Champlain Valley, Pintails
\'/ere reported only from Springfield, Herrick1s Cove, and Nelt/bury. Cornv/a11
had a few Green-winged Teal as early as the 2nd \'/eek of March, though no
numbers unt i 1 the Lemon Fa i r opened up aga i n the week of March 18 (AP). A
scattering of late March to early Apri 1 fi rst reports came in from across
southern Vermont. Though migration continued at least unti I April 25, no
concentrations greater than 6 to 8 birds were reported. Blue-winged Teal
were first seen March 2~ at Grafton and Springfield and March 25 at Corm'/all,
after \'1'hich there were only scattered reports of small numbers through early
May except for one notable concentration of ~5 on the Connecticut River near
Ne'vbury on Apr i I 16 (Tl). A nes t ,·iI th II eggs \'Ias found May 31 at lake
Memphremagog (FO et a1.). The American Wigeon had its·poorest Verrnont shOl'I­
ing in at least 6 springs: only 16 birds \'/ere reported In 5 sightlngs, March
31 to May 12. It Is not surprising that the usually uncommon Northern
Shoveler \'1as reported only 3 times this lousy year for \'/aterfol-'l1 - April 8,
'lit05at lIeybr Idge (liS, CSz, RRo): May I, 5 at Sa Ii sbury (liS); and May 12,
2 at Oead Creek (AP). A pair of lIood Ducks Ilarch 15 at Vernon (BBo)
vlere the earliest ever reported. Several areas had firsts April 7 - 17,
though migration apparently peaked around mid-April, \,J!th highs of 50 on
April 14 at Springfield MeadO'ls (SBl, AlG, OPK) and 15 on April 16 at New
bury (TL). Norse considered Woodies scarce In the Wlnhall area, but Oatman
found numbers stilI slovl1y cl imblng in the Black and Barton river systems.
The Redhead, unreported the last 2 spring seasons, was seen once: Apri I 13
at Button Bay (no number given, KAF). Ring-necked Ducks \'/ere down this
spring, with only 9 sightings received, April 8 to April 29. Highs were 30+
at lake Borroseen April 18 (JRC) and 12 at Mubbardton April 28 (SBl et al.).­
Converse Bay In Charlotte had 1-4 Canvasbacks March 25 - Apr i I 3 (JJA).
There \'/as only one other report, 20-25 in Button Bay April 8 (WS, CSz, RRo).
Greater Scaups ~'/ere seen on March 25 and Aprl I 2 at Converse Bay, Charlotte
(4 each time - JJA) and on Apri I 29 on lake Bomoseen (3 seen, JRC). lesser
Scaup \'/ent unreported for the first spring In 6 years. Common Go1deneye5
apparently overwintered and may have migrated through early, as spring re­
ports (scattered beh'/een March 20 and Aprl I 21) \'/ere few and of very Im'/
numbers, with a paltry 23 maximum on March 25 at Converse Bay (JJA). A
Bufflehead March 10 at the mouth of the Winooski (BSE, ORE) was early, after
\'/hich the species was reported in small numbers March 25 to Hay 8, for a
total of 28+ for the season. There \'Jere 2 reports of Oldsquaw - I on Aprl I
8 at Oakledge In Burlington (BSE, ORE) and I on April 25 at Glen lake, Fair
Haven (BJG, MIIG). A flock of 4 IIHITE-IIINGEO SCOTERS seen May 31 on lake
Memphremagog I s South Bay by Frank Oatman represents a qu I te Iate record of a
species rare In spring. The Black Scoter, also rare in spring, ~'/as reported
t\'lice: 11 males on May I at Green River Reservoir (LNM) and 12-13 (5 males,
rest females) on May 21 at Lapham Bay, Shoreham (DPK, OC, liON, AlG). Also
unusual \,/as a male RUDDY DUCK, a rare species any season in Vermont, re­
ported March 31 at Hartland by Eleanor S~'/aim; If correct, this represents the
earl iest record for the state. Only 8 Hooded Mergansers were reported,
March 24 through the end of Hay, as bi rds moved to breeding areas In Vermont
and farther north. Common Mergansers, \'/hich oven'/Intered, began a movement
into Vermont In February. They were reported in good numbers from many
areas through Hay 23, ~'/I th maximum counts of 50-55 on March 24 at Charlotte
(JJA) and of 10 along mid-lake Champlain April 8 (liS, CSz, RRo). In contrast,
there ~'Jere only 4 reports of Red-breasted Herganser, all from lake Champlain,
April I to May 8, for a total of 7 birds (BSE, ORE, liS, IIJN).

OIURNAl RAPTORS
The results of the spring hawk \'/atch have been separately published

(Copies are available from VINS - send $2 and a stamped, addressed envelope.)
The fl rst Turkey Vul tures were seen March 20 at Rutland (AF) and South

Ne\'/fane (BBo). Vultures reached the Springfield-Grafton area by March 2~

(DC, GK, WK) and the Ripton area by March 31 (JSA) , but the major movement
occurred April 3 - 8 when a host of slghtlngs \'/ere made throughout the spe-
c Ies' Verman t breed i ng range. One seen on Apr i 1 12 nea r 1'1 Idd 1esex (NLM,
LPr) and 4 on April 21 at Huntington (JJA) \'Iere near the present liml t of
normal range; I (no date given) this spring at lake 1IIIIoughby (AOI1) "as
extral imital. Maxima of 8-12 were reported, and the seasonal total vias 75
(not counting ha"k "atches). Compare this to Vul ture totals for 1978 (56),
1977 (50+), and 1976 (39). The fl rst evidence of breeding in Vermont 'vas
obtained when Nancy Hartin and party observed a pair copulating on a ledge
atop Bald Mountain in Rutland. The usual smatter of Gosha\'/k slghtings (6 at.
hawk watch sites, 6 others) \'/ere reported. Bi II Norse had a migrant Gos as
early as March ~ at Winhall. Sharp-shinned Hawks probably overwintered in
larger numbers than usual, so It's difficult to tell whether the 8 total
March reports represent lingering or returning birds, but Norse believed 2
on March 7th at his Wlnha11 hawk watch si te to be migrants. Jul ie Nicholson
saw Sharpies take a Blue Jay and a Starling at her Woodstock feeder in 11arch.
Migration seemed to peak the third week of April, ~·lith numbers continuing to
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-2- look good. Cooper1s Ha~'/ks \'/ere reported throughout the season for totals of
11 m'/ay from hawk watches and 3 on \'/atches - about par for the season. Red­
tailed Ha~'/ks apparently ovenlintered In smaller than usual numbers, so t~
many first reports March 3 to 31 doubtless represent returning birds. A Red­
tai I vias carrying nesting material at Woodstock by March 5 (AlG) , though the
IIhlte Rocks watch site had the seasonal maximum of lion April 21 (RIIP). Ted
Levin reported a partially albino Red-tai 1 on Apri I 16 south of Pompanoosic
and an albino April 21 from Gile Mountain near Nonvich, while Leonard Korzun
reported a nest in use for 10 years near Shre\'/sbury (fide AFS). Fifteen Red­
shouldered Hawks \'/ere reported aW3Y from hawk \'Iatch sites March 21 - May ~
with an additional 11 seen by hawk \·/atchers. T\·/O Broad-\'1inged Ha~'/k5 April 11
at Clarendon (LHP) ~'/ere the earliest reported, vlith none thereafter until the
April 21 ha\'lk "atch "Ihen 7 sites got only 8 birds. By the next day (April 22)
Broad-wings \'/ere moving, as 3 ha\'/k watches totaled 55 birds. Bill Norse (see
ha\'lk watch report) bel ieved the major movement occurred Apri I 23 - 30, how­
ever. Resident populations seemed down to Whit Nichols (Brattleboro area) and
this edl tor (Northeast Kingdom). Only I Rough-legged Ha'vk "as reported -
March 18 at Ripton (JSA). Ted Levin submitted a convincing description of an
immature GOLDEN EAGLE \'1'hich he and his ornithology class (16 observers) saw
on April 21 at the base of Gile Mountain In NOr\'/ich. Though this species Is
on Vermont's accidental list, at least a few must pass over the state since
they are not infrequently seen in migration to our south. Observers should
famil iarlze themselves with the diagnostic marks separating the plumages of
this species from that of the immature Bald Eagle. James Stewart of Vermont
Fish and Game reported 6 Bald Eagle slghtings J April 26 - May l~, from Norwich,
Springfield, Woodbury, East Charlotte, and Somerset, most of them by reliable
observers. Eleven Marsh Hawks were seen a~'/ay from hawk watches and an addl­
tiona 1 4 on the ~'/atches, wi th the ea r lies t March 29 at lake Memphremagog
(JDS). Thirty-six~ \'/ere reported, 8 on ha\'/k \'/atches, 28 otherwise, be­
t\'/een Aprl I 13 and Hay 30, an average shO\'/ing. The rare Peregrine Falcon
was seen only once on Apri 1 7 by lynn Erb In Jericho, who \'/atched I t dive into
a flock of blackbirds. The Merlin was poorly reported with only I certain ob­
servation - I seen April 21 at Moscow (LNM et al.). American Kestrels doubt­
less ovenlintered, but birds March 5 at Rutland (MSG, LPr) and March 8 at
Woodstock (ALG, SBl) were probably early migrants. Alan Pistorius found
"numbers drifting back into the Champlain Valley by mld-March," and I reached
Jericho by March 16 (FO, JW). 110st observers spotted area firsts by the end
of March, though a maximum of 22 at 3 sl tes on the Apri I 22 hawk watch sho\'/s
Kestrels were still migrating then.

GALL INACEOUS BIROS
Ruffed Grouse populations seemed better than average to observers at

lIinhall (IIJN) and Marlboro (IIDN) but a bit do"n from last year's high In the
Northeast Kingdom (FO). A Common Bob\·/hlte, no doubt an escaped or released
bird, was heard on May "21 at West Rutland Harsh (DPK, ALG, WON, DC), and a
Ring-necked Pheasant of similar origin I-'/as seen on April 5 at Shelburne by
Wayne Scott. The Gray Partridge flushed by Bill Norse north of Herrick's
Cove on Apri I 23 \'/aS also a I ikely escapee as Vermont's only resident popula­
tion occurs on Lake Champlain's larger islands. About 65 Wild Turkeys were
reported from~their main range In southwestern Vermont, IncludIng a female
\'11th young, on May 27 (RIIP) and up to 25 at a time at Clarendon (lHP).

RA I lS ANO GALLI NUlES
The Virginia Rail and the Sora v/ere very poorly reported, so the May 12

firs t records of each spec ies at Lake Memphremagog (FO, LNH, JW) mean v Irtua 11 y
nothing. We continue to need a great deal of \'lork on all the Rall Idae fami ly
members in Vermont - arrival and departure dates, dates of eggs and young,
area population counts, etc. Much of this It/ork is possible only by canoe or
rO'<'/boatj but even land-bound observers can contribute a lot by checking
like 1y marsh hab i tat throughout the season and careful 1y record lng (and sub­
mittingl) dates and numbers of any rails, gallinules, or coots (bitterns too)
they hear or see. There \'/ere only 3 reports of the scarce Common Gallinule:
Frank Oatman had up to 6-7 (a new high for the area) at Lake Memphremagog's
South Bay Hay 21 onwardj and Gallinules \'/ere detected In southern Vermont by
t"IO parties on the l1ay 26th Birdathon (DPK, AlG, WGE, GFE). J. Carroll re­
ported a pal r of AMERICAN COOTS Apri I 24 at the north end of lake Borroseen.
This is only the 2nd spring Coots have been reported In the 7 years of these
IIRecords ."

SHOREB I RDS
Not surprisingly, there \'/ere only 2 reports of Semipalmated Plover, both

from lake Memphremagog at Ne"port: I on l1ay 21 (FO, liS, GFE, IIGE) and 2 on
May 29 (FO). Avant-garde Killdeer i'lere back at lIalllngford on l1arch 10
(BlR), Cormvall on l1arch I~and l1untlngton on March 17 (BSE, ORE). By
Harch 19 they \'/ere considered " a bundant" near Charlotte in the Champlain
Valley (JJA), though many areas reported first arrivals March 22 - 24, "hen
flocks of 6-8 \'/ere seen in several areas. The seasonal high was 16 on a
lIoodstock flood plain on March 31 (JI1N). An adul thad 4 young by May 27 In
south Vermont (RWP). Single BLACK-BELLIED PLOVERS seen May 26 at Whl te River
Junct Ion by George and Walter Ell i son and t1ay 31 at Prouty Beach on lake
Memph remagog by Frank Oatman and c Iass were the firs t reported in spr i 09 since
1973. American Woodcocks "ere reported from Ripton on l1arch 29 (JSA) and
both East Barnard (JlB) and Craftsbury Common (DIIB) on March 30, "I th many
areas recording fl rsts through the fl rst week of April. Numbers seemed
average. By April 29 a bird was on a nest at West Woodstock and another had
\'lei I fledged chicks near Shre",bury (fIde AFS), 'vhi Ie fledglings "ere found
as late as May 23 at Winhall (IIJN). Single Common Snipe "ere first seen
April 7 at lIal I Ingford (BlR) and April 8 at Sand Bar Reserve (liS, CSz, RRo) ,
though most areas recorded first movement April 15 on. The hIgh 'flas 23·on
Hay 6 at Salisbury (WS) j resident numbers seemed average. One of the best
finds of the season It/as a WHlMBREL seen May 26 at Dead Creek by Alan Pistor­
ius, Doug Kibbe and Annette Gosnell. Apparently grounded by a storm front
passing that morning, this bird was only the 4th ever seen In Vermont.
There were 8 reports of Upland Sandpiper, April 25 - May 23, all but I from
the Champlain Valley. A bird \;las apparently on territory near the airport
at Newport, \'/here birds have been seen for several years (FO et al.).
Good numbers of Spotted Sandpipers \'/ere seen, beginning with firsts April 25
at IIlnhall (IIJN) and May 4 at lIoodstock (EH) and Burlington (BSE, ORE).
Resident populations seemed high, with 18-20 along a 3 mile stretch of the
Barton River May 23 (FO, CSz, CSP) and "15+ any day In May at Dead Creek'l
(AP). A possible Solitary Sandpiper April 30 In the Shre"sbury area (fide
AFS) opened the season, 'lith the next on May 6 at Salisbury (liS), the maxi­
mum of 3-4 on May 23 along the Barton River near Newport (FO, CSz, CSP), and
a final I on l1ay 23 at Emerald lake State Park (IIJN). A IIlllET, only the
third ever seen in Vermont, was found at West Rutland Harsh on May 26, the
same day the Whlmbrel \'Jas discovered farther northj the Willet finders \>Jere
Sally Laughlin, Henry Potter, and members of a VINS birding class. Greater
Yello"legsmoved through the state April 15 to l1ay 26 for a total of~
ports and ca. 61 Individuals, of Vlhlch 40 at Salisbury on May 6 (liS) repre-



WHIMBREL

sen ted the seasonal high. Not surprisingly there \'las only one report of
Lesser Yellm'Jlegsj but the 20 seen ~\ay 6 at Sal isbury (WS)' represents a good
concentration for spring. There ~'Iere 6 reports of Least Sandpiper, Hay
16-31, for a total of 20 seen. A flock of 7 Short-hi lIed Dowitcher migrating
~'ilth a Black-bellied Plover at Ne~<Jport's Prouty Beach on May 31 (Fa et al.)
~'Iere the on 1y seen. The same 1Dca t i on and da te a 1so produced the season I5
only Semipalmated Sandpiper (1 seen - FO et a1.), curiously the first re-
ported In spring since 1974. A WilSON'S PHALAROPE found Hay 20 at Oead
Creek by AIan Pis tor i us and Wayne Scot t \'/85 the 6th 5 tate record and on 1y
the 2nd ever In spring. A NORTHERN PHALAROPE Hay 26 at Springfield (seen by
Eleanor Ellis, May and John Peavey and others) also established a 2nd spring
record for Vermont.

GUllS AND TERNS
Wayne Scott and Wayne Bell reported an ICELAND GULL at Burlington's

Intervale Dump on April ~, the 2nd report ever to the spring 11Records.t1
Eight Great Black-backed Gulls V/ere reported, March 2 - Apri 1 14, about
as usual. The high vias 5 at the mouth of the Winooski ~larch 10 (SSE, ORE),
and all reports were from Lake Champlain except for the Apri 1 14 bi rd at
Herrick's Cove (DPK, ALG, SBl). Herring Gull and Ring-billed Gull
\'Iere poorly reportedi I assume numbers \-Jere average. Ring-bi II high counts
~'/ere 150+ on March 24 at Charlotte (JJA) and a probable ~,OOO-5,OOO present
and at least half that numb,er nesting by April 4 on the South Sisters
Islands (JDS). Only 1 Bonaparte's Gull was reported - I near Bellm-Is Falls
on the Connecticut River on t1ay 20 (DPK, AlG). Lake Champlain observers
failed to submit reports on their Common Terns, but I stray found May 12 at
lake Memphremagog by Frank Oatman, Larry f-tetcalf and Jon Hood ~-/as the first
there since the 1960's. Black Terns i-Jere also poorly reported (what1s
v/rong Champlain observers?), I-lith 3 seen t1ay 8 at Dead Creek the seasonal
fl rst (WJN). lake t·lemphremagog' 5 co lony (the on 1y one a~'/ay from Champ la i n)
had 18-20 by May 12 and a nest under construction by May 23 (Fa et al.).

DOVES THROUGH KI NGF ISHER
Rock Dove numbers seemed averagej and f'lourning Doves, \-/hich over­

\-dntered using feeders, began dispersing about mid-Marchi numbers i-Jere
considered average to above average. An albino MO \-/as seen Apri I 28 at
Jericho (BFG, GPG). T\'Io parties found one YellOl'J-billed Cuckoo each on Hay
26 in south~',estern Vermont (DPK, ALG and R\~P), the only reports. There
were but 10 reports of Black-billed Cuckoo, Hay 2 - 30, though V,hit Nichols
at Harlboro considered the species more common this spring than usual. Very
fe~-I reports ~'/ere submi tted of ei ther Great Horned O\-Jl or Barred 0\'11, both
resident species, and several observers considered Barred scarce this spring.
The HAWK OWL already reported in the ~-linter "Records" remained in its Westford
haun~ast until ~1arch 22 ~-Jhen it ViaS last seen by Hichael I~aurer. The
major \-dnter Invasion of GREAT GRAY OWLS into Ne\'1 England produced a single
spring record: a bird I'Jas found dead on the road in Peacham on Apri I 1 and
later brought to the Fairbanks Huseurn in St. Johnsbury (information from
Bill Vinton of the museum). One Short-eared O\-Jl \-Jas reported from East
Montpelier on April 16 (BBC). Winhall had the only Saw-\<Jhet Owl, 1 heard
calling ~\arch 29 - April ~ (WJN). Whip-poor-~-lills \-/ere poorly reported
April 30 - May 21 from Fair Haven, North Pomfret, Rockingham, Marshfield,
and Island Pond. The first Common Nighthal-/ks \-Iere seen Hay 21 at Burlington
(FO, WS, GFE, WGE) and at Bel 101'15 Falls (WON, OPK, AlG, OC), after which they
too Here very poorly reported. Chimne1S\-Jifts reached Brattleboro by April
24 (2 seen, liON), Rutland by Aprl I 28 SBl), 111ddlebury by Hay 6 0, liS),
and Craftsbury by ~\ay 16 (1, FO and J~J). Ruby-throated Hummingbirds reached
Tlnmouth by Hay 9 (GTL) , Ilarshfiel.d by Hay 12, and Craftsbury by Hay 15 (JII).
Populations sti 11 seem 10\'1 In the Northeast Kingdom (FO). Belted Kingfish-
ers \'iere reported in average numbers March 22 (Bethel, JHa) om-lards, \-lith
many areas recording firsts April 13 - 28i the seasonal high \'/aS 6 on t1ay 8
at Oead Creek (HJN).
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-3- "'W""OO"'O"'P"'E""C"'KE"R"'"S
A few Common FI ickers oven-lintered and \'Iere seen in early '"larch in the

Champlain Valley, though birds Harch 8 at nt. Holly (AEB) and Harch 31 at
Craftsbury (Fa, JW) \'iere no doubt early migrants. t·lany areas reported first
arrivals April 8 - 22, with highs of 6+ on Apri I 21 at Clarendon (lHP) , 7 on
April 24 at Harlboro (WON), and 10 on April 25 at \llnhall (\IJIJ). A pair \·Iere
copulating by April 29 at Craftsbury (FO). Breeding populations of both
FI icker and Pi leated Woodpecker seemed stable. The female RED-BELLIED WOOD­
PECKER \'Jhich \-lIntered near Stratton, the 2nd recorded in Vermont, \'Jas last
seen Apr! I 21 (MMO). Only 3 reports of the scarce Red-headed ~Joodpecker \'Iere
received: I on Hay 2 at Waterbury, a good record for the area (HBD) i a pai r
Hay 15 - 19 at Weybridge (JIO, I1CD, AP); and 1 on May 28 at Woodstock, ~'/ere

unusual (HTS). Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers appeared about on time I·lith si'ngles
on April 14 In Harlboro (liON) and Shrel·l5bury (fide AFS) and on April 18 at
Stockbridge (EH). Numbers seemed good, \'/i th highs of 8 on Apri I 24 at Marl-
boro (WON) and 12 on April 25 at lIinhall (\IJN). Populations of Hairy liood-
peeker and Om-my Woodpecker seemed norma I. A Ha i ry pa i r f Iedged young by
tolay 29 at t1arlbofo (WON). T~-/O Black-backed Three-toed \~oodpeckers \'/ere seen:
1 on Harch 3 at Goshen (WHC) ~'/as probably a \-/inter I-landerer, I-Jhile the I on
Hay 21 at Island Pond was part of a knmln breeding population (FO, HS, WGE,
GFE). A NORTHERN THREE-TOEO IIOOOPECKER found Hay II near I s land Pond by
Larry 1'1etcalf could have been a late-lingering winter visltorj but it is
possible this species \'ii 11 prove to be a very rare breeder in the state.

FlYCATCHERS
T\'IO Eastern Kingbirds April 26 at Pittsford (8HZ) v/ere the earliest re-

ported, with many southerly areas listing firsts r'lay 5 - 10. Henry Potter
considered them common after t~ay 9 at Clarendon, and many observers thought
numbers were up. Great-crested Flycatcher seem to have arrived in a V/ave,
I·lith no less than 8 areas recording firsts r'lay 7 (Bristol, AP) to 11ay 10,
This editor \,/as surprised to find 15-18 along a 2!;ii-3 mile stretch of the
Barton River on Hay 23, a good number this far north- (Fa, CSz, CSP). An
early Eastern Phoebe reached Vernon on March 15 (BBo) , though the major in­
flux occurred the last week of March, \-lith reports then from as far north
as Norwich and Thetford. Phoebes ~-/ere nest-building by April 23 and Sitting
by Apr! I 28 at Woodstock (JHN). Numbers stili seem dO\'In in the Northeast
Kingdom, \',here a nest I-las nearly completed by Hay 8 (FO, DWB). YellO\'J-
bellied Flycatchers \'Iere seen May 18 at Winhall (I, WJN), Hay 21at'lSiand
Pond 0-4, FO, WGE, GFE), flay 23 at Wallingford (2, IIGE) , and Hay 26 at
Shrev/sbury (AFS et 031.). \oJil1mJ Flycatcher reports continue to increase,
I-lith a total of llf seen this spring, the earl iest on Hay 16 at Brattleboro
(~ION). A high of 5 was logged on a trip across southern Vermont on I~ay 26
(GFE, WGE) , and a male \'Jas on territory May 210m-lards at lake 11emphremagog
In the far north (Fa). Again this spring there ~-/ere fevl€r reports of Alder
Flycatcher than of Willow, with a first on t1ay 19 at Marlboro (WDN) and only
6 additional reportsj the high \'las 6 over southern Vermont "lay 26 (HGE,
GFE). The least Flycatcher movement, \-Ihich began ~-Jith a report of 1 on
Hay 7 at Bristol (AP), saw many areas listing firsts Nay 8 - 10 and a high of
10 in one small area in Greensboro on May llf (Fa), Numbers seemed stable.
Eastern Pewees arrived earlier than ever before, \-/ith a remarkable first
Apri I 30 at Craftsbury (FO, JW). Even the next 2 reports - Hay 7 at Saxtons
River (DC) and May 12 at Stockbridge (EH) - \'Iere earlier than any in the
last 6 springs. Individuals reached Shre\-/sbury by May Ilf (Fide AFS), Marl-
boro by ~lay 19 (WON), and ~'iere considered common at Clarendon by May 19,
about the time they normally first appear in Vermont! Numbers seemed aver-
age, \'lith a high of 5-6 along the Barton River May 23 (FO et al.). T\'lelve
01 ive-sided Flycatchers \'Jere reported beginning \-lith I on /oIay 13 at Claren­
don ( LHP) I though the next 5 i ght Ings vlere not unt i I I'lay 21. The seasona 1
high vias 4 along 2!;ii-3 miles of the Barton River on Hay 23 (Fa, CSz, CSP).
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lARK AND SWAllOWS
Flocks of 50-70 Horned larks March I and 2 near Ferrisburg (AP, WGE)

were the only reported except for 3 scattered sightings of 1~4 birds no
doubt breeding. Early Tree S\'/allm/s reached Woodstock by March 23 (I, RKM) I

Tinmouth by March 31 (I, GlL), and Rochester by April 2 (several, JKe), but
many areas listed first arrivals April 11 - 13, by \'Jhich date they were con-
sidered numerous at Lake Bomoseen (JRC). Craftsbury1s First ~'IaS not until
April 19 (FO). Highs of 50 to 150 I·,ere recorded mid Apri I to late 11ay, and
birds \'Jere nesting at Mt. Holly by April 24. Bank $\'la110\>/5 \'Jere poorly re­
ported, but the first were 6 seen April 28 at West Rutland Harsh (LHP).
There \'Jere Ilhundreds ll at Dead Creek on Hay 5 (AP) I though only 50 to 70 of
the colony of 250+ had reached Nel-,port by May 12 (FO, lNM). Rough-Ilinged
$\'/a110\,/5 \'Jere infrequently seen April 30 om-lards, though Eleanor Ellis con-
sidered numbers good near Springfield. Frank Oatman, Chris Schultz, and
Craig Provost found 7 (the seasonal high) along the Barton River Hay 23, in­
cluding a pair constructing a nest for the first breeding confirmation in
the Northeast Kingdom. Four locations across the southern third of the
state recorded first Barn SI'/allm'ls April 23. Birds reached North Pomfret by
April 2. (flCH), Tinmouth by April 26 (GTl) , and Corm,all by April 27 (AP).
The major movement apparent 1y occurred April 28 - May 12 \'Ji th highs of 50-
100. Birds I'lere gathering mud at Greensboro on t'lay lq (Fa). A Cliff S\'/allm-I
Apri 1 26 at Tlnmouth (GTl) It/as the earl iest, after \'Jhich there \'/ere fei'J re­
ported. Don Clark had a bird sitting on a nest at Grafton by ~lay 2, before
most of us had seen firstsj birds at Greensboro Cliffs ~'/ere still gathering
mud on May 14 (FO). Ne\'1 colonies were reported from Rutland and North Clar­
endon. Purple Martins \'Iere reported only from the Champlain Valley (earliest
May 5 at Dead Creek, AP) and from Newport, \'/hich has an isolated colony of ca.
6-8 birds (FO). The high count \'las 25 at Chimney Point on Hay 21 (OPK et
a I.) .

CROW TMROUGH CREEPER
~ vlere present in average numbers according to numerous observ­

ers. Jays vlere feeding young by Hay 15 at Grafton (DC), though a flock of 4
t'/hich passed over Craftsbury the follo\>Jing day ~'/ere still in migration (FO).
Common Ravens, reported from across the state t'/ere nov/here found in numbers
greater than 3~4, and Oatman considered them slightly dmm in the Northeast
Kingdom. Ravens were at a nest site in Grafton by t1arch 24 (DC). Common
CrOVIS, everywhere reported in average numbers, began the i r seasona I increase
Ti1tFi'"e Clarendon area by Harch I (LHP); the maximum \'ias 100 seen t1arch 23 at
Craftsbury (FO). Black-capped Chickadee numbers remained good after a big
l'/inter for the species In Vermont, and Boreal Chickadee populations seemed
in good shape in the Island Pond breeding area (e.g. 8-10 on May 21, FO et
al,). T\'IO Boreals May 8 at Middlebury, a good find there, vlere doubtless re­
turning migrants (WS). This was the year of the Tufted TI tmouse. After
shmling up in the ~·linter in unprecedented numbers (see \'linter report), a
total of ca. 18 birds were reported this spring from Shrev/sbury, Stockbridge,
Reading, North Ferrisburg, Nt. Holly, Springfield, and Plainfield. This is
how Titmouse totals stack up for the springs of 1973, '7q, '75, '76, '77,
'78. and 179, respectively: 3,1,6,2-3, q-5, I, and 18. Both White-
breasted Nuthatch and Red-breasted Nuthatch numbers seemed average:-Loca­
tions ~·Jhere \.fhite-breasts did not ovenJinter reported them back on breeding
territories March 25 - April 3, and a pair \'Iere nest-building at Tinmouth by
April 23 (GTl). Brown Creepers overwinter in many areas, but migratory
movement brought Creepers back to many areas March 13 - Apri 1 8; the seasonal
high I',as • on March 25 at Marlboro (WON).

WRENS
--The fi rst reported House Wren Vias Apri 1 28 at North Pomfret (MCH) j in­
dividuals reached Cornl'lall by April 29 (AP), Andover by April 30 (EHP), Fair
Haven by Hay 2 (FSA), and Tinmouth by Hay q (GTL). Numbers seemed average,
though 4-5 along a 21~-3 fl1ile stretch of the Barton River on May 23 Vias good
for so far north (FO, CSz, CSP). First reports of Winter Wrens (singles un­
less noted) \'/ere: April 13 at Grafton (OC), April 21 at Stockbridge (2 seen,
EH), April 22 at Mandan (5 seen, the seasonal high, NlM) , April 23 at 11arl­
bora (WON), April 2~ at Tinmouth (GTL) , and Hay 8 at Craftsbury (fO, 1MB).
Observers at Springfield and Marlboro considered populations 10\'1, though at
Winhall Winters seemed to be making a recovery. The Long-billed Marsh Wren
\'Ias reported from West Rutland Marsh (first May 8), Dead Creek (first May 12),
and Lake Memphremagog (fl rst May 21). The seasonal high \'/aS 4-5 at lake
Memphremagog on Hay 23 (FO, CSz, CSP), I'Jhere numbers seemed dm'Jn.

MIfII CS
---T\'ienty-six Mockingbirds ~'/ere reported (and certainly more than that
seeri) , so numbers of this recent colonizer of Vermont continue to look good.
t10ckers are regular as far north as Barre, but individuals t1ay 8 at
Craftsbury (FO) and May 7 at Derby Line right on the Canadian border, where
they have nested in the past according to Percy Fellows, were surprising so
far north. Gray Catbirds first appeared May 5 at Shre~'/sbury (fide AFS).
May 6 at Fai r Haven (FSA) 1 Hay 7 at Saxtons River (DC) and Hoodstock (CRP),
and Hay 9 at Craftsbury (Fa). They were considered common by f1ay 19 at
Clarendon (LHP), and I \'las feeding young by May 27 at Craftsbury (FO). Bill
Norse thought Catbirds scarce at Wlnhall for the 2nd year. BrOl'Jn Thrashers,
v/hose numbers seemed average. first appeared Apr il 21 at Cast 1eton (VFBC),
April 22 at Winhall (WJN), April 30 at Tlnmouth (GlL) , 11ay 3 at Woodstock
(JHN) , and May 8 at Craftsbury (FO).

THRUSHES
----:rhOugh a fe\'I American Robins overwintered, first probable returning
birds \'Jere 20 at Shoreham March I (AP). I at Clarendon March 14 (LHP). and
at Marlboro Harch 19 (WON). f1any areas reported a \'Iave of first arrivals
Harch 20 - 23, by ~'ihich latter date they had reached as far as Craftsbury
(Fa). 1'laximum counts \'/ere flocks of ca. 300 on April 2 at Shre"/sbury (fide
AFS) and 200+ on Apri I JlI at Herrick's Cove (DPK , AlG, SBl). Robins seemed
especially plentiful to several observers. Birds \'Iere gathering nest ma­
terial by Apri I 26 at Mt. Holly (AEB) , a nest \'/as completed by Nay 9 at
Craftsbury (Fa), young \'/ere being fed by May 5 at Shrei'lsbury (fide AFS).
and young I-,ere fledged by May 30 at \Ioodstock (JHN) and Clarendon (lHPj.
The fi rst Wood Thrush was I on t'lay 3 at \-linhall (WJN) , follm'led by first
reports t·lay 8 at Tinmouth (GTL) and Middlebury (\-IS), t'lay 9 at Woodstock
(SBl) and Springfield (EE) and Hay 10 at Randolph (EWC). They l;ere con­
sidered common in the Clarendon area by Hay 19 (LHP), and several thought
breeding populations up in southern Vermont, though they seemed definitely
dO\'m in the Northeast Kingdom (Fa). A female had a brood patch by May 16
at the South Woodstock banding station (SBl). Initial Hermit Thrushes \'Iere
reported about \'Ihere expected, ..lith firsts April 21 at Winhall (WJN) and
Apri I 22 at Grafton (DC) and Mendon (NU1). Everyone commenting agreed that
numbers of Hermits still seem dO\'Jn. The Swainson's Thrush \'/8S reported
from only 5 areas, May 21 - 31, \·lith the firsts ~lay 21 at Bel101'Is Falls
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-.- (WON et al.) and at Island Pond (FO et al.). There I',ere only 4 reports of
Gray-cheeked Thrush: 1 at Island Pond (FO et al.) and 5 at Bellm'/s Falls
(WOIl et al.) on May 21 and Individuals Hay 28 and May 30 at Winhall (WJIl).
Veerys I-'ere first seen Hay 8 at Winhall (WJN) , May 9 at North Pomfret (MCH) ,
Hay 10 at Tunbridge (EH), and May 12 at Nel·,port (FO, lNM). Within 15 min­
utes on May 21 a team counted the follol'ilng thrushes in migration overhead
In fog and drizzle "t Bellolls Falls: 30-.0 Veerys (the seasonal high), 2
SI'la j nson 1 s, and 5 Gray-cheeked (WON 1 DPK, ALG, DC). T\'/O Veery nes ts \'/i th
eggs \'iere found May 29 at the Babcock Nature Preserve in Hyde Park (FO et
al.). Eastern Bluebl rds reached Springfield by Harch 10 (fide EE), Claren-
don by Harch 21 (I seen, lHP), the Woodstock area by May 22 (MCH et al.),
and Essex Center (fide BSE) and Plainfield (SW) by Harch 2•. Approximately
55 birds ~'iere reported, arriving In the usual sporadic fashion, apparelltly
as late as Nay 28. Bluebirds began Incubating April 27 at Pittsford (BMZ),
and a nest ~·/ith 6 eggs i'/as found Hay 26 in southern Vermont (RWP). Observ­
ers in Winhall , Corm'/all and Springfield considered numbers sti 11 dOi'm.

GNATCATCHER AND KI NGlETS
A record 19 Blue-gray Gnatcatchers t'Jere reported, the earliest on April

21 at West Salisbury (2 seen, HCD, JID), \'iith additional reports from Ferris­
burg, Hubbardton, Dead Creek, Rockingham , and West Haven. Nests were located
in Putney on May 16 (1 pair, MFZ, OHe , TO, TW) and at Missisquoi National

Wi Idl i fe Refuge on Hay 9 (2 pai rs, HJM). A bi rd May I. at Craftsbury lias
the second ever recorded for the Northeast Kingdom (FO). Golden-crowned
Kinglets overvtintered in some numbers, but area first reports in most cases
represent returning birds: Shrev/sbury on March 27 (fide AFS), Winhall on
March 31 (3 seen, WJN), IH. Holly on April ~ (AEB), and Hosco\lon April 21
(lNH). Highs I-'ere 12+ on April 21 at Grafton (DC) and 6 on May 3 at Crafts-
bury (FO, JW). Ruby-crovmed Kinglet first reports ~'/ere: Ion April 21 at
Harlboro (WON), I on April 22 at Wlnhall (WJN) , 2 on Apri I 23 at Woodstock
(JMtI) , I on April 27 at Tinmouth (GTl), May. at Plainfield (HFM) , and 2 on
May 8 at Craftsbury (FO). Highs \'Iere 12+ on Apri I 2. at Clarendon (lHP) and
6 on Apri 1 25 at Winhall (WJN), and migration continued unti 1 at least May 7
in the south. 1\'/0 observers In eastern Vermont considered numbers still down.

PIP IT THROUGH STARLlllG
There vias only 1 report of Water Pipit - Iq seen at Craftsbury on Hay 1

(LNH). Bruce Peterson had a flock of 38 or so Bohemian Waxwings on March 2
at Cornwall and by March 3 the flock had grO\'m to 80. A flock of Cedar Wax~

~vJhlch wintered near Charlotte still numbered 30-50 by March5~
There v/ere no reports thereafter until migrants began returning in late Hay.
First arrivals reported /1ay 26 at Woodstock (5 seen, JHN) and Springfield
(5, EE), Hay 28 at Tinmouth (2, GTl) and Clarendon (I, lHP), Hhere birds

\'/ere cons i de red common by May 30. A pa i r ~·/ere \'Iork i ng on a near I y com-
pleted nest Hay 30 at Woodstock (JMN). Northern Shrikes I ingered through
March (~ birds reported, from North Pomfret, Wi Ider, Craftsbury, and Wood­
stock), HI th a final record AprIl 18 at East Hontpeller (HFM). There Here
no convincing reports of Loggerhead Shrike, for the second spring in a rOh'.

Though Starlings overwintered in many areas, observers reported first birds
returning or numbers increasing February 26 - March 9.

VI REOS
---Yellow-throated Vireo reports are stili on the increase, with nineteen
this spring, a new record. Firsts (singles unless noted) were May 8 at
Button Bay (WJN) and Clarendon (lHP), Hay 10 in the Woodstock area (. total,
HCH, EH), and May II at Middlebury (2 seen, WS). Highs "'ere 3 on May 21 In
the Bellmls Falls-Saxtons River area (ALG et al.) and 2 along the 10vler
Barton River on Hay 23 (FO, CSz, CSP), the latter a good record so far north.
Sol itary Vireos (singles unless noted) reached Marlboro (WOU) and Mendon
(NU1) by Apri I 22, lioodstock by Apri I 23 (JHN), Green River Reservol r by
Hay I (lNM), and Craftsbury by May 3 (2-3 seen, FO). Migration apparently
peaked after April 2., Hlth a high of 5 on April 25 at liinhall (HJN). A
bird was sitting on a nest at Babcock Nature Preserve on May 30 (FO et al.).
A Red-eyed Vi reo seen Apri I 22 at Grafton by Don Clark appllrently represents
the first April record eVer. The next Red-eyeds seen \'/Cre singles Hay 9 at
Wlnhal! (WJN) , flay II at Shrel-,sbury (fide AFS) and Craftsbury (FO), and Hay
12 at Springfield (EE). Numbers seemed as good as usual. For the fl rst
spring in 6 years no Philadelphia Vireo vias reported. Warbling Vireos (sln~

gles unless noted) reached Clarendon (lHP) and Dead Creek (WJN) on Hay 8,
Woodstock (CRP) and Plainfield (HfM) on May 10, and Newport on May 12 (J
seen, FO. LNM). A count of 30-35 along a 2!2-3 mi Ie stretch of the 100'/er
Barton' River on Hay 23 was considered good, and 1 of those \·/as carrying
nesting material (Fa. CSz, CSP).

WOOD WARBLERS
The first Black-and-\·Jhite Warbler appeared April 2q at Woodstock (SBL}j

singles I·,ere at Sharon (MCH) and Wlnhall (WJN) by Apri I 25, Hubbardton by
Apri 1 28 (lHP), Springfield by Hay I (EE), and Craftsbury by Hay 8 (FO, OWB).
Highs I',ere 10 on May 9 at Winha!1 (WJI1) and 7 on May 18 at Vernon (WON). A
male WORM-EATING WARBLER seen and heard Hay 16 In Vernon by Whl t Nichols Has
the first ever reported to these IlRecords. ll Ten Golden-\1inged Warblers \'lere
reported, as foIIO\'/s: I male on Hay 15 In Middlebury (BBP), Ion May 22
and 2 on May 26 at Castleton (lHP, SBl), 5 males on Hay 31 at Ira (EE), plus
Hseen" on Hay 26 in southern Vermont \'lithout further details (RWP). A male
Brel1ster ' s Warbler (hybrid between Golden-I·tinged and Blue-winged) \'/as seen
Hay 16 at Middlebury by Wayne Scott and Alan Pistorius. Tennessee Warblers
first appeared Hay 8 at Corm,all (AP), Hay 10 at Wlnhall (WJN) , and May 12
at both Plainfield (HFM) and Craftsbury (FO), \'lith final reports May 28 at
Winhall (WJN) and Hay 29 at Craftsbury (FO). There I-'ere no notable concen-
trations. 11ay q saw a Nashville Warbler at Clarendon (lHP}j birds reached
Winhall by Ilay 6 (J seen, WJII) , Corm-,all by Hay 7 (AP), and Craftsbury by
May 8 (2, FO, OWB). Migration peaked May 10-11 in southern Vermont, and a
count of 15-18 was made along a 2'2-3 mi Ie stretch of the Barton River Hay 23
(FO, CSz. CSP), Single Northern Parulas were at South \.foods tack by Hay 3
(NlM, KAF), Winhall by May 7 (WJN) , Middlebury by May 8 (WS), Plainfield by
Hay 10 (MFI1), and 2 at Ilel-,port by Hay 12 (FO, lNM). The Parula ",as considered
scarce at Winhall. Yellm'/ Warblers l'/ere first seen May 7 at Woodstock (CRP),
Hay 8 at Dead Creek (10 seen, WJN), May 9 at Cambridge (PJK), and Hay 10 at
Craftsbury (FO). Numbers seemed good - llcommon" at Clarendon by May 10
(lHP) and \'Ii th 30-.0 In the Nel-,port area by May 12 (FO, lNM). (agnyl ia
Warblers \'Iere back to Corm,all by Hay 7 (AP), Wlnhall by May 9 WJN , and
Craftsbury by May 9 (FO). The high Has 15 on May 12 at Winhall (WJN). ~
11ay Warblers \'Jere apparently scarce this spring, the first on May 8 at
Craftsbury (1 seen, FO) and the high of only 3 at the same location on May
16 and at Rockingham on Hay 21 (WON et al.). Winhall's last migrant \'las May
28 (WJtI). The Black-throated Blue Warbler shoHed up first at Stockbridge on
May 5 (1 seen, EH); other area first arrivals \>/ere May 7 at Barnard (MlW) and
Cornwall (AP), Hay 8 at Saxtons River (DC) and Plainfield (MFH) , and Hay 12 at
Nel-,por t (FO, lNH). The seasona I high I-,as lOon /lay 21 a t Wi nha II (WJN). y!:.!.:.



low-rumfed Warblers arrived about when expected, wi th fi rsts April 21 at Clar­
endon ( , LHP) and lIinhall (2, IIJN) , April 23 at Shrewsbury (AFS) and Harlboro
(liON), April 24 at Burlington (BSE, ORE), April 25 at Springfield (6, EE), and
April 29 at Craftsbury (I, JW). Higratlon seemed to peak Hay 5-14, with highs
of "hundreds" Hay 5-8 at Cornwall (AP) and 60-65 on Hay 14 at Craftsbury (FO).
About as expected were first Black-throated Green warnlers Hay 2 at Grafton
(DC), Hay 4 at Stockbridge (EH), Hay 6 at Hlddlebury (WS) and Hay .a at both
Plainfield (HVE) and Craftsbury (FO, DWB). There 11ere 4 at Hiddlebury by
Hay 8 (liS), but most areas reported peak movement (highs of 4-6) Hay 12-21.
Betty Gatewood located a singing male Cerulean Warbler Hay 12-15 at Bomoseen
State Park - a good bird anytime in Vermont. Blackburnian Warblers first
appeared at Stockbridge Hay 6 (EH), Cornwall Hay 7 (AP), and Craftsbury Hay
l~ (4-5 seen, FO and JW). Blackburnlans "'Jere considered IIcommonll at Claren-
don by Hay 19 (LHP). Bi II Norse saw and heard a singing male~
THROATED WARBLER moving with a flock of Yellow-rumped Warblers on Hay 13 at
Wlnhai i; this represents only the 5th record for Vermont and the first since
1975.

YELLOW-THROATED

WARBLER

About on time were first Chestnut-sided Warblers Hay 7 at Barnard
(HLW) , Hay 8 at Clarendon, Shrewsbury and Hlddlebury, and Hay 9 at North
Pomfret, Tinmouth and Craftsbury. Migration apparently peaked May 10-12
(highs of 3-10). Only 14 Bay-breasted Warblers were reported, Hay 11-31.
Area firsts were Hay II, I at Hiddlebury (liS); Hay 12, 4 at Shellhouse (AP);
Hay 13, 3 at Clarendon (LHP); and Hay 14, 2 at Caspian Lake (FO, JW). A
Blackpoll Warbler Hay 9 at Northfield (l1CH) ",as the earl iest In the 7 years
of these lIRecordsll and was doubtless urged on by the I'lidespread \o/arm .../eather
of early Hay. The next reports were Hay 19 at Grafton (DC), May 21 at
Island Pond (FO, liS, GFE, WGE) , and Hay 22 at South Reading (WJN). Hlgra-
tlon, I'/hlch seemed poor (highs of 3) continued until at least May 30. Five
reports of Pine Warbler v/ere submitted: 1 on April 29 at Half Hoon State
Park (JRC), Ion April 25 at Winhall (WJN) , 1 number Hay i2 in Addison
County (AP et a1.), a pair gathering nesting material May 12 at Newport
(FO, LNH) and at the same spot also Hay 21 (FO et al.), and I on Hay 26 In
southern Vermont (WGE, GFE). More Prairie Harblers I'lere reported than ever
before: Hay 18, singles at Vernon (WDN) and Wall ingford (DHD); Hay 21, 2-3
near Saxtons River (DPK, ALG, DC, WON) i Hay 26, 2 in southern Vermont (WGE,
GFE, DPK, ALG); plus a report vJithout details of birds at a regular nesting
area near Springfield (EE). Five Palm Warblers \oJere reported (singles un-
less noted): April 22 at Craftsbury (JW), Apri I 25 at the Huntington Nature
Center (BDF, BRo) , Hay 2 at Winhall (WJN) , and Hay 6 (I) and Hay 8 (2) at
Hlddlebury (WS). First Ovenbirds were reported Hay 6 from Grafton (DC),
IIlnhall (I, WJtlj, and Springfield (3, EE). Birds reached Shre,,/sbury by Hay
7 (fide AFS), Woodstock by Hay 8 (SBl), and Newport by Hay 12 (FO, LNH).
Ovenbl rds seemed common at Clarendon by Hay 12 (WJN) , and breeding popula-
t ions seemed norma 1. A banded rna 1e \'/aS inbreed i ng cond i ti on on Hay 31 at
South Woodstock (fIde SBl), A Northern Waterthrush Hay I at Craftsbury
(lNH) 11as the earl iest; Individuals \"ere recorded at Tinmouth by May 4 (LHP),
at North Pomfret by Hay 9 (HCH), and In Addison County by Hay 12 (AP). The
highs were 6-8 at Newport on Hay 12 (FO, LNH) and (of breeding birds in
large part) 30-40 along 2lz-3 miles of the 1O\'ler Barton River on May 23 (FO,
CSz, CSP). Seventeen Louisiana Waterthrushes \'/ere reported, far more than
ever before; this may be largely due to better coverage, however, rather
than to increasing Louisiana populations. The first reports (singles) were'
Apri I 30 at Tlnmouth (GTL), Hay 2 at Grafton (DC) and South Pomfret (HBD,
lNH, HCH), Hay 4 at IIlnhall (WJN) , and Hay 7 at Bristol (AP). George and
Walter Ellison tallied an impressive 9 (6 in Norwich, 1 in Ludlo~'I, Ion Mt.
Ascutney, 1 in Shrewsbury) on Hay 26. All Louisiana reports I'/ere from the
southern half of the state except for a bird carrying food at Babcock Nature
Preserve in Hyde Park on Hay 29, the 2nd consecutive year for this northern­
most breeding location In Vermont (FO et al.). Only 6 Hourning Warblers
were actually reported, the earliest Hay 13 at flarshfield Pond (I, HFH) and
May 14 at Caspian lake (2, FO). However, Whit Nichols mentioned IImany more
reports this spring Into June" from the Brattleboro area. Common Velloy/-
throats apparently arrived in a \vave, with firsts Hay 7 at Shre\'/sbury (fIde
~ay 8 at Tlnmouth, Clarendon, and Dead Creek, Hay 9 at Woodstock, and
Hay 11 at Craftsbury. Birds seemed as abundant everywhere as usual. WII­
sonts Warbler reports \'/ere dovm to 5 this year, seen Hay 12 (first at "PT'aln­
field, HFM) to Hay 26 from locations scattered over the state. A Canada
lIarbler Hay I at lIinhall (WJN) ",as the earliest (by 6 davs) ever reported to
these llRecords. 1I Other area firsts came much later, e~g. May 12 at Stock­
bridge (EH), Hay 14 at Craftsbury (FO), and Hay 18 at Vernon (WDN). Num-
bers looked average. An American Redstart Hay 4 at Shre\1sbury (fIde AFS)
tied the previous early record, and most area firsts Vlere about 3-5 days
ahead of average arrival. Redstarts reached Corn",all by Hay 7 (AP); Claren­
don, Middlebury and Chelsea by May 8; Woodstock, Tinmouth and Craftsbury by
Hay 9. There were no notable migratory concentrations, but breeding popu­
lations looked good. A bird "'as on a nest in Ferrisburg by Hay 27 (JID, HCD).
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House Sparrow numbers seemed average in most areas but perhaps a bit

down In the Northeast Kingdom (FO). The first Bobol inks reached Ht. Holly
(AEB) and Hlddlebury (HN) by Hay 4. Hany areas recorded first arrivals Hay
7-9, by which latter date they had reached Craftsbury (FO). Several observ­
ers cons i dered Bobo 11 nk numbers up, though Eleanor Ell is thought them not
as plentiful In the Springfield area as during the very good 1978 season.
In contrast, numbers of Eastern Headowlark seemed down. As usual, a fel'l
bi rds were found in Harch: 1 on Harch 16 at Jefferson (FO, JW), Harch 22
at Harshfield (LNH) , and 3-4 on Harch 24 at Cornl',all (AP). Other areas
listed firsts April 3-12, with a high count of 25 on flay 8 at Dead Creek
(WJN). Though a few Red-winged Blackbi rds probably overwintered, migration
began early in Harch, as demonstrated by the following first arrivals:
Harch I at Shrewsbury (fide AFS), I on Harch 4 at North Pomfret (HCH) , I on
Harch 6 at South Burl ington (fIde BSE), 1 on Harch 7 at Clarendon (lHP),
and 2 on March 9 at Plainfield (HFM). As usual buildup l'1as fast, with Hat
least 50" at Ht. Holly by Harch 5 (AEB), ca. 160 at Corn",all by Harch 8
(AP), 400+ at South Hero by Harch 10 (BSE, ORE), and 250 at Craftsbury by
Harch 23 (FO). An immature male Orchard Oriole "as seen April 27 at Corn­
wall by Alan and Dotty Pistorlus for the only report of the season. The
Northern Oriole arrived about \'1hen expected, with firsts Hay 1 at Clarendon
(LHP), Hay 3 at South Pomfret and Ht. Holly, flay 4 In Shrewsbury, Hay 6 in
Wall ingford, Hay 7 in Hidd,lebury, and Hay 8 In Plainfield and Craftsbury,
at which latter location a female was already gathering nesting materials
that date (FO). The species was cons Idered common at Clarendon by Hay 10
(LHP), and both Hetcalf in Plainfield and Oatman In the Northeast Kingdom
thought Northern Orioles especially abundant this year. A 2~-3 mile section
of the Barton River produced a tally of 30-40 on Hay 23 (FO, CSz, CSP).
Rusty Blackbirds were \1ell reported "ith 21 sightings, flarch 14 (11t. Holly,
AEB) on",ards, though Craftsbury's first did not come until Harch 23 (FO).
Migration continued at least until April 22. A pair of Rustys \'1ere feeding
young at Winhall by Hay 28 (WJN) , but the previously good breeding popula­
tions in the Island Pond area \'1ere defini tely ...Iay down (FO). The fl rst
Common Grackle reports were March 2 at Grafton (DC), March 5 at Cornwall
(I, AP), Harch 6 at Woodstock (CRP), and flarch 15 at Plainfield (HFH) ,
though careful observers at Brattleboro and Clarendon did not see firsts
until March 21-22. The seasonal high was 1,000+ on March 31 at Clarendon
(LHP), and Grackles had a nest by Hay 23 near Nel1port (FO) and eggs by Hay
26 in southern Vermont (RWP). At least a few Brown-headed Cmvbirds over­
\1intered, such as I at Ht. Holly which remained until Harch 3 (AEB). Typical
first arrivals \'/ere March 6 at South Woodstock (IM5), Ion March 9 at
Plainfield (HFH) , and 1 on Harch 15 at Waterbury (HBD). Numbers seemed
average. The Scarlet Tanager arrived about on cue, vllth firsts (both sin-
gles) Hay 8 at Clarendon (lHP) and Hlddlebury (WS). Individuals reached
Stockbridge (EH) and Tlnmouth (GTl) by Hay 9, Woodstock by Hay 10 (JHN) ,
Springfield by Hay 12 (EE), and Craftsbury by flay 16 (FO, JW). Numbers
seemed normal, and nests v/ere found Hay 26 (I'Jith eggs) In south Vermont
(RWP) and Hay 30 at Babcock Nature Preserve (FO et al.).

FINCHES
---N-umbers of\Cardinal continue to look good (see vJinter report). Rose-
breasted Grosbeaks first appeared at Shrel'/sbury on Hay 4 (fide AFS), Claren­
don on Hay 5 (l, LHP), Springfield on Hay 7 (1, EE), and both Woodstock (SBL)
and Craftsbury (I, FO, DWB) on Hay 8. The high I"as 12-13 on flay 14 at
Greensboro and Craftsbury (FO, JW), and several observers considered numbers
up. The late-arriving Indigo Bunting \'Ias reported only 6 times, Hay 11 - 27.
The firsts 11ere Hay 11 at Herrick's Cove (WJN) and l1ay 12 at Tinmouth (GTL).
One thinks of Evening Grosbeaks primarily as winter birds in Vermont, but
many areas reported good-sized flocks (50-100) remaining into March and
April after a good Grosbeak \'1inter. Latest area reports range from April
15 to May 25, though Evenings breed locally in Vermont. Leutistic (very
pale) Evening Grosbeaks 11ere reported Harch 17 at Ht. HollY' (AEB) and Apri I
5 at West Woodstock (BBr). Purple Finches \vere at many feeders In February
and March as previously reported; other areas reported first arrivals from
mld-Harch through mid-Apri I, \o/i th a high of 100+ on Apri I 22 at Winhall
(WJN). Thirty House Finches \'/ere reported from 13 locations, up from last
spring's 20, seen from 9 locations. Northernmost locations vlere Jericho in
the west, Randolph in the center, and Non/lch In the east. After a \vinter
invasion, Pine Grosbeaks remained into mid-March In many areas, with latest
reports Harch 23 at Harlboro (I, WDN) and Hay 4 at Clarendon (6+, LHP). As
during ~he I'/lnter, there were only scattered reports of Pine Siskin, for a
total of 8. The maximum count "'as 40 Harch 3-18 at Plainfield (HFH). At
Wallingford 3 Siskins ceased visiting a feeder on May 8th (BLR). American
Goldfinches seem to have dispersed quietly from the large flocks reported in
\,lInter, returning to several northern areas \vhere they did not Ivlnter April
24-Aprll 30. Rufous-sided TOY/hees were first reported Apri I 25 at Burling­
ton (I, BSE, ORE), April 26 at Tlnmouth 0, GTL) and Shre"sbury (fide AFS),
and April 29 at Woodstock (EHHe). Towhees \oJere considered common at Claren­
don by Hay 12 (LHP). The Savannah S arro\v \'/aS poorly reportedi the fi rst
was March 25 at Woodstock JMN, follm'led by 2 on Apri 1 21 at North Pomfret
(EH) and I on Hay 3 at Rutland (liJN). The seasonal high 11as only 10 on Hay
8 at Dead Creek (WJN). Bi 11 Norse reported the only Grasshopper SparrovJs,
singles Hay 8 at Bridport and Middlebury. A pitiful 5 reports of Vesper
Sparrow v/ere submitted: 1 on Apri I 24 and 3 on April 26 at Cornwall and
"several" at Dead Creek (AP); I on Hay 8 at Hlddlebury Airport (\IJN); I
somehwere In south Vermont Hay 26 (WGE, GFE); and I on Hay 27 at Springfield
\'lhere Vespers were considered down (EE). Though a fe\'1 Dark-eyed Juncos \'/ere
around In January and February, many areas reported fi rsts March 22 - 28.
Highs \',ere 25-30 at Ht. Holly Harch 30 (AEB) , 100 at Winhall Apri 1 6 (WJN) ,
150+ at Tinmouth on April 14 (GTL), and large flocks "'ere stili at Grafton'
on April 24 (DC). Nesting had begun by Hay 12 at Lincoln (fide JID). An
OREGON JUNCO form 11as seen Apri I 28 at Winhall by Bill Norse. After a poor
I'dnter, Tree Sparrows were reported only 10 times in March and Apri 1, the
latest April 23 at Cornwall (AP) and Aprl i 24 at Woodstock (JHN). There
I',ere 2 flay reports - Hay 10 and Hay 19 at Shre,,/sbury (fide AFS). ~
Sparrows reached Herrick's Cove (I, WJN) and Hlddlebury (I, AP) by Apri I 23;
PI ttsford, Shrewsbury and Tinmouth by April 25. Thereafter small numbers
(high 8-10 on Hay 8 at Craftsbury, FO) \1ere seen, and a pair "'/ere nest-
building by May 17 at Saxtons River (DC). Fifteen Field SparrO\'/s v/ere re-
ported, and observers at Wlnhall, Clarendon and 6rattleboro considered breed-
ing populations down there. First arr-Ivals \'1ere: April 8 at Middlebury,
Winhall, and Woodstock, \'Iith scattered slghtings thereafter. Thirty White­
crowned Sparrows \'Iere reported, Apri I 2lj - Hay 16, \'/i th highs of 4 on Apri 1
25 at Randolph (EWC) and 5 on Hay 8 at Hiddlebury (WS). Several active ob­
servers failed to see White-crov1ns in areas I,there they normally do. A few
White-throated SparrO\'/s overvtlntered, but migration .../as certainly underway
by April 12 when 4 were seen at Woodstock (JHN); Wallingford had 2-3 on
April 15 (BLR); but most areas reported firsts April 22-24, by which time
birds v/ere numerous at Grafton (DC). There ylere no notable concentrations.
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Twenty-nine Fox SparrOl'ls were reported, \·!ith area firsts 11arch 23 at I'larl­
boro (I, WON), t1arch 24 at Stockbridge, Winhall and Woodstock; Harch 27 at
Tinmouth; and March 28 at Waterbury. Several locales had highs of 3, and
birds \'Jere gone by April 30 (I at Jericho, BFG, GPG). The lincoln's Sarro\'1
\'/as reported only 3 times: April 24, 2 at the Barre Reservoir LNt1; Hay
II, I at South Woodstock (fIde SBL)! and flay 21,3-4 at Island Pond (FO, WS,
GFE, WGE). Swamp SparrOl-/s first appeared Apri I 22 at Shre\'lsbury (AFS),
April 23 at West Rutland Harsh (4, LHP), April 24 at Harlboro (I, WON), and
Apri I 26 at Winhai I (I, WJN), The high count \'las 8 on Hay 8 at Dead Creek
(~JJN). Song S arroi'ls I'lere fi rst located at Corm-Iall t1arch B (AP), Shrev/sbury
Harch 20 fide AFS , Barnard Harch 22 (HLW) , Harlboro Harch 22 (I1DN) , Water-
bury Harch 23 (HBD) , and Craftsbury Ilarch 26 (FO, JW), Hlgrant high counts
\'Iere 16 on Harch 23 at Harlboro (WON) and 12+ on Harch 31 at Clarendon (LHP),
Populations seemed good, and birds \'/ere nest-building by 11ay 3 at Woodstock
(JHN) and had eggs by Ilay 23 at Craftsbury (FO, J\I), The SnOl'1 Bunting I'las
reported t\·rice - a fe\;1 at Bridport on Harch I (AP) and ca. 70 at Manchester
on Harch 3 (DWS) ,


