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Following the trend of 1980, this was essen-
tially an early spring, with many very early arrival
dates, especially for passerines in the latter part
of April and during May. February was exceptionally
mild, following a frigid December and January, tem—
peratures reached the 60's (F) and both Canada Geese
and Red-winged Blackbirds were on the move by Feb.
19th. Temperatures returned to more nearly normal
levels in early and middle March, but the melting of
ice, vhich cammenced in February, brought an early
and productive northward movement of waterfowl, with
some on the move early in the month.

However, the passerines were delayed in March by
the return of cold weather. American Robins, for
example, I considered to be generally late this
year. They did not became abundant until April.
Iate March and early April, however, were quite
warm, the thermameter reaching a record 737 in Bur-
lington on April 4, and the early migrants -
Icterids, Robins, et al streamed through in numbers.
Such April migrants as the Hermit Thrush, Rough-
inged Swallow, and Solitary Vireo turned up quite

\rly.

Some cool weather returned in mid-April with a
record low 23~ at Burlington April 21. Our record-
setting Spring Hawk Watch (see Spring 1981 Hawk
Report) was taken during this period, a good hawk-
watching day being April 26th, despite north windsé

May was warmer than the average, with an 837F
reading at Burlington on May 5th, and the insectiv-
orous May migrants streamed through, many of them

with very early arrival dates. With relatively
little adverse weather, many species breeding north
of us just over-flew Vermont. I considered the

"budworm" species of warblers (Bay-breasted, Black-
poll, Cape May, Tennessee) as scarce at my southern
Vermont location. This was no doubt due to the lack
of adverse weather to ground them. An easterly
weather system May 11-12 probably was the cause of
the state's first ARCTIC TERN specimen found along
the Stage Rd. in E. Barnard.

Rutland observers reported small warbler waves
5/5 & 13, and a major wave 5/17. At the VINS Band-
ing Station in Woodstock, they considered 5/15 and
5/26 to be the best days with 16 and 18 species
netted respectively. At Winhall and nearby areas I
thought 5/5, 5/15 & 5/26 to be good days.

Improved coverage in many areas, especially
around Rutland, the northwest portion, and around
Woodstock produced, as I mentioned before, a lot of
early arrivals. Many of these dates campare with
arrivals 250 miles south of here. It is interesting
to note that a few of the early "firsts" were way up
north at St. Albans. There were same very good
tounts of shorebirds for spring, mostly around the
Colchester area.

Rarities, of course, are the spice of birding
and we had quite a few this spring. The best were
GOLDEN EAGLE (2 reports), ARCTIC TERN, NORTHERM
THREE-TOED WOODPECKER (3 reports), YELIOW-HEADED

BLACKBIRD, AND SMITH'S LONGSPUR (final acceptance 'i:)yi
VT Records Committee pending). Other birds of
interest included GREAT EGRET, GLOSSY IBIS, SPRUCE
GROUSE, BIACK-BELLIED PIOVER, GLAUCOUS GULL, RED-
HEADED WOODPECKER, LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE, & BREWSTER'S
WARBLER.

The BIRDATHON was taken mainly on May 23, and
the "Northern" team of Walter Ellison, George Elli-
son and Nancy Martin led with 134 species, followed
by the "Southern" team of Annette Gosnell, Don
Clark, Whitney Nichols and Chris Kibbe, who got 127
species. Five other groups also topped 100 species.
I might add that the Ellison-Martin team turned in
an excellent detailed report with numbers on all
species, and that one day provided the bulk of our
"high counts" in the species write-up, the Island
Pond area, especially, turning up one high count
after another.

A free flying Egyptian Goose was seen in May in
the Charlotte-Ferrisburg area by many observers.
One wonders if this exotic was derived from the same
source as the Ruddy Shelducks of a few years ago.

Two hundred twenty-four species, plus 1 hybrid
were reported for Spring 1981.

SMITH'S LONGSPUR

LOONS AND GREBES

The first Common Loons of the season were 2 3/23 in
the Comnecticut River at Norwich (HSR) followed by 2 on
3/25 at Shelburne (DBa). A total of 46 were reported for
the season. Notable concentrations were (both flying over
Hawk Watches) 6 on 4/26 at Sykes Ave., White River Jct.
(NIM, WGE) and 12 flying west fram the Winhall Hawk Look-
out (hereafter WHL) 4/25 (WIN). A total of 17 were seen
fram the WHL for the season (WJN). The final report was
of two at Dix Reservoir, Barre 5/26 (RJR). A fine total
of 12 Red-necked Grebes were reported, 3 on 4/1 Wilder
(WGE), & on 4/25 at Alburg (DKL, RBL), 1 4/26 Lake Morey,
1 Lake Fairlee 4/26, 1 Wilder 4/26 (all NIM, WGE), 2 Dewey
Marsh 5/2 (RD). A total of 47 Horned Grebes were report-
ed, 2 4/1 wilder (WGE), 2 4/11 Wilder (NIM, WGE), 3 4/18
Addison (NIM, WGE), 1 4/10 Samerset Reservoir (KMC), 26
4/25 Alburg (DKL, RBL), 4 4/26 Wilder, 8 4/26 Lake Fair-
lee, 1 4/26 Ompompancosuc (all NMIM, WGE). Eight Pied-
billed Grebes were reported, mostly in late Bpril. The
first were 2 4/11 Milton to Burlington (NIM, WGE), 1 4/18
Burlington (NIM), 1 4/26 Berlin Pond (MFM), 1 4/26 Lake
Fairlee (NIM, WGE), 1 4/27 Gale Meadows (Winhall) (WIN), 1
4/30 Dix Res., Barre (RJR), 1 5/23 Berlin Pond (MFM).




CORMORANT AND WADING BIRDS
There were but two records of the Double-crested Cor—

morants 5 4/18 Addison (NIM, WGE) and 8 5/22 Alburg (DKL,
RBL). The first Great Blue Heron was 1 3/22 Rockingham
(NT_M WGE), then 173728 Windsor, 1 3/28 Norwich (both NLM,
W), 2 4/1 Gale Meadows (WIN), 1 4/3 Rutland (CJF), 1 4/4
Sprlrygfleld (MAP). The highest count was 9 5/23 Dead
Creek Wildlife Management Area (NLM, WGE, GFE). One report
of the Great Egret 1 5/23 Dead Creek WMA (NIM, WGE, GFE).
No report of either Cattle Egret or Snowy Egret. The
first Green Heron was seen 4/28 at Berlin Pond (RJR), 1
5/1 Danby (CJF) small numbers were seen through May. The
first Black-crowned Night Heron was 1 4/18 Dead Creek WMA
(NLM, WGE), all reports were in the Champlain Valley.
Maximum 4 5/30 Dead Creek WMA (ELW). There were two re-
ports of the elusive Least Bittern 1 5/23 West Rutland
Marsh (WJON), 1 5/23 Dead Creek WMA (SBL), first American
Bittern was 1 4/8 Dead Creek WMA (NIM, WGE) next 1 4/20

Gale Meadows (WJIN), max. 4 4/23 Dead Creek WMA (NLM, WGE).

There is a report of a Glossy Ibis 3 miles N.W. of the
Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge (JNi, RNi).

WATERFOWL

When discussing Canada Geese it should be recognized
by all that we have two distinct populations occurring in
Vermont. One, the truly wild birds, largely overfly the
state to their North Canadian breeding grounds, except for
stopovers at such places as Dead Creek WMA, other spots
alorg ILake Champlain, and lesser numbers at Herrick's
Cove. The second group are the feral descendants of re-
leased birds, which include all those breeding in the
state and most of those seen in May and June and through
the summer, the ones seen feeding along the roads, and
those that are excessively tame. The records for both of
these groups are lumped together, and frequently it is
difficult to assign a particular record to one or the
other., The feral birds are descended in part fram releas-
es at Dead Creek WMA and in part from a large feral popu-—
lation, numbering many thousands, resident around the New
York City area, spreading north up the Hudson Valley and
into Western New England. These birds originated fram
Bronx Zoo releases and fram Sportsmen’s Clubs on Long Is-
land, many years ago. The first Canada Geese were on the
move 2/19 with the warm weather, 3 Winhall (WIN), 8 were
seen 3/4 Norwich (HSR), 2 on 3/13 Wirhall (WJN), 6 Hart-
land 3/10 (ELW). The highest count was 3900 4/8 Dead
Creek WMA (NIM, WGE). There were three records of the
Brant, 1 5/21 Blodgett's Beach-Burlington (W), 1 5/27
Prouty Beach-Newport (WS, et al), 1 5/27 Young Island
(SBL, ALG et al). Snow Geese appeared in numbers in late
March. First 1 3/24 Dead Creek WMA (JDS), 30 3/27 Wey-
bridge (MN), 60 Pomfret 3/29 (EH), 78 3/28 Hinesburg
(WRB), 120 3/29 Dead Creek WMA (NIM, WGE), 100+ 3/30
Winhall Hawk Lookout (hereinafter WHL) (WJIN), scattered
reports in BApril, the last-l1 5/21 Alburg (DKL, RBL).
Mallard -~ the remarks concerning the Canada CGoose apply
equally to the Mallard. First 4 3/1 Rutland (CJF), 3 3/13
Wnite River Jot. (WGE), max. 46 3/22 (20 Herrick's Cove,
26 Springfield) (NIM, WGE). Broods by late May Cummings
pond, Woodstock (OC), Herrick's Cove 5/20 (WON). Black
Duck first 1 3/1 Rutland (CJF), 2 3/14 Rutland (CJF), max.
B4 3/22 Herrick's Cove and Springfield (NLM, WGE), brood
5/19 Woodstock (JMN). Gadwall - 6 3/22 Herrick's Cove
(KMC, EDW), 2 4/11 Burlington (NIM, WGE), 4 4/18 Burling-
ton (NIM, WGE). Northern Plntall - 4 3/15 Herrick's Cove
(ELW), 5 3/17 Manchester (RuS), 6 3/21 South Hero (MM,
WGE), 8 Herrick's Cove 3/22 (ELW), 1 3/26 Mt. Holly (AEB),
2 4/3 Herrick's Cove (WIN), last 1 5/23 Burlington (MM,

WGE, GFE). First Green-winged Teal, 1 3/29 Plainfield
(MEM), 6 3/29 Conn. River (RHH), also 4 4/4 Springfield

(MAP), 1 4/8 Herrick's Cove (WNJ), 10 4/8 Pittsford (NIM,
WCE), max. 22 4/18 Champlain Valley (NIM, WGE, et al),
late dates 4 5/3 Burton Island (JMC), 2 5/8 Rutland (CJF),
1 5/26 Herrick's Cove (WIN). First Blue—w.-.rlnged Teal drake
3/24 Dead Creek WMA (JDS), 1 4/4 plainfield (MFM), 3 4/8
Pittsford (MM, WGE), 3 4/17 Gale Meadows (WIN), late 1
5/14 Springfield Meadows (WJN), and 5/26 Timmouth (PB),
high count 18 Sand Bar to Dead Creek 5/23 (NIM, WGE, GFE).
The American Wigeon was reported mainly fram Herrick's
Cove. Up to 8 birds were present there 3/19 to 3/29 (KMC,
ELW, WJN, NIM, WGE), 6 were reported fram the Comn. River
(location unspecified) 3/29 (RHH). The only ones fram the
north were a pair 3/29 Arnold Bay (TAS). There were three
reports of the scarce Northern Shoveler, 2 4/18 Dead Creek
WMA (NIM, WGE et al) 2 5/3 Buriington Intervale (wWS), 2
5/23 Dead Creek WMA (ALG, WIN, DC, CDK). Wood Ducks moved
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widely in March this year, due no doubt to early ice
breakup - 1st, 3/21 Clarendon (CJF), 20 3/22 Herrick's
Cove to Springfield (NIM, WGE, MAP), 2 3/28 Sunderland
(KRH), 2 3/31 Quechee (KRT), 2 3/30 Plainfield (MiM).
Most birds moved through in April, a count of 10 4/27 at
Gale Meadows (WIN) was noteworthy for there. Nesting was
underway at most locations by late May. It was a good
spring for Ring-necked Ducks, up to 20 were seen at Her-
rick's Cove fram 3/16 to 4/3 (ELW, MAP, KMC, WJN, RHH,
NIM, WGE). Also 3 3/27 Blodgett's Beach, Burlington
(WRB), 22 3/24 Hubbardton to Addison (NIM, WGE). ILate
dates were 3 4/28 Shoreham (WGE et al), 4 4/26 Berlin Pond
(MFM), 1 5/1 Gale Meadows (WJIN), 2 5/2 Dewey Marsh (RD),
pair 5/19 Berlin Pond (RJR), 5/23 Birdathon (MFM et al).
There were four reports of the Canvasback - 4 3/8 Her-
rick's Cove (KMC), 6 Herrick's Cove 3/15 (ELW), 10 3/21 N.
Herc (NIM, WGE), 2 BHerrick's Cove 3/22 (NIM, WGE). There
were but three reports of Greater Scaup - 7 3/21 N. Hero

(NIM, WGE), 7 4/1 wWilder (WGE), 1 4/3 Herrick's Cove
(WIN). Eleven Lesser Scaup reported - 1 3/28 Weathers—

field (NIM, WGE), 2 Conn. Riv. (where?) 3/29 (RHH), 5 3/24
Addison (NIM, .WCGE), 3 4/28 Addison (WGE, et al), also at
least 5 undetermined Scaup (NIM, WGE). Cammon Goldeneyes
were first reported 3/14 at Herrick's Cove (EAW). They
built up to 50 there 3/22 (ELW). Last seen there 2 4/22
(WIN). The largest count was 115 Grand Isle 3/21 (NLM,
WGE). Late were 2 Sand Bar WMA 5723 (NIM, WGE, GFE) pos-
sible breeders. There were nine reports of Bufflehead -
10 Shoreham 3/20 (EIW), 1 Herrick's Cove 3/26 {WNJ), 1 Ad-
dison 3/29 (NIM, WGE), 4 4/1 Wilder (WGE), 3 4/8 Button
Bay SP (NIM, WGE), 2 4/9 Barnard (EH), 2 4/11 Burlington
(WGE), 7 4/18 Button Bay SP (NIM, WGE, et al), 2 5/2 Dewey
Marsh (RD). There was but one report of Oldsquaw - 1
female 3/21 Grand Isle (NIM, WGE). BAmazingly there were
no reports of any Scoters which must be due to some lapse
in coverage. The first Hooded Mergansers were 2 3/14 Rut~
land (CJF), up to 15 were at Herrick's Cove 3/22 & 26
(NILM, WGE, WJN, ELW), also 1 5/8 Benson (CJF), 3 5/11
Moose Bog (WS, CWS), and 5/22 Gale Meadows nesting in a
natural cavity (WIN). Common Mergansers wvwhich probably
overwintered were first reported with 10 3/5 Rutland
(RHH). 'They rapidly built up in numbers in March with 25
shoreham 3/20 (EIW), 60 3/21 Grand Isle (NLM, WGE), 2 3/20
E. Montpelier (MFM), 49 Herrick's Cove to Sprlrgfleld 3/22
(NLM, WGE), 80 Burlington 3/23 (WRB), 30 4/3 Herrick's
Cove (WIN). Late records probably represent breeders or
potential breeders, 2 5/6 Rochester (MCy), 2 Seymour Lake-
Morgan 5/26 (JEC). There were five reports of the Red-
breasted Merganser - 1 male 3/8 Herrick's cove (KMC), 4
3/24 Addison (NLM, WGE), 21 4/11 Burlington (NIM, WGE, et
al), 2 4/24 Barre Res. (MFM), 20 4/28 Addison (WGE, et
al).

DIURNAL RAPTORS

The Spring 1981 Hawk Watch came up with a spectacular
2,210 total, best ever for a spring Bawkwatch. The Turkey
Vulture continues its increase in Vermont. The hawk
watchers recorded 30 vultures. The first one occurred
3/10 at New Haven (JID, MCD). Also 1 3/10 at Shaftsbury
(BdS), 1 3/24 Center Rutland (NLM, IHP), 1 3/28 Herrick's
Cove (NIM, WGE), 2 3/29 Springfield (AH), 2 3/29 Dead
Creek WMA (TAS), 1 3/29 Shoreham (NLM, WGE). Many more
sightings occurred in April, when the main influx took
place, with a maximum of 4 per day. Seven Goshawks were
recorded on hawk watches. Nine other reports were submit-
ted, 1 3/23 Westminster (MAP), 1 3/19 Mt. Holly (AEB).
Other dates were in April with the last 5/31 at Starksboro
(WRB, PMB). An immature was seen 4/5 at Starksboro eating
a chicken! (WRB, PMB). Three hundred twenty-one Sharp-
shinned Hawks were seen on hawk watches. Same were seen
in February, probably over-wintering birds. The first
definite migrants were 1 3/25 WHL (WJON), 1 Rutland 4/22
(RHH), 1 4/26 Woodstock (JMN). Best count 58 4/26 Deer
Leap-Bristol (JJA et al). A pair was seen in courtship
5/9 Ferdinand (NIM, WGE, EE et al). Thirteen Cooper's
Hawks were seen on the hawk watch, 7 additional sightings
were submitted, 1 3/23 Shrewsbury (LPS), 1 3/29 No. Pom—
fret (EH), 1 3/29 Hartford (WGE), 1 4/3, 1 4/9 Hartford
(WGE), 1 5/9 Timmouth (GTL), 1 5/23 Chippenhock (SBL,
BLR). Red-tailed Hawks overwintered in many places. One
hundred ninty-eight were seen on the hawk watches. Early
reports were 1 Rutland 3/1 (RHH), 1 3/13 Plainfield (MFM),
4 3/17 salisbury and New Haven (CJF), 1 3/22 Tirmouth
(GrL), 1 Springfield 3/23 (ELW), 1 3/23 Woodstock (JMN), 1
3/24 West Baven (FSA). High Count was 47 at Mt. Philo
4/26 (WS et al). A nest with young was discovered on a




steep cliff - West Baven 5/14 (SBL, JDL). Three different
albinistic Red-tails were reported -~ Haverhill-Newbury
4/12 (TL), 1 Waitsfield 3/12 (ADH), 1 3/5 Starksboro (WRB,
PMB). It is possible that same of these birds might be
referred to the western race kriderii, which has been re-
vorded in the east. Twenty-nine Red-shouldered Hawks were
len on the hawk watches. First migrants 3/13 Norwich
AH), 1 3/15 Grafton (DC), 1 3/22 Fair Haven (FSA), 1 3/22
ferrisburg (JID, MCD), 1 3/30 WHL (WNJ). High count 5 4/3
Hartford (WGE). One thousand one hundred forty-four
Broad-winged Hawks were seen on the hawk watches. A very
early bird was seen 3/24 at Clarendon (IHP), 1 4/16 WHL
(WIN), 2 4/18 No. Hero (MFM), 11 4/19 Norwich (WGE), max.
294 4/26 White River Jct. (WGE et al). Three Rough-legged
Hawks were seen on the hawk watch - 1 3/22 Ferrisburg
(JID, MCD)}, 4 3/21 No. Hero - Sand Bar WMA (NIM, WGE), 1
4/18 WHL, (WIN), 1 5/1 Danby (CJF), 2 5/8 Woodstock (IMN) -

GOLDEN EAGLE

'PJ’MRT/N
2xy late. There were two reports of the seldcm seen GOL-
EN EAGLE, 1 imm. 3/18 So. Hinesburg (WRB), 1 imm. 3729

Westford (MJM, SAM, SJC). It was certainly a good spring
for eagles, for there were no less than 10 reports of the
Bald Eagle, but the pattern suggests that there may have
Peen no more than two or three birds which were seen re-
peatedly. The records follow - 1 "Spring 81" North Hart-
land, mouth of Ottauguechee River (RbR), 1 imm. 3/5 So.
Royalton, White River (TF), 1 ad. 3/11 Randolph Center
(™), 1 imm. ILeicester 3/25 (KMC), 1 imm. 3/21 mouth of
ompompancosuc  {TL, HSR), 1 imm. 4/2 Bethel (JHa), 1 ad.
4/25 Troy (CIN), 1 imm. 4/26 White River Jct. (NIM, WGE),
1 ad. 4/29 So. Wallingford (JVi, PhB), 1 ad. 5/21 Canaan
(CBH). Thirteen Northern Harriers were seen on the hawk
watches, 18 others were reported. The earliest was 1 3/17
Wells River (EGV), 2 3/24 Dead Creek WMA (JDS), 1 3/21 No.
Hero (NIM, WGE), 1 3/29 Ferrisburg (TAS), 1 3/30 Tirmouth
(PB). Ilate ones 1 5/17 West Haven (SBL, JDL), 1 5/23 Dead
Creek WMA (ALG, DC, WDN, CDK, SBL). Seventy-four Ospreys
were recorded on the hawk watches. The first was a phe-
nomenally early 2 3/7 along the Walloamsac River, Benning-
ton (HAT, JMD), 1 4/4 WHL (WJIN), 1 4/4 Barnard (MLW), 2
Herrick's Cove 4/4 (MAP), 1 4/8 Brownington (CSa), max. 25
Westford 4/26 (MM, et al), last 5/23 Ferdinand (NLM, WGE,
GFE). One reregrine Falcon was seen on a hawk watch 4/27
at Deer leap (Bristol) (JJA, et al). Five others were
seen ~ 1 3/31 Shoreham (ELW), 1 4/26 Riverton (MFM), 1
4/29 Bethel (MPM), 1 5/3 Ferrisburg (wS), 1 imm. 5/8 Al-
bany (MFM). Five Merlins were seen on the hawk watches -
1 4/3 Hartford (WGE), 2 4/26 White River Jct. (WGE, GFE),
2 4/26 Mt. Philo (WS, JID). Seventy-one American Kestrels

were seen on the hawk watches. First 3/1 Rte. 30 Fair
Haven (FSA), 1 3/1 Rutland (RHH), 1 3/18 Plainfield (MFM),
1 3/20 Shoreham (ELW), 3 3/22 Springfield (MAP), 1 3/24
Brovmsville (JEH, BMH), max. 24 Dead Creek WMA 4/18 (NLM,
WGE, et al).

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS

Two reports of the Spruce Grouse both at Moose Bog in
Ferdinand, 2 5/10 (WS, CwS), L 5/23 (NIM, WGE, GFE). The
Ruffed Grouse population seems to be reasonably stable.
They were widely reported, the most reported in one day

was 4 Island Pond 5/23 (NIM, WGE, GFE). A Common Bobwhite
3/7 at Brownsville (JEH, BMH) probably stémmed fram same
stocking project by sportsmen, which have occurred in var-
ious parts of the state. Unusual were 2 Gray Partridges
3/29 at Colchester (MLY), probably derived from estab-
lished populations farther north in Canada. Ten were seen
in the St. Albans area fram 5/2 to 5/30 (JMC), who says he
has seen them in the area for years. A Ring-necked Pheas-
ant was reported on the Shrewsbury Birdathon 5/23 (AFS).
Fbout 25 Wild Turkeys were reported, mostly fram the west-
ern portion of the state where it is more abundant - 2
4/15 No. Pamfret (TStJ).

RATLS AND GALLINULES

There were seven reports of the Virginia Rail - 1 Dead
Creek WMA 4/18 (NLM, WGE, et al), 2 4/28 W. Rutland Marsh
(WGE, RiM, LiM), 1 5/3 Shoreham (ELW), 1 5/10 W. Rutland
Marsh (RHH), 2 5/16 Dead Creek WMA (RHH), 1 5/23 W. Rut-
land Marsh (WIN), 5 5/23 Dead Creek WMA, 1 5/23 Newport
(NLM, WGE, GFE). There were four reports of the Sora - 2
4/18 Dead Creek WMA (NIM, WGE, et al), 1 5/23 Newport
(NLM, WGE, GFE), 1 5/23 W. Rutland Marsh (WJN), 1 5/23
Dead Creek WMA (SBL, IHP, BLR, DCa, CWS, AVS). There were
three reports of the Common Gallinule - 1 4/26 on top of
Mt. Philo (WS), 1 5/14 Williston (CCy), 1 Dead Creek WMA
5723 (DCa, CWs, AVS).

SHOREBIRDS

There were two records of the Semipalmated Plover, 1
5/23 Colchester Point (NLM, WGE, GFE), 5 5/23 Colchester,
mouth of Winooski River (RBL, DKL). First Killdeer of the
year 1 3/13 Burlington (CWS), followed by 1 3/15 Pampanco-
suc (TL), 1 3/27 Tirmouth (PB), 2 3/28 Quechee (KRT),
2/27 Burlington (WRB). After which they became widely
distributed. Highest count 10 5/21 Dead Creek WMA (WJIN).
Black-bellied Plover 1 5/23 Dead Creek WMA (ALG, WDN, DC,
CDK). Two Ruddy Turnstones were seen 5/23 at the mouth of
the Winooski River in Colchester (RBL, DKL). First Ameri-
can Woodcock 3/2 Herrick's Cove (MAP, JWP) early, I 3/22
Hartford (GFE), 1 3/23 Rutland (CJF), 1 3/28 Stockbridge
(EH), 3/28 1 Herrick's Cove, 1 Hartford (NIM, WGE). High-
est counts 6 St. Albans Bay 4/27 (JMC), 6 5/23 Island Pond
(NIM, WGE, GFE). First Common Snipe 1 4/5 Herrick's Cove
(MaP), 1 4/5 Clarendon (CJF), 1 4/7 Dead Creck WMA (JID,
MCD), 2 4/10 Albany (TP), 2 4/10 No. Pomfret (MHR, TCR),
largest number 6 5/23 Island Pond (NLM, WGE, GFE). There
were eight reports of Upland Sandpiper - 5 5/2 Shoreham
(ELW), 3 5/3 Shoreham (ELW), 2 5/3 Charlotte (RNS), 2 5/3
Ferrisburg (WS), 4 5/8 Newport (MFM), 2 5/23 No. Ferris-
burg (NIM, WGE, GFE), 1 5/26 Springfield Meadows (WJN), 2
5/2 Burlington (RNS, GaL). The Spotted Sandpiper arrived
Herrick's Cove 1 4/28 (WON), 1 4/28 Sherburne (WGE et al),
2 5/1 West Arlington (CJF), 6 Rutland 5/1 (RHH), 2 5/3 St.
Albans Bay (JMC). Highest count was 12 5/8 Hardwick Lake
(MFM) . Solitary Sandpiper first seen 1 5/1 Shoreham
(EIW), 2 5/8 Gale Meadows (WJN), 2 5/17 West Haven (SBL,
JDL). High Count 6 5/16 Addison (JID, MCD). Last ones 1
5/23 Dead Creek WMA (SBL), 1 5/23 Hardwick Lake (MFM), 1
5/24 Gale Meadows (WION). BAn early Greater Yellowlegs was
at Barre Res. 3/10 (MFM) followed by 1 3/29 Conn. River
(Location?) (RHH), 1 4/6 Brownsville (KMC), 1 4/17 Barre
Res. (MFM), 1 4/30 Victory Bog (DHM). High counts 4 5/8
Hardwick Lake (MPM), 3 5/20 Springfield Meadows (WIN),
last 5/23 Colchester (RBL, IKL). There were five records
of the Lesser Yellowlegs - 1 5/8 Hardwick Lake (MFM), 2
5/9 Middlebury (JID, MCD), 4 5/18 Springfield-Rockingham
Town Line Pond (MAP), 1 5/20 same place (WJON), 1 5/23
Hardwick Lake {MFM). There were three reports of Pectoral
Sandpiper - 1 4/6 Brownsville (KMC), 1 5/9 Middlebury
(JID, MCD), 1 5/23 Chittenden Co. Birdathon (C. Archer).
Least Sandpiper, first 1 5/8 Hardwick lake (MEM), 4 5/16
Iewis Creek (JID, MCD), 1 5/20 Springfield-Rockingham Town
Line Pond (WIN), 18 5/21 Dead Creek WMA (WJN), 9 5/22 West
Swanton, 10 5/22 Colchester (DKL, RBL), 50+ 5/23 Sand Bar
WMA (NIM, WGE, GFE), 8 5/23 Colchester Pt. (NLM, WGE,
GFE), 6 5/23 Dead Creek WMA (SBL), 1 5/25 Quechee (NILM,
WGE). There was one Dunlin report 3 5/27 Champlain Is-
lands (SBL, ALG, JoK, FWK). This was a good spring for
Dowitchers in the Champlain Valley, presumably Short-
billed at this time. Twenty-two at Sand Bar WMA 5/21
(RBL,, DKL), 59 Colchester 5/22 (RBL, DKL), 150 Sand Bar
WA 5/23 (NLM, WGE, GFE). The Semipalmated Sandpiper fre-
quently rare in spring, was seen two different days, 4
5/22 Colchester (RBL, DKL), 4 5/23 Colchester (NILM, WGE,
GFE, DKL, RBL).




GULLS AND TERNS

There were three reports of the Glaucous Gull - 1 imm.
3/22 Conn. River at White River Jct. (TL), 1 second year
4/18 Burlington (NLM, WGE, et al), 1 5/23 Chimney Point
(RAP, MY, CY). The following records of the Great Black-
backed Gull were concentrated in March and April; 1 3/21
Grand Isle (NIM, WGE), 2 3/22 Herrick's Cove (NIM, WGE), 4
3/23 Burlington (WRB), 1 3/26 Herrick's Cove (WIN), 6 3/29
Arnold Bay-lake Champlain (TAS), 2 4/11 Burlington (NIM,
WGE), 1 4/18 Button Bay SP, 1 4/18 Burlington (NIM, WGE),
1 5/23 Burlington (AFS). As usual one feels that Herring
and Ring-billed Gulls are under-reported. First Herring
Gulls reported, 55 Herrick's Cove 3/22 (NLM, WGE), 3 3/31
Newport (CWS), 3 3/26 Herrick's cove (WIN), high count was
100+ Burlington 4/18 (NLM, WGE), 6 Shelburne 5/22 (RHH), 3
5/21 Button Bay, Blodgett's Beach (WIN), 5 5/29 Seymour
lake, Morgan (JEC). The first Ring-billed Gull reported
was 3/17 E. Montpelier (MEM), 50 there 3/18 (MiM), 8 at
Shoreham 3/20. (ELW), 100 3/21 Grand Isle (NIM, WGE). The
largest count was 1500 4/11 Burlington to Grand Isle (NLM,
WGE). First Common Terns were 3 St. Albans Bay 5/3 (IMC),
also 3 5/23 Colchester (NLM, WGE, GFE). A new state re-
cord, and an exciting find, was an ARCTIC TERN in weakened

condition along Rte. 106 in Felchville (Reading) 5/12
(found by KMC, subsequently seen by DC and EE). The bird

was seen at close range and was observed to have a piece
of fishing line around his neck. Attempts to capture it
were unsuccessful. The following day 5/13 MHR discovered
a weakened ARCTIC TERN (no fishing line) along the Stage
Road in East Barnard, about 30 miles fram the other sight-

ARCTIC
TERN

ing. She saw the bird first at 07.45 when returning at
09.30 the bird was discovered dead by the side of the road
(bird now VINS specimen). Whether this represents one or
two Arctic Terns is indefinite. 5/12 and 13 were preceded
by stormy days with easterly winds. This specimen is the
first state record for the species, and has been accepted
as such by the VT Records Committee. Black Terns were at
Dead Creek WMA 5/3 (WS), 3 5/16 Lewis Creek (JiD, MCD), 4
Dead Creek WMA 5/17-21 (WRB, WION), 22 Newport, 2 Colches-
ter, 1 Dead Creek WMA 5/23 (NLM, WGE, GFE).

DOVES THROUGH KINGFISHER

Rock Doves were reported in usual numbers. Mourning
Doves over-wintered in such nurbers in Vermont, even at
higher elevations, that arrival dates of true migrants are
difficult to determine. The maximum count was 50 Rutland
3/8 (CJF). There were no reports of Yellow-billed Cuckoo.
First Black-billed Cuckoo, 1 Shoreham 5/14 (ELW), 2 Shore-
ham 5/20 (EIW) reported nesting. Fairly widespread by
5/23 on the Birdathon (many observers). There were 8 re-
ports of the Great Horned Owl scattered throughout the
state with a maximum of two. The Barred Owl was widely
reported as a resident species. There was but one Screech
Owl report; 1 5/23 Dead Creek WMA, called up with the use
of tape (MIM, WGE, GFE). There were two reports of the
elusive Long-eared Owl - 1 3/24 West Haven (NIM, WGE), 1
4/24-25 Bethel (JHa). Short-eared Owl, 1 hunting 5/26

Shoreham (ELW), 1 reported 5/23 on the Birdathon (CWS,
DCa, AVS). There were seven reports of the Saw-whet Owl -

1 3/6 Winhall (WJIN), I 3/16 Vershire (1G), 1 3/22 Cam
bridge (RYG, JGG), 2 3/31 Orleans (CWS), 1 5/8 Moose Bog,
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Ferdinand (CWs), 1 5/16 Albany (AEP), 2 5/23 Moose Bog
(NLM, WGE, GFE). There were nine reports of the Whip-
poor-will - lst 4/30 Winhall (WIN), 1 5/5 Woodstock (JDL),
1 5/8 Panton (WRB). The others were concentrated in late
May with a high of 5 5/23 Island Pond Airport (NIM, WGE,
GFE). The first Common Nighthawk was at Dead Creek WMA
5/14 (ELW), 2 5/19 Springfieid (MAP), Rutland 5/21 (SBL,
BIR). 'They were widespread there by 5/23 and were re-
corded on the Birdathon by many observers. Chimney Swifts
returned to many locations in April; 10 Rutland 4/28 (CJr,
RHH), 1 4/29 No. Bennington (NIM), 1 4/30 Hartford (WGE),
1 4/30 springfield (MAP), 5/4 Middlebury (WS). The maxi-
mum was 2-300 returning to a chimney at Bridgewater Mill
(HT). The first Ruby-throated Hummingbird was seen way up
north at St. Albans 5/4 (JMC), 1 Woodstock 5/9 (JMN), 1
5/11 Ferrisburg (JID, MCD). The maximum was 7 at Ferris-
burg 5/30 (JID, MCD). The first Belted Kingfisher was 1
3/1 Rutland (over-wintered?) (RHAH), 1 3/23 Rochester
(MCy), 1 3/28 Wilder (NIM, WGE), 1 4/3 Herrick's Cove
(WIN), 1 4/4 shoreham (ELW), 1 4/6 Barre Res. (MMM), max.
count 5 4/11 Grand Isle (WGE, NIM), 5 4/28 W. Rutland to
Dead Creek (WGE, et al).

WOODPECKERS

The first Common Flicker was seen and heard 3/22 No.
Paunfret (MHR, TCR), 1 3/29 Conn. River (where?)(RHH), 1
4/1 shrewsbury (LPS). A good movement occurred 4/4 vhen
present at Quechee (KRT), Winhall (WJN), Pittsford (BMZ),
high count was 12 Herrick's Cove 4/11 (EE). Pileated
Woodpeckers were widely reported and seemed in normal num-
bers. There were three reports of the scarce Red-headed
Woodpecker - pair 5/10 So. Starksboro (PKr), 1 ad. 5/16
Grand Isle (DKL, RBL), 1 5/23 Weybridge (RWP, MY, CY).
First Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was 1 Winhall 4/7 (WJN),
then 2 4/9 Hartford (WG&), the next was not reported until
4/17 leicester (PFZ, BPG), max. 10 4/18 Winhall (WJN).
Hairy Woodpecker and Downy Woodpecker seemed in stable and
usual numbers. A high count of Downies was 9 Champlain
Valley 4/28 (WGE et al). There were reports of the Black-
backed Three-toed Woodpecker all fram the N.E. Kingdom - 1
female 3/31 Island Pond (OWS, DCa), 3 5/11 Moose Bog (WS,
Ws), 1 5/23 Moose Bog (NIM, WGE, GFE). There were three
reports of the rare and elusive Northern Three-toed Wood-
pecker - 1 famale 3/31 Island Pond (CWS, IXa), | male 5/11
Buxton's Cabin - Ferdinand (WS), 1 female 5/21 Buxton's!
Cabin (WS, et al).

FLYCATCHERS

The first Eastern Kingbird occurred in the north at
Ferrisburg 4/30 (JID, MCD), followed by another at Shore-
ham 5/1 (ELW). First in the south was 1 5/1 W. Arlington
(CJF), then 1 5/2 So. Londonderry (WJN), max. 10 5/21 Dead
Creek WMA (WJIN). Like the Kingbird the first Great
Crested Flycatchers were in the Champlain Valley - I 5/T
Shoreham (ELW), 1 5/3 Ferrisburg (WS), 1 5/3 St. Albans
(mMC), followed by 1 5/5 Woodstock (JMN), 2 5/8 Benson
(CJF), 1 5/8 Winhall (WJN), max. 10 5/23 on the Birdathon
(NLM, WGE, GFE). Eastern Phoebe first reported, 1 3/28
No. Pomfret (MHR), I 3/29 Pomfret (MBD), 1 3/29 Shrewsbury
(LPS), 1 3/29 Wallingford (RHH), 2 3/29 Springfield (MAP).
By 3/30 they had become widespread, 5/day was the maximum,
seen twice by NIM & WGE 4/11 & 4/23. There were three re-
ports of the late arriving Yellow-bellied Flycatcher - 4
5/23 Island Pond (NIM, WGE, GFE), 1 5/25 Winhall (WJN), 1
5/28 (VINS Banding Station). Willow Flycatcher was first
noted 5/23 on the Birdathon, I Newport, 1 Dead Creek WMA
(NLM, WGE, GFE), also 2 5/25 Hartford (NILM, WGE), max. 3
5/26 Herrick's Cove (WJN). Alder Flycatcher, first 5/23
springfield Dam (EILW), 2 5/23 Island Pond (NLM, WGE, GFE),
3 5/26 Herrick's Cove (WJN), one "Traill's" banded 5/26

(VINS). least Flycatcher arrived 5/1 Woodstock (NIM,
WGE), 1 5/3 East Creek, Rutland (RHH), 1 5/4 Woodstock

(IMN), max. 8 5/27 Woodstock (NIM, WGE). The normally
late arriving Eastern Wood Pewee was seen 5/9 at Ferris—
burg (JID, MCDY, I East Creek Rutland 5/15 (RHH), next 1
5/23 sand Bar WMA (NILM, WGE, GFE), 1 5/24 Woodstock (JMN),
max. was only 2 - Shoreham 5/28 (ELW). Olive-sided Fly-
catcher, first 1 5/16 Winhall {(WJN), 3 5/23 Winhall and
Peru (W), 1 5/23 Bloamfield (MIM, WGE, GFE).

LARK AND SWALIOWS

Horned Lark records refer to two distinct populations,
the wintering "Northern" race, and the breeding “"Prairie"
race, to vhich the May records certainly refer. The earl-
iest was a pair (breeding race?) 3/11 Fayston (HHo, ADH),
40 Rutland 3/21 (CJF), maybe of the Northern race, as may




be 40 3/22 Herrick's Cove (NIM, WGE). Almost certainly of
the breeding race were 4 5/23 Dead Creek WMA (NIM, WGE, et
al), also 5 3/28 St. Albans Bay (IMC), 9 4/9 White River
Jct. (WGE), 14 4/18 Addison {NIM, WGE, et al). Tree Swal-
lows arrived in March, 1 3/29 Tinmouth (GTL), “6 Chester
3/29 (RHH), 2 3/30 Mt. Holly (AGB), 10 3/30 Rutland (CAM),
3/30 Timmouth (PB), 7 3/3l Orleans (CWS, ICa), 1 4/1 Gale
Meadows (WIN). Fram 4/3-4 on they became widespread ev-
erywhere. High counts 450-500 White River Jct. 4/26 (NIM,
WGE, GFE), 400 4/12 Fairlee (NIM, WGE), 100 4/30 W. Rut-
land Marsh (WJN). 'They were cbserved in S. Strafford at
their old tricks of ejecting E. Bluebirds fram nest boxes
(BR). First Bank Swallows were 3 4/30 Hartford (WGE), 10
5/9 S. Londonderry (WJN), 6 5/10 Rutland (RHH). Highest
count was 100% 5/20 Herrick's Cove (WJN). Rough-winged
Swallows first on the early date of 4/12 3 Hartford (NLM,
WGE), 3 4/18 Burlington (NIM, WGE et al), also 1 4/29
Springfield (MAP), 1 4/28 Herrick's Cove (WNJ), 4 5/1 E.
Creek Rutland (RHH), 3 5/6 Springfield (ELW), high count
10 5/20 Herrick's Cove (WIN). On the whole, Barn Swallows
seemed late, and their numbers were not outstanding - 1
4/18 Burlington (NIM, WGE), 1 4/25 Woodstock (JMN), 2 4/27
Winhall (WJN), 1 4/30 Shoreham (EILW), 1 4/30 Woodstock
(NLM) . Seasonal high seems to have been 50 5/14 Herrick's

e (WIN). First Cliff Swallows were 25 4/30 at the col-
ony site at Finast Supermarket, Rutland (WJN). These
birds were already repairing last year's nests! Next 2

5/5 Woodstock (NLM, WGE), 10 5/5 Monkton-nest building
(JID, MCD), 6 5/16 Rutland (RHH). High counts were 30
5/23 at the Finast site, Rutland (WIN), 15 5/23 Morgan
(NIM, WGE, GFE). BAdults were feeding young by 5/29 at
Morgan (JEC). Purple Martins arrived 4/i8 1 WHL {WIN), 2
4/18 Dead Creek WMA (NLM, WGE et al). They were reported
to be widespread at Middlebury and Dead Creek by 5/3 (WS).
Avay fram the Champlain Valley 1 5/25 Woodstock (WGE, SBL,
NIM), 2 at the Newport colony 5/23 (NIM, WGE, GFE), high
count 20 Ferrisburg 5/16 (JID, MCD).

QORVIDS THROUGH CREEPERS

There were two reports of the Gray Jay; pair nest
building 3/31 Island Pond area (CWS, DCa), and 2 Brighton
5/9 (NIM, WGE, EE et al). Blue Jays thinned out during
the sprirg, as most of the wintering birds departed early
due to the mild February. There was a hiatus before re-
turning migrants came in in late April (WGE, WIN). The
highest daily count submitted was 35 5/21 Shoreham (ELW).
Cammon Ravens have extended their territory in Vermont
into the Champlain Valley and as far souvth as Putney Mtn.
(as reported in recent hawk watches). They were reported
widely through the period, with 4 being the. high count per
day (several obs.). Common Crows over-wintered in most of
the valley areas. In montane areas vhere they do not win-
ter, they began to came in about 3/1. A high count was
190 migrating NE, Ferrisburg 3/1 (JID, MCD). Black-capped
Chickadees as usual were, present in good numbers at all.
feeders during the winter, and their numbers seemed high
everywhere. The best count _submitted was 43 4/13 Hartford
(WGE)., There were 9 reports of Boreal Chickadee not all
of them in the N.E.” Kingdan where they generally occur -
one 3/18 Sunderland {IBu) - this was the final date for a
bird that had been present at a feeder, 1 3/19 Lincoln -
present since around Town Meeting Day (PR), 1 3/19 Bethel
(PBr) last day for wintering bird, 7 3/31 Island Pond-
Morgan (CWS, DCa), 1 4/2 Bethel (PBr) - "possibly a dif-
ferent bird", 1 4/7 Albany (TP), 1 4/4 Ferrisburg (JID,
MCD), 6 5/9 Moose Bog - “including a pair nest building"
(NIM, WGE, EE et al), 5 5/23 Moose Bog-Buxton's Cabin
(MM, WGE, GFE). There were only seven reports of the
Tufted Titmouse which seems too few for its true numbers -
2 March & April-‘nested in bird box on tel. pole in our
yard-box empty by 5/22"-Fair Haven (FSA), 1 March & April
Randolph (EWC, MCOC), 1-3 Springfield 3/1-5/7 "seen pulling
roots fram ground 4/4" (EIW), 1 5/23 W. Rutland Marsh
(WJIN) . White-breasted Nuthatches were reported everywhere
up to about 4 per day. Red-breasted Nuthatches were in
good nunbers in the south in montane areas - 10-12 per day
in Winhall (WJN), but in the Island Pond area CWS and DCa
remarked on their scarcity 3/31. Brown Creeper over-
winters in many areas. Returning birds - 1 East Creek,
Ratland 3/28 (RHH), 2 3/29 Hartford (NIM; WGE), 1 4/4 Rut~
land (CJF), 2 4/7 Winhall (WWN). High counts were 5 4/28
Rutland (WGE), 5 5/23 N.E. Kingdan (NIM, WGE, GFE).

WRENS
House Wrens seemed to be late and in poor numbers,

sane observers had not recorded them at alll There were
no April sightings., The first was 5/3 Andover (EHP), 1
5/4 S. strafford (HR), 1 E. Creek, Rutland 5/4 (REH), 1
Randolph 5/4 (EWC, MCC), 1 5/6 Woodstock (NIM), 1 5/6
Hartford (WGE). Winter Wrens which have been scarce in
recent years did fairly well. First 3/30 Stockbridge
(EH), 1 4/5 s. Starksboro (WRB, PMB), 1 4/8 Winhall (WJN),
1 4/8 Albany (TP), 1 4/17 Leicester (PFZ), max. 7 5/23

Island Pond (NIM, WGE, GFE). lLong-billed Marsh Wren -
first 1 4/28 W. Rutland Marsh (WGE et al), 1 4/30 same
place (WIN), 5 5/14 Dead Creek WMA (ELW), max. 50 Dead

Creek WMA 5/30 (EIW). There was one report of the rare
Carolina Wren, 1 4/24 W. Rutland at feeder (LHT).

MIMIDS

The Mockingbird is well established, particularly in
the Champlain Valley, and where established it generally
over-winters. Breeding was reported fram most of these
areas. One particularly far north 4/20 St. Albans Bay
(MC), 2 5/7 Plainfield (MPM). The first Gray Catbird oc-
curred way up at St. Albans 5/5 (JMC),” 4 Rutland 5/6
(RHH), Woodstock 5/8 (EIW, VINS), 1-5/8 Timmouth (GTL), 1
5/10 Randolph (BEAS, MCC). They became generally distrib-
uted after 5/14, and nunbers seemed as usual to be much
greater in the valleys than in the mountain areas. High
counts were 10 5/27 Woodstock (NIM, WGE), 10 5/26 Her-
rick's Cove (WIN). Brown Thrasher - the Ffirst one was
reported on the phenomenally early date of 4/5 at Vershire
(VRM). The date suggests a bird that may have wintered
somevhere in the north. The next sighting was on the more
normal date of 4/28 Herrick's Cove (WJIN), 2 5/1 Woodstock
(NIM, WGE), 1 5/2 Woodstock (JMy), 1 5/3 Timmouth (GTL), 2
5/4 E. Creek Rutland (RHH), 1 5/6 Springfield Dam (EIW), 2
5/10 Royalton (MCy), max. only 3 5/2 Winhall (WIN).

THRUSHES

BAmerican Robins probably over-wintered in some areas.
First probable migrant 3/1 Woodstock (JMN), 1 3/16 Wood-
stock (WGE), 1 3/17 Woodstock (MHR), 1 3/18 Herrick's Cove
(EIW), 1 3/23 Fair Haven (FSA), 6 E. Creek Rutland 3/26
(RHH), 1 3/26 Timmouth (GTL), 1 3/26 Herrick's Cove (WIN).
After 3/28 they became widespread in all parts of the
state. High counts - 50 4/8 Herrick's Cove (WJN), 44 4/18
Dead Creek WMA (NIM, WGE et al), 45 4/25 Hartford-
Woodstock (NIM, WGE). Robin's egg found on the ground at
Woodstock 5/19 (JMN). The Wood Thrush moved in early this
year - 1 4/27 Cambridge (JGG, RYG), 1 4/28 Woodstock
(JMN), 1 4/28 Clarendon (CJF), 1 4/28 Rutland (RHH), 1 5/3
Hartford (NIM, WGE), 1 5/5 Sprlngfleld (MAP), 1 5/7 Ran-
dolph (EWC, MCC), and up at St. Albans Bay 5/14 (JMC).
The best counts were 8 5/25 Hartford-Woodstock (NLM, WGE),
5-several dates-Winhall (WJN). The Hermit Thrush also ap«
peared early, 1 4/7 Winhall (WIN), 2 4/9 Hartford (WG?G),
4/11 stockbridge (EH), 1 4/13 Cambridge (RYG, JGG), 1 4/18
Williston (MPM), 1 4/18 Ferrisburg (JID, MCD), l 4/22
Woodstock (JMN, SBL). Best counts ~ 5 Winhall 4/17 (WJN),
6 5/23 Island Pond (NLM, WGE, GFE). Swainson's and Gray-
cheeked Thrushes did very poorly. I suspect most of the
breeding population of the two came in after 6/1. Al-
though I considered the breeding populations of the Swain-
son's down in numbers, and it has been declining for sev-
eral years for reasons that are unclear, there were decent
populations around during June. The Swainson's was only
recorded twice, 1 5/23 Peru (WJN), 3 5/23 Island Pord
(NIM, WGE, GFE); Gray-cheeked only once-1 5/11 Winhall
(WIN). The Veery continued as a numerous breeding spe-
cies. A very early bird E. Creek Rutland 4/30 (RHH), 1
Springfield 5/2 (ELW), 1 Shrewsbury 5/2 (LPS), 1 Winhall
5/3 (WIN), 1 5/11 Woodstock (JMN), 1 5/16 Tirmouth (GTL),
1 5/7 Norwich (MEM), 1 5/17 Cambridge (RYG, JGG), high
counts 15 5/20 Winhall (WIN), 11 Island Pond 5/23 (NIM,
WGE, GFE). On 5/31 a bird that had been barded 6/3/80 at
VINS hit a window and was killed (JMN). The Eastern Blue-
bird continues relatively scarce. First 4 3/6 Ariington

(NS}, 1 3/23 W. Haven (fide FSA), 2 3/26 Brownsville
(BMH), 1 male 3/26 Randolph (MFM), 2 3/28 W. BHartford

(DJH), 1 3/29 Pomfret (MBD 2 3/30 Ferrisburg (JID, MCD),
2 3/30 Timwouth (GTL, PB), 2 3/31 Woodstock (NIM, WCE).

The initial report of 4 was the max. for the season. At
Timmouth the breeding pair had eggs on 5/8, young hatched
by 5/15, 5 young fledged by 6/6 (GIL).

GNATCATCHER AND KINGLETS
There were ten reports of the Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
with several of these being breeding pairs. First 4/21 1




male banded (VINS), 2 Springfield Dam Nature Center 5/6
(ELW) - breeding pair, 2 5/4 White River Jot. (WGE), 4
4/28 W. Haven (WGE, LiM, RiM, MSB), 1 5/5 Woodstock (JMN),
1 5/7 Ratland (JCh), 3 5/16 Lewis Creek' (JID, MD), 6
singing males W. Haven 5/17 (SBL, JDL), 1 5/20 Herrick's
Cove (WIN), 5 5/23 Sand Bar WMA (NIM, WGE, GFE). Golden—
crowned Kinglets seemed to be far down in numbers continu-
ing a trend started a few years ago with frigid weather in
the southern U.S. Only three observers reported this spe-
cies at all, on 3/31 at Island Pond, however, (WS and DCa
found them everywhere. Others were 1 4/6 Shrewsbury
(Lps), 18 5/23 Island Pond (NIM, WGE, GFE). The Ruby-
crowned Kinglet was also relatively poorly reported,
missed by many observers. The first was 1 4/11 Winhall
(W), 1 4/22 Hartford (WGE), 1 4/23 Timmouth (GIL), 1
4/23 Woodstock (JMN), 2 4/26 liggard Pond, Chittenden
(RHH), 1 5/1 (VINS), 6 5/1 Shoreham (ELW), 1 5/5 Ferris-
burg (JID, MCD). The last noted was 6 Island Pond 5/23
(NIM, WGE, GFE) vhere it breeds ~ 6 was the max. count,/
day. '

PIPIT THROUGH STARLING
There were two reports of Water Pipit, 1 4/9 White
River Jct. (WGE) and the extraordinary date 1 5/23 Lewis

(NIM, WGE, GFE). There were three records of Bohemian
Waxwing - 30 3/6 Plainfield (MFM), 20 3/7 W. Windsor

(MCO), 4 4/12 Lincoln Hill. S. Hinesburg (WRB, FMB, MIM).
The Cedar Waxwing has two distinct populations. It win-
ters in areas such as the Champlain Valley, Conn. Valley,
and Piedmont and is present very early. In the other
areas, mostly Green Mtns. where it does not occur in the
winter, it is one of the latest of spring migrants, not
appearing in nunbers until June. 'Twenty-three were at the
Health Center in Woodstock 3/4 (NIM), 64 3/21 Ferrisburg
(JID, MCD), 15 Church Hill Woodstock 3/23 (MHR), 10 3/27
Hartland Hill, Woodstock (WRC), 20 3/29 Shoreham (NIM,
WGE), 6 4/25 Woodstock (JMN), 12 Rutland 4/26 (RHH), 50
4/16 Rutland (CJF). The late movement commenced with 2 at
Woodstock 5/22 (FILW), and continued into June. A count of
86 at Burlington 4/18 (NIM, WGE) was high for the spring.
Only one Northern Shrike was reported 3/9 Mt. Holly (AEB).
A loggerhead Shrike was reported and well described 3/29
Dead Creek WMA (TAS, BF). Starling nurbers seemed down
and they seemed to be late in arriving at breeding areas -
Gale Meadows and Winhall {WJIN), but this was not cammented
on by any others.

VIRIOS

The Yellow-throated Vireo arrived very early for Ver-
wont -~ Ist 5/1 E. Creek, Rutland (RHH), next 5/3 Ferris—
burg (WS), 1 5/14 Woodstock (JMN), 1 5/16 Ferrisburg (JID,
MCD), 2 Woodstock 5/19 (NIM, WGE), 2 5/20 Herrick's Cove
(WIN), max. 3 5/23 Sand Bar WMA (NLM, WGE, GFE}. ‘The Sol-
itary Vireo also arrived very early - lst 4/11 Winhall

(WIN),” T 4/13 Hartford (WGE), 5 E. Creek, Rutland 5/1
(REH), 1 5/2 Timmouth (GIL), 1 5/15 (VINS). Other high

comts 5 5/6 Hartford (WGE), 5 4/30 Winhall (WON). The
Red-Eyed Vireo, one of our most plentiful and widespread
breeding birds also arrived early, 1 5/8 Rutland (CJF), 1
5/8 Woodstock (JMN), 1 5/9 Shrewsbury (LPS), 1 5/11 Win-
hall (WON), 2 5/15 E. Creek, Rutland (RHH), 1 5/15 Tin-
mouth (GIL), 12 5/16 Ferrisburg (JID, MCD) which was the
high count. The Philadelphia Vireo was first noted on the
very early date of 5/8 at Strafford (HR) well described,
seen and heard singing, next, also early 1 5/14 Herrick's
Cove (WAN), 5/23 Otter Creek Audubon Birdathon (W. Elton),
pair seen 5/29 Shorham (EIW). The Warbling Vireo arrived
early in a number of locations - 17 5/1 Shoreham (ELW), 1
5/1 Springfield (MAP), 1 5/1 Woodstock (NIM, WGE, JMN), 1
5/3 Perrisburg (WS), 4 5/5 Herrick's Cove (WIN), 6 5/9
Middlebury (JID, MCD), also 4 5/8 (VINS), 6 5/21 Dead
Creck WMA (WIN).

WOOD WARBLERS

First Black-&-white Warblers were 6 at E. Creek Rut—
land 4/22,” 1 there 4728 (RHH), L 4/28 Woodstock (SBL), 1
5/1 Winhall (W), 1 5/2 Woodstock (JMN), 1 5/3 Hartford
(WaB), 1 5/3 Springfield (MAP), 1 5/4 Rochester (MCy), 1
5/6 Ferrisburg (JID, MCD), 4 5/6 Springfield (ELW), high
counts 10 5/6 Hartford (WGE), 9 5/23 Island Pond (NLM,
WGE). Golden-winged Warbler records 1 at Ira 5/19 (RHH),
1 Castleton 5/19 (CJF), 5/23 W. Rutland Marsh (SBL, BLR,
IHP), 5/23 W. Rutland Rte. 4 (RWP, CY, MY). Blue-winged
Warbler, 1 5/15 Winhall (WN), 1 5/19 WoodsTook (NN,
WGE), 1 5/23 Brownsville (KMC), 5/23 W. Rutland Rte. 4
(R4P, CY, MY). '"Brewster's' Warbler 5/23 Chittenden Coun-
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ty Birdathon (C. Archer et al).
Norwich 5/7 (MEM), 8 Shoreham 5/I0 (EDA), 1 Ferrisburg
5/10 (JID, MCD), 1 E. Creek Rutland 5/11 (RHH), 1 5/11
Moose Bog (WS, CWS), 1 5/14 Woodstock (WGE). High counts
were the aforementioned 8, and 6 Hartford 5/25 (NIM, WGE).
The first Nashville Warbler was 1 5/2 Woodstock (JMN),
followed by 4 E. Creek, Ratland 5/4 (RHH), then a host of
sightings on 5/5 - 2 Woodstock (NIM), 2 Winhall (WaN), 1
Stockbridge (EH), 2 (VINS). Cood counts were 15 5/11
Moose Bog (WS, OWS), 22 5/23 Island Pond (NLM, WGE, GFE).
Northern Parula not too well reported, many cbservers ap-
parently missed it. Three 5/6 Hartford (WGE), 1 5/8 Win-
hall (WIN), 1 E. Creek, Rutland 5/9 (RHH), 3 5/11 Moose
Bog (WS, CWs), 1 5/26 Brownsville (JEH, BMH). High count
6 5/23 Island Pond (NIM, WGE, GFE). The Yellow Warbler
was first seen at W. Rutland Marsh, 2 5/3 (REH}, followed
by 2 5/5 Herrick's Cove (WIN), 1 5/5 (VINS), 4 Woodstock
5/8 (ELW), 1 5/8 8. Strafford (HR), 4 5/9 Middlebury (JID,
MCD), 1 5/11 Moose Bog (WS, CWS), high count 50 Shoreham

Tennessee Warbler first 1

5/11 (ELW). The Magnolia Warbler seemed under-reported
also. First 4 5/6 Winhall (WdN), 6 East Creek, Rutland

5/9 (RHH), 6 5/9 Ferdinand (NIM, WGE, EE, et al), 1 5/10
Ferrispurg (JID, MCD), 20 5/11 Moose Bog (WS, CWS) which
was the seasonal high, also 16 5/23 Island Pond (NIM, WGE,
GFE). The Cape May Warbler seemed scarce to the writer,
many probably overflew southern Vermont due to the lack of
conditions suitable for "grounding" migrants. First 2 5/6
Hartford (WGE), 1 5/8 Hartford (WGE), 4 5/9 Moose Bog
(NIM, WGE et al) vhich was the season's high. Also 1 5/10
Ferrisburg (JID, MCD), 1 5/15 Winhall (WJN), 1 5/20 Win-
hall (W), and 1 5/23 Moose Bog (NIM, WGE, GFE).. 'The
Black-throated Blue Warbler was recorded first on the very
early date of 4/29 - 2 E. Creek Rutland (RHH), 1 5/5 Ro-
chester (MCy), 1 5/5 (VINS), 1 5/8 Winhall {(WJN), 1 5/9
Dead Creek WMA (JID, MCD), max. 8 Island Pond 5 /23 (NIM,
WGE, GFE). The Yellow-rumped Warbler also arrirved phe-
namenally early - 1 3/29 Cuttingsville (DMS). More normal
were 2 4/18 Addison (NLM, WGE) and 1 4/22 Herrick's Cove
(WT), 4/25 Woodstock (IMN), 1 4/26 Tirmouth (GTL), 6 4/29
E. Creek, Rutland (RHH), high counts 50 5/11 E. Creek,
Rutland (RHH), 50 5/9 Island Pond (NLM, WGE). Black-
throated Green Warbler - first 4 E. Creek, Rutland 4/29
(RHH), 1 5/5 Woodstock (WGE), 1 5/7 Winhall (WaN), 5 5/7
Hartford (WGE), 3 Springfield 5/6 (EIW), 5 5/11 Moose Bog
(Ws, CWS), max. 7 5/6 Hartford (WGE). One report of Ceru- |
lean Warbler, at the established breeding site at Sand Bar
WA 3 5723 (NIM, WGE, GFE, CWS, DCa, AVS). Blackburnian
Warbler was first seen 5/5 3 singing males Stockbridge
(EH), 1 5/6 Rochester (MCy), 4 Springfield 5/6 (ELW), 11
5/6 Hartford (WGE), 1 E. Creek, Rutland 5/11 (ReH), 5 5/11
Moose Bog (WS, CWS), high count 17 5/23 Island Pond (NIM,
WGE, GFE). Chestnut-sided Warbler - first 5/5 Woodstock
(M), 1 5/5 Quechee (BRW), 2 5/6 Stockbridge (EH), 5 5/6
Hartford (WGE), 2 5/6 Winhall (WJN), 2 5/7 Tirmmouth (GIL),
6 E. Creek, Rutland 5/11 (RHH), “several" 5/10 S. Straf
ford (HR), 1 5/11 Shrewsbury (LPS), 1 5/12 Middlebury
(MCy), high count 36 5/23 Island Pond (NIM, WGE, GFE).
Bay-breasted Warbler 1 5/8 Hartford (WGE), 1 5/10 Ferris—
burg (JID, MCD), 2 E. Creek, Rutland 5/11 (RHH), 1 5/22
Winhall (WJON), 5/23 Plymouth Lake-Shrewsbury Mtn. (SBL,
BLR, IHP), 6 5/24 E. Creek, Rutland (RHH), 1 5/24 Wood-
stock (JMN), 6 Shoreham 5/24 (ELW), 1 5/25 Hartford (NIM,
WGE), max. 6. Blackpoll Warbler - first 1 5/14 ILondon-
derry (WiN), 1 5/16 Ferrisburg (JID, MCD), 4 E. Creek
Rutland 5/22 (RHH), 2 5/23 Newport, Island Pond (NLM, WGE,
GFE), 2 Shoreham 5/24 (ELW), 1 St. Albans Bay 5/24 (JMC),
2 Hartford 5/25 (NIM, WGE), 2 Woodstock 5/26 (NIM, WGE),
max. 4. Pine Warbler seven reports - 1 4/12 Lake Morey
(NLM, WGE), 1 4/29 Winhall (WIN), 1 5/6 Hartford (WGE), 1
5/7 Springfield (EIW), 1 5/23 Newport (NIM, WGE, GFE), 1
5/23 Rutland (CJF), 1 5/25 Quechee (NIM, WGE). There were
three reports of the Prairie Warbler — 1 5/23 E. Creek,
Ratland (RHH), 1 5/27 Weathersfield (BBF), 3 5/31 Wood-
stock (NIM, WGE). Suprisingly there was only one Palm
Warbler report, 1 4/18 Sand Bar WMA (MFM). 'The Ovenbird
was first recorded on the early date of 4/28 Woodstock
(MN), 1 E. Creek, Rutland 5/4 (RHH), 1 5/5 Shrewsbury
(LPS), 1 5/6 Woodstock (NIM), 4 5/6 Hartford (WGE), 2 5/6
Winhall (WIN), 5/8 8., Strafford (HR), 1 5/8 Benson {(CJF),
2 5/9 Weathersfield (EIM), high counts 10 5/23 Winhall and
Peru (WIN), 7 5/23 Island Pond (NIM, WGE, GFE). The first
Northern Waterthrush was 1 5/3 No. Pamfret (MHR, TCR), 1
5/9 Peru (WiN), 1 5/10 Sherburne (NIM, WGE), 1 5/15
(VINs), 1 5/17 Woodstock (JMN), high count 11 5/23 Island
Pond (NIM, WGE, GFE). The Louisiana Waterthrush with only
4 reports seemed under-reported. Certainly there were a




lot more of them around in June. One 4/17 lLeicester
(PFZ), 1 4/29 No. Springfield (KMC), 1 4/30 Winhall (WJN),
and 5/23 Plainfield Birdathon (TCR, MHR, LXM). Five
Mourning Warbler reports were submitted, which also seems
1ow, but many of them came in in June. One 5/24 Clarendon
(CJF), 3 5/23 Brunswick-Bloanfield (NIM, WGE, GFE), 2 5/26
Herrick's Cove (WIN), 2 5/26 (VINS), 1 5/27 (VINS). Com-
mon Yellow-throat - 3 way up at St. Albans Bay 5/4 (JMC)
were the first, 2 5/5 Herrick's Cove (WIN), 3 5/6 Spring-
field (ELW), 1 5/8 Hartford (WGE), 1 5/9 W. Rutland Marsh
(RHH), 2 5/9 Timmouth (GTL), 5 5/2 Dead Creek WMA (JID,
MCD), peak counts 25 West Rutland Marsh, E. Dorset, Win-
hall (WIN), 44 Island Pond (NIM, WGE, GFE) all 5/23. Wil-
sor's Warbler eight reports - one banded Woodstock 5720
(NIM, WGE), 1 5/22 Winhall (WJN), 1 5/23 Woodstock (SBL),
1 5/24 Rutland (CJF), 2 Shoreham 5/24 (EIW), 1 Hartford
5/25 (MM, WGE), 1 5/26 (VINS), 1 Shoreham 5/31 (ELW).
Canada Warbler - first 1 Shoreham 5/14-15 (ELW), 1 5/16
Winhall (WoN), 1 5/16 Perrisburg (JID, MCD), 12 5/23
Island Pond (NIM, WGE, GFE) which was the high cowmnt, 6
5/23 Wirhall and Peru (WJN), 3 5/25 Hartford (WGE). Amer-
ican Redstart - first 5/9 Winhall (WJN), 2 5/10 Hartford,
Mendon (NLM, WGE), 2 5/10 Ferrisburg (JID, MCD), 6 E.
Creek, Rutland 5/13 (RHH), 4 Shoreham 5/16 (ELW), 1 5/16
Shrewsbury (LPS), 1 5/17 Rutland (CJF), 1 Castleton 5/19
(CJF), 1 5/19 (VINS). By far the highest cowmt was 24
Island Pond 5/23 (NLM, WGE, GFE).

HOUSE SPARROW, ICTERIDS AND TANAGER

House Sparrows seem to be in usual numbers, a partial
albino was noted at W. Rutland 4/21 (IHT). Bobolink -
first 5/5, 3, Perrisburg (JID, MCD), 6 5/6 Brownsville
(JEH, BMH), 4 5/10 Mt. Holly (AEB), 1 5/11 Winhall (WIN),
1 5/12 Rutland (CJF), 5 5/13 Shoreham (ELW), 6 W. Rutland
Marsh 5/16 (RHH), 2 5/17 Albany (TP), high counts 10
Shoreham 5/31 (EIW), 8 5/21 Dead Creek WMA (WJN). Eastern
Meadowlark - first Clarendon 3/22 (CJF), 9 3/25 Woodstock
(NIM, WGE), 2 Conn. River (where?) 3/29 (RHH), 6 3/27 Sax-
tons River (KMC, WC), 2 3/30 Herrick's Cove (MAP), 1 3/30
Quechee (KRT), 1 3/31 (Morgan (CWS, DCa), 1 Shoreham 4/4
(ELW), high count 25 4/18 Addison (NLM, WGE, et al). An
adult male YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD, third state record for
the species, was seen 3/29 at N. Ferrisburg with 500-600

YELLOW~-HEADED BLACKBIRD

Marr

other blackbirds (TAS). Red-winged Blackbirds were on the
move during the February thaw; 2/19 Winhall (WON), 500
2/21 Hartford, Woodstock (MIM, WGE), 2/28 Rutland (CJF).
They became widespread in early March; 100 Mt. Holly 3/1
(AEB), 8 3/1 Woodstock (JMN), "everywhere" Shoreham 3/1
(EIW), 25 Rutland 3/2 (RHH), Winhall 3/4 (WON), 1 3/6 Tin-
* mouth (GTL), 1 3/5 Essex (LJE), 350-400 3/11 Burlington
(cWs). By far the highest count was 3100+ 3/29 Rutland
and Addison Co. (NIM, WGE). Northern Oriole - first 5/2
Woodstock (JMN), widespread after that, 2 5/5 Hartford-
Woodstock (MIM, WGE), 1 5/5 Herrick's Cove (WJN), 1 5/6 E.
Creek, Rutland (RHH), 1 5/6 Woodstock (NLM), 1 5/6 Ferris-
burg (JID, MCD), 1 5/7 Vershire (VRM), 1 Randolph 5/7
(EWC, MCC), 1 5/9 Plainfield (MFM), 1 Chester 5/9 (EIW), 2
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5/10 Tirmouth (GIL), 1 5/11 St. Albans (JMC), 2 5/11
Brownsville (JEH, BMH), 1 5/14 Pittsford (BM2z), high count
15 5/21 Dead Creek WMA (WJN). The Rusty Blackbird which
has been declining in recent years for reasons not alto-
gether clear, was reported 10 times; 1 3/16 Weybridge (MN,
ABi), 1 3/18 White River Jct. (WGE), 1 3/21 Clarendon
(CJgF), 2 4/8 Colchester (CWS), 1 4/9 Gale Meadows (WIN),
vhere it formerly bred, 2 4/26 same place (WIN), 1 5/2
Gale Meadows (WJN), 1 5/23 Cambridge (RYG, JGG), 1 5/23
Jericho (CB), 1 5/27 Prouty Beach, Newport (WS, et al).
The Cammon Grackle was also moving in February, 30 3/21
Hartford,  Woodstock (NIM, WGE), "“several" 3/1 Shoreham
(ELW), 1 3/1 Rutland (CJF), 25 Mt. Holly 3/1 (AEB), 20
3/10 Brownsville (JEH, BMH), 1 3/11 Winhall (WIN), 2 3/13
Randolph (BEAC, MCC), 1 3/14 Panfret (MHR, TCR), 3 3/16
Fair Haven (FSA), max. by far 2500 3/29 Rutland and Addi-
son Counties (NLM, WG). The Brown-headed Cowbird over—
wintered in many areas - 1 3/1 Rutland (JPM), 6 Mt. Holly
3/1 (AEB), 1 3/2 Rutland (CJF), 5 5/3 Benson (CJF). ‘The
highest count by far was 500+ 4/23 White River Jct. (WGE).
The Scarlet Tanager ~ first 1 Springfield 5/6 (ELW), 2
Hartford 5/6 (WGE), 1 5/8 Benson (CJF), 1 5/10 Winhall
(WIN), 1 5/10 Fair Haven (FSA), 1 5/10 Tirmmouth (GTL), 1
5/14 Woodstock (JMN), 4 5/16 Ferrisburg (JID, MCD), 2 5/16
E. Creek, Rutland (RHH), 1 5/16 Cambridge (RYG, JGG), max.
10 5/23 Wirhall and Peru (WJN).

FRINGILLIDAE

The Cardinal was reported from most parts of the state
at low elevations, rarer or absent in the mountains, max.
5-7 per day at several locations. The Rose-breasted Gros-—
beak also arrived early this year. First 5/1 Woodstock
(SBL), 1 5/2 Woodstock (JMM), 1 5/2 Springfield (MAP), 1
5/2 Cambridge (RYG, JGG), 2 5/6 Winhall (WJON), 3 5/6 E.
Creek, Rutland (RHH), 2 5/7 Springfield (EIW), 1 Tinmouth
5/8 GIL), 7 Ferrisburg 5/9 (JID, MCD), 1 5/10 Fair Haven
(FSA). The high count was 20 5/23 Island Pond (NIM, WGE,
GFE) . Indigo Bunting, usually a late arriver - first
5/12 Vershire (VRM), 2 5/15 Shoreham (EIW), 1 5/15 Ran-
dolph (EWC, MCC), 1 5/16 Ferrisburg (JID, MCD), 1 Rutland
5/19 (RHH, CJF), 1 5/20 Woodstock (JMN), 1 Sandbar WMA
5/23 (NIM, WGE, GFE), 1 5/23 Peru (WJN), max. 4 Hartford
5/25 (NIM, WGE). Evening Grosbeaks were present thru the
winter in most areas. They were gone by mid-May Ffram
non-breeding areas. Late dates 2 5/15 Winhall (WIN), 24
Rutland 5/14 (RHH), 1 5/16 Pittsford (BMZ), 5/18 S. Straf-
ford (HR), 5/20 Cambridge (RYG, JGG). A count of 11 5/23
Island Pond (NIM, WGE, GFE) likely represents a breeding
population. Counts of 75-100/day in many locations during
March and April. Purple Finch - some probably over—
wintered ~ 1 3/1 Mt. Bolly (AEB) may have done so. More
likely arrivals fram the south were 8 4/3 Canbridge (RYG,
JGG), 2 4/6 Fair Haven (FSA), 1 Randolph 4/8 (EWC, MCC), 2
4/15 E. Creek, Rutland (RHH), 1 4/16 Albany (TP), 1 4/17
Winhall (WJON), after this they became widespread, high
counts 20 4/28 Wirhall (WJIN), 18 5/4 White River Jct.
(WGE) . House Finch this ever-expanding species reported
fram 10 locations, as far north as Randolph, Vergemnes,
and Plainfield. A maximum of 10 were seen 3/25 Spring-
field (EIW). Seen building nest in Rutland 3/21 (WCE).
Pine Grosbeaks remained into March fram the winter's mod-
erate flight. Iate reports were 14 3/14 Plainfield (MFM),
10 3/16 Winhall (WIN), 2 3/19 Ferrisburg (JID, MCD), 1
3/16 Woodstock (WGE), 3 3/23 Woodstock (JMN), 2 3/25 Wood-
stock (NIM, WGE), 8 3/25 Albany (TP), 3 3/30 Winhall
(WIN). Cammon Redpoll ~ there were considerable numbers
around in March fram the winter flight and same lingered
into April. The heavier numbers were in the northern part
of the state. Late dates were as follows: 8 3/25 Wood-
stock (HJS), 2 3/27 Springfield (EIW), 1 3/27 Shrewsbury
(LPS), 7 3/28 Canbridge (RYG, JGG), 12 3/28 Fair Haven
(FSA), 1 3/29 Mt. Holly {AEB), 30 3/31 Plainfield (MFM), 8
3/31 Stockbridge (EH), 25-30 4/2 Woodstock (HDC), 5-6 4/3
Mt. Holly (AEB), 2-3 4/3 Randolph (FWC, MCC), 2 4/6 Nor-
wich (WGE), 4 4/13 Albany (TP). Two high counts were 500+
5/21 No. Hero (WGE) and 500 Ferrisburg 3/22 (JID, MCD).
Pine Siskins occurred through the period, more numerous in
the northern part. Early dates - 8 3/2 E. Creek, Rutland
(RHH), 2 3/3 Fair Haven (FSA), 5 3/12 Albany (TP), 3/19
Shrewsbury (LPS), pair 4/5 Summit and Maple Street,
Burlington-building nest in a Norway Spruce (CWS) - nest
building in Burlington 4/11 (WGE), copulation noted -
Hartford 5/8 (WGE). Late dates 4 5/23 Newport (NLM, WGE,

GFE), 5 5/16 Shoreham (EIW), 30-40 5/16 Rutland (NIM,
WGE), 5/14 E. Creek, Rutland (RHH), 5/15 S. Strafford
(HR), high count 50 Albany during April (TP). American



Goldfinch wintered in many areas. In the montane areas
vwhere they did not winter, they appeared mostly in May.
Same representative dates - 1 5/1 Mt. Holly (AEB), 5 5/7
Woodstock (JMN), 2 5/8 Albany (TP), 2 5/12 St. Albans
(JMC), high count 60 Springfield 5/7 (ELW). There were no
reports of either Crossbilll Rufous-sided Towhee — first
4/14 Timmouth (GIL), 1 4/26 White River Jct. (Wam), 1 4/27
Shrewsbury (LPS), 1 4/30 Ferrisburg (JID, NCD) 2 E.
Creek, Rutland (RHH), 5/2 Woodstock (JMN), high count 8
5/24 Clarendon (CJF). First Savannah Sparrow 3/29 Plain-
field (MFM), 2 4/6 Ompampanocosuc, Norwich (WGE), 1 Ran-
dolph 4/9 (EWC, MCC), 1 4/12 Pittsford (BMZ), 2 Dead
Creek WMA 4/23 (JID, MCD), 1 4/30 Rutland Airport (WIN).
The high count was 45 4/23 White River Jct. (WGE). There
were three records of the elusive Grasshopper Sparrow all
from the Champlain Valley. One pair 5/4 through end of
period, Shoreham (EIW) nest found 5/30 with 6 eggs, 1 5/21
Button Bay SP (WJN), 3 5/23 Panton (NIM, WGE, GFE). Ves-
per Sparrow first 1 4/4 Rutland (CJF), 3 4/9 White River
Jct. (WEY, 3 4/12 Burlington (PFZ), 6 4/18 Addison (NIM,
WGE, et al), 1 4/28 Woodstock (JMN), 1 5/4 Dead Creek WA
(JID), hlghest count 7 4/26 White River Jct. (NIM, ALG,
WGE, GFE). Dark-eyed Junco over-wintered in many areas,
early March birds are likely fram this source. ‘There was
a definite movement in late March into areas where they

did not winter. One 3/26 Timmouth (GTL), 1 3/27 Hartford

(W), 1 3/27 Cambridge (RYG, JGG), 10 3/27 Mt. Holly
(REB), 3 3/28 Winhall (WJON), 6 3/28 E. Creek, Rutland
(REH), 11 3/30 Pittsford (BMZ), 25 3/30 Woodstock (JMN),

10-15 3/30 Vershire (VRM). Highest count by far was 300
3/30 Shrewsbury (LPS). The Tree Sparrow seems to be de—
clining as a migrant, particularly at the higher eleva-
tions, where I used to feed 100 or more a day at my Green
Mtn. location. I am now lucky to see two or three for the

season. The cause of this remains cbscure. late dates
included 2 Dead Creek WMA 4/23 (JID, MCD), 2 4/27 Albany
(TP), 1 4/28 Herrick's Cove (WIN), 1 4/30 Lake Memphrema—

gog (DHM), and amazingly 1 reported Morgan 5/27 (JEC).
High ocount was only 20 3/1 Woodstock (JMN). Chipping
Sparrcow - two birds on the phenomenally early date of 3/30
Mt. Holly (AEB), 1 4/12 Hartford (WGE), 1 Tinmouth 4/14
(GTL), 1 Ferrisburg 4/18 (JID, MCD), high count 15 Island
Pond 5/9 (NIM, WGE, EE). Field Sparrow ~ first 1 4/3 Her-
rick's cove (WIN), 1 4/7 Tinmouth (GTL), 2 4/8 Benson
(CIF), 1 4/9 Hartford (WGE), 2 4/13 Ferrisburg (JID, MCD),
2 4/20 Rutland (RHH), max. 7 Woodstock 5/3 (IMN), 7 Wood-
stock 5/31 (NLM, WGE). White-¢rowned Sparrow - first 7
5/7 Berlin (MFM), 1 5/8 Rutland (CJF), 1 5/9 Benson (CJF),

2 5/14 Ferrisburg (JID, MCD), 2 5/15 Winhall (WIN), 2 5/16
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Timmouth (GIL), last seen 1 5/25 Marshfield (MFM), max. 7
5/7 Berlin (MFM). The White-throated Sparrow over-
wintered in many places, 9 early March dates refer to such
individuals. First migrants - 1 4/6 Shrewsbury (LPS), 1
4/8 Cambridge (RYG, JGG), 1 4/12 Bartford (WGE), 1 4/11
Winhall (WJON), 1 4/11 Vershire (VRM), 1 4/14 Taftsville
(FrM), 2 4/14 Mt. Holly (AEB), 1 4/14 Randolph (EWC, MCC),
6 4/13 Ferrisburg (JID, MCD), 6 E. Creek, Rutland 4/15
(RHH). The max. count by far was 61 5/23 Island Fond
(NLM, WGE, GFE). The Fox Sparrow seems under-reported
this spring. 'I\vo 3/29 Ferrisburg (JID, MCD), 1 E. Creek,
Rutland 3/30 (RHH), 1 3/30 Timmouth (PB), 1 3/31 Winhall
(WaN), 1 3/31 Stockbridge (EH), 1 4/2 Bethel (PBr), 1 4/2
Woodstock (JMN), 2 4/5 Mt. Holly (AEB), 2 4/7 Sunderland
(fide NS), 1 4/9 Shrewsbury (LPS), 1 4/12 Rutland (CJF),
final dates 4/18 Winhall (WIN), 1 4/23 Shrewsbury (LPS),
high count only 3 4/11 Winhall (WJN) The Lincoln's Spar-
row was reported 6 times. One 5/8 Hartford (WGE), 1 5/14
Woodstock (JMN), 1 5/15 (VINS), 5 5/23 Island Pond (NIM,
WGE, GFE), 1 5/26 Herrick's Cove (WIN), 2 banded 5/27
(VINS). Swanp Sparro.v - first 1 4/11 Gale Meadows (WJN),
8 4/18 Addison (NIM , et al), 30 4/28 W. Rutland to
Adison (WGE et al) vhich was the max. count. The Song
Sparrow over-wintered in some areas - 1 3/1 Sharon (MCy),
3/1 Shoreham (EIW), these two may represent over-wintering
birds. The real movement set in after March 20 - 3 3/23
St. Albans Bay (JMC), 3 3/26 Randolph (BWC, MCC), 3/27
Tinmouth (PB), 3/21 Timmouth (GTL), 3 3/28 Hartford (WGE),
3/28 No. Pamfret (MHR), 1 3/28 Winhall (WON), 7 3/28
Plainfield (MFM), high count 30 4/3 Herrick's Cove (WIN).
Lapland Longspur - 8 males 4/25 Dead Creek WMA (WS). A
SMLTH'S LONGSPUR, a new species for Vermont, apparently a
subadult male, was seen 4/25 at Sykes Ave., White River
Jct. (NIM, WGE) - verification report on file. The report
has been accepted by the Vt. Bird Records Co. as a h
thetical record. Snow Bunting only one report 2 3/22 Her-
rick's Cove (NIM, WGE).

Editor's Note: A report has just been received of a White
Fronted Goose opbserved in late March 1981 off South Hero
(CSP). This report has been submitted to the Vermont Bird
Records Committee, and would constitute a first state
record for the species.
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